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Form   the  Constitution    of  the 
Bedford  LEVEL  CORPORATION; 

TOGETHER    WITH 

An  Introductory  HISTORY  thereof. 


By  CHARLES  NALSON  COLE,  Efq; 

of  the  Inner  Temple,  Barrifter  at  Law,  and  Regifter  t^ 
the  Corporation. 


Bedford  htvAf  erft 


A  dreary  Pathlefs  wafte 


Till  one  of  that  high  honoured  Patriot  Name 
RUSSEL  arofe,  who  drained  the  Rufhy  Fen, 
Confined  the  Waters,  bid  Groves  and  Gardens  bloom, 
And  through  his  new  Creation  led  the  Ouze 
And  gentle  Camus,  iilver  winding  Streams^ 
Godlike  Beneficence !  from  Chaos  drear. 
To  raife  the  Garden  and  the  ihady  Grove. 
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TO     THE    MOST    NOBLE 

JOHN    DUKE    OF    BEDFORD-, 
MARQUIS    OF   tAVISrOCK,  &c. 

LORD    PRIVY    SEAL, 
Knight  of  the  Moft  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter,' 

AND 

Governor  of  the  Bedford  Levei.  Corporation} 

This  Body  of  Laws 
(Now  Firft  coUefted  together  j 
Form'd  for  the  Advancement  of  an  Undertaking ; 

The  Objea  of  which. 
Was  public  Utility,  and  the  Happinefs  of  Individuals: 

Begun  by  FRANCIS  E^xl  oi Bedford, 

And  ever  fince. 
Benevolently  patronized  and  proteded^ 
By  his  illuftrious  Defcendants;* 

Is  WITH  ALL  Humility 

INSCRIBED, 

BY  HIS    GRACE'S   MOST  OBLIGED^ 
MOST    DEVOTED, 

AND 

MOST    HUMBLE    SERVANT, 

CHARLES  NALSON  COLE. 
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A  N 

Hiftorical  Account,  t^c, 

TM  E  following  Sheets,  containing  ali 
the  public  Afts  and  Inftruments 
which  make  up  the  whole  Confti- 
tution  pf  the  Be^i>rd.  Level  Cof- 
pj^ation,  have  at  their  Defire  been  coikdted 
together  and  printed  under  the  InfpeiSion  of 
their  Regifter  i  a  Work  he  readily  engaged  in, 
as  it  feemed  to  him  of  the  utmofl:  Confequence, 
that  thofe  who  had  the  Government  and  Dir. 
Tt&ion  of  aa  Undertaking,  in  which  the  Inte* 
refb  of  the  Pi^biic  as  well  as  Individuals  were 
fo  highly  concerned,  fhould  have  a  Colledtipa 
of  thofe  Laws  in  one  Body  by  which  they  are 
to  govern  and  diredt*  That  Body  confifting  of 
a  Variety  of  Laws  and  Adjudications  of  Sew- 
ers, public  Agi'^ments,  Charters  of  Incorpo* 
mdon,  Returns  to  Commiilions  and  Ads  of 
Parliament;  the  letter  Qf  which  being  to  be- 
met  with  only  \ii  the  Statutes  at  la^ge,  and 
thofe  too  in  difFetent  Parts  of  ib  voliuninoua 

jWorfei  pf  the  former  fome  h^vipg  beeij  ne-^j 


[ii] 

vcr  printed,  and  others  long  out  of  Print  j  thtie 
Circumftances  taken  together  have  made  a  C0I7 
legion  of  this  fort  extremely  neceflary,  asvzith- 
out  it  more  labour  and  Pains  would  be  requiiite 
for  the  Underftanding  the  Conftitution,  than 
can  be  expefted  from  pentlemen  who  volun- 
tarily employ  themfelves  on  the  fole  Motives 

of  public  Spirit  and  Beijcvolenc?.- A- large. 

Plain  or  Level  confifting  of  near  400,600 
Acres,  all  v^hich,  except  feme  few  fmall  Hills, 
was  cover'd  with'  Water,  was  an  Obje^  wtucK  • 
from  the  infular  Situation  of  Grfat  Britain,  its 
Nature  and  Government,  could  not  but  at  fome 
time  or  other  engage  the  Attention  of  the  Pub- 
lic, and  the  particular  Care  of  Individuals.' 
As  an  Ifland,  Commerce  could  not  but  be  wove 
up  with  the  firft  Principles  of  its  Policy ;  its ' 
Nature  and  Government  could  not  but  carry 
that  Commerce  to  the  Heights  it  has  fince  gone, 
and  this  amongft  many  other  EfFeOs  would  pro- 
duce Populoulhefs ;  Populoafnefs  as  it  were  out 


licy  already  mentioned,  there  was  another 
which  might  operate  very  ftrongly  in  obtain- 
ing the  Favour  of,  the  Public  and  exciting  the 
Spirit  of  private  Men  to  engage  ip  the  Work 
of  draining  this  great  Level.— — The  Monkifli 
Hiftorians  and  the  Regifters  of  Abbies,  re- 
prefented  it  as  formerly  in  a  yery  different  Situ- 
ation from  what  it  was  at  the  Time  they  re- 
corded its  Hiftory  5  particularly  William  of 
Mulmjbury^  who  wrote  in  the  Eleventh  Century, 
and  who  in  the  Opinion  of  able  Judges  is  an 
*  authentic  Hiftorian^  dejTcribe?  Tborney  and 
the  County  around  it  as  a  Reprefentation  of  the 
firft  Paradife.  -j-  From  whence  arofe  fo  fatal  a 
Reverfe,  whether  from  ibme  great  Convulfion 
of  an  Earthquake,  or  whether  from  the  ordi- 
nary Courfe  and  Progrefs  of  Nature,  can  by  no 

*  J.  Leland  Affcrt.  Arthur  F.  468.  a.  D.  tfen.  SaviIIe  in  Epift. 
ded.  ad  5  Script.     Ufher  in  Epift.  ded.  ad  Ecclef.  Hiftinam. 

^  In  ejus  (Helieniis  dico )  Epifcbpi  parochia,  eft  Thomeias 
ccenobium.  Thorneia  ulterior  (cripcp,  et  icontradtior  fpacio, 
^d  prior  laudum  Titulo,  Paradifi  fimul^crum,  quod  amsenitate 
jam  coelbs  ipibs  iitiaginetur,  in  ipiis  paludihus  aVborum  fe^ax,  (Jaae 
enodi  proceritate  luctancur  ad  fydefa.  Equorea  planities  herba- 
rum  viridantibus  comis  oculos  advocat,  currentibus  per  caoipum 
nullus  offenfioni  datur  locus.  Nulla  ibi  vel  exigua  terrae  portio 
vacat,  hie  in  pomiferas  arboifes  ferra  fe  fubjicic.  Hie  praetexl- 
tur  ager  vineis^  quas  yel  per  terram  repunt,  vel  per  bajulos  palos 
m  celfum  furgunt.  Multum  certamen  naturae  et  cultus,  ut  quod 
bblivifcitur  ilia  producat  ifte.  Quid  dicetur  de  aedificioi-um  decore, 
dnae  folum  mirabile  quantum  inter  illas  paliides  folidum  in- 
concuflis  fundamencis  fuftinet  ? 

Will.  Malm.  De  Gcftis  Pontif.  Ang.  Lib.  41.  Fol.  168,  b. 

a  3  Means' 


Means  be  (determined ;  nor  hare  thofe  v/ho 
have  made  this  Subjeft  their  Enquiry,  left  any 
thing  fatisfeftory  whereby  to  determitie  it ;  but 
certain  it  is  that  thefe  Accounts  of  what  lihe 
ILcvel  had  been  were  amongft  others  an  In- 
ducement, to  engage  Men  in  the  Undertaking 
to  recover  and  drain  it.  *  Bmdim^  who  pub- 
liflied  Mercatour's  Geography,  mcntiwis  At- 
tempts that  were  made  fo  early  as  by  yohr  ef 
Gaunt,  and  afterward  by  Margaret  Countefe  of 
Richmond,  to  recoverthis  Level ;  but  of  die  His- 
tory of  thefe  no  Traces  or  Memorial  is  left.  The 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  may  be  properly  fixed 
on  as  the  Period  in  which  the  Great  Level  began 
to  be  immediately  a  public  Care.  The  Streng^ 
of  Commerce  at  that  time,  which,  though  flie 
was  far  from  being  grown  up,  enabled  her  4o 
comprehend  her  own  Interefts;  the  great  Num-, 
hers  of  ingenious  and  induftrious  Foreigners, 
who  flying  from  the  Low  Countries  to  avoid 
the  Pcrfecutions  of  the  Duke  D'Aha,  fettled 


C  V  ] 

gether  conTpired  to  make  thi$  ati  Age  otl^ 
Govery  and  Improvement.  The  Queen  ex2tSt\f 
undemocd  the  great  Gonfequence  £o  large  a 
Tradl  df  Laiid,  if  it  could  be  recovered,  waJ 
of,  rich  in  its  Natui-e^  and  whofe  Prodne6 
from  its  Situation  might  be  eafily  niade  fubier^ 
irient  to  all  the  Pnrpofes  of  Commerce^  ^  The 
difficulty  of  recovering  it  feein'd  by  no  Means 
ttiifurmountable  J  the  intimate  connexion  zt 
that  Time  between  Holland  and  England^  made^ 
all  Men  eafily  believe  from  what  many  of 
them  hftd  feen,  that  if  £)xpence  and  Indufrry 
had  taken  from  the  Sea,  a  Seat  whereoti  that 
great  Republic  was  built,  an  Expedce  and  In^ 
duftry  not  fo  great  would  bie  fuflkient  to  re-^-' 
cover  from  the  Sea  what  they  had  fome  reafon 
to  think  it  might  have  poffibly  ufurp'd.— There- 
fore in  the  20th  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  a  Gommif-* 
fion  was  granted  to  Sir  T^bomas  Cecily  Sir  Wiltiani 
FitzwiUuzms  and  others,  the  Objeflt  of  which 
was  the  Draining  the  Fens  about  Clows  Crofs^ 
a  Return  was  made  to  this  Commiffion,  but 
there  is  no  account  of  any  Part  of  that  Plari 
being  carry'd  into  Executipn  5  the  difeafe  alFed:- 
ing  the  whole  Body  which  was  very  large^  and! 
this  being  a  Remedy  calculated  to  cure  only 
a  Part  of  it,  met  with  the  fame  Succefs  that 
the  like  kind  of  Application  doth  in  the  Hu- 
man Gonftitution ;  it  might  amnie  for  a  Time, 
but  it  was  impoflible  it  jfhould  produce  any 
real  Effeft,  aj»  to  the  End  it  was  defigtf  d  for.' 
■  Thofe  were  Times  of  Sagacity,  Men  did 

a  4  ntyt 


[vi] 

oot  make  cme  Bluhder  the  Foundation  whereoii 
to  build  another,  a  Miftake  fet  them  right-—' 
no  more  CoQimiOions  of  this  Kind  ifibed  da- 
ring this  Queen's  Reign.  An  Aft  of  Parliament 
pa&d  in  the  43d  Year  of  Queen  Etizabetby  on 
4  general  Plan  for  draining  the  whole  Great 
Level  J  and  indeed  it  was  fo  general  that  it 
comprehended  all  the  Marihes  and  drowned 
Lands  in  England; — the  Means  by  which  it 
was  to  be  efie^led  ieemed  -equal  to  the  End, 
and  great  Expedations  were  conceiv'd  of  its 
Confequences  by  thofe  who  interefted  them- 
fclves  moil  in  the  Defign  j — but  all  thefe  Hopes 
were  dcfh*oyed  by  a  melancholy  Event  which 
happened  very  foon  after ;  the  Letter  of  the 
Law  was  left,  but  that  Spirit  which  was  to  put 
it  into  Execution  died  with  the  Queen  j  her 
Succeflbr,  whofe  Ideas  of  his  own  AbHitttes 
induced  him  to  believe  that  he  underftood  all 
Kind  of  Learning  Human  and  Divine,  all  Kind 
of  Bufinefs  from  that  which  was  tranfafted  in 
the  Cabinet,  do^vn  to  that  which  is  carried  on 


[  va  ] 

Recovery  thereof,  cannot  but  convince "  th<? 
moft  impartial  Examiner,  that  however  tran- 
fcendant  the  King's  Abilities  might  be  as  a 
Politician,  a  Scholar,  and  a  Divine,  they 
wer9  by  no  Means  calculated  for,  or  equal  to  a 
Work  of  this  Kind.  A  Multiplicity  of  Com- 
miflions  iffued ;  a  Variety  of  Difputes  arofe  be- 
tween the  Commiffioners  and  the  Country;  Or- 
ders were  fent  from  the  Privy  Council  for  carry- 
ing on  particular  Works.  Letters  were  wrote 
by  the  King  himfelf  to  the  Undertakers,  expen- 
five  Views  were  taken  of  the  Country,  a  general 
Diflatisfaflion  arofe  in  all  Parties  concerned,  much 
was  attempted  and  little  executed ;  thefe  were 
the  EfFedls  of  his  Royal  Favour  and  Protedi- 
on. — Diflatisfied  at  laft  with  thofe  he  had  em- 
ployed, and  to  make  Amends  for  the  long  ' 
and  continual  Difappointments  all  Parties  con- 
cerned had  met  with,  he  moft  gracioufly  con- 
defcended  himfelf  to  be  the  Undertaker  of  this 
great  Work  5— the  Recompence  was  fettled, 
the  Terms  were  agreed  on  between  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Proprietors;  that  -/Agreement 
was  carried  into  a  Law,  and  this  Royal  Ad- 
venturer was  on  the  Eve  of  beginning  his  Un- 
dertaking. What  would  have  been  the  Confe- 
quences  of  this  Adventure,  it  cannot  be  diffi- 
cult to  determine,  but  they  muft  be  left  to  Con- 
jedture;  no  one  executive  Step  having  beenevef 
taken ;  for  fuch  is  the  ftrange  reverfe  of  human 
AfFairSy  that  at  the  Time  the  King  was  me- 
ditating 


[  viii  ] 

ditadng  how  to  obtain  a  new  Gotmtry,  as  if 
were,  for  his  Subjcdts,  he  was  called  off  from 
that  Deiign  to  recover  an  old  one  6x  his  own 
Family,  out  of  which  they  had  been  expelled. 
•^-The  ill  timed. Ambhioo,  and  ih'ange  Po« 
litics  of  Frederick  Eleftor  Palatine,  whff 
married  the  Princefs  BUzaheth^  Daughter  to 
King  James,  induced  him  to  accept  of  the 
Crown  oi  Bohemia  j  for  the  wearing  of  which  • 
one  Year  he  afterwards  paid  as  a  Price  his  E- 
kfteral  ppminions,  out  of  which  he  was  drt« 
Ten  in  Revenge  by  the  Emperor  j— he  applyed 
to  his  Father  in  Law  j  his  Attempts  in  Conic-- 
QBcnce  of  that  Application  to  recover  the  Pala-< 
tidate  for  him,  and  other  political  Embarraf- 
Bients  which  attended  him  during  the  reft  of 
his  Reign  intirelyextinguiflied  his  Spirit  as  an 
Adventurer:— From  this  Time  nothing  feein» 
attempted  with  any  Eifedl  for  the  Relief  o^ 
this  Countiyj  tiU  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  King  Ct/irks  the  firft  j  at  a  Seflions  of  Sewers' 
held  thiit  Year  at  J.ynne,   Sir  CorncUm  Vcrmwy- 


[ix] 

<vere  greatly  averfe  to  it,  not  from  the  Terms 
of  the  Agreement,  but  from  their  Objedtions  to 
the  Perfbn  contrafted  with;  they  confidered  Sir 
Cornelius  as  he  was,  a  Foreigner,  and  therefore^ 
whatever  his  Charafter,  whatever  his  Abiliticis 
were,  this  was  a  fufficient  Objeftion  j  they 
\;i^ould  ftrbmit  to  no  Engagements  that  wert 
made  with  him.  National  Prejudices  are  not 
to  be  defended  oil  general  and  great  Rules 
of  Policy  5  all  that  can  be  faid  is,  that  thefe 
Were  the  Prgudiccs  of  EngliJhmeny—-^hWL 
with  all  their  Prejudices  about  them,  thefe  very 
Men  after  having  rejedled  this  Foreigner  Ihew^d 
the  greateft  Sagacity,  in  the  Perfon  whom 
they  fixed  on  to  be  their  Protedtor  and  de- 
liverer.— Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  was  at  that 
Time  Owner  of  a  large  Quantity  of  this  great 
Level;  he  was  a  Nobleman  of  high  Birth, 
great  Rank,  and  thefe  were  fuppprted  by  the 
moft  ample  Fortunes, — ^he  was  of  an  Under-^ 
ftanding  clear  and  penetrating,    ufed   to   and 

ready  in  Bufinefs ; of  a  firmnefs  of  Mind 

not  ta  be  opprefled ;  an  unfliaken  Integrr- 
ty,  of  which  all  Men  had  the  higheft  Opi- 
nion, and  animated  by  a  Principle  of  public 
Spirit,  which  made  thefe  great  and  amiable 
Q^lities  adtive  in  all  Matters  that  tended  to 
the  public  Good ; — to  him  in  the  Language  of 
the  Lyn?r  Iraw,  ^*  They  became  humble  Sui- 
"  tors  to  undertake  fo  ^reat  and  fo  noble  a 
**  Work,   (6    much '  concerning    the    whole 

*^  Country: 


."  Country: — ^A  Motion  proceeding,  fo  freeJjr 
."  from  the  Country,  and  feconded  by  all  the 
."  Commiffioners  prcfent,"  could  not  but  have 
.^e  £ffe6t  it  had  on  a  Heart  .warmed  with  a 
Defire  of  doing  Good  j  "his  Lordfhip  yielded 
**  and  did  agree  to  undertake  the  feid  Work." 
.—In  confequence  of  this,  on  ti;ie  1 3th  o^JanuMy 
in  the  fixth  Year  of  King  Charles  the  JFirft,  at 
a  Commiiiion  of  Sewers  holdlen  at  Lynne  .ia 
Norfolk,  was  made  a  La^^,  which  for  its  Ex- 
■  cellence  hath  ever  fince  been  called  The  Lynn 
Law:  « This  recites  the  Agreement  made  be- 
tween the  E)arl  of  Bedford  and  the  Proprietors, 
which  is  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Power 
And  Jurifdidtion  of  Sewers,  and  is  in  fome  fort 
the  Foundation  of  all  the  Laws  relative  to  the^ 
Bedford  Level  Corporation  : — By  this  Law  the 
Earl  was  to  have  95,000  Acres  of  the  drained 
Lands  for  his  Satisfection  on  account  of"  the 
£)xpence  ^d  Hazard  fuch  a  Work  carried 
with  it;  of  which  95,000  Acres  40,000  were 
to  be  appropri-ated  for  continuiiif^  and  prefen 


jTheir  Affiftarice;  and  the  next  Year  thirteei^ 
Gentlemen  of  high  Rank,  Property  and  In- 
tereft  in  that  Gotintry^  ofiered  themfelves  tp 
become  Adventurers  with  him  :^— the  Earl  ac- 
ceptcd  their  Offers,  and  the  Terms  of  theif 
Agreement  are  contained  in  a  Deed  which  ia 
called  The  Indenture  of  Fourteen  Parts :  * — ^the 
Work  was  inftantly  begun ;  Unanimity,  Spirit, 
and  Judgment,  niade  up  the  Charadiers  of  the 
Adventurers;  the  Succefs  wias  equal  to  what 
ilich  Gharafters  promifed ;  the.  Royal  Favour 
flione,  upon  this  chofen  Band,  who  were  en- 
terprizing  at  their  own  Expence,  for  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Thoufands  :^— In  the  tenth  Year  of  his 
Reign,  King  Charles  the  Firft  granted  the  Earl 
and  his  Adventurers  a  Gharter  of  Incorporation,^ 
with  Privileges  which  it  well  became  the 
Crown  to  grant,  becaufe  they  were  granted 
to  thofe  who  defervcd  them.  In  that  Charter 
arc  contained  Provifions  for  the  Religious  and 
Civil  Liberties  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  new  Country,  and  the  Earl 
oi Bedford  is  appointed  to  its  Government;-— the 
Charter  according  to  the  Ufage  of  thofe  Times 
is  in  the  Latin  Tongue  ;-7-it  is  fo  interefting  in 
its  Nature,  that  for  the  Sake  of  thofe  who  are 
not  well  acquainted  with  that  Language  j— the 
Editor  hath  accompanied  it  with  an  Englijh 
Tranflation,  *^  in  which  he  hath  endeavoured  to 
preferve  the  Senfe  and  Spirit  of  the  Grant, 
as  fer  ^8  it  could  be  done  from  the  Original,' 

which 
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which  16  not  a  Compofition  remark2bl&  ^  l» 
Elegance  or  Propriety  of  Stile.  Warmed  by 
this  Beam  of  Royal  Sunihine,  the  Eul  and 
bis  Adventurers  proceeded  with  {6  much  Vi-r 
gour  afid  Spirit,  that  notwithftandieg  the  great 
Expence  and  Ha2ard  that  attended  the  Uh^ 
dertaking,  the  Work  was  finiihed  in  the  thir- 
teenth Year  of  King  Charles  the  Firft.  At  a 
Seilions  of  Sewers  held  the  twelfth  oSOEhber 
that  Year  at  St.  Ives  in  the  County  of  Hunting* 
Jorty  the  Commiffioners  decreed  the  great  Le- 
vel chained  according  to  the  Intent  of  the  Lytm 
Law,  and  the  95,000  Acres  to  be  fet  out  as  a 
a  Reconnpence  for  the  Earl; — ^his  Majefty's 
Surveyor  General  affifted  in  the  Work  ; — ^the 
Lands  were  fet  out,  a  Schedule  of  the  Particu- 
lars whereof  was  fi'anoed  by  the  CommiiHoners, 
and  returned  into  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  and 
nothing  was  left  to  be  done,  but  the  putting 
the  ^arl  and  his  Adventurers  into  PofleilicHi  of 
what  they  had  fo  dearly  earned. — 'That  Law  of 
Sewers  makes  a  material  Part  of  the  prefent 
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f9L&enfi^k  c^  King  Cb^irks  lie  Firft;  whether 
j^ofn  a  Piflike  tp  the  Earl  of  Eeifford  who  was 
^  utfcr  finfltny  tq  the  dangerous  Politics  of  thdfe 
Time^,  a»4  w«   of  great  Weight  with  all 
iijjpfe  who  ®ppoied  the  Paces  the  King  was 
puddflg  towafds  ^n  Eilablifhment  of  abfolute 
iprovernm^ntj  or  wltfther  it  was  owing  to  the 
gre0)|ig  ^xigeecies   of  his  Majefty's  private 
Finan€.e%  which  his  unpopular  Trcafurer,  the 
Piihpp  of  liOndony   might  think  the  Meafure 
Bis   Majefty   afterwards   took    might  relieve, 
gt  th«  Piftancf  of  Time  cannot  be  determined  j 
^ut  certain  it  is,  that  very  foon  afterwards  the 
X)^p(^ion  of  die  King  towards  the  Earl  and 
]^is  Adventurers  was  intirely  changed ;   that 
jCing  who  by  his  Charter  dated  the  13th  <^ 
J^fb  16 J5,  expreflcd  his  higheft  Approbation 
of  their  Froceedings,  aiKl  granted  them  all  the 
jPrivileges  whiph  were   nccefiary  for  carrying 
pn  their  Undertaking,  in  lefs  than  feur  Years, 
ij:)y  fijeh  Means  as  ill  became  a  King,  perfe- 
cuted  thofe  very  Men  he  had  before  io  kindly 
protend,  to  the  almofl:  iotire  RuIq  of  the  Un- 
dertaking, and  the  Deftrud:ion  of  the  private 
Fortunes  of  moft  of  thofe  who  had  with  fo 
inuch  public  Spirit  engaged  in  this  Rifque; 
a  Commi^on  qf  8ewers  was  dired:ed  to  Offi- 
jcers  and  S»vants  of  the  Crown,   and  thofe 
whona  the  Court  had  obliged ;  who  intircly 
lin^cqnjkinted  with  the  Bqiine^,  and  as  litde 
^ff^d  in  the  E^vent  of  it  as  Strangers  could 

be 


[  xiv  ] 
be,  were  to  examine  into  the  Proceedings  of 

tiic  Earl  and  his  Adventurers.— —They  met 
at  Huntingdon  on  the  12th  oi  April  1639^;— if 
on  fo  ferious  a  Subject,  Gravity  did  not  peculi- 
arly belong  to  the  Manner  of  treating  it,  one 
plight  be  indulged  a  Smile  at  the  Idea  of  the 
firft.  Interview  of  thefe  Court  Judges  j  thole 
who  had  figur'd  together  in  a  Drawing  Room 
.as  the  Embroidery  of  a  Court,  now  met  toge- 
ther for  the  firft  Tilfle  in  an  Alehoufc  in  the 
Country,,  as  the  Tools  to  be  employed  in  com- 
mitting an  h&.  of  the  higheft  OpprelHon  and 
Injuftice  j— they  were  well  inftrudted  in  their 
Bufinefs  before  they  fet  out,  which  was  to  tra- 
verfe  the  whole  of  what  the  St.  Ives  Law 
had  done  not  above  fix  Months  before.— Thofe 
Commifiioners  who  met  at  St.  Ives,  underftand- 
ing  in  the  Bu0nefs,  unbiased  in  their  Opinions, 
determined  the  Work  compleat,  and  adjudg^ 
the  Earl  of  Bedford  and  his  Adventurers,  en- 
titled to  the  Recompence  they  adventured  for : 
— Thefe  Court  Commiflioners  i";norant  of  the 
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that  thofe  by  whom  they  vvrere  employed  eft* 
tertained  of  them ;  that  orl  the  9th  of  Aprils 
two  Days  before  they  met^  a  Letter  bearing 
Date  on  that  Day  was  wrote  to.  them  by  the 
High  Treafurer  the  ISiihpip  oi  London^  to  con- 
firm them  in  the  good  Purpofes  they  fet  out 
on ; — and  for  fear  mis  fhouid  not  have  its  de* 
fired  EfFeft,  on  the  13th  which  was  the  Day 
after  they  met,  the  King  himfelf  condefcended 
to  write  to  them,  and  the  Royal  Signet  was 
proftituted  to  the  Purpofes  of  Oppreffion  and 
Injuftice.  It  feems  by  thofe  Letters  the  King 
had  been  much  enlightened  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  three  Days,  and  he  knew  that  to  be  a 
Fa6l  before  Examination,  which  thefe  Gom- 
miflioners  were  to  make  a  Fadl  after  they  had 
examined.  In  thofe  Letters  the  King  declares 
that,  fince  the  Lord  Treafurer  had  fent  his 
Difpatches,  he  was  perfedly  well  fetisfiied  that 
the  Earl  of  Bedford  had  not  drained  the  Coun- 
try, and  offers  himfelf  t6  be  the  Undertaker 
of  the  Work.  If  the  Lord  Treafurer's  Letters 
warmed  the  Commiffioners  in  the  PurpofcS 
they  had,  they  glowed  at  this  flrange  but 
jR.oyal  Mandate  of  his  Majeftyj— they  fet 
themfelves  to  work  with  the  greateft  Zeal  and 
Ardour,  not  by  Halves,  they  went  roundly 
through  the  whole  Bufinefs.— They  began,  irt 
Oppofition  to  the  St.  /wi  Law,  to  arfaigfl  the 
Earl  oi  Bedford' %  Conduft;  they  determined 
that  the  Work  was  incompleat  and  defeAiye^ 

b  tihey 
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diey  adjudged  the  Earl  and  his  Adventurers  not 
to  have  pemirmed  their  OontnuS:,  and  thcrefc»«  . 
not  entinod  to  thejr  recompencc  in  the  Manner 
it  had  been  contraftod  for;  and  with  fcanda- 
4ous  Adulations,  extollii^  his  Majefty's  great 
Coodnefs  in  offering  to  undertake  the  Worfc^ 
they  moft  ^meanly  accepted  his  PrbpofaU  with 
a  fice  SH^iii  Offering  of  57060  Acres  more  Sx 
his  princely  Care  of  this  diftrtifed  Country  j— 
to  ditlreis  die  Earl  and  his  Adventurers  they 
Smpofed  an  AHoitrary  Tak  ctf  so>.  an  Acre 
X/a  the  95,00c  Acres  amoontih^  in  the  whcfe 
to  142,500/.  well  knowing  that,  howcvCT  kble 
the  Earl  of  Bedford  might  be  to  advance  his 
Share  of  that  Sum,  the  Circumftanccs'of  the 
reft  ef  die  Adventurers,  many  of  whom  had 
been  ruined  ty  the  Expences  already  incmrbd. 
Were  W  no  Means  emial  to  the  difdiarging  of 
fuch  a  Tax  j  and  that  if  they  had  been  fo,  it  could 
Hot  on  any  Principle  of  Calculation  have  been 
deemed  prudent  to  advance  it  on  thefe  Terms, 
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Attention  t6  anjrBufinefs  where  the  Happmefi 
of  Indiyiduats  was  the  immediate  Objedf,  whcil 
he  could  employ  hirndfelf  in  attempting  to  pro- 
cure and  eftebnlh  the  Prolpcpty  of  a  whole 
Kingdom.  And  fuch  was  his  Objed  whilft 
the  Bufinefs  of  this  Court  Cotnmiflion  was  car- 
ried on.  King  Charks  had,  ever  fince  his  com- 
ing to  the  Tfeone,  taken  all  Opportunities  of 
(hewing  that  his  Ideas  of  Government  were 
very  unlike  thofe  of  his  SuWedls,  who  well 
knowing  the  firft  Prmciptes  or  the  Gonftitution 
faw  what  Government  fhould  and  ought  to  ht. 
—He  had  treated  Parliaments,  as  only  Mrni- 
fters  of  his  Power,*  had  called  them  to  dlffolve 
them,  when  they  took  on  fhemfelves  to  cxet^ 
cife  any  of  thofe  rowers  which  the  wife  Policy 
of  this  Conftitotion  hath  afm'df  them  with,  and 
ventured  himfelf  tvcn  to  levy  Money  without 
their  Concurrence  or  Imcrpoiition,  AH  theie 
Caufes  and  fcverd  others  well  known  in  Hi- 
ftory,  had  Been  long  working  to  K^t  up  that 
general  FUme  which  afterwards  broke  out.— 
The  Earl  of  Bedford  ftood  foremoft  on  all  Oc- 
caiians  to  contend  for  that  true  polrtiral  Li- 
berty which  it  is  the  Privilege  of  mis  Conftittr*- 
tion  alone  to  enjoy :— A  f'lrLand  to  the  Prerogaf- 
tfve  of  the  Crown,  as  it  was  a  Part  of  the  Con- 
ftitution,  he  conftantly .  oppbfed  all  Ex^efleis 
which  arofe  from  carrying  it  beyond  its  Bounds, 
as  Encroachments  dangeroxis  to  the  Liberties  of 
the  Sttbjed,  and  at  th^  fame  finic  dellrudivfe 
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of  that  Prerogative  itfelf.  It  was  on  him  that 
on  all  great  Occaiions,  the  £ye3  of  good  Men 
were  turned.  The  Bufinefs  of  this  Court  Com- 
miflion  was  tran&dUng  at  a  Time,  when  the 
Fire  was  firft  lighted  up  in  Scotland',  there  a 
Rebellion  was  adhially  begun  and  the  Coun- 
try was  in  Arms : — The  &tal  Confeqaentxs  of 
tms  no  one  could  pronounce,  but  they  were 
fuch  as  could  not  but  be  forefeen  to  be  of  the 
higheft  Import  to  the  Nation.  From  this 
Time  to  his  Death,  the  Earl  was  whoUy  cm- 
ployed  in  a  conftant  and  watchfiil  Attention  to 
whatever  might  concern  the  Happincfs  of  thefe 
Kingdoms,  and  this  Undertaking  eng^ed  no 
Part  of  h^  Care  J — he  died  of  the  Small  Pox 
on  the  9th  of  il^  ,1641,  and  as  Cicero  faith  of 
Horte^uSy  "Ce0tei:!ita,fmmagist  quarafuorum 
•*  civium  tempore,  et  turn  occiMt,  cum  htgerefaci- 
•'  liusIUmpubticampoJfet,Ji'uiveret,  quamjieoarei 
"  vixitq;  tamdiut  quam  licuit  in  civttate  bene,  be- 
"  ateque;  vhere"^  The  golden  Dreams  of  his 
Majefty  and  his  High  Treafurer.  oFthe  Refources 
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he  lofl  his  Kingdoms,  and  with  them  his  Life* 
Amidft  thefe  great  and  weighty  Concerns  the 
Undertaking  he  had  been  fo  earneft  to  en* 
gage  in,  feems  to  have  been  totally  forgot. 
The  Works  that  the  Earl  of  Bedford  and  his 
Adventurers  had  made,  at  fo  great  an  Expencc, 
went  to  decay,  their  Drains  were  growing  up, 
and  the  whole  was  mnning  into  as  diftrefsfiil 
a  Condition  as  it  was  before  they  undertook  it; 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford  was  fucceeded  by  his 
Eldeft  Son  WilUam ;— the  Part  he  adted  in  the 
High  Concerns  of  thofc  Times  was  fuch  as 
might  be.cxpeded  from  the  Son  of  fo  noble 
and  great  a  Father.  As  long  as  thofc  who  op- 
pofed  the  Crown,  profefled  that  Oppofition, 
and  feemed  to  carry  it  on,  upon  true  confti- 
tutionai  Principles,  and  merely  to  preferve  the 
juft  Ballance  of  the  feveral  Orders  of  Govern-* 
ment,  he  was  mofl  Zealous  and  adive  in  con- 
curring with  them ; — ^he  rifqued  his  Life  and 
his  Fortune  in  the  Service  ^ — ^but  when  he 
found  that  they  meant  more  than  he  did,  and 
that  which  he  had  the  greateft  Hatred  to,  a 
Subverfion  of  all  Government,—he  inftantly 
quitted  the  Parliament's  Service,  and  went  to 
the  King  J  there  too  he  was  difappointed ;  For 
finding  that  wife  and  moderate  Councils  were 
not  the  Growth  of  the  Court,  and  that  the. 
Meaning  of  thofe  who  had  the  chief  Influence 
there  was  not  what  it  fhould  be,  after  halving 
been  perfecuted  by  the  Parliament  even  to  the 
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XjoCs  of  his  liberty  and  the  Sequeftration  of  his 
Eftate,  and  that  Perfecution  taken  offwiAout 
any  Application  from  himfelf,  for  he  nobly  diC- 
dainea  to  give  that  Countenance  to  their  UAut 
itation  which  would  have  arofe  from  any  TreflF* 
ty  with  them,  he  retired  to  his  own  Eilate,— 
iver  watchful  and  ready  to  come  out  if  aiiy 
Opportunity  offered  of  promoting  the  Elftn- 
tial  Eftablifhment  of  thefe  Kingdoms.  A  more 
amiable  Picture  cannot  be  conceived  than  this 
Oreat  Man  in  his  Retirement,  where  Frovi<* 
dence  feems  to  have  laid  him  up  as  in  a  Har*^ 
{kut  of  Safety,  and  to  have  pre&rved  his  Life 
to  be  an  Imlxument  in  brineing  about  thofe 
great  Events  which  afterwards  btppcned,  and 
which  were  the  greateft  Bleffrngs  this  Country 
ever  enjoyed  j  for  fuch  muft  the  ReAoration 
and  the  Revolution  ever^be  looked  upon,  and 
in  both  which  he  had  a  confiderable  Share. 
—In  this  Retirement  excluded  by  the  faid  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Times  from  all  Opportunity 
of  advancing  the  prefent  Interefls  and  Profpe- 
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nl  Parties  interefted  in  the  Country,  applyed  to 
the  Afleinbly  at  We/iminfifr^  which  was  theij 
palled  the  Parliapient^^  for  ^eir  $an(3ion.— r 
That  4fl?^hly  examined  *H  fprmer  Prq* 
ceedings,  they  declafpd  nuU  aod  vpid  4^^ 
extraordinary  Proceedings  of  thp  Cqurt  pomt 
miffipners  at  ffuntingdon^  and  pl^^ced  th? 
whole  Managetpeftt  pf  the  Level,  under  th^ 
Pire<9:ion  of  the  ^rl  of  Be^prd^  qn  the  ge- 
neral Plan  of  the  Lynn  Law, — ^that  Eari  of 
Bedford,  who  wh^  his  own  Liberty  apd  FoTr 
tune  was  at  Stake,  difdained  making  any  Ap- 
plicat/Lpn  to  thjs  ijjk:o]>ftku^nal  4^0embly,  yf t 
when  the  H^ppinefs  of  thoufands,  whp  werp 
d^ftreded)  prefe&ted  itfelf  to  him  as  an  Obje^ 
condefcended  for  their  .Sakes  to  4^  under  thejir 
A.uthorky,-*-7a  rare  ^flapce,  and  which  could 
only  flow  fi:om  the  moft  beneyolent  Heart. 
This  Ad:  i$  called  the  pretended  A^  of  Parliar- 
jnent,  and  pafled  in  the  Year  i649,  ^Frpm 
this  Tinae  the  Undertaking  proceeded  vniif. 
wonderful  Succefs  ;-7-the  Earl  and  his  Adven- 
turers repaired  the  decayed  Works^  made  new 
ones,  and  ^that  Couiptry  hath  been  ever  iince 
making  a  regi4^  Pxogre^  towards  the  Perfec- 
J;ipn  it  is  arrived  at  in  its  preibnt  happy  State,---- 
3opn  9j^er  ^the  Reftoration,  and  when  fuch  ge- 
oerjil  3.M£nd[s  of  ^e  ^t^te  neceilary  on  fuch 
#.n  Event  )i^d  beei;i  gone  through,  the  Earl  pf 
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'Bedford  fet  about  a  Bufinefs  which  he  had 
much  at  Heart,  as  it  was  of  the  utmoft  Con- 
fcqucnce  to  the  whole  Great  Level  of  the  Fens. 
This  was  the  obtaining  an  A3  of  Parliament 
to  ratify  and  confirm  what  had  been  done  in 
confequence  of  the  Lynn  Law  and  the  pretend- 
ed A&  of  Parliament;  to  make  the  Adventu- 
rers a  Corporation,  and  form  fuch  a  Syftem  of 
Laws  for  the  Government  thereof,  as  might  be 
befl  calculated  to  promote  all  the  Ends  intend- 
ed by  fuch  an  Eftabliflimcnt. — A  Bill  for  this 
Purpofe  was  brought,  into  Parliament  in  the 
X5th  Year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  af- 
ter as  much  Confideration  as  ever  was  given  to 
•any  Bill  brought  into  Parliament,  was  that 
Year  paffed  into  a  Law. '  — Thofe  who  read  that 
A&,  knowing  the  Principles  on  which  it  was 
■ibundcd,  and  the  Ends  propofed  to  be  attained 
by  it,  cannot  but  admire  it  as  one  of  the  moft 
perfeft  Inftances  of  the  Wifdom  and  Abilities 
of  the  Leglflature,  that  the  extenfive  Statute 
Laws  of  this  Country  can  fiirnifli ; — and  this 
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a  Law  is  Certainty,  from  the  Confequenccs  al- 
ready mentioned  this  hath  a  fair  Right  to  claim 
that  Priority  amongft  the  Laws  of  this  Country 

which  the  Editor  hath  given  it. In  that 

Aft  of  Parliament  the  Adventurers  are  made 
a  Corporation  to  have  Succeffion  for  ever;  the 
Manner  of  their   Continuance  is   prefcribed, 
their  Powers  are  declared,  the  whole  95,000 
Acres,  which  was  the  Recompencc  for  the 
Work  of  draining,  are  made  fiibjeft  to  Taxes 
to  be  annually  laid  and  raifed,    for  the  Sup- 
port and  Maintenance  of  the  Works  of  the  Le- 
vel.    The  publick  Meetings  of  the  Corpora- 
tion are  fixed,  and  the  Buiinefs  of  thofe  Meet- 
ings direfted :  To  recite  it,  is  to  fet  forth  its 
Excellence,  but  as  it  is  printed  in  this  Collec- 
tion, that  would  be  an  unneceffary  Repetition*. 
Thus  the  Editor  hath  trac'd  this  Undertaking 
from  its  Infant  State  through  the  feveral  Stages 
of  its  Progfefs,  till  it  arrived  to  Maturity,  un- 
der the  A<a  of  the  1 5th  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond ;  which  he  hath  endeavoured  to  do  with 
-  the  utmofl  Concifenefs  and  Impartiality,  and  in 
which  is  contained  the  Political  Hiftory  of  the 
Inftitution  of  the  feveral  Laws- that  were  made 
'  on  this  Account  to  that  Period.     The  Adt  of 
the  15th  oi  Car.  2i  with  all  its  Excellencies, 
was  not  without  its  Imperfections  ^  all  human 
Laws  have  them,  and  thofe  only  are  the  befl 

!V.F.?6s. 

which 
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whteh  hare  feweft;  but  it  mud  be  fiid  tbat 
thefe  Imperfe£lions  were  fuch  as  could  noe  be 
^efeen»  for  they  were  tq  be  difcovcrcd  by  Ei» 
perience  only.  The  1 5th  of  King  Cberks  the 
^ond,  had  given  ^e  Corporation  a  general 
Power  of  Taxing,  but  not  prefcribed  the  Form 
0r  Manner  in  which  that  Power  vras  to  be 
executed. — Under  that  Ad,  the  Taxes  were 
laid  by  Way  of  an  Acre  Tax,  fo  that  the  fame 
fpecific  Tax  was  laid  for  every  Acre ;  this 
was  found  to  be  a  Tax  of  great  Inequality;  fix* 
■as  tbofe  Lands  differed  much  in  Value,  whilft 
^  Produce  of  the  beft  enabled  thoie  who 
own'd  them  to  pay  the  Taxes  impofed  on  them, 
the  worft  Were  taxed  at  almoil  as  much  as 
dwy  were  iatrinfically  worth.  This  was  foon 
dilcorered.  and  the  Tax  was  i^ered  to  a  gra- 
dual Acre  Tax  of  five  different  Sorts,  and  the 
Lands  taxed  in  Proportion  to  their  Value  ;  but 
this  Remedy  was  not  adequate  to  the  Evil  com- 
plained of;  iot  the  different  Value  of  tiie 
Lands  was  not  afcertained>  and  five  Sorts  wece 
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procure  an  Equality  of  Taxes  ^-rtheir  Applica- 
tion was  kindly  received,  and  the  Legiflature 
ave  them  all  the  Afliflance  they  livanted; 
Commiffioaers  were  appointed  from  amongft 
Gentlemen  of  known  Abilities  and  Integrity  in 
the  Country,  to  furvey  the  Adventurers  Land, 
to  fort,  divide,  and  rate  it ; — ^they  proceeded  in 
the  Work  with  Unanimity  and  Dilpatch ;  they 
furveyed,  forted  it  into  eleve;i  Degrees,  made 
theLf  Return ; — ^the  Adventurers  acquiefced  in, 
it;  and  accordmg  to  that  Sutrey  *,  wnich,  toge- 
ther with  the  Aift  of  the  2otn  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  ^  appointing  the  Conuniflioncrs,  is 
contained  in  the  following  CoUeftion,  the  Ad- 
venturers Lands  have  been  taxed  ever  firice.  To 
the  Honour  of  thofe  Commiflioners  it  ihould 
be  remembered,  that  their  Sagacity  ajid  Impar- 
tiality ihewn  in  the  Execution  of  this  Truft 
was  fuch,  that  it  hath  been  confirmed  by  the 
Judgments  and  Opinions  of  all  Men  who  have 
had  any  Comcerns  in  this  Country  ever  fince; 
and^there  is  not  in  general  at  prefent  any  furer 
Way  of  determining  die  intrinfic  Value  of  the 
Lands  in  the  Bedfordht\t\  than  by  an  Applica- 
tion to  that  Survey,  where  Uieir  proportional  Va- 
lues are  almoft  exadlly  afcertained.  The  Aft  of 
the  1 5th  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  had  given 
Lords  of  Manors  and  Commoners  a  Power  to 
inclofc  and  divide  dieir  Conimons  ;r-this  wajj^ 

aF.  341.       !F.  3^3. 
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certainly  well  meant  for  the  Improvement  of 
the  Country;  but  the  beft  Provinons  may  be 
made  ufe  of  for  the  worft  of  Purpofes. — In 
purfuance  of  this  Power  the  Lords  did  inclofo 
and  divide  their  Commons,   and  die  feveral 
Commoners  had  their  refpeftivc  Shares  ai3ign- 
ed  to  their  commonable  Houfes }— but  it  was 
afterwards  found,  that  by  this  Provifion,  and  the 
Ufe  that  was  made  of  it,  the  Country  inftead 
of  being  improved,  would  be  much  diftreflcd; 
for  the  Commoners  ibid  their  refpedlive  Shares 
annexed  to  their  commonable  Houies,  dlHipated 
the  Money,  by  which  there  was  an  Increafe  of 
Poor,  who  were  to  be  maintained  at  a  great 
fexpcnce  i — the  Corporation  applied  to  Parlia^ 
ment  for  a  Repeal  of  that  CUiufej  the  Parlia- 
ment confirmed  the  Inclofures  and  Diviiions 
already  made,  on  particular  Conditions,  and  re- 
pealed that  Claufe  fo  as  to  prevent  any  Thing 
of  that  fort  being  attempted  for  the  Future;  and 
this  was  the  Alteration  made  by  the  Firft  of 
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mented  by  all  good  Men^  but  by  nofte  more 
than  thofe  whofe  Interefts  he  with  fo  much 
Spirit  and  Benevolence  had  advanced,  mtro- 
nized,  and  protected  during  a  Courfe  of  Fifty-* 
one  Years  in  the  Bedford  Level. 

Jn  the  private  Walks  of  Life  it  is  often  re- 
marked, that  the  Son  thinks  and  a&s  exadtly 
as  his  Father  did  before  him,— Where  Fami- 
lies fupported  by  their  Abilities  and  Confe- 
quence  have  their  Hiftories  read  in  a  Nation's  Eye, 
and  remembered,  there  this  Similitude  of  Cha- 
ra Aer  ia  feen  at  diifFerent  and  very  diftant  Periods ; 
and  after  Generations  are  paft  and  gone,  thofe 
who  have  long  flept  with  their  Fathers,  arife 
as  it  were  and  prefent  themfelves  again  on  the 
great  Stage  of  the  World.  And  could  the  great 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford^  like  the  pious  JEneas^ 
have  been  bleifed  with  reviewing  his  Pofterity, 
^ad  he  feen, 

> 
Ruflelia  de  Gente  Nepotes^ 

Sluftres  animaSy  n^rumque  in  nomen  ituras;  * 

with  what  Pleafure  would  he  have  beheld  the 
great  iPerfonages  that  were  to  defcend  from 
him ;  and  how  amply  would  that  defire  of  be- 
ing remembered  to  the  lateft  Times  been  gra.* 
tjfied  by  a  Profpeft  of  living  again,  as  it  were, 

*  i^eld^  Lib.  6.  («•  777, 778.. 


in 
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in  the  Middle  of  the  i^th  CeMury,  in  the 
Charader  of  his  moft  noMe  and  illaibrious  de- 
fcendant  "Jiht  Duke  of  Bedftrd!  when  he  had 
beheld  him  filling  the  firft  great  Offices  of  the 
State  to  the  general  Sati^ftion  of  all  good 
Men,  and  given  the  Sanftion  <A  his  entire  Ap- 
probation, to  the  feveral  Parts  he  had  scStcA  in 
the  Service  of  the  Nation, — He  wobW  with  a 
benevolent  Pkafure  have  viewed  his  kind  Care 
and  Attention  to  that  which  vras  Ac  Work  of 
his  own  Hands,  and  acknowledge  the  protec- 
tion and  Conntenance  he  extended  to  the  Bed- 
ford Level  Corporation,  as  a  fBoas  and  grate- 
fiiM  Tribute  to  his  own  MemtKy. 

The  Corporation  having  undergone  tio  Al- 
terations in  its  ConfUtution  for  more  than  half  a 
Century ;  the  Duke  of  Bedford  who  pcrfeftly 
comprdiends  its  ftveral  Interefts,  and  is  no  lefe 
zealous  in  promoting  than  he  is  able'  in  under- 
ftanding  them,  thought  it  highly  necefiary  that 
fuch  Amendments  fhould  be  made  in  it,  as  AI- 
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when  that  which  had  always  been  called  the 
Bedford  Levcly  ^  Name  vrhkh  comprehended 
the  whole  Country,  was  ^anton'd  into  the 
three  Diftrids  of  the  North  Level,  the  Middle 
Level  and  the  South  Level,  then  fkA  aroie  Ideas 
of  feparate  Iritcrefts,  and  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Lands  in  each  Diftrid:,  began  to  confider  the 
Intereft  of  his  own  Diftri<a  as  diftind;  from  and 
independent  of  the  other;—- ftrange  Miftafcc, 
and  founded  only  in  Names!  few  the  three 
Levels  are  all  the  Children  of  one  common 
Parent  draining,  ^d  as  fuch  have  one  com<* 
mon  Intereft;*— itheir  real  Divisions  may  deftroy 
them  all,  and  like  a  natural  Family  their 
Strength  arifes  from  their  Union. — ^Whatever 
Foundation  this  RefledJion  may  have  in  Truth 
and  Fadt,  yet  b&ct  this  Divifion,  the  Caie  was 
as  it  is  reprefented ;  and  it  was  carried  fo  iar, 
that  during  a  Minc^ity  in  tli^  Bedford  Family 
the  North  Level  was  in  a  great  Meafure  totally 
alienated  from  the  other  two.  And  in  ^the 
Year  1753,  on  ftating  the  Account,  the.  Mid- 
dle and  Smth  Level  Were  indebted  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  the  £arl  of  Lmcoh^  as 
pdncrpal  Proprietors  of  the  ^r/j&  Level,  on 
acconnt  of  dnit  Level,  to  the  Amount  of  xnoro 
than  1 8000  7.  a  Sum  whidh  they  could  xaot 
poflibty  pay,  thoi^h  the  Debt  arofe  on  a  moft 
Icdemn  CtMitradt,  and  wasatfiraded  with  all  the 
Circumftances  df  £qiiky  and  Joftice,  thatxac-^ 
com^cues  the  ikicdft  T^^^^  The  Duke 

.       .  .of 
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of  Bedford  iaw  the  fatal  Coniequences  this 
great  Debt^  which  was  ftill  encreafing,  might 
bring  down  on  the  other  two  Levels  j  he  faw  it 
with  that  concern  which  arofe  from  his  gene- 
ral Affection  for  the  whole  Country,  he  undcr- 
ilood  the  Difeafc,  and  foon  provided  the  Re- 
medy. ,  In  the  27th  Year  of  King  George  the 
Second,  under  his  Countenance  and  Protection, 
the,  Bedford  Level  Corporation  applied  to  Par- 
liament, the  Sum  of,  14750/.  was  due  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedf^d,  and  3 1 50/.  to  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln;  the  Duke  of  Bedford  moft  gcne- 
roufly  remitted  the  whole  of  his  Debt,  and  the 
Security  was  canceU'd ;  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  as 
generoufly  concurred  with  him  in  this  Meafure, 
and  by  the  North  Level  Act,  this  Tranfaction 
received  the  Sanction  of  Parliament.  In  that 
Act  the  feveral  Accounts  between  the  Levels 
themfelves,  and  between  the  Levels  and  the 
Creditors  of  the  Corporation  are  fettled,  and 
fuch  Provifions  made,  as  will  entirely  prevent 
^  thing  of  the  fime  Kind  from  ever  hap 
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^liere  are  farther  Provifions  in  that  Act  for  tii6 
t\irpofes  of  draining  the  North  Level,  and  foi: 
taking  dthcr  Lands  which  adjoin  to  ^  it^  into  a 
geneml  Plan  of  draining-  th^i  whole  is  printed 
in  this  Collection )  for  though  the  latter  Part  of 
that  Act  of  I^arliament  doth  not  any  way  affect 
the  Conftitutibn  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corpo- 
ration 5  yet  the  Editor  thought  it  of  great  Con- 
fequenccj  to  prefent  to  the  Publick  the  whole 
thereof,  as  containing  the  moft  comjileat  Syf- 
ten*  of  that  Kind  of  Policy,  on  which  the 
modern  Acts  for  draining  are .  foundedj  of 
any  that  hath  3^  received  the  Sanction  of 
the  Legiilature. 

From  the  firft  Accounts  of  draining  this 
Country j  there  Icems  to  have  been  always  a 
mutual  Jealoufy  between  thdfe  who  were 
concerned  in  carrying  on  the  Navigation  thro^ 
the  Great  Level,  and  thofe  whofe  immediate 
Object  was  the  Work  of  draining.  Thofe 
whofe  Bufinefs  and  Livelihood  arofe  from  be- 
ing Carriers  by  Water,  were  never  fatisfied 
Withj  nor  even  thought  they  would  have  e- 
nou^  of  their  favourite  Element,  and  feem 
to  have  been  afraid  that  the  Rivers  themfelves 
Would  have  been  reduced  to  dry  Land-  whilft 
thofe  who  propofed  the  Recovery  a-ftd  PrefbtVa-^ 
tion  of  this  Country,  meant  only  to  confine 
thofe  Rivers  within  their  proper  Bounds;  and 
always  fui^cted,  that  the  Navigators  would, 
as  much  as  in  them  lay,  prevent  that.    Hence 

Q  the 
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the  Prefervation  of  Navigation  makes  a  Part 
of  the  Policy  of  the  Laws  for  promoting  the 
Purpofes  of  draining.  The  Caafe  of  their  Je»- 
loudes,  like  many  others^  had  no  real  Foun- 
dation in  Facts,  and  arofe  from  a  partial 
View  of  that  which  was  the  Subject  of  it  j 
whereas  in  Truth  there  is  an  Alliance  between 
Draining  and  Navigation  in  the  Great  Level; 
it  is  a  natural  one»  founded  in  Reafon,  and  ce- 
mented by  the  ftrongeft  Ingredient  that  can 
make  Alliances  permanent,  the  true  Intereft  of 
the  feveral  Parties  concerned:  Where  was 
the  Navigation  through  this  Country,  what 
was  it  before  the  draining  was  attempted  F-^It 
could  be  carried  on  in  fome  Parts  only  in  fmall 
Fiihing  Boats;  in  others  where  the  Riven 
were,  it  muft  be  very  uncertain  and  very  ex- 
penfive.  There  were  no  Banks  to  be  made 
ufe  of  in  Haling,  and  in  general  the  Success 
of  the  Voyage  depended  on  the  Winds,  and 
the  labour  of  Mens  Hands.  A  Dependence 
A'bich    tliofe    who   are   the    leaft    acquainted 
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the  Niatufe  of  the  Ttadc,  to  which  it  wa?  td 
be  fubfervieiit  ?  The  Inhabitants,  whofe  Lot  wad 
thrown  in  this  then  nliferable  Gountryj  had  few 
WantSj  as  their  MeahS  of  fupplying  them  were 
very  fcahty^  Luxury  was  an  Idea  they  h^id 
not  acquired^  and  their  Wiflies  ftever  car- 
ried them  beyond  a  Defirt  of  thofe  Things^ 
without  which  Life  cannot  fiibfift*  But  when 
the  Adventurers  had  drained  the  Countty,  when 
in  Confequehce  of  that,  it  was  peopled/  when 
the  Labour  and  Induflry  6f  the  Inhabitants  in 
tilling  the  Ground^  was  rewarded  by  bounte-^ 
ous  Hatvefts;  wheh  irt  the  fublime  Language 
of  facred  Writ  this  great  Valley  fiood  fo  thick 
nvith  Corti^  that  it  did  laugh  and  Jing ;  when 
the  prophetic  Part  of  the  Charter  of  Incorpora- 
tion, granted  by  King  Charles  the  Firft,  was 
fiilfiird,  "  that  in  thofe  Places^  which  late- 
ly prefented  nothing  to  the  Eyes  of  the  Be-^ 
holders  but  great  Waters,  atid  a  few  Reeds 
thinly  fcattered  here  and  there,  under  the 
Divine  Mercy  Would  be  feen  pleafant  Paftures 
of  Cattle  and  Kine,  and  many  Houfes  be* 
iortging  to  the  Inhabitants/' — ^Then  it  waft 
that  Navigation  might  have  perceived  the  Ad-^ 
Vantages  that  arofe  from  its  Alliance  with  the 
land^  Intereft,  whofe  Object  was  draining.  That 
Navigation  was  then  firft  employed  in  carrying 
the  Riches  of  this  Country,  either  into  the  In- 
land Parts  of  this  Kingdom,  or  fo  their  Sea  Pofts^, 
from  whence  it  was  carried  all  over  the  Globf^; 
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the  Returns  that  were  made  for  what  was 
carried  out,  produced  Plenty  at  Home ;  t|u( 
plenty  foon  introduced  a  fort  of  Luxury,  whkh 
was  no  longer  contented  with  the  NecefSi- 
ries  of  Life;  and  this  eAablifhed  Cotmnercc,  « 
large  Share  of  the  Advantage  of  which^ccrued 
to  thofe  who  carried  on  the  Nav^tion.  Then 
too  it  was,  that  the  Adventurers  beholdinff  the 
leveral  little  Fleets,  that  traverfed  the  fli^Feat 
Parts^  of  this  Country,  freighted  with  ks  Pro- 
duce, fliould  with  Wonder  and  Gratitude  have 
acknowledged  their  Obl^ations  to  thofe,  by 
whofe  kind  AiGfiance  they  firft  became  as  it 
were  a  commercial  People,  and  without  whom 
in  vain  had  they  drained  the  Country,  in  vain 
had  they  till'd  the  Ground.  Such  might  have 
been,  fuch  ought  to  have  been,  the  kind  Dif* 
politions  of  thele  two  Intereils  towards  each 
Dtherj— but  Prejudice  interiered,  OblUnacy 
jJiat  conftant  Attendant  on  Prejudice  lent  her 
Aid,  and  the  Suggeftions  of  Reafon  pafled  by 
unnoticed.    But  however  unnoticed  Reafon*s 
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fervation  fuffers  Hothing  to  pafs  unnoticcil 
that  ftiay  tend  to  the  Happinefs  of  the  Great 
Level,  having  difcovered  thefe  Difpofitions, 
Ibort  availed  himfelf  cxf  them,  to  the  great 
Advantege  of  all  the  feveral  Interefts  concerned. 
Whatever  Mechanical  Advantage  the  Navi- 
gation of  this  Country  had  received  by  the 
Works  of  the  Adventurers ;  though  the  Rivers 
by  being  contained  within  their  Banks,  had  m 
fome  Places  been  fo  much  deepened^  as  to  ad- 
mit the  Paffagc  of  Veflels  of  greater  Burthen 
than  had  before  been  us'd;  though  thefe  Banks 
were  of  the  greateft  Advantage,  ferving  as 
Roads  by  the  Sides  of  Rivers  for  the  Horfes 
which  draw  the  Boats  along  to  pafs;  though 
Sluices  had  been  built  for  draining,  which 
much  improved  the  Navigation ;  yet  no  Tolls 
had  ever  been  paid,  no  Acknowledgments  mad6 
by  the  Navigators,  for  the  Aififlance  which 
they  received  from  the  great  and  expenfive  Works 
of  the  Adventurers; — the  Equity  and  Juf- 
tite  of  the  Payniient  of  fucli  ToUs,^  were  fuffici- 
ently  underftood,  were  eftablUhed  and  fettled 
by  the  Charter  of  Incorporation  granted  by  King 
Cbarks  the  Firftj  thou^  it  doth  tibt  appear 
that  any  Payments  were  ntiade  in  Confequence 
thereof;  Navigation  waa  theik  in  its  In- 
fancy; the  Tolls  had  they  been  paid,  at  that 
Time  perhaps  were  fcarce  worth  the  Expencc 
that  would  have  attended  their  Colledtion;  and 
the   fubfequent  Difpofitions   of  -ihc-  King   ta 

C  3  Friiih\s 
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Francis  Earl  oi  Bedford  and  thc  reft  of  the  Ad« 
venturers,  manifeHed  at  Huntifigdon,  caft  a 
Cloud  on  that  Charter  from  which  it  never 
^fter  emerged,  though  it  is  ftill  a  iUl>ilfting 
Charter,  and  in  as  fiill  Force  now  as  when 
it  was  granted,  except  in  fuch  Parts  of  it  as 
have  been  altered  by  the  Interpofition  of  th? 
LegillatuFe. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  fuch  wer-e  the  kind  DiiV 
pofitions  of  thofe  whofe  Objedt  was  the  Preicr-r 
vation  of  the  Great  Level  by  draipipg,  and 
thofe  who  carried  on  the  Navigation  through 
the  fame  towards  each  other,  when  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  firft  undertook  to  obtain  for  the 
Country,  thofe  Advantages  which  might  re- 
fult  therefrom, 

There  is  a  very  confiderable  Navigation  car* 
ried  on  through  the  Great  Level  from  the  Port 
oi  Lynn  up  into  Huntingtonjhire  and  Noribamp-' 
tonjhire,  by  which  the  Inhabitants  of  theie  and 
the  adjacent  Counties,  are  furoifhed  with  many 
of  the  Neceflaries  as  v^ell  as  Luxuries  of  Life, 
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plied  to  the  Bedford  Level    Corporation    to 
deepen  and  fcower  it  oiit.     That  Corporation 
iaw  the  Neceflity  of  the  Work,  acknowledged 
the  Utility  of  it,  but  at  the  fame  Time  con- 
fefled  their  Inability  to  undertake  it,  at  fo  great 
an  Expence  as  fuch  a  Work  muft  amount  to, 
which    would    either   exhauft  the  Provifions 
made  for  the  Maintenance  of  their  General 
Works,  or  engage  them  in  contradling  a  large 
Debt,  which  in  the  End  would  be  of  dange- 
rous Confequences  to  the  other  Parts  of  the 
Great  Level. — In  this  Situation  were  Things, 
when  a  Treaty  was  fet  on  Foot  by  the  Duke  of 
J^dford^  between  the  Bedford  Level  and  thofe 
who  carried  <  on  and  were  Principals  interefted 
in  the  Navigation.     The  Corporation  of  Lynn 
took  the  Lead  on  Behalf  of  the  Merchants,  and 
were  affifted  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole^  now  Lord  Walpole  of  Wolterton  and  Sir 
"John  T^umer^  Bart,  at  that  Time  their  Repre- 
fentatives  in  Parliament,  who  manifefted  great 
Sagacity,  Candour,  and  Diligence  in  the  Par% 
they   a<fted  for   the  common  Good.     Plans, 
Memorials,  and  Papers  of  different  Kinds  paffed 
between  the  tv/o  Corporations,  but  diere  were 
ibme  Points  of  Nicety  and  Difficulty  which, 
notwithftanding  the  good  Difpofitions^  that  both 
Parties  brought  with  them  to  t^iis.  Treaty,  re- 
main unfettled.     To  furmount  thefe  Difficul- 
ties,,  the  Duke  of  Bed^rd  himfelf  went  down 
into  the  Country,  and  with  other  Members  of 

c  4  thi^ 
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the  Bedford  Level  Corporatkin,  k  the  Sum* 
mer  of  the  Year  1753,  met  a  Committee  of 
the  l,yim  Corporation  at  Hmtingtm^  where 
all  the  Matters  in  dii^fcnce  were  maturely 
coniidered,  and  the  general  Outlines  for  an  A& 
of  Parliament  were  drawn. — The  fcveral  Parties 
intereibd,  well  pleafed  with  each  other,  agreed 
to  apply  tp  Parliament  at  the  enfuing  Seffions 
to  obtain  their  Sanction  for  what  they  agreed 
would  be  fo  much  for  the  mutual  Benefit  of 
Draining  and  Navigation.  In  purfuancc  of 
which,  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Parl^tnent,  a  Bill 
was  brought  in,  and  was  carri«l  through  both 
Hob&s  with  the  greateil  Unanimity  and  Suo^ 
cefs.  This  A61  of  Parliament  is  called  the. 
I^ene  A<S.*  The  Policy  of  that  Law  is,  by 
Tolls  laid  on  the  Navigation,  to  raife  a  Fond, 
for  fcowcring  opt  and  deepening  the  River  Nene 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  both  the  Ends  of  Drain'^ 
ing  and  Navigation  may  be  thereby  anfwered, 
'. — For  this  Purpofe  the  Corporation  of  Bedford 
J^evel  renounce  the  general  Powers  they  had 
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may^  be  fuppofed  to  be  mofl  aUc  ami  zealous  m 
advancing  the  Ends  for  which  it  was  obtained. 
This  is  the  firft  and  only  A&  of  this  Kind 
which  hath  yet  paflcd ;  an  Aft  which  thofe, 
who  underibind  the  feveml  Intereils  of  the 
Great  Level,  and  the  Navigation  through  it, 
look  upon  as  a  happy  Prefage  of  what  may  on 
the  fame  Principle  be  expeftcd  hereafiier^ 
There  are  many  cpafiderable  Navigatkma 
through  thr  Great  Level,  but  from  the  ouzj 
Natidre  of  the  Soil  of  the  Beds  of  tboib;  Rivers^ 
{com  the  .confequeooe  of  the:  Land^floods  which 
go  thorough  the  fame  to  Sea»  and  which  not 
|)afEng  thorough  the  general  Outfid  fb  &fl  as 
they  come  to  it,  Aa^ate  for  feme  Time  and 
leave  the  Silt  and  Soil  which  th^  bring  with 
them  at  the  Bottoms  of  the.  Rivers ;  from  thefe 
Caufes  thofe  Navigations  are  not  now  ib  good 
as  they  formerly  were. — la  a  Courie  of  Time 
the  Rivers  muft  grow  up  to  fuch  a  Degree^  that 
though  they  may  fcrve  as  Drains  for  the  Coun« 
try,  they  cannot  be  made  ufe  of  for  carrying  on 
tl^  Navigation.  Before  thefb  Difficulties  begin 
to  aft  with  their  fiill  Force,  it  may  be  hoped 
that  this  great  Example  of  the  Nene  Aft  wiU 
be  attended  to,  and  that  the  Navigators  wilt 
again  co-operate  with  the  Bedford  Level  Corpo^ 
ration  in  uniting  their  Efforts  to  remedy  the 
Mifchief.-r-sTo  induce  them  to  this,  let  them 
confider  the  great  Advantages  they  nave  re^^ 
i^ived,  for  near  a  Century,  from  the  Banjos  of 
2  the 
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the  Bedford  Level  Corporation,  which  have 
been  Roads  for  their  Horfes  to  hale  on.  Let 
them  confider  the  great  Damages  thefe  Bonks 
have  fuAaincd  thereby,  and  that  they  have  not 
contributed  at  all  to  their  Repair.  Let  them 
look  back  on  former  Times,  and  obferve  the 
Di&rence  of  the  Burthens  of  the  Vefiels  that 
were  made  ufe  of  in  thofe  Times  and  thefe^ 
^and  the  Weight,  Strength,  and  Number  (rf" 
Horfes  which  are  in  confequence  thereto  em- 
ployed J — They  may  now,  which  they  never 
had  before,  have  an  Opportunity  of  &eiAg  the 
Cooftitation  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation 
and 'its  Policy  at  one  View;  they  will  find  that 
the  Members  of  that  Corporation,  arc  Truftecs 
not  for  Navigation  but  Draining  j  that  they  are 
not  to  obftruft  Navigation,  but  that  they  are 
not  warranted  to  difpofe  of  their  Revenue  folely 
in  promoting  it.  That  if,  from  the  Courfe  and 
Order  of  Nature,  that  Navigation  is  decaying, 
they  may  At  flill  and  obferve  it,  till  that  de- 
cay affefts  Draining;    then   thofe  for  whom 


to  follow  the  Example  of  the  Nene  A&^  where 
Circumfknces  are  or  may  be  iimilar  ?  On  Prin- 
ciples of  Prudence  and  Juftice  they  cannot,  and 
from  what  hath  happened  they  have  already 
ihewn  their  Difpoiitions  in  thefe  Times  to  adopt 
no  other  Principles. 

Commerce  in  its  Infancy  was  carried  on  by 
Exchange,  becaufe  in  that  Stat^  of  it  few  were 
the  Articles  of  which  it  qonfifted,  few  were 
the  Merchants  who  were  concerned  it.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  Accounts  of  the  Inland  TrafiBck 
oijifricay  that  the  Moors  exchange  their  Salt 
for  Gold ;  •-»  a  Heap  of  Salt  is  put  upon.Jthe 
Ground,  near  it  a  Heap  of  Gold;  if  of  the  two 
Heaps  di^t  are  valued  againft  each  other,  the 
/uppofed  Value  of  one  exceeds  that  of  the  other, 
fometbing  is  taken  from  the  Gold,,  or  the 
Heap  of  Salt  is  increafed  till  they  are  brought 
to  fuch  an  Equality,  as  the  Merchants  con- 
cerned are  fatisfied  with,  and  each  Party  car- 
ries away  with  him  what  he  hath  thus  received 
in  Exchange. — As  Commerce  encreafes.  Ex- 
change decreafes,  the  Variety  of  Articles  of 
which  it  confifts  are  too  bulky  to  be  carried 
about,  ^nd  fuch  Carriage  would  be  attended 
with  an  Expenge  ingonfiflpnt  with  the  oeco-^ 
nomical  Rules  which  are  of  its  Eflence.  Hence 
fome  fixed  portable  Sign  of  the  Value  of  Mer- 
chandize in  general  was  to  be  found  out,  and 
^oney  was  introduced  in  Commerce  as  that 
jportable  Sign ; — biitMoney  confiftiAg  principal- 
ly 
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ly  of  two  Metak,  of  which  thwe  »  only  a  cer- 
tain Quantity  current  at  any  given  Time,  Com- 
merce may  fo  encreafe  that  there  may  not  be 
a  fufiicient  Quantity  of  thofe  Metols  to  repre- 
fent  the  whole  Quantity  of  Objefts  that  are  in 
Commerce.— This  Defeft  in  the  General  Sign 
introduced  Credit; — Credit  in  its  Iniancy  was 
that  mutual  Confidence  which  one  Merchant 
had  in  another,  that  on  his  Promife,  in  Confi- 
dcration  of  Merchandize  by  him  received,  he 
would  at  a  future  Time  give  a  certain  Quantity 
of  Money  for  what  he  had  fo  received.— This 
Tran£idx>n  was  founded  on  a  Principle  of  Ho- 
nour, and  its-  Advantages  in  Commerce  were 
foon  perceived ;— but  this  Credit  was  peribnal 
only  between  two,  and  ferv'd  only  the  two 
Parties  concerned  in  it. — This  put  Men  upon 
carrying  it  fiirther,  which  was  done  by  redur 
cing  this  Engagement  into  Writing,  wBch  be- 
fides  the  Advantage  that  arifes  from  the  Certain- 
ty and  Evidence  bt  the  Agreement,  had  a  far- 
ther one  of  making  the  Credit  alUgnable;  and 
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great  trading  Coo^panks  df  this  Kingdom  carry 
oa  their  commercial  fiufineis,  whiUl  tbofe  poA 
ibfibd  of  their  aifignablc  Secarities^  can  either 
k^ep  tbem^  or  convert  them  into  Money,  and 
)6nd  no  Inoonvenienoe  fimn  fach  a  Mode  of 
Jhropcrty.— To  this  fame  Principle  are  owing 
tbt  p&^  piablick  Improvements  in  the  Roads, 
Navigaticm  ^nd  Harbours  of  this  Kingdom;  for 
k  is  ctfi  this'  Principle  that  the  Funds  noceiiary 
Jht  (iich  Improvements  have  been  rai&d,  as 
without  it  the  Money  required  for  the  Original 
Chitfet  could  never  have  been  iiippdied,  and 
this  Country  had  iiill  remained  wii)hcilt;ti»fe 
Advantages  which  are  of  the  iitmoft'Xkn£b- 
tq^ience  to  it  es  a  trading  Country.— This  Prin«- 
c^Ie  is  £)  much  in  common  Uie,  and  £o  wove 
iip  into  dl  publick  Tranladbns,  that  if  we 
could  now  fuppoie  a  new  Body  eredcd,  whofe 
Obje&  was  Improvement,  Ccanmerce,  or  any 
^ock  End  as  publick  Bodies  are  ibrmed  for, 
that  Sums  of  Monqr  were  to  foe  borrowed  for 
llich  Ends ;  unbfs  the  Security  or  Mark  of  Credit 
w^  ailignable,  the  Embarrafment  and  Difficul  - 
ties  that  would  arife  fixuA  ^ich  a  fiiackle  in 
their  Conftitution,  would  be  attended  with  great 
Miichief,  and  in  the  End  prevent  their  arriving 
^at  that  flourifhang  State,  which  might  otherwife 
-be  exposed  -with  fome  Degree  of  Certainty 
rfrom  an  eftabliilhed  Credit,  Ability  and  Inte* 
•ffity  in  its  fbveral  Members. 

How- 
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However  digreflive  the  Editor  may  {ectti  td 
have  been,  yet  he  flatters  himfelf,  that  the  Pro* 
priety  of  what  he  hath  faid  will  appear  vrheil 
the  Principles  are  applied  to  the  Policy  of  an 
A&  of  Parliament  which  palled  in  the  27th  of 
the  late  King,  and  which  is  called  the  Bond  Adt 

From  the  Nature  of  the  Operations  of  Drain- 
ing, an  annual  Sum  ncceflary  for  the  ordinary 
Support  of  the  Works,  after  they  are  fini£hed» 
may  be  nearly  calculated }-— but  no  Calculatioii  . 
can  be  made  with  any  Degree  of  Certainty  of  the 
Expences,  that  may  arife  from  the  extraordi- 
nary Accidents  to  which  thofe  Works  are  lia'- 
ble-j— the  Enemies  to  be  contended  with,  ast 
the  Elements  of  Water  and  Airj  and  though 
when  the  Rivers  glide  gently  in  their  Courfc, 
attended  by  Wind  Breezes  to  their  Out&ll,  the 
Adventurers  in  Draining  may  look  on  with 
Pleafure  and  Security;  yet  are  they  alvrays  in* 
dulged  with  this  flattering  Profpedl?  Floods 
and  Tempefts  will  have  their  Turn,  level  the 
ftrongeft  Banks,  and  in  a  Moment,  as  it  wertf. 
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require  Sums  of  Money,  which  the  ordinary 
Courfe  of  the  Revenue  will  not  fupply ;  add  to 
thisj  that  the  Art  of  Draining  receiving  great 
Affiftance  from  Experience,  new  and  expenfivc 
Works  may  in  a  Courfe  of  Time  be  thought 
neceflary,  which  will  Hill  make  the  general 
Expence  more  uncertain.  Soon  after  the  Aft 
of  the  15  th  of  Car.  2.  the  Bedford  L,tvt\  Cor- 
poration, having  by  that  Aft  a  common  Seal, 
made  ufe  of  that  Seal  for  borrowing  Money  ei- 
ther for  repairing  of  Breaches  in  their  Banks,  or 
for  fuch  new  Works  as  the  Judgment  of  thofc 
concerned  therein  thought  neceilary.  They 
gave  Bonds  to  their  Creditors,  and  paid  tlic 
Intereft  out  of  their  annual  Taxes;— thofe 
Bonds  were  paid  off  by  borrowing  Money  k^ 
new  Creditors,  to  whom  new  Bonds  were  made 
when  the  old  were  cancelled.  Whoever  reads 
and  confiders  that  Aft  of  Parliament,  cannot 
^ell  entertain  a  Doubt,  but  that  the  Corpora- 
tion Creditors  could  not  obtain  any  Satisfeftion 
for  their  Debts  at  Law,  but  the  Goods  or  Lands 
the  Corporation  were  pofTefled  or  feifed  of  at 
the  Time  their  Demands  were  recovered.  The 
legal  Eftate  of  the  95000  Acres,  on  which  the 
T^es  were  to  be  laid  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Support  of  the  Level,  were  by  fiich  Convey- 
ances as  the  Aft  of  Parliament  dlrefts,  vefted 
in  the  refpeftive  Members  of  the  Corporation 
to  whom  they  were  conveyed,  in  their  natural 
Capacity,  liable  to  fuch  Taxes,  At  Law  there- 
fore. 
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fore  the  Creditors  had  no  Remedy  for  the  ftei 
covery  of  their  Debts,  except  from  the  Good^ 
or  Lands  of  the  Corporation,  which  was  a  fcry 
inadequate  Security.  This  Queftion  confidered 
on  Principles  of  Equity,  appears  mare  favoura-^ 
fele  on  the  Behalf  of  the  Creditors;— the  Mo^ 
ney  borrowed  by  the  Corporation  under  their 
common  Seal,  was  applied  for  the  Support  and 
Prefervation  of  the  Level,  whereby  the  Pro* 
prietors  of  the  95000  Acres  were  eafed  from 
Taxes  to  that  Value,  which  muft  otherwile 
have  been  laid  on  them  for  that  Purpofe ;  and 
had  there  been  any  occafion  for  it,  it  might 
have  been  worth  the  Creditors  While  to  have 
applied  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  made  jui 
Experiment  whether  that  Court  would  not 
have  obliged  the  Corporation  to  execute  the 
Powers  they  had  by  that  Aft  of  taxing  the 
95000  Acres  for  its  Support  and  Prefervation, 
by  laying  a  Tax  thereon  for  the  Payment  of 
fuch  Debts  as  were  contrafted  for  that  Pufpofe, 
and  the  Moneys  borrowed  fo  applied.  Thus 
even  in  the  Infancy  of  this  Corporation,  their 
Credit,  by  no  Provifions  being  made  for  itg 
being  fomewhat  Problematical,  fatal  Confe- 
quences  might  have  arofe  from  this  E^feftj 
but  thofe  who  were  well  attached  to  the  Un* 
dertaking,,  fiimifhcd  them  with  fuch  Sum^  a« 
were  vt^anted.  In  Procefs  of  Time,  thofd  who 
remembered  the  original  Undertaking  being 
dead,  and  that  Credit  which  arofe  from  theif 

Par- 
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l*^rtiality  feeihg  at  ^ri  End^   the  Corporation 
Wiere  forced,  as  it  were^  to  go  out  into  the  World 
¥iih  their  Credit.     Great  Sums  were  at  difFe- 
tent  TiftiBS  paid  for   firocuring  Money,    and 
:eaf  Expences  Wfefe  incurfed  by  the  conftant 
fXchange  of  Securities,  which  arofe  from  their 
not  havmg  fiich  a  Credit  as  was  afCgnable  at 
Market*    Oa  a  Review  olF  the  Necefiities  of 
the  Corporation,  arid  the  Nature  of  their  Credit, 
one  cannot  help,  wondering  at  its  Support,  un- 
der the  m]any  Trials  it  hath  undergone,    'this 
can  oniy  be  a'C^ouhted  for  from  the  illuftrious 
Perfonages  wh6  have  been  Governors  of  the 
Body,  that  Credit  hath  been  principally  fup- 
ported  by  the  Bedford  Family,  who  have  al- 
ways been  moft  ready,  when  call'd  upon,  to  ad- 
Vance  filch  Sums  as  were  neceflfary  for  their 
preiling  Exigendes  and  Demands*  Large  Sums 
nave  been  advanced  by  them,  the  Times  and 
Mariner  of  the  Payment  of  which  have  been 
left  to  the  Corporation  when  it  fhould  beft  fuit 
their  Finances ;  Inftances  of  this  beneficent  Pro- 
f  edion  occur  frequently  in  the  Journals  of  their 
Proceedings,  and  Wriathejly  late  Duke  of  Bed-* 
f&td^  left  them  by  his  laft  Will,  as  a  noble 
Marie  of  his  AfFeftion  for  the  Great  Level,  a 
t/Cga^  of  Two  thoufand  five  hundred  Pounds  j 
K6  died  yoimg,  and  was  not  above  four  Years 
Gbvemor  of  Ae  Corporation ;  but  by  this  In- 
ibnce  of  his  Bounty  he  fhew'd  that  benevolent 
Regard  for  that  Country,  which  makes  a  Part 

d  of 
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of  their  great  Cbaraflers  from  whom  Ik;  wai 
defcended. 

This  was  the  general  State  and  Nature  of 
the  Corporation  Credit.  By  "the  North  'Level 
Aflt,  which  fcparates  that  Part  of  the,  Livel 
from  the  other  two  as'  to  Matters  of  Revenue, 
the  Account  of  the  proportional  Share  of  the 
general  Debt  of  the  Corporation,  whicli  the 
Proprietors  of  the  North  Level  fliould  fuflaih,  is 
fettled,  and  a  Fund  created  for  the  Payment 
of  it;  and  the  Proprietors  of  that  Level  fland 
totally  difcharged  from  the  Remainder  of  the 
Debt  then  owing,  or  which  fliould  afterwards 
be  contradted  on  account  of  the  other  two  Le- 
vels. This  was  done  with  the  unanimous  Coh- 
fent  of  all  the  Creditors.  The  Account  thiis 
ftated  and  fettled,  there  remained  a  Debt  dije 
of  28,4.00/.  on  account  of  the  Middle  and 
South  Levels.  The  Revenues  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, and  the  State  of  their  Finances  Jiaving 
undergone  a  Review  in  Parliament}  and  that 
which  was  the  Foundation  of  the  original  Cre- 
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poratioD,  this  being  the  only  material  Defefl: 
therein,  a  Bill  was  brought  into  Parliament, 
and  pafs'd  in  the  2gth  Year  of  his  kte  Ma- 
jefly's  Reign; — by  that-A<ft  a  Fund  is  efta* 
bliflied  for  the  Payment  of  the  Creditors,  am-^ 
pie  for  its  Objeft,  and  fo  facr«d  as  to  its  Appli- 
cation, that  the  Corporation  are  reftrain'd  from 
ever  breaking  in  upon  it,  to  their  Prejudice. 
A  Guard  is  placed  againft  the  Corporation's 
ever  extending  their  Credit,  beyond  the  proper 
Limits  of  the  Fund  that  is  to  anfwer  it;  for  the 
fpecific  Sum,  which  they  may  borrow,  and 
beyond  which  they  cannot  go,  is  fettled.  The' 
old  Bonds  are  to  be  exchang'd  for  new,  and 
their  new  Bonds  are  made  aflignable  without 
Stamps ;  thefe  are  the  great  Outlines  of  that 
Adt  of  Parliament,  by  which  already  large 
Sums  have  been  fav'd  to  the  Corporation  which 
heretofore  were  us'd  to  be  paid  for  procuring  Mo- 
ney, the  Expence  of  making  out  new  Bonda 
or  the  Change  of  Creditors  prevented,  and  the 
Credit  of  the  Corporation  put  on  as  refpeftable 
and  folid  a  Foundation^  as  it  is  poilibje  for  Cre- 
dit to  have. 

' ,  Thus  the  Editor  hath  gone  through  the. 
Hiftory  of  the  feveral  Alterations  made  in  the 
Conftitution  of  the.  Bedford  Level  Corporation, 
fince  the  Death  of  JVillicfm  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
and  brought  it  down  from  the  Beginning  to 
the  prefent  Time.  He  hath  endeavoured  ta 
reprefent  Fafts  as  they  are,  and  only  fuch  Fadts. 

d  z  asi. 
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as  are  neceflary  for  the  better  underftaoding;  th^ 
Frame  and  Policy  of  the  Laws  he  hath,  pub? 
lifticd.  He  hath  colledted  thefe  Faa«  #Qn| 
general  HiAories,  Proceedings  of  pommiffio. 
ners  of  Sewers,  Records^,  and  Papers  which 
belong  to  the  Corporation;  he  hath  been  affi^ 
ed  too  by  a  CoUeaion  of  Papers,  print^  as 
well  as  Manufcript,  colletftcd  by  Lord  Oxford, 
now  in  the  PofTemon  of  the  Right  Honourably 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  and  which  that  nofalc  Lord 
lent  him  with  a  Politenefs  and  Literary  Benevo- 
lence, which  piakes  a  Part  of  a  very  aniiable, 
Charadcr. 

In  the  Courfe  of  thefe  laft  twenty  Year? 
there  have  been  many  Afts  of  Parliament  oh; 
tain'd  by  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  Great  Le^^ 
vel,  for  drainmg  feparate  Diftriftsj  but  by  theft 
no  Alteration  is  made  in  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Corporation ;  for  they  all  contain  a  Claufe, 
referving  the  Powers  of  the  Corporatipn  as  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  i  jtli  of  Charles  the  Second. 

Thefe  Ails  are  upon  this  Account  omitted 
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^^^qplei  of  Equity  an^Ji^ftjpRi^tru^Faift* 
44^64;  ^4  ti^  %  Qfii>9fit»/9^  ^ey  havQ  met 

with  in  Parlia«Kwl;  |^  bein  |n,  gpogsi  l»«|{u« 

^Iq4 f$ffrie4 on uppn tb/qtT&.M^  t^K<m Priad- 
dI^s  of  ^ljf4QtQf^  wi49^  ^»^  ii»  :tii«A:.  Qwa 

%  ^  ^l^ujfe  in  lila^  ftith^f  C^^j  tfc«:  JSficftii4 

I,aw»  aft4  C^(m^^Iism^Mfa^,MA  apr 
^i^  iH<;h  Q^f  €<»  a&  ^S(il  l«W9  WOtXMt.  Tflit 

ditor  to  look  into  the.!Qbsr^>  soA  ttib  l^sr^ 
and  Cuiloms  of  that  Mar(h,  as  by  that  Ciaufe 
they  ^p^  tf>.  l^  4^^  iqlft  <|^  .Co»(^tutiQo 
of  the  Corporation;  but  on  Examination  he 

fQHpd  thq  t w)  CQl>^^a»i  ib  dllfliSeot^  ti!iat 

^pply  thofe  Laws  in  any  oiie  Inftanci.to.  the. 
Government  of  the  Bedford  Level  Corporation. 
Jiumney  Marfti  is  a  largjp  smJ'  rich-.  Traft  of 
Land,  defended  from  tne  If^roads:  of  tiie  3ea 
by  great  and  expenfive  Works  j  its  Conftitution 
is  as  old  as  Henry  the  Third,  and  is  a  very 
wife  one  for  the  Ends  defign'd  by  it.  Its  ge- 
neral Reputation  induc'd  thofe  who  meant 
wellilp  the  Great  Level,  to  ingraft  it  into  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Corporation,  without  well 
f  Qpfidering  thofe  Lavvs,  that  if  any  Advantages 

coul4 
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could  arife  therefrom,  whatever  they"  were, '  the 
Corporation  might  have  them ;  and  on  this  Ac- 
count it  is,  that  thoie  Laws  and  Cuftpms  are  not 
to  he  met  with  in  this  Colledtion. 

Th©  Editor  cannot  take  his  Leave  without 
exprefling  his  moft  ardent  Wiflies  for  the  Hap- 
pinefs  and  Profperity  of  that  Body  whofe  Laws 
he  now  publishes ;  thefe  WIHies  are  founded  in 
a  Gradtude,  and  in  an  Aifedtion  for  the  Great 
Level,  which  becomes  him.  The  Sincerity  of 
his  Wilhes  ibr  that  Happineis  and  Profperity  he 
cannot  ftronger  evince,  than  ly  his  Prayers  for 
a  long  lafting  Continuance  of  that  illuftrious 
Houfe,  which  at  firft  form'd  and  hath  ever 
^nce  animated  that  Body. 

Stet  ffiriuna  dotims^  avt  numerentur  avcrum. 

May  a  Ruffi  Duke  of  Bedj&rd  prefide  as  Go- 
Temor  of  the  CcHporation  till  Time  ihall  be 
no  more  I 


■^  J*" 


LYNN    LAW. 
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LYNN    LAW. 

Caroi^us,  Dei  Gratia  y  Anglic ^ 
Scotit^ej  Francice  et  Hibernice 
Rex^  Jidei  Def en/or ^  &^c.  Omni- 
bus ad  quos  prcefentes  literie  per- 
venerinty  Salutem. 

JNSPEXIMUS,  Ordinationes  qua/dam 
five  decreta  de  Le  Sewers  indentat^  per 
quo/dam  ComrniJJionari^s  mftrosj  virtute  Com- 
mijfionis  ncftrae  nuper  ordinaf^  ina£taf^  ftahiUf 
et  decret*  manu  nofira  frofria  Jtgnat^ ^  in  Can^ 
cellar*  nojlra  retamaf  et  in  jiUiciis  ikidem  dt 
Records  rejidetf^  in  h<ec  verba. 

Car 01, us  Rex  a  ceo  ailbnta^ 

AT  a  Seffions  of  Sewers  at  Kin^s  Lynn 
in  the  County  of  Norfolk^  the  thirteenth 
Day  of  January  in  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Gradous  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles^ 
over  Englandy  &f.  ^Touching  the  draining  of 
the  Fens  and  Low  Grounds  within  the  Coun* 
tm  6i  Northampton^  Norfolk^  Suffolk^  Lincoln^ 
Camkridgey  ttrntingdon^  wad  the  JJe  pf  £^, 
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wUhm  the  Limits  of  this  Commiinon,  holden 
in  the  Prefence  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Francii  Earl  of  Bedford;  and  before  Sir  Rebevf 
Heath  Knight,  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General, 
Sir  Milej  Sandys  Knight  and  Baronet,  Sirjeh 
Carklon  Baronet,  Sir  Robert  BevHl  Knight  of 
the  Bdthy  Sir  jebn  Cults,  Sir"  John  Ptyiony 
Sir  Jobtt  Bell,  Sir  John  Hare,  Sir  John  Poky, 
Sir  Tbomai  Dereham,  Knights  i  Doftor  Henry 
Butts,  Vice-  Chancellor  of  Cambridge  %  Henry 
Smith,  Doftor  of  Divinity;  He«rf  Cromwell, 
Junior,  Sinelphus  Bell,  John  Percivall,  Mayor 
of  the  Town  of  King's  Lynn,  Francis  Parlett, 
Everard  Buckworth,  fbomas  Edwards,  Ed^nmi 
Skipwiih,  Humberjlone  March,  Thomas  Daxtxj, 
Andrew  Burrell,  John  OldfieU,  Tbcmas  Dere- 
ham, IVilliam  Leak,  Gregory  Gawfellj  Rotert 
G^wfell,  Thomas-  Drury,  Thomas  FijtchmfSt 
jbomas  Crofs',  mUiam  Hubfon,  f^iUiam  Hof 
ward,  George  Gtaphome,  Efquires ;  and  othm 
CO  the  Number  of  Forty  and  (me,  Commif- 
fioi^ers  of  Sewer$,  then  and  ttiprc  aflcmblecj 
by  Authority  of  his  Highaefles  CotntntflioQ 
ot  Sewers  to  them  and  others  dircfted,  it  is 
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•Year  of  his  late  Majefty's  Reign,  and  at  the 
Town  of  Cambridge^  at  a  general  Aflcmbly  of 
,the  Commiflioncrs  of  Sewers  there,  for  thofe 
Counties,  his  then  Majefty  having  declared 
by  his  Royal  Letters^  that  he  himfelf  would 
undertake  the  faid  Work  at  his  own  Charge  ^ 
for  the  Saiisfadtion  of  his  Majefty^s  great  Ex- 
pences  in  that  Behalf^  the  Quantity  of  one 
hundred  and  twenjy  thoufand ,  Acres  of  the 
faid  Marfli,  Fenny  Waftcs,  and  furrounded 
Grounds,^  was,  by  at)  A£k  of  Sewers  then  made, 
decreed  to  be  affigned  unto  his  Majefty,  his 
JF^eirs  and  SucceiTors,  to  be  allotted  out,  held 
and  enjoyed,  in  fucb  Manner  as  by  the  faid 
Ad  of  Sewers  is  particularly  and  at  large  ex- 
preiTed )  but  bis  late. Majefty  or  his  now  Ma- 
jefty, by  Reafon  of  their  other  great  and  more 
important  Occafiqns,  nor  any  ocber  on  their 
Behalf,  have  hitherto  undertaken  the  faid 
.Work  in  band)  whereby  the  faid  AA,  and 
all  the  Intentipns  thereof,  became  hitherto 
.  fruidefs  and  void. 

9ntl  fDl)CCC£tiS  bis  now  Majefty,  taking  The  Draining 
into  his  princely  Confideraiion  the  mifcrable'*^'""*^'^^^ 
Eftate  of  that  whole  Cbuntry,  which  of  ^^^^Ztlc^^ 
hath   been   more   furrounded   with  Waters,  j^jftgncfi. 
than  ever  in  former  Times,  to  the  Hazard  of 
thofe  Parts  thereof,  which  formerly  yielded 
fomc  JProfit,  and  to  the  extreme  Danger  of 
the  Perfons  and  Eftates  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

■ 

the  Places. near  adjoining,  and  of  rendering 

the  Work  almoft  impofllble  to  be  done,  if  in 

Time  the  fame  be  not  undertaken  and  pro- 

'  fecuted  ,cffcdually,   harh  feveral  Times  rc- 

.  •    r*  B  3  com- 
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tommended  the  fame  to  the  fpedal  Caft  cf 
the  CommllTioners  of  Sewers.     • 
ATaxUtdby      0nll  iB^CCra?,  in  PuHuance  of  fo  gtaCn 
the  ikid  Com- oyj  ^^  Intimation  unto  them,  for  their  own 


SwTM.  P''«*=  »"^  *°^  '*•«  P"blick  good,  the  Cttn. 
midioners  of  Sewers,  at  a  Scions  of  Sewen 
holden  at  Hmtitiedm  the  twentieth  Diy  (^ 
January  id  the  mih  Vear  of  his  now  M^  i 
jelly's  Reign,  for  Preraration  of  the  faid 
Work,  did  lay  a  Tax  of  fix  Shilling?  the  Acre 
upon  all  and  every  the  faid  Friiny,  Marih, 
Wafte  and  furrounded  Grounds ',  to  be  paid 
within  a  certain  Time  then  appointed,  nd 
now  long  fuhence  paft,  in  the  lud  laft  meo- 
tioned  Aft  expre/Ted,  which  Tax  or  Sum  of 
fix  Shillings  the  Acre,  nor  any  I^t  tbemrf', 
was  paid  according  to  the  faid  A&, 

ARK^lofi     3|tQ  mbeceaiB,  at  a  Scmons  of  ScwcfS 

S'sfr  cli  ^°^^^  *'  ^"^^  ^^^  '"  '**^  """'^  Caaaxj  of 

wL  FtrJ^  Norfolk,  upon  the  firft  Day  of  September  rffv 

JtH.  )aft  patl,  the  CommifOoners  of  Seven  tben 

and  there  alTembled,  being  Forty-fevcn  in 

Number,  in  the  Behalf  of  themfelves  ood  tbs 

reft  of  the  Country,  did  contraft  with  Sir  C»- 
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indiflTerently,  in  ibch  ^ort,  M^nndr  and  Porm^ 
as  ho-eaf cer  in  and  by  thefe  Prdents  flail  be 
o^efled. 

$UUI  t^^ead)  he  die  ftjd  Sir  Cmielius  Sir 
Verwfdm  hath^  upon  a  Map  or  Card,  de-  ^^^^dm 
fcribcd  the  faid  Fenny,  Marih,  Wafteand^*^^ 
farrounded  Grounds,  and  the  Outfalls  thereof,  '"^ 
by  Lines  or  ortier  Delcriptions,  and  alio  by 
Writings  twprfSkA  and  let  do#n  to  the  Com* 
milfioners  m  Sewers^  what  Drains,  Safles, 
SluQSS,  ftanks.  Cuts  and  other  Works^  he  in- 
tended to  make  for  the  Draining  of  the  faid 
iisrrounded  Grounds,  which  was  well  approved 
of  by  the  (aid  Comtntflioners  now  prefenr, 
and  he  was  contented  to  hare  undertaken  the 
faid  Work,  fo  as  he  might  have  had  Ninety- 
fire  AOttfand  Acres  to  all,  to  be  albtted  and 
afSgned  onto  him  (or  bis  Cham  and  Pains, 
and  not  otherwifei  but  the  Gotf^miffioners 
and  Gauntry  being  unfiling  to  enhrge  (be 
Quantity  or  Numter  of  Aacs  unto  him,  and 
die  Country  by  their  fevenal  Petitions,  re-* 
maining  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Sewers,  fhew* 
ing  tfiuch  UnwilKngoeis,  that  any  Contract 
tboM  be  made  with  an  Alien  bom,  or  any 
other  Stranger,  and  being  bumble  &iitors  to 
the  Rfght44onourabte  the  Earl  of  Bedford  now 
prefent ^  for  lb  great  and  io  noble  a  Work,  fo 
much  concerning  the  whde  Country^  and  hii 
Lord(hip  fttfo  in  his  own  Particular  would  be 
the  Undertaker  ther^f^  which  Motk)n  pro- 
ceeding fo  freely  from  the  Country,  and  be- 
ing fcconded  by  all  the  Commiffioners  prefenr, 
his  Lordfhip  yiekkd  unto,  and  did  agree  to 
undertake  the  faid  Work. 
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1  of  Ai-  j^tOtD,  the  faid  Earl,  according  to  ttie 
'*«'>"«-  .Agreements  in  thefe  Frefepts  exprrffed,  deth 
linioK  promife  and  undertake,  that  he  Ihall  and  will 
■bin  fix  do  iiis  bcft  Endeavour  at  hU  own  Cbatge,  to 
ut-  drain  the  laid  Marlb,  Fenny,  Wafie  and  fur-     | 

rounded  Grounds^  in  fuch  Manner  as  due 
they  ihall  be  fit  for  Meadow  or  Pafturr,  or 
Arable,  and  Ihall  begin  the  fiiid  Work  this 
preient  Year,  and  continue  and  so  on  with 
the  faid  Work  without  Ceflation,  except  at 
ftich  Times  only,  as  (hall  be  unfeafonable  (at 
that  Purpofe,  until  the  whole  Work  fhall  he 
fiiUy  finiOied;  and  that  by  God's  BlelCog  be 
will  fully  finiOi  the  fame  within  the  CoEipals 
of  fix  Years,  to  be  accounted  from  the  firft 
JDay  of  O^eber  now  next  enfutng,  unlcis  he  be 
hindered  by  the  Interruption  of  the  Country, 
or  fome  others  by  their  Means,  Content  or 
tVocuremenrt  or  by  fuch  other  cafual  Mexis, 
as  the  Commiflioners  of  Sewers,  or  the  greateft 
Number  of  them,  in  their  Judgments  fliall 
approve  to  be  jult  Rcafons  for  the  further 
deferring  thereof;  and  the  faid  Earl  to  have 
no  Recompence  for  his  Charges  and  Pains, 
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(b  by  Drains  or  otherWife  led  along  to  the  - 

OutfoUs^  it  is  agreed  that  fuch  Ouc-JSowings  ^  ^'■"'\- 

bjrfudden  Waters,  vfhkh  fliall  not  lie  longer  .^\^^. 

upoa  the  Lands  than  in  conveniedc  Tima  the  ,  ;f.  :^  " ' 

fame  may  pais  away  again,  (hall  not  be  held.  .  :•!» 
or  efteemed  to  be  a.  not  Draining  ther^f,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  Meaning  of  theie  pre* 

:  sum  it  is  further  enacted, .  adjudged,  or-  No  Lakes, 
dered  land  decreed,  tha tMeers^  Meer  Grouads^  Meers  or  Fort 
Pooled  and  Lakes,  and  fudi  Grounds  as.  (hall  ^^^'J^^^^^ 
according  to  Art,  and  by  the  Approbation  of  p^^^^^l^^i 
the  Commii&oncrs  be  left  for  Forelands  and  Lan^  given  fc 
Receptacles  of  Waters,  (hall  not  be  accounted  the  Draining 
CO  be  fuch  Grounds,  as  the  (aid  £arl  by  his 
Agreement  fliouLd  drain,  nor  (hall  be  accoun  t- 
ed  any  Part  of  thofe  Grounds,  by  or  out  of 
which  he  is  to'  have  his  Recompence  for  the 
faid  Work. 

.   ^0  it  is  .further  enaded,  ordered^,  ad-  The  Earl  of 
jadged  and  decreed,  that  the  (aid.  Earl  (hall  ^^^M^  to 
Im^  Ninety.five  thoufand  Acres  of  the  faid  acL^'^c'! 
"^Landsi  to  be  indifferently  allotted,   aflfigned  the  Commo- 
and  fee  out  unto  himr  of  the  feveral  Sorts  and  ners  Parts  to 
Qjialitiies  of  the  faid.  Grounds,  according  to  ^«  ^^^^  ^^^ 
their  fcvcral  Natures  and  Goodncls,  by  fix  of  "j^^^fi"^^'^'*' 
the  Commifiioners  of  Sewers,  whereof  three 
to. be  .of  the  Quorum,    upon  which  fetting 
out,  and  Allotments  to  be  made,  the  Cbm- 
mi(Iloners,  who  (hail  fet  out  the  (ame,  are  to 
have  RefpeA  to  tha  Commoners,  that  their 
parts  may  lie  next  to  their  own  Dwellings,  as 
near  as  may  conveniently  be. 


[,o] 


tztiafBed-       <3ttQ   ic    h  s^feed  that   the   Proportion 

firJ*»  Part  to  afoTcfaid^  iniiended  fof  and  oato  the  laid  Earf 

wtthiQ  three  ^  aforefaid,  (hall  be  allotted  and  fet  out  befcpe 

Months  after  the  Feaft  Day  of  St.  Michael  tbe  Arclumpl 

chr  Sorvey.    no^T  next  enfiUng^  for  U>  much  theroctf  as  be* 

fore  that  Time  (hall  be  fiiiveyed,  and  for  the 

Refklvie  within  three  Months  4rfter  the  fame 

(hall  be  furveyed ;  and  to  the  End  that  the 

faid  W(^k  of  Draining  being  once  perfoBOied 

and  finifhcd)   may  be  for  ever  akier  mam« 

A  Corporation  tained }   It  is  further  ordered^  enadted,  ad-^ 

•ad  40000    judged  and  decreed,  that  the  faid  Commif- 

£S  ProwV  ^*^^  together  with  the  (aid  Earl,  (ball  bc^ 

tioa  to  be  11-  ^^^me  humble  Suitors  to  his  Majefty,  to  ix^ 

able  for  the  Corporate  the  faid  Earl,  and  fudh  as  he  (halt 

Prerervationofafrociate  unto  him,  into  one  Body  Corpo* 

thr  Works  for  ^^^  ^^  Politick,  to  have  Cominuance  for  ever, 

thereby  to  epaUe  them  tJie  better  to  make 
Laws,  Ordinances  and  Orders,  for  the*  per- 
forming  and  n>aintaining  of  the  faid  Wcilcs, 
and  to  have  Power  over  the  Land  a(figped^ 
to  perform  and  maintain  the  laid  Works*  ai 
hereafter  followeth ;  but  over  no  other  Laods^ 
and  chat  the  whole  Ninety-five  thou&od  Acres 
(hall  entirely  be  made  liable  to  the  fiift  dOi^ 
ing  and  (ini(bing  thereof;  And  that  forty 
thoufand  Acres  thereof,  to  be  indifferently  af- 
(igned  and  fet  out  for  that  Furpofe  by  the 
CommiflTiooers  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  liable  u> 
the  Maintenance  and  Continuaavce  thereof  icx 
ever ;  And  the  faid  forty  thoufand  Acres  firft 
and  immediately  to  be  under  the  Order  and 
Government  of  the  faid  Corporation  for  the  End 
aforefaid  i  And  upon  their  Negle<^  or  Default, 


t ,,  ]     - 

to  be  under  the  Rule,  Order^  and  Power  of 
the  Cominifiioners  of  Sewers  for  that  PiB^)ofe 
afore(aid. 

SttH  it  is  further  oidered,  adjudged,  en-  So  toon  u 
a£ted  and  decreed,  that  as  fooo  and  fo  often,  s^ooo  Aoti 
as  the  faid  Earl  or  his  Affigns  Ihall  have  laid  J^;*^ 
dry  and  drained  an  iniire  Proportion  of  the  b^J^i^  the 
fM  Land,  fit  to  be  performed  as  one  Work,  Earl  to  have 
containing  the  Quantity  of   thirty  thoufand  bis  Allocnnt 
Acres  or  more  ;  that  then  and  fo  often  the  ®^  ^»"  ^  *t 
f^d  Earl  (hall  have  allotted,  al%icd,  fct  ou^  °**^^* 
and  aflured  unto  and  for  him,  his  Heirs  and 
Aifigns,   his  Proportion   and   Part   thereof, 
according  to  the  Rate  and  Proportion    c^f 
Nmety-five   thoufand  Acres,   for  the  wbolt 
Work. 

3[t  is  further  ordered,  enaded,   adjudged  DivHionitobo 
and  decreed,    that  the  Owners  of  the  laid  made  by  the 
Lands  (hall  divide  and  fever  their  Lands  one  Land  Owncn. 
from  an  other,  unlefs  they  (hall  rather  defire 
to  lie  tindivided,  by  fuch  fufficient  Partitions, 
Dikes  and  Fences,  as  (hall  be  neceflary  to  con- 
vey or  carry  away  the  Rain  Water  towards  the 
great  Drains,  and  that  fuch  Partitions  and  Fence 
Dikeif,  if  any  fuch  (hould  be  made,  (hall  be 
made  by  them  in  fuch  an  uniform  Manner,  as 
may  bdl  conduce  to  the  perfefting  of  the 
whole  Work,  by  the  Advice  of  the  faid  Earl 
or  of  the  faid  Corporation ;  but  by  the  Di- 
reft  ion  of  the  faid  Commiffioncrs. 

3lt  is  further  ordered,  enaftcd,  adjudged  and  Highways  and 
decreed,    that  the  CommiflBoners  of  Sewers  Paffage*. 
(hall  or  may  fet  out  convenient  Highways  and 
Pa{rages  by  l^nd  throughout  the  faid  whole 
Level,  fuch  as  by  the  Judgment  of  the  faid 
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Cooimtffioners  fliall  be  ncocflary  to  make 
Fafldgcs  and  Drifu  to  and  from  tho  Sud 
Lands  by  Bridges  or  ocherwlfe. 
rifion  for  ]9jOtlfDCD  always,  and  it  is  further  or- 
iguioD.  dercd,  enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed,  tbu 
the  Pore  and  Haven  of  Kin^s  Ljnn  fhatl  be 
prefcrved,  and  the  Navigation  Pallage  and 
Highways,  in,  upon  and  about  all  and  every 
the  Navigable  Rivers  witbtn  the  Ltmits  of 
this  CommilUon,  as  namely  the  kiver  of  Ouzty 
Grants  Nean^  fVelland  and  GUattt  ihall  be 
Tikewife  preferred,  and  no  Prejudice,  Annoy- 
ance, Hurt  or  Hindrance  done  to  them  or 
any  of  them,  by  any  of  the  Means  aforeiaid ; 
And  if  it  Ihould  happen  that  any  fuch  Preju- 
dice, Annoyance,  Hurt  or  Hindrance  fliall 
be  committed  or  done  in,  upon  or  about  any 
the  faid  navigable  Rivers,  contrary  to  the 
Intent  and  Meaning  of  this  Law  ;  that  upon 
Complaint  thereof,  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful 
from  Time  to  Time  for  eight  of  the  faid 
Commiflioners,  whereof  the  Vice-Chancellw 
of  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  for  the  Time 
being,  and  the  Mayors  of  King*s  Lynn  aforc- 
liid  and  Camhridsc  for  ihe  Time  alfo  being,flull 


[  »3  ] 

Snll)  it  is  further  ordered,   enabled,   ad*  For  tbe  Safety 
judged  and  decreed.  That  for  the  Safety  of  ?J  5*^  . 
Holland,  Hundred  of  mshicb^  and  other  Ruts  ^("mtich 
thereabouts,  Clowes  Crofs  Drain  (hall  be  kept  ciowis  Crlf9 
wkhin  Soil  or  Banks,  or  if  anjr  Prgudtce  (hail  Drain  to  be 
happen  thereby,  that  fix  of  the  Commiffion-  ^cpi  upder 
era  (hall  from  Tinnie  to  Time  reform  the  Ex-  ^^* 
cefles,  or  elfe  that  the  faid  Earl  or  his  Afligns 
ihall  make  Recompence  for  the  Lofles  which 
Ihall  happen  thereby,  to  the  particular  Own- 
ers of  the  Lands  thereby  annoyed. 

3!t  is  further  ordered,  enafted,  adjudged  All  new  Ri- 
and  decreed.  That  the  new  Rivers,  Cuts  and  vers,  Coti, 
Drains  to  be  made  by  the  faid  Earl  and  his  ^'A.^^Sl' 
Afligns,   and    the   Banks    thereof,    and    the  ^j^^^^^^j^ 
Forelands  on  the  Infide  of  the  Bank  not  ex-  former  Own- 
ceeding  fifty  or  threefcore  Foot  at  the  mod  in  en. 
Breadth,  (hall  belong  and  be  to  the  faid  Earl, 
his  Heirs  and  Afligns,  in  Refpeft  he  and  they 
are  to  maintain  the  fame,  he  and  they  paying, 
ifx  the  feveral  Lands  pf  any  particular  Owner 
thereof,    fuch  Recompence  as  the  Cbmmif- 
fioners  (hall  think  6t ;  And  that  there  (hall 
be  no  PafTages  made  or  (ufFcred  by  or  upon 
the   faid  Banks,   except  only  for  towing  of 
Boats  along  the  fame,  in  fuch  Sort  as  ihall  be 
allowed  by  the  CommifTioners  *,  But  it  is  or- 
dered, ena(fled,  adjudged  and  decreed,   that 
the  old  and  ancient  Rivers  and  Drains,  and 
the  Fi(hings  thereof,   (liall  be  and  continue 
unto  the  Owners  thereof,  in  fuch  Sort  as  for- 
merly they  did,  or  hereafter  (hall  of  Right 
belong,  only  they  (hall  not  therein  or  there- 
upon make,   eredt  or  maintain  any  Weres, 
Fi(hgarth$9  Damms,  or  other  Impediments^ 

whereby 


vherebjr  tbe  Riva*  or  Pa0*age  of  the  Water 

niay  be  hindered,  which  if  they  ttutH  at  any 

Time  do,  and  tbe  latnc  be  not  removed  and 

abated  by  ihemfeWes  within  ten  Days  after 

Monition  to  that  Purpofe  given  by  tbe  £ud 

Corporation*  that  then  the  laid  Cbrporatioa, 

by  warrant  of  the  Cotnmiffioners  of  Sewcn 

or  any  two  of  them,  (hall  caufe  tbe  (ame  co 

removed  according  to  the  Law  of  Seirers,  at 

the  Charge  of  thofe  who  erected  or  concinued 

thofe  Nufances. 

^^".         9ntl   it  is  further  ordered,  enadsd,  ad- 

md  CdJ*aBdi"^8^  and  decreed,  That  the  fiid  EarVhii 

nke  Eanh     Al%n3  and  Workmen,  may  freely  take  fucb 

aarwlwiv.     Earth»  and  dig  and  make  fuch  Drains  and 

^nag  Re-     Qits,  for  the-  making  and  maintaining. of  all 

STE'&S.   *"**  every  of  the  faid  Works,  off  and  f««n 

1^1.  the  Lands  nexe  or  near  adjoining  to  the  Place, 

33  fhall  be  needful,  making  fuch  AUowaocQ 

and  Recompence  for  the  Damage  which  may 

hap[>en  thereby   to  any  private  Perfon,  fay 

dig^ng  of  his  feveral  Latid,  as  the  Commif- 

£oners   fhall  adjudge  Co  be  Jul!;  and  equal. 

And  if  any  riotous  or  unlawful  A^  fiiall  be 

committed  either  openly  or  fecrefly,  to   the 
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9nll  it  is  further  ordered,  enjiAed,  ^d-  MeIier«tioq» 
ju^cd  and  decreed,  That  the  Owners,  Far- 
metis,  and  Occupiers  of  all  fucb  Grounds  or 
Banks,  as  (hall  have  and  meive  Benefit  or 
Eafe  by  their  Works,  and  yA  no  Part  of  their 
J^nds  (hall  be  taken  and  allotted  towards  the 
making  up  c^  the  faid  Ninetyrfive  thou&nd 
Acres,  (hall  contribute  and  pay  unto  the  &id 
f^rl,  his  Heirs  and  Afl^ns,  fuch  Sunns '6f 
Money  as  the  (aid  Commiffioners  or  anv  fix 
of  them,  whereof  three  of  them  to  be  of  the 
Quon^m,  (hall  rate,  zffc&  and  adjudge  to  be 
rea(bnable9  having  Refpe£t  to  the  Profit  and 
Eafe  which  they  and  every  of  them  re(pec- 
rively  (hall  receive  by  Means  of  the  faid 
Works,  uprni  pain  to  forfeit  double  the  Sum 
for  every  Month  by  which  it  ftall  be 
unpaid. 

3nll  the  (aid  Earl  doth  de(ire,   and  the  The  Earrs 
i&id  Commiflioners  for  his  better  Encourage-  Proportion  to 
ment  do  promife  and  agree,  that  they  will  ^  ^^^^  "*  ^^ 
become  humble  Suitors  with  him  the  faid  Earl  ^^Ti^I'itS 
iinto  his  Majefty  % .  that  the  faid  Ninety-five  jefy  a  Fee- 
thoufand  Acres  to  be  a(figned  and  aflfured  unco  farm  Rent  of 
Jiim,  his  Hfcirs  and  AflBgns,  for  his  Recom-  'o/.  y^^Jy* 
pence  as  ^refaid,  may  be  held  in  free  and  ^^^^^^^^ 
common   Socage,    and  not  otherwife,    andbra^cs/"^ 
without  paying  any  Rent  thereout,  or  giving 
any    Recompence   for  the  (ame,    unto   the 
King^s  Majefty,    his   Heirs  and    Succeflbrs, 
other  than  a  Fee-farm  Rent  of  ten  Pounds 
per  the  Year ;  and  that  if  any  other  Rents  are 
or  (ball  happen  to  be  ifliiing  or  payable  out  of 
the  (aid  Ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  or'any 
f^art  thereof,  to  bis  Majdl-y,  or  to  any  other 

Pcrfoa 


[i6] 


Perfon  or  Perfons,  Body  corjpante  'and  politklc, 
the  fame  from  Time  of  the  Allocmcnt,  AT- 
figning  or  A0uring  thereof  to  the  fatd  Earl, 
'his  Heirs  and  AfHgns  as  afbrdkid,  Ihall  be 
charged  upon  the  ReTidue  of  the  -L^nds  oot 
of  which  the  fame  are  or  flutl  beifliiing,  and 
the  Part  or  Portion  allotted  and  afligned  to 
the  &id  Elarl,  his  Heirs  or  Alligns,  ibr  hit 
Kecompence  aa  aforefaid,  to  be  thereof  dif- 
charged  or  (aved  harmleis  for  ever. 

3ntl  to  the  End  the  faid  Earl  may  the 

more  confidently  undertake  and  pcifeA  the 

faid  Work,  and  be  afTured  to  enjoy  the  liiid 

Ninety-Bve  thoufand  Acres,  as  the  Fruit  and 

Kecompence  of  his  Labour  and  Chai^  ;  and 

tlie  Country  alfo  may  be  the  better  aflured  of, 

to  have  and  enjoy  that  Benefit  by  the  laid 

Work,  which  they  expeift  in  the  Refidue  d 

"laid  Lands   now  furrounded,    in   Heu   of   lb 

great  a  Quantity  of  Land,  which  they  are  to 

part  with  as  aforefaid. 

BitMaieByw      3It  is  mutually  agreed  and  fully  concluded 

aliaoUht   ^y  ^"^  between  the  faid  Commiffioners  and 

fiaof  Sewers  the  faid  Earl,  that  they  Ihall  become  humble 
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the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Grqit  Seal,  that  it  may 
in  the  due  form  of  Law  be  confirmed  by  the 
Decree  of  the  Honourable  Court  of  Chancery  ; 
tad  that  his  Majefty  would  alfo  vouchfafe  to 
recommend  it  to  che  Right  Honourable  the 
JLords  and  others  of  his  Majefty's  mod  Honour 
rable  Privy  Council,  that  it  may  there  be  order> 
cd  as  Matter  of  State  not  to  be  altered  or  im* 
peached,  having  ncoeived  the  Approbation  of 
that  Honourable  Board,  and  that  whenfoever 
a  Parliament  (hall  be  called^  and  a  Bill  being 
then  preferred  to  the  two  Houfes  of  that 
High  Court  of  Parliaoient,  and  the  fanie  be 
then  paflSsd  -  as  a  Law,  his  Majefty  would  be 
gracioufly  plea&d  for  the  full  and  final  Con<- 
firmatibo  thereof,  to  give  his  Royal  Aflent 
thereunto,  and  that  bis  Majefty  would  be 
graciously  pleafed,  for  thefe  his  Royal  Favours 
vQuchlafed  to  thk  poordiftrefied  Part  of  his 
Country,  which  can  receive  no  Relief  or  Help, 
but  by  bis  Royal  Hands  in  giving  Life  to  this 
Law,  to  accept  of  the  C^antity  of  twelve 
thoufand  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  laid  Ninety-five 
thoufaod  Acres,  to  be  aflTured  by  the  faid  Earl 
or.  his  Heirs,  to  the  King's  Majefty,  his 
Helfs  and  Succeflbrs,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed 
by  them  for  ever,  freed  and  difcharged  of 
and  from  all  Right,  Title  or  Intereft  of  Com- 
xnooy  or  i0Cberwi&  to  be  claimed  or  demanded 
by  the  laid  Earl,  or  any  other  Perfon  or 
Perfons  vhacever ;  the  faid  twelve  thoufand 
Acres  to.  be  layed  together  in  one  or  two 
eotire  Pieces  or  Quantities^  out  of  fuch  of  the 
faid  fiirrouoded  Lands  as  now  are  Parcel  of 
the  Manor  of  IVbittkfey^    or  other  Manors 

C  thereto 


[i8] 

thereto  adjoining  i  which  Quantity  of  twdn 
thoufknd  Acres  the  faid  Earl  and  Country,  bj 
an  unanimous  Confent,  do  humbly  offer  unto 
his  Majefty  aa  a  thankful  Acknovledgmeni  of 
his  gradoua  Favour,   in  recommending  the 
faid  Work  and  perfcAing  the  lame  with  hii 
Royal  Favour  and  AfTenr,  as  aforcfaid. 
Campofidon        ]^;ot)fDeD  always,  and  it  is  laftly  ordered, 
*?'^P'^"enafted,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  when  it 
Ji^tll  Pro«r  ^'^^  f*"  °"^  the  fcverai  Lands  or  Half  (m- 
tioiK  being  in  ral   Lands  of    any  Owner  Ihall  lie   in  fadi 
$e«cralt]r.      fmall  Portions  tc^ther,  as  do  not  exceed  the 
Quantity  of  thirty  Acres  in  any  one  Piece  to- 
gether, whereby  it  Ihall  or  may  be  inconve- 
nient and  over  chargeable  to  divide  a  propor- 
tionable Part  thereof  to  be  allotted  to  die  faid 
£arl,  his  Heirs  and  Afllgns,  and  feared  out 
irom  the  Refidue  of  the  faid  Parcels  of  Lands, 
which  are  to  remain  to  the  Owner  and  Own- 
ers thereof,  that  in  every  fuch  Ctfe  the  faid 
Earl,  his  Heirs  and  Affigns,  at  hia  and  their 
own  Choice,  Ihall  either  have  the  Lands  in 
kind  allotted  unto  them,  and  to  be  fevered 
out  by  them,   or  Aiall  have   fo  much  Re- 
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%n  USiitnZ{&  whereof  the  Commiflionefs 
above  named  have  hereunto  put  their  Hands 
and  Seals^  the  Day  and  Year  above  written. 

Nos  autmfef  dP  tenons  ordinat^Jhe  Deere t^ 
pradiSP  *  ad  requijitionem  Francifci  Comitis 
Bedford^  duximks  exempUficand^  per  prajentesj 
In  cujus  ret  Tejiimonium  bos  Uteras  noftras  feci^ 
mus  patentes^  Ac  eifdem  tarn  magnum  Jigil]^ 
nojlrum  AnglU  quam  Sigillum  noftrum  Ducat* 
noftri  Lancafit^  apponi  fecimus^  Tefte  me  tpfo 
apud  Canbury  fexto  decimo  die  Julii  Anno  Regni 
nofiri  feptimo. 

Ccfar. 
Rob.  Rich.     7   ^1    • 
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THE 

I N  n  E  NTU  R  E 

O  F 

FOURTEEN    PARTS. 

THIS  Indenture  confiding  of  four- 
teen PartSy  madte  the  Seven  and 
Twentieth  Day  of  February  in  the 
Seventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  Charks^  -  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
of  England^  Scotland^  France  and  Ireland 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  (ic.  IdtVSiZZXi  Parties  to  thii 
the  Right  Honourable  Jprancis  Earl  of  Bedford^  Indcmorc. 
of  the  firft  Part;  Oliver  Earl  of Bullingkrooke 
of  the  fecond  Part ;  Edward  Lord  Gorges  of 
the  third  Part  •,  Sir  Robert  Heath  Knight,  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  of  the 
fourth  Part ;  Sir  Miles  Sandys  of  Wilberton 
within  the  IJU  of  Efy  in  the  County  of  Cam" 
bridge^  Knight  and  Baronet,  of  the  Bfch  Part ; 
Sir  IVilliam  Rujfel  of  Cbipenbam  in  the  faid 
County  of  Cambridge,  Knight  and  Baronet,  of 
the  fixth  .Pan  y  Sir  Robert  BeviU  of  Cbejlerton 
in  the  County  of  Huntingdon^  Knight  of  the 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Ai//&,  of  the  feventh 

C4  ?arti 
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psrt ;  sir  Thopiaj  Tyringimm  t£  fjn^ia  I 
jn  I  liR  O'tinty  of  Buckim^bam.  ^^r^^  ■  :■  I 
frtj^iili  Curl  i  Sir  PbiUhm  f^tw^mw  m  CMbk  | 
in  ill':  Otuiiiy  of  Tork^  Kn^i%  of  Dei 
l'4n  i  fyHltam  Sames,  Do&>r  of  ifae  ljv,it  I 
ilif!  irnili  Fartv  Antlmrf  Hammi  cf  JIk  I 
/f/^xj  in  (he  County  of  Knt,  ^SqpmK,  doc  I 
rlr.vi-nili  Parci  Samuel  SfaU^  of.  dcXMl 
i^  C.aml>ri4j(t  in  thcfaid  County  of  C^riri^  1 
f  fdtilriiun,  of  the  twelfth  Rut  ;  .AAtsai- 
rrtl  itl  fandoitt  Gent,  of  the  cbirtccuh  Fn; 
itiiil  Sir  Hekrl  Lovttt  of  IJfeomie  in  die  &1  i 
(  iiiiiuy  1)1  Buckt,  Knight,  of  the  fan 
..I  l*.iri  i  Ulltnelfttl),  That  wbereas  a  5 
'"  III  Srwrii  Will,  by  hia  Majdly's  Comiiiifia 
iiiiikr  litK  UiKhncfles  Great  Seal  of  £a|^U^ 
tiiililr.ii  Ht  KiMfi*t  fyHH  in  the  County  or  AV- 
Ju/i,  thn  thinwnth  Day  of  JaattMry  m  the 
luth  Ycur  nf  hi>  now  Majefty?*  jCcim,  fcr 
llifl  I'citiiy  mill  lurrounded  Gnxuids  wimn  At 
l^itl  County  of  Ntrfoik,  and  the  CMoiia 
(il  Hnffulkf  Nortbampton^  Camhridgt,  HmmIo^- 
tlu»,  Utittiln  anil  tlic  IJIa  of  Eif^  which  Com- 
iliilliuii  was  ||it-ciully  intended  for   the  great 
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training  with  the  Clerk  of  Sewers,  and  at  the 
e&meft  Defire  of  the  reft  of  the  Commiflion- 
ers  tH  Sewers,  then  and  there  afTembled,  the 
laid  Right  Honourable.  Fr^^irm  Earl  of  Bed-- 
fsrd^  who  was  likewife  one  of  the  G)mmi(^ 
fioners  and  then  prefenr,  being  a  great  Owner 
of  thole  Pennies,  was  moved  to  the  End  that  fo 
noble  a  Work  niight  be  efie&ually  performed, 
that  his  Lordlhip  would  be  the  Undertaker 
thereof  upon  fuch  Condition  as  Ihould  be  agreed 
upon  between   his  Lordlhip  and  the  reft  of 
the  Commiflbners,  on  the  Behalf  of  the  laid 
feveral  Counties ;  unto  which  Motion  the  £ud 
Earl,  out  of  his  Defire  to  funher  fo  Publick 
and  good  h  Work,  did  give  his  Gonfenr,  and 
thereupon  it  was  ordered  and  decreed  by  the 
reft  ot  the  (aid  Commiflioners,  that  the  &id 
Earl  Ihould  undenake  the  fald  .Work  at  hi^ 
own  Charge,  and  Ihoold  have  the  Quantity  dF 
Ninety-five  thouland  Acres  of  the  faid  fur- 
rounded  Lands,  for  his  Recompence,  to  be 
ifiigned,  fet  out  and  alTured  to  him  and  his 
Alligns,  in  fuch  Sort,  as  by  the  laid  Aft  of 
Sewers  is  exprefled ;  Twdve  thoufand  Acres 
whereof,  are  to  to  be  granted  and  difpofed  of 
to  the  King's  Majefty,  for  his  Ufe  as  by  the 
laid  Aa  it  doth  appear.     9ntl   tD^yrteSSI  Earl  of  Bid^ 
the  faid  Earl  undertook  fo  great  a  Work  upon  A^  ""^^' 
the  Confidence  he  had  of  the  Aid  and  Affift-  ^j,.  on 
ance  therein   from  divers  other  Gentlemen,  confideiice 
who  by  his  good  Example  and  Encourage-  that  others 
ment  would  become  Adventurers  with  him,  would  become 
fince  which  Time  the  Parties  to  thefe  Prefents  Advcntoicrfc 
have  agreed  to  become  Advenmrers,  and  the 
faid  Earl  is  willing  to  admit  them  to  be  Ad- 
venturers 
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Proportien  of 
iMti  divided 
into  TwcDty 
Shue*. 


Namber  of 
Sbires  each 
AdventuTcr 
engages  for. 


Advcnlureri 
agree  to  fuf- 
win  Piopoi- 
nal  Shares  of 
the  Cbirge. 


venturers  with  him  in  the  faid  Work,  ac- 
tx»\iing  to  the  fcveral  Proportions  following; 
that  is  to  lay.  That  the  whole  Propordoa  of 
Land  to  be  allotted  and  alTured  in  the  Recom- 
poice  of  the  faid  Work,  Ihall  be  divided  inm 
twenty  whole  Shares,  of  which  Shares  the  laid 
Harl  of  Bedford  doth  agree  to  adventure  for 
two  whole  Shares,  Oliver  Earl  of  BuSiMghmh 
for  one  whole  Sliare ;  Edward  Lxtrd  Gortti 
for  one  whol<^  Share ;  Sir  Robert  Heaib  for 
one  whole  .Sliare ;  Sir  Miks  Saxdys  for  two 
whole  Shares  1  Sir  fViUtam  Ruffeli  for  two 
whole  Shares  *,  Sir  Reherl  Bevill  for  one  whole 
Share ;  Sir  Thoinas  Tyringbam  for  two  whole 
Shares ;  Sir  Pbiltbert  Vernatt  for  one  whole 
Share ;  Dodor  Santes  for  one  whole  Share ; 
^nlhoiTf  Hamond  for  two  whole  Shares; 
Samuel  Spalding  for  one  whole  Share  %  An- 
drews Burrell  for  one  yirhole  Share }  and  Sic 
Robert  Lovait  for  one  whole  Share ;  Now  it 
is  leverally  covenanted,  condelcended  and 
agreed  upon,  by  and  between  the  laid  Fartiei 
to  thefe  Frefents  ;  And  the  faid  Earl  of  Bed- 
/ord,Ei.T\oi  Bullingbrooke,  Edward  IjordGorgeSf 
Sir  Rohert  Heath,   Sir  Miks  SmiJys,  Sir  W'i/- 
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^licfc  Prefents,   That  they  the  faid  Earl  of 
Bedford^  Earl  of  BuUingbrocke^  Edward  I^rd 
Gorges^   Sir  Robert  Heathy   Sir  Miles  Sandys^ 
Sir  IViUiam  Rujfell,    Sir  Robert  Bevill,    Sir 
ihnnas  Tyringbam^  Sir  Pbilibert  Vematt^  Doc- 
tor SameSj  Antbtmy  Hamond^  Samuel  Spalding^ 
Andrews  Burrell^  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt^  and 
every  of  them,  their  and  every  of  their  Exe- 
cutors, Adoiiniftrators  and  Afligns,  (ball  and 
will  bear  and  fuftain  the  Charge  of  the  faid 
Work,    in   fuch  feveral  Proportions  and  in 
fuch  Manner,  as  in  and  by  thefe  Prefents  it  is 
exprefled.     9nll  M^ZtZW^  by  the  true  In-  In  Confiden- 
tent  and  Meaning  of  the  faid  Adt  and  Law  of  ^^^^ 
Sewers,  the  Part  and  Portion  of  the  faid  Earl  S^^i^fJ,^ 
of  Bedford  is  to  be  allotted  and  fet  out  unto  that  (kid  Ad* 
himielf,  his  Heirs  and  Afligns,   in  Recom-  veotorcn  fttn 
pence  for  the  faid  Work,  as  by  the  faid  Aft  ^  ^p^*^ 
and  Law  it  doth  more  fully  appear  :  Now  be  ^^  ^l^j^T 
the  faid  Earl  of  Bedford^  for  the  Confideration  propoitiont, 
aforefaid,  that  is  to  fay.  That  they  the  faid  according  to 
Earl  of  BuUingbrooke^  Edward  Lord  Gorges^  «ch  Man't 
Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  ml-  Ad^«*'««* 
Ham  Ruffelh    Sir  Robert  BeviU,    Sir  ^omas 
Tyrmgbamj  Sir  Pbilibert  Vematt,  Dodor  Sames, 
Anthony  Hamond,    Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews 
Burrett,  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatt,  and  their  Af- 
figns,  are  to  bear  and  fuftain  their  propor- 
tioniable   Parts   of  the  Charge   of  the  faid 
Work,  Undertaking  together  with  the  faid 
Earl  of  Bedford,  in  fuch  Sore  as  is  in  and.  by 
thefe  Prefents  exprefied,  and  fhall  pay  and 
disburfe  fuch  Monies  as  (hall    be  neceflary 
and  required  for  the  faid  Work,  in  fuch  Pro- 
portions, as  herein  is  exprefled,  doth  by  thefe 
*  Prcfcms 
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Frcfenis  for  himfelf,  his  Heirs  and  Affigm,  I 
grant  unto  them  the  laid  Earl  of  Builiifi^etl,  \ 
Hdward  Lord  Gorges^  Sir  Ri^t  Htatb^  Sir 
Miki  Sandys,  Sir  fyUliam  RufJiU,  Sir  Roben 
Bfvill,  Sir  7'bemas  Tyringian,  Sir  Piiliiirt 
Vernalt,  Dodor  Sames^  jintbewf  tiaMOKd^  So- 
tnutl  Spaldingt  Andrews  Burreii^  and  Sir  Mf- 
beri  Lovatu  iind  doth  hereby  alio  dedir^ 
That  (hey  the  faid  Earl  ol  BnUingirmekSt  Sd^ 
ward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert  Heath,  Sir 
Miles  Sandys,  Sir  mUiam  Rujfili,  Sir  ROert 
Bevill,  Sir  Tbmas  Tyringkan,  Sir  PbiUktrt 
Vematty  Do(5tor  Sames,  Antbaey  Hamend,  S^ 
mud  Spalding,  Andrews  BurreUt  and  Sir  R»- 
berl  Levati,  are  and  fhall  be  the  Afligiu  of 
him  ihe  faid  Earl  of  Bedford^  to  whom  and 
to  whofe  Heirs  and  Afligns,  as  hr  forth  as  to 
the  faid  Earl  of  Bedford  himfelf  and  bis  Hdr^ 
according  to  their  feveral  Proportioru  afore- 
faid,  all  the  Lands,  Tenements.  Fifhings, 
and  oihet  Hereditaments  and  FroEtSi  which 
by  the  faid  Law  and  AA  of  Sewers  are  ip- 
poinced,  or  mentioned  to  come  unto  him  the 
laid  Ear),  in  Recompence  of  the  laid   Work 


Sir  WUSm  RnffiUy    Sir  Roberi  Bevill,    Sir 
^bmas^yringbmny  Six  PbiUbert  VemaU^  Doc- 
tor S4mSy  Antbmf  Hanmdj  Samuei  Spalding^ 
Jbtdftws  humlk  tnd  Sir  R^ert  Lovatt^  or 
tbeir  Heirs  or  Afligns,  as  by  the  Intent  of 
Ae  faid  Law  and  Act  of  Sewers^  the  propor- 
ttcnable  Part  and  Portion  of  the  faid  Land 
imended  for  the  faid  Earl's  Recompence,  is  co 
bt  afligned,  conveyed  and  afTured  to  the  faid 
Earl  cl  Bi^Bfd  and  bis  Afligns ;  That  then 
and  fo  often  all  ftK^  Lands  from  Time  to 
Time,  and  at  all  Thpes,  fhall  be  juftly  and 
indifferently  afligned,  ^nveyed  and  aQured  to 
Che  faid  Earl  c?  Bullingbrooke^  Edward  Lord 
GargiSy  Sir  R^iert  Heathy    Sir  Miief  Sandys^ 
Sir  mUiam  Rufftlh    Sir  Robert  Bevilly   Sir 
nomas  Tyringbamy  Sir  Pbilibert  Vematty  DoC- 
txx  Samesy  Antbotij  Hamondj  Samuel  Spaldingy 
Andrews  BwrreUy     Sir  Robert  Lovatty    and 
their  Heirs  and  Afligns,  according  to  their 
feveral  Adventures  as  aforefaid.    ^flTl  chat  Adventurers 
they  the  &id  Earl  of  BuUingbrookey  Edward  to  have  pro- 
Lofd  Gargesy  Sir  Robert  Heathy    Sir  -^^^^C  of  all 
Samfysy  Sir  William  Ruffelly  Sir  Robert  Bevilly  profits,  and 
Sir  Tiomas  Tyringhamy   Sir  Pbiliberi  Vematty  fame  Remedj^ 
Doftor^tf^x,  Anthofiy  Hamondy  Samuel  Spald-^t?^'^^^^^^' 
ing,  Attdrews  Burrelly  and  Sir  Robert  Lovatty  "^^^{'i^^^ 
tiSi  their  Heirs  and  Afligns,  (hall  be  equal  feif  mfgbt 
Sharers  herein,  and  in  all  other  Profit  and  have. 
Benefit  either  in  Money,  Toll,  Cdmpofition, 
or  other  Kind  or  Nature  whatfoever,  arifing, 
increafing,   coming,  accruing,  or  happening 
by  the  laid  Work  or  Draining,  or  by  Rcafon 
and  to  Regird  of  the  fame  with  him  the  faid 
Earl|  according  tothdr  feveral  Proportions  and 
'  '•"  •  Shares 
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Shares  of  Money  in  the  laid  Adventure  a 

aforefdid ;  and  fhall  have  all  fuch  Rcmedir  and 

iVdvantagc  to  compel  the  faid  Commiifiotien 

to  convey  and  alTure  the  laid  Lands  to  tben^ 

according  to  their  faid  Shares,  as  the  laid  Eirl 

himfelf  (hould  or  mighc  have,  and  ffaall  have 

and  enjoy  all  Profit,  Commodities,  Privileges^ 

and  Benefits  granted,  or  to  be  granted,  to  the 

faid  Earl  of  Bedford^  as  Undertaker  of  the  fiud 

Work  of  Draining,  or  to  any  Corporacion.to 

be  created   or   made  according  to  the  liiid 

Law,  to  them  and  every  ol  them,  their  Hein 

Idveniortn    and  AHigns,  fcverally  and  refpe£tively.    StlB 

atenrjr        it  is  alfo  covenanted,  cQnde(cended,  and  full? 

;hire  to  ex-   agreed  on,  by  and  between  the  faid  Parties  to 

™  inief  t^^*"^  Prefents  j  and  they  the  &id  Earl  of  BkI- 

iry  on  Notice  ^"'^^''o<''t^  Edward  Lord  Gorges,  Sir  Robert 

1  Writing     Heath,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Sir  fVilUam  Rt^eUt 

torn  mo  or   Sir  Robert  Bevill,   Sir  Thcmas  Tyringbam,  Sir 

idraiuren    P^'^'^^rt  VerHatt,  Dodlor  Sames,  Antimry  H^ 

mond,  Samuel  Spalding,  Andrews  Burrell^  Sir 

Robert  Lovatt,  and  every  of  them  leverally 

and  rcfpeftively  for  himfelf  and  themfelvcs, 

his   and  their  feveral  and  refpedtive    Heirs, 

Executors,    Ajminiftr.trors  and    Affigns,    da 
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Heirs,  (hall  and  will  disburfe  and  e)cpend  for 
one  whole  Share  the  Sum  of  five  Hundred 
Pounds  of  lawful  Money  of  England.  And 
if  the  faid  Sum  of  five  Hundred  Pounds  for 
•every  whole  Share  (hall  not  be  thought  fuf* 
ficient,  then  (b  much  more  Money  over  and 
above  the  faid  Sum  of  five  Hundred  Pounds, 
as  (hall  be  requifice  for  the  Beginning  of  the 
firft  Work,  and  fo  from  Time  to  Time 
fuch  other  Sum  and  Sums  of  lawful  Money 
c^  England^  as  (hall  be  declared  to  be  needful 
and  expedient  for  the  faid  Work  by  the 
greater  Number  of  them,  or  of  their  Affigns, 
according  to  their  feveral  Proponions  and 
Shares  as  aforefaid.  Notice  in  Writing  to 
be  left  at  their  Houfes,  under'  the  Hands  of 
any  two  or  more  of  the  Advcmurcrs.  ^tlQ  Adventurcts 
further  it  is  mutually  covenanted,  qondefcend-  "*?  ?^ 
ed,  concluded  and  agreed  upon,  by  and  -  be- 
tween the  Parties  to  the(c  Prefenrs,  That 
each  of  them,  the  faid  Earl  of  Bedford^  Earl 
of  BuUingbrockij  Edward  Lord  Gorges^  Sir 
Robert  Heathy  Sir  Miks  Sandjs^  Sir  fFilliam 
Ruffellj  Sir  Robert  Beviilj  Sir  ^iTbomas  Tyring- 
bamj  Sir  PhiUbert  Vernatt^  Dodor  Sames^ 
Antbovf  Hamond^  Samuel  Spalding^  Andrews 
Burrellj  and  Sir  Robert  Lovattj  (hall  and  may, 
at  his  and  their  free  Will  and  Pleafure,  af- 
(ign,  fet  over,  and  convey  his  or  their  Ad- 
venture and  Share,  in  or  concerning  the  Pre- 
mi(res,  or  fuch  Parts  and  Proportions  of  the 
fame,  as  (hall  be  allotted  and  alk)wed  unto 
him  or  them,  or  any  Part  thereof;  fo  as 
each  of  his  and  their  Affigns  refpedively, 
ihall  and  do  perform  and  pay  what  they  and 

every 
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«very  of  them,  the  laid  £vt  of  Be^tri^  £ari 
of  BuUingbrooke^    Edward  Lord  Gmj-u,  Sir 
Ri^rt  Utatb,  Sir  Mtles  SanJftt   Sir  fFilBam 
Rujfelly  Sir  Robert  BtviU,  Sir  rbemas  Tyrini. 
bam.    Sir  Plnlibert   VernaiU    DoAor   Sma^ 
jintbony  Hanundy  Samail  Sfal£ngt    Anirtm 
BttrreUy  and  Sir  Robert  Lroattt  have  under' 
taken   and    by   thefe  PrcTeocs   have   boand 
tbemfelves  to  perform  and  pay.    9ntl  like- 
wile  it  is  agreed,  that  it  0iaU  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  every  fiich  Aflignce  aod  Af- 
iignecs,  and  for  their  Afligns,  from  Time  to 
Time  to  afiign,  grant,  fee  over  and  convey, 
his  and  their  Adventure  and  Share  fo  afBgned, 
or  fiich  Pare  and  Portion  oi  the  Premi^  u 
IfAdventa-    ^forefaid.      SnD  SlCl]   it  is  mutually  cove- 
Kn  fail  their  named,    granted,    concluded,  condefcended, 
Pi^meDtiif-  and  fully  agreed  upon,  by  and  between  the 
tertea  D»7»  f^jd  Panics  to  thefe  Prelents,   their  Hcirt, 
^S^'  '^j    Executors,  Adminiflrators  or  Afligns,  that  if 
Buefit.         it  fhall  happen  any  one  of  them,    the  (aid 
Earl  of  Bedford^  Earl  of  BuUii^broeke,  ^ 
ward  Ix>rd  Gorges^    Sir  Robert  Heathy    Sir 
Miles  Sandys,  Sir  mUiam  Rujfeii,  Sir  Robert 
■D,   Sir   Thomas  'Twhiykam,    Sir  Philibert 
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to  and  for  the  reft  of  the  laid  Parties  or 
their  Afligns,  to  fupply  and  make  up  the 
fame,  or  to  admit  fome  other  Perfon  or 
Pcrfons,  in  his  or  their  Room  or  Rooms 
who  (hall  or  do  fail  as  aforefaid,  if  they 
(hall  fo  think  fit;  And  that  fuch  Party  as 
aforefaid,  by  himfelf  or  his  Afligns  failing, 
(hall  be  wholly  excluded  froni  taking  any 
Benefit  of  the  Premifles  as  aforefaid  ;  and 
fhall  lofe  and  for  ever  be  debarred  from 
having  or  demanding  all  or  any  fuch  Sum  or 
Sums  of  Money,  as  by  any  fuch  Perfon  or 
Perfons  (hall  have  formerly  been  paid  or 
disburfed  for  and  towards  the  faid  Work. 
Still  if  it  (hall  happen  any  of  the  Parties  to 
ihefe  Prefents  to  die,  that  then  the  Executors, 
Adminiftrators  or  Affigns  of  him  or  them 
fo  dying  refpe&ively,  Ihall  have  the  fame 
Benefit,  Profit  and  Intereft,  of  or  in  the 
Share,  Adventure  or  Proportion,  belonging 
to  the  Party  or  Parties  fo  deccafing;  as  the 
Party  or  Parties  fo  deceafing  fliall  have^  or 
might  have  had  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes: 
Such  Executors,  Adminiftrators  and  Affigns, 
paying  and  performing  fuch  Payments,  Co- 
venants and  Agreements  in  every  Refpeft, 
as  the  Party  or  Parties  fo  deceafing  (hould 
pr  ought  to  do.  9nQ  it  is  laftly,  pundually 
covenanted,  granted  and  agreed^  by  and  be- 
tween all  the  faid  Parties  to  thcfe  Prefents, 
that  they,  their  Heirs,  Executors,  Admini- 
ftrators and  Affigns,  ftiall  at  any  Time  here- 
after do,  make  fuffer  and  execute  every  Adt, 
Conveyance  and  Aflurance,  for  the  fettling, 
conveying  and    afliaring  fcverally  any   fuch 

D  Quantity, 
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Quantity,  Share  or  Proportion  of  Land,  w 
other  Profit,  to  all  or  any  the  Parties  to  thefc 
Prefcnts,  their  Executors,  Adminiftrators  or 
Affigns  refpcftively,  requiring  the  fame ;  As 
by  the  true  Meaning  ot  rhefc  Prcfents,  doih 
or  (hall  belong  unto  them,  or  as  is  hereby  in- 
tended unto  them  by  fuch  Manner  of  Con- 
veyance and  Affurance,  or  by  fuch  other 
Manner  as  fhall  be  reafonably  devifed  or  re- 
quired. 3in  tDftllCfjS  whereof  the  Parties  to 
ihcfc  prefent  Indentures  have  interchangeably 
fet  to  their  Hands  and  Scab,  the  Day  and 
Year  firft  above- written. 

Francis  Bedford^  (LS.) 
Edward  Gorges,  (LS.) 
Robert  Heath,  (LS.) 
Miles  Sandys,  (LS.) 
^tbomas  Tyringbam,  (LS.) 
Robert  Bevilh  (LS.) 
Philiberl  Veruatt,  (LS.) 
j^nthony  Hamond,  (LS.) 
William  Sames^  (LS.) 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  Francis 
Earl  of  Bedford  and  others. 

13  March    jo  Qfr»  it 
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THE 


CHARTER 


O  F 

INCORPORATION. 

CAROLUS  Dei  Gratia  Anglie  Sco- 
tie  Francie  et  Hibernie  Rexfidei  De- 
fenfor  ^c.  OMNIBUS  ad  quos 
prcfentcs  litere  pcrvencrint  Salutem 
CUM  ad  Seflionem  de  Les  Sewers  apud 
Lynne  Regis  in  Comitatu  noftro  NorF.  deci- 
mo  tercio  die  Januarii  Anno  Regni  noftri 
Anglie  et  fcxto  concernen*  derivaco*em  Palu- 
dum  et  locor*  Paluftriu*  in  Comitat*  noftris 
Northton*  Norf  *  SuflF*  Lincoln*  Cantabr*  Hun- 
tington Inful'  de  Ely  infra  limites  Commiffi- 
onis  noftre  tent*  in  prefentia  predilefti  et  fide- 
lis  Confanguinei  noftri  Francifci  Comitis  Bedd* 
et  coram  Roberto  Heath  Milite  ad  tunc  At- 
tornato  noftro  generali  Milone  Sandes  Milite 
et  Baronetto  et  diverf*  aliis  ad  numerum  qua- 
dragini'  unius  Commiflionar'de  les  Sewers  tunc 
et  ibidem  affemblat*  authoritai*  Commiffionis 
noftre  de  les  Sewers  eis  et.  aliis  dired*  multa 
bona  et  Salubria  Aft*  Ordinaco'es  et  Decree* 

D  3  per 
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per  eofdcm  Commiflionar*  noftros  pro  et  con- 
ccrnen*  ear'dcm  Palud'  et  locor'  Paluftriu'  dc- 
rivaco'em  fa£t'  fueiuot. 

CUMQJJE  tarn  Commiflionar*  noftri  fw- 
di^*  quam  populus  ibidem  quos  predi£^ 
opus  derivaco'is  ear'dem  terrar'  demcr- 
far*  concernebat  humiliter  a  prcfai'  Comite 
Bedd*  efflagitabant  qaod  opus  hoc  ingenset 
cclebre  tarn  populi  eor*dem  Cocnitac*  <faa 
tpGus  Comicis  commodum  cantopere  fjx^ao' 
ipfemct  Comes  aflTumere  dignaretur  Quibus 
qujdem  votis  ac  defideriis  prelat*  Comes  an- 
nuens  predid'  opus  fufcipere  aOenciebatur  Ac 
fuperinde  inaAiiatum  ordinatum  adjudtcatum 
et  decret'  fuit  per  diiftos  Comtnilllonai*  quod 
pro  recompenfatione  Ingen*  labor'  ec  difpendil 
pi^i(5ti'  Oimiiis  Bedd'  in  opere  predifto  pe- 
ragend'  ipfe  haberet  Nonaginta  et  quinqge 
millc  Acras  earundem  terrar'  de  fepara^  fpeci- 
ebusqualitat*  et  natur*  ear'dem  per  fer  cor*dem 
Commiflionar*  indifferenter  Tibi  appun£tuand' 
ec  defignand*, 

CUMQUE  ad  intenco'cm  quod  tam  pre- 
dial* Comes  prcdidl*  opus  magis  confidenrer 
liifcipjr^  c[    perilcert:  ac  eifJem  Noi 
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fpa  per  aliquam  aliam  legem  five  Decrei*  de 
Sewers  vendicare  ppterimus  relaxaremus  ac 
did*  Aft*  five  Decree*  fua  approbare  et  con- 
^rmare  dignaremur  Necnon  Regal*  manu 
noftra  eadem  fignand*  approbac'oem  et  aflen- 
fum  Regium  noftrutn  declaremus  et  abinde 
Cuftodi  Sigilli  noftri  magni  Anglie  uc  debita 
Icgis  forma  tam  per  Decret*  Cur*  noftr*  Can- 
cellar*  confirmaretur  recommendare  vellemus 
Quodquc  eadem  Aft*  et  Decrei*  Dominis  et 
aliis  de  private  Confilio  noftro  quod  ut  res 
imperii  impofter*  non  immutand*  feu  impug- 
nand*  approbacione  eor*  in  ea  parte  obtenca 
Quodque  ad  prbx*  Parliament*  impofter*  convo- 
cand*  et  Billa  feu  Petico*c  duobus  domibus  ejuf- 
dem  Preferend*et  eadem  Aft'et  Decrei*  adtunc 
ut  lex  affentai*  et  peraft*  Nos  pro  plena  ec 
final*  Confirmatione  ejufdem  Regalcm  aflen- 
fum  noftrum  cidem  concedere  dignaremur 
Quodque  nos  pro  hiis  favoribus  noftr  is  Regiis 
indigen*  populo  noftro  Comitai*  iftor*  qui 
auxiliu*  et  relcvamen  in  premiffis  accipere  non 
potuit  nifi  manu  n*ra  Regali  lucem  et  vitam 
iftis  Aft*  et  Decret*  confcrend*  duodtcim  mille 
Acras  de  predift*  Nonagint*  et  quinque  Mille 
Acris  nobis  heredibus  et  SuccefToribus  noftris 
aflurand*  et  per  nos  imperpetuu*  de  et  ab  omni 
jure  titulo  auc  intereff*  communie  auc  aliicr 
per  predift*  Comitem  aut  aliquam  aliam  perfo- 
nam  five  perfonas  quafcunque  clamand*  accipere 
dignaremur,  eifdem  duodecim  Mille  Acris  in 
una  aut  duabus  proportion! bus  de  prcdift* 
terris  demerfis  modo  parcell'  Manei*  de  Whi- 
tlefcy  aut  alior*  Manerior*  cidem  adjacen*  di- 
menfurand'  ct  dcfignand*  Quas  quidem  duode- 

D  4  cim 
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cim  Mille  Acras  prcdift*  Comes  et  populus 
nofter  per  aflcnfum  fuum  unanimum  ct  graii 
cor*  animi  indibiu*  pro  gracia  noftra  R^i 
opus  prediA'  at  prcfertur  fa»ore  noftro  Regio 
et  aflenfu  recommendando  et  perficiendo  notin 
humilime  obiulcrunt  Qaam  quidcm  voluntat* 
«  libcram  oblationem  cor'dem  Comith  et  po- 
puli  noflri  nog  grattofe  accipimus  ac  accepta- 
mus  per  prefentes. 

CUMQUE  nos  predifl'  opus  ingcns  ar- 
duu'  et  laude-dignum  magnopere  faventes 
eadem  Aft*  et  Decrei*  predift'  Regali  noftro 
aflenfu  manu  noftra  teftai'  approbari  fecimiB 
Norque  etiam  pro  mcliori  gubcrnaco'c  prt^rclT 
et  perimpleco'e  operis  prcdift'  Comitem  cc 
nonnuDos  alios  de  fubdii*  noftris  in  Corpus 
Politicum  per  nomen  Gubernator'  Ballivor'  CE 
Coi'taL*  Societal'  Confervator'  Paludum  in 
Cantabr.  Hunt*  Nonhton*  LinccJn'  Norf '  ct 
Suff'  et  Inful*  Ely  per  literas  noftras  Paten- 
les  eifdem  in  hac  parte  nuper  conceff'  fece- 
rimusconftituerimuset  crcaverimusEofdcmque 
fubditos  noftros  diverf  Donis  Conccffionibus 
libertat'  Jur'  et  Immunitai*  invcftiri  fecerimus 
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Mille  Acras  in  predift*  Ad*  ordinac*one  et 
Decret*  Commiffionar*  noftror'  predid*  nolat* 
ac  prediA*  duodecim  Mille  Acr*  in  predift* 
L'ris  noftris  Paten*  menc'onat*  iptcndebantur 
efle  una  ec  eadem  duodecim  Mille  Acr'  cerr* 
cc  non  al*  neque  diverf. 

SCI  ATI  S  igitur   quod  nos  Dubitac^oes 
omnes  et  queftiones  que  impofter'  oriri  pocerint 
in  hac  parte  penitus  tollere  volentes  Necnoa 
nos  duodecim  Mille  Acr'  in  Aft*  et  Decret* 
predidl*  cxpreff*  et  nobis  heredibus  et  Suc- 
ccflbribus  noftris  conceff*  feu  concedi  men- 
conai*  plenar^  content'  effe  per  prefentes  De^ 
clarantes  de  gratia  noftra  "^(peciali  ac  ex  Certa 
fcientia  et  mero  motu  noftris  pardonavimus 
remifimus  relaxavimus  et  quiet*  clamavimus 
Ac  per  prefentes    pro    nobis  Heredibus   et 
Succefibribus  noftris  pardonamus  remittimus 
relaxamus  et  quiete  clamamus  prefai*  Guber- 
nator*  Ballivis*  et  Common*itati  Societal*  pre- 
dift*  et  Succefibribus  fuis  predift'  duodecim 
Mille  Acras  in  eifdem  literis  noftris  Paten*  ut 
prefertur  promifl''  feu  promitti  menc'onat*  ec 
quamlibet    inde   parcel!'  ac  totum  jus  titul* 
clam*  interefl"'  et  demand'  noftra  quecunque 
de  in  et  ad  eafdem  duodecim  Mille  Acras  auc 
aliqua  inde  parcel!'  virtute  feu  colore  ear'd em 
literar'    noftrar'    Patent'    prerecitai'   Necnon 
omnes  et   fingul'   Promiffioqes   aut   pretext* 
Pomiflion'  de  et  concernen*  prcdift'  duodecim 
Mille  Acr*  in  eifdem  literis  noftris  Patentibus 
content'  et  expreff"'  aut  eadem  aliqualiter  tan- 
gen*  Sal  vis  tamen  femper  et  nobis  liered*  et 
Succefibribus  noftris  omnibus  refervat'  prediA* 
duodecim  Mille  Aci*  in  predid*  A  A*  Ordi- 


nacon* 
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nacon*  et  Dccrei*  Commiffionar*  rioftror'  ^  | 
le  Sewers  predid'  exprelT'  ac   nobis  beredi- 
bus  ec  Succeflbribus  noHris  conoelT'  vel  mcn- 
conai'  effe  conccIT 

CUMQUE  etiam  prcdi^i  Gubemator  Bat- 
livi  et  Common'itas  Societatis  prediA'  Dot»s 
humillimc  fupplicjvet'  quod  nos  furiutnred- 
diiioncm  ea^dem  lirerar*  noftrar*  Patentiu* 
Premenc*onaL*  ab  eifdcm  acciperc  vellemus  ea 
tamen  intenc'oe  quod  nos  alias  literas  noftras 
Patentes  cum  eifdecn  ac  aliqutbus  aliis  Dooii 
poteftai'  Privile^  ct  Immunitatibus  ad  Pro- 
motionem  operis  predift*  conducent'  eiscon- 
cedere  dignaremur  Quam  quidem  furfumrcd- 
ditioncm  accepimus  et  accepcamus  per  pie- 
femes. 

CUMQUE  preflu'  Predileaus  ct  fidelis 
Con&nguineus  nofter  Francifcus  Comes  Bcdd' 
ac  quidaiD  alii  dile£ti  Subdiii  noftri  fui  Con- 
ibrtcs  mulcor*  dcGdcriis  annuentes  prcdidta 
Siagna  Palultria  et  loca  Paludofa  in  Predidis 
Cotnitatibus  noftris  Cantabr'  Hunt'  Northton' 
Lincoln'  Suff'  et  Norf*  et  in  Infula  Ely  tref- 
cent'et  fexagintMillia  Act'  terrar'auteo  circiter 
Liibus  Aqu;i  coopcri'  Pifce  Ba- 
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fe  nuper  exhibebant  divina  aufpicante  clemen- 
cia  Pecor*  Juvcncot*  leta  Pafcua  ct  frequentcs 
incolar*  manfb's  intueri  liceat  £c  quia  canra 
aquar'   moles  a  locis  illis  nifi  per  erec'coetn 
f  c  confe<:'coem  Stagnor*  Ripar'  aggerum  fof- 
fer*  Canal*    Catara^r'  pontiu*  et    Cakctor* 
ec  operum  alior*  eor'que  continuationem   ec 
prefervationem   perpetiias  derivari   non  pof- 
uc  nee  tueri  que  impenfas  quotidianas  pof- 
tulabunc  ac  ad  perpetuam  fupportaco'em  one- 
rum   tanco  operi  incumbenciu'  de  paludibus 
iftis    deficcandis    quadraginta   millia     Acra' 
per  metas  dignofcend*  funt  deflgnanda  unde 
rcdditus  exit*  et  profic*  ad  fubvcnco'em  one- 
rum   hiijufmodi  que  non   tarn   per   fingulos 
in  fata  fepius  decedentes  heredibus  minoribus 
JFeminis  ct  aliis  fuor*  regimin*  non  fufficien- 
tibus  relidis   quam   (i  eor'  erogacio  et  Pre- 
miflbr*  continuatio   quor*dam    viror*    difcret* 
Politice  Corporal*  Succeflion*  perpetuam  ha- 
ben'  curas  incumberet  Sciatis  igitur  quod  nos 
ad  Prcmiffa  Confiderationem   habentes  Nee 
non  progreff*  e  perimplecon*  operis  predifti 
omnibus  niodis  quibus  poterimus  fuccurrere  ec 
fubvenire  volentes  ac  prediftor*  Gubernator* 
Ballivor*  et  Common*itatis  Societal*  Predom* 
Premiffis  Petic*oi  graciofe  annuenies  de  gratia 
noftra  fpeciali   ac  ex  cerca  fciencia  et  mero 
moiu  noftris  volumus  quod  de  cetero  imper- 
petuum  fit  et  erit  una  Societas  de  Conferva- 
toribus  Paludum   infra  Comitat*  predid'  in 
unum  Corpus   corporat'  et  Politicum  redaft* 
Ac  praefat*    Francifcum   Comitem   Bedd*   cc 
fubfcriptos  fibi   Oliverum  Comitem  de  Bui- 
lingbrooke  Henricum    Dominum  Malcrevers 

Edwardum 
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Edwardum  Dominurh  Gorge  FrancifcDOi 
Crane  Militcm  prenobil'  Ofdina  Garterii 
Cancellar*  Milonem  Sandis  Militcm  et  Ban- 
net*  ThomamTyrringham  Milicem  Robertun 
Lovet  Militcm  Filbertum  Verh«t  Militon 
Milonem  Sandis  Militem  Will'um  Suns  k- 
gum  Doftorem  OHverum  St.  John  A^nig^ 
rum  Anthonium  Hamond  Artnigenani  Ct 
Samuelem  Spalding  Gencrofum  et  ar  in  fbrnH 
fubfcript*  eligend*  et  SuccelTores  fuos  in  Sode- 
tat'  predift*  ac  in  unum  Girpus  corporal  ct 
Folittcum  imperpetuum  duratur*  in  re  fai^  et 
nomine  per  nomen  Gubernator*  BalliTor*  et 
Communitai*  Societal*  Confcrrator*  Faludun 
in  Com*  Cantabr*  Hunt*  Nwthton"  Uncolar 
Norf  et  Suff*  et  Infula  Ely  pro  nobis  Here- 
dibus  et  SuccefToribus  nollris  ^imus  crei- 
mus  et  conftituimus  ac  per  nomen  predifl^ 
nuncupari  volumus  per  prefentes  Ht  quod  de 
ipfis  unus  fu  Gubernacor  alter  Dnnitatus  Gu- 
bernator  duo  Ballivi  et  ceteri  de  Cotntno- 
n'itat'  Societal*  predict'  Et  quod  ipfi  et  alii  in 
forma  fequcn'  in  Societat'  illam  eligend*  et  ad- 
mictend'  et  SuccelTores  fui  per  idem  nomen  ha- 
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fendere  et  defendi  valeant  et  pofTint  In  qui- 
bulcunque  Curiis  ec  locis  et  coram  quibufcun- 

»5  Judicibus  Jufticiar*  vel  al*  Officiar*  ct 
iniftris  *  noftris  Hered*  ct  Succeffor*  noftror' 
in  omnimod*  Acc^oib'  PPitis  querelb  et  de- 
mand' modo  et  forma  prout  aliquis  ligeus 
nofter  habilis  et  in  lege  capax  aut  aliquod  aliud 
Corpus  corporal'  feu  Politicum  quodcunque 
yaleat  et  poflit. 

VOLUMUS  ETIAM  et  per  prefentes  pro 
iK>bis  heredib'  et  SuccefToribus  noltris  CQncedi- 
xnus  eifdem  Gubernator'  Ballivis  et  Cpmmuni- 
tat*  Societal*  predift*  Quod  predift*  Francif- 
cus  Comes  Bedd'  fit  primus  et  modernus  Gu- 
bernator*  Societal*  predift*  et  prediA*  Milo 
Sandis  Miles  et  Baronett'  fit  primus  Depucai' 
Gubernator    et    pred'   Thomas   Tirringbam 
Miles  et  Milo  Sandis  Miles  fint  et  erint  pri- 
mi  et  modemi  Ballivi  Societal'  predifl*  Et 
predifhis  Oliverus  Comes  BuUingbrooke  Hen- 
ricus  Dominus  Maltrevers  Edwardus  Dominus 
Goi^e  Francifcus  Crane  Miks  Robertus  Lo- 
yet  Philbert  Veroatt  Miles  Will'us  Samms 
Oliverus  St.  John  Anthonius  Hamond  et  Sa- 
muel Spalding  fint  et  erint  primi  et  moderni 
de  Cpmoo'itat'  Societal'  predift*  Eundemque 
Francifcum  Comitem  Bedd'  primum  et  mo- 
4€rnum  Gubernatorem  et  predict'  Milonem 
Sandis  Militem  etfiaronett'  primum  et  mo- 
dernum  Deputai'  Gubernator'  et    Thomam 
Tirringham  Militem  et  Milonem  Sandis  Mi- 
litem primos  et  modernos  Ballivos  et  predid' 
Oliverum  Comitem  BuUingbrooke  Henricum 
Doipitmm  Maltrevers  Edwardum  Dominum 
porge  Fraocifcum  Crane  Robertum  Lovett 

Philbcri' 
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Philbcrt  Vernatt  Will*u[n  Samms  OUveram 
St.  John  Anthonium  Hamond  ec  Samudeni 
Spaldinge  primes  et  modernos  de  Comtnon*!- 
tat*  Societal*  prcdid*  facimus  ordtnamus  et 
creamus  per  prefentes  C2uem  Gubernacorem 
in  Officio  fuo  continuari  volumus  ufque  in 
fefto  SanSi  Michactis  Ardiangeli  quod  erit 
in  Anno  Domini  Millefimo  fezccncefinio  tri- 
cefimo  quinco  ec  abinde  quoufque  ipfe  tcI 
alius  in  locum  Gubernator*  Socieut*  itiius  di- 
gatur  Ac  predict'  Deputai'  Gubernator*  in  Of- 
ficio illo  continuari  volumus  ufque  in  eodon 
fefto  et  abinde  quoulque  ipfe  vel  alius  in  lo- 
cum ilium  eligatur  quodque  ucerque  diAor* 
Baltivor*  in  di^is  OfEciis  fuis  refpe&ive  conti- 
nuabunt  ufque  in  eodem  fefto  et  abinde  quo- 
ufque ipfi  vel  alii  in  loco  ec  OiH(^  Ballivor'  So- 
cietal* predift'  eligantur  quodque  quilibet  dc 
Common'jtat'  Societal*  predift'dc  di£laCom- 
mon'itai'  refpeftive  continuabunt  ad  terroinum 
vite  fue  nifi  ex  jufta  caufa  quifpiam  de  pre- 
di£t'  Gubernator*  Deputat*  Gubernator*  Bal' 
livis  vel  Common'icate  a  loco  fuo  amoveatur 
Quodque  iidem   Gubernator*  Ballivi  et  Co- 
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loco  convenien*  infra  Inful*  Elien*  per  prefat* 
Gubernator'  Ballivos  et  Comon*icat*  Societal' 
predidt'  ec  fucceflfores  fuos  defignand'  quan- 
dam  Domum  Confilii  et  Aulam  communem 
habere  ec  ibidem  in  vicefimo  nono  die  Sep- 
tembris  fingqlis  Annis  ec  fepius  rerum  necefll- 
tate  exigence  fe  ipfos  congregare  et  convenire 
ct  cum  libero  confenfii  prefat*  Gubernator' 
^Ballivor*  Common'itat*  Sociecat*  prediA*  vel 
majoris  partis  eor'dem  interefTe  volentium  no- 
minare  et  eligere  unum  difcret*  ec  idoneum 
virum  de  Deputac'  Gubernacor*  Ballivis  aut 
Common'icat'ejufdem  Societal*  foreGubernator* 
didte  Societal*  qui  fie  eled*  in  eodem  Officio 
ftabit  et  continuabit  uique  in  vicefimo  nono 
die  Septembris  tunc  prox'  fequen'  et  abinde 
quoufque  iple  vel  alius  ejus  loco  eligatur  et  pre- 
ficiatur  nifi  interim  ex  jufta  caufa  a  loco  illo 
debice  amoveatur  Aceciam  nominare  et  eli- 
gere de  fc  ipfis  unum  virum  probum  ct  dif- 
cret*  fore  Deputat*  Gubernator*  Societatis 
predift'  et  duos  alios  fore  Ballivos  Societatis 
predifte  qui  l}c  eledli  in  eifdem  Officiis  fin- 
gull  eor*  ftabunt  et  continuabunt  ufque  in  vi- 
cefimo nono  die  Septembris  tum  prox'  (e- 
quen'  et  abinde  quoulque  ipfi  vel  eor*  aliquis 
aut  alii  eor'dem  locis  refpedtive  eliganmr  ec 
preficiantur  nifi  interim  ex  jufta  caufa  a  locis 
fuis  debite  amoveantur  vel  amoveatur  aliquis 
et  alios  tenentes  terrar*  quingeni'  Act*  palud* 
predid'  ad  minus  in  feod'  et  hereditate  ha- 
foentes  pro  tempore  exiften*  in  G)mmon*itat* 
iejufdem  Societal*  quos  voluerint  admittere  eli- 
gere et  preficere  et  alios  loco  eor'  alicujus  in 
^^ta  decedentis  feu  amoti  eligere  (ubfticuere 

ct 
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et  preficere  quoties  necefTar'  eis  videbitur  Vo> 
lumus  tamen  Gabernator*  et  Deputat'  Guber- 
nator*  et  quemtibec  Batlivor*  et  quetnlibet  de 
Common'iiat*  Societatis  predi^te  per  majorcm 
partem  Gubernator*  Deputat*  ec  BalliTor*  et 
Common'iut*  Societal'  prediA*  ut  prediiftum 
eft  debite  premonitor*  interelTc  volencium  jufta 
de  caufa  atnobilem  et  amovend*  Et  0  conti- 
geric  Gubernaior*  Deputat*  Gubernator'  vel  Bsl- 
livos  vel  quetnquam  de  Common'itate  Societal' 
predi^e  obire  vel  amovcre  per  quod  locus  vel 
Oificiu'  fuum  vac*  devepiet  tunc  licebit  fupet- 
viven*  Gubernator*  Deputat'  Gubernator'  Bal- 
livis  et  Common'itat'Societat'prediac  feipfos 
nmiliter  congr^re  et  convenire  cc  ibidem  ali- 
am  pcrfonam  vel  perfonas  fwe  Gubernatot' 
Deputat'  Gubernator'  Ballivos  et  de  Commo- 
n*itat'  Societal'  prcdiil*  in  forma  predifl:'  loco 
et  vice  illor*  Gubernator*  Deputat*  Gube;rDator' 
BaJlivor*  vcl  alicujus  de  Common*itate  vel  ctt* 
aliquor*  vel  alicujus  feu  defunfl*  aut  amot' 
nominare  et  aligere  in  OfHc'  ec  loc*  ill*  con- 
tinuand'  ufque  in  vicefimo  ntHio  die  -Septem- 
bris   tunc   prox'  fcquen'  et  abinde  quoufqijc 
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•  AC  INSUPER  volumus  ac  per  prcfcntes 
pro  nobis  heredibus  ec  Succeffioribus  noftris 
concedimus  prefat*  Gubernator'  Bailivis  ec 
Commo'nicat'  Societal*  prcdift*  ct  Succef- 
foribus  fuis  quod  licebit  Gubernator'  Depucai' 
Gubernacor*  Bailivis  ec  Comrno'nicai*  Societal^ 
predid*  per  Gubcrnator*  Societal*  illius  vel 
Deputai*  Gubernator*  Societal*  prediA*  pro 
tempore  exiften*  convocat*  aut  major*  part* 
eor*  interefle  volentium  dummodo  fex  eor^  ad 
minus  quor*  unus  eor*  fit  Gubernator  vel  De- 
putat*  Gubcrnator  fint  prefent*  dc  tempore  in 
lempus  pro  bono  regimine  rupporta*coe  ec 
Publico  commodo  Societatis  predifle  facerq 
ordinare  (labilire  ec  promulgare  Scatui*  leges 
ec  Ordina*coes  quafcunque  Ic'ipfos  et  opera 
fua  in  Paludibus  lUis  concemen*  ac  novis  emer- 
gentibus  malis  nova  remedia  fi  neceflTe  fueric 
ftatuere  ec  apponere  et  ea  cxecutioni  debite 
nundare  Ita  tamen  quod  eadem  (latui*  leges 
Ordinac*ces  et  Decree*  non  fint  contrar*  ftatui* 
ec  legibus  bujus  Regni  noilri  Anglie. 

ET  ULTERIUS  volumus  ac  per  prefentes 
pro  nobis  heredibus  et  Succefibribus  noftris 
ordinamus  et  confticuimus  quod  prefat*  Comes 
Bedd*  fuperius  in  prefentibus  n*oiac*  fore  Gu- 
bernator* Societac*  predi£t*  et  quilibet  al*  de 
tempore  in  tempus  in  Ofiic*  ill*  eligend*  an- 
tequam  ad  excrcitiu*  Offic*  Gubernator*  Socie- 
tal* predid*  admit tatar  vel  in  eodem  Offic*  fe 
intromittac  Sacramencum  corporal*  fuper  fand* 
Dei  Evangelia  ad  Offic*  ill*  bene  ec  fideliter  in 
omnibus  ec  per  omnia  Offic*  ill*  rangen*  exe- 
quend*  coram  predid*  Dcputai*  Gubcrnator* 
Bailivis  et  Socierai*    predid*  auc  tribus  v^l 

£  Pluribus 
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Pluribus  cor*  quor*  Deputa^  Gubermtiv*  ant 
unus  B^tivor*  fit  unus  preftabic  Quibus  qn> 
dem-  Dfpotat*  Gubernaror'  BftUiTis  ct  So» 
tat* «  quibuflibet  tal'  iribus  vel  pluribuf  coi' 
tap  Sacfamcnt'  ut  prefemir  prefet*  Conw 
Bedd*  et  cuilibet  al'  de  tempore  in  cempuiii 
Ofllic*  itt'  eligend*  adminiftrand*  ec  de  jpfa 
fiifcipiend*  plcnam  poceftatem  et  authoritttcm 
damus  et  concedimus  per  prefences. 

VOLUMUS  ETIAM  ac  per  prefen» 
pro  nobis  heredibui  ec  Succeflbribtis  noftn 
ordinamus  et  conftiiuitnin  quod  preEit*  Mib 
Santfis  Miles  et  Baroncti*  Thomas  Tyringhim 
Miles  et  Mile  Sandis  Milei  et  quilibet  aP  m 
Ofiic'  Diiputai'  Gubernttor*  feu  Balfivor*  S> 
cietai'  predid*  antequam  id  emarcit*  Offitf 
Deputat*  Gubernator*  vel  BaU*  admittaDNr 
vcl  in  eifdem  Offic*  fe  intromhtant  Sacntneot* 
corporal*  fuprr  fanA' Dei  Enngel*  AdOfic^ 
tU*  bene  et  fidcliter  in  omnibos  et  per.mnim 
Oftk^  ill*  tangcn*  exequend*  coram  Giibeni^ 
tor*  Ralliviset  Commo'nitat*  Sociedi^  ptt^Ot 
vel  atiquibus  duobus  vel  plui'  eo^  tjUibds  tal' 
Sjcrameni'  nt  prcfertur  prefat'  Miloni   Sandis 
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eorVfie  miniftcr'  et  (crvlen'  prefland'  ordinare 
Ac  aidcm  Guberoator'  Depucac*  Gubernator* 
et  BalJivis  et  SucceflToribus  fuis  licenciam  fimi- 
liter  ec  poteftatem  damus  et  concedimus  quod 
bene  liceat  et  licebit  Gubernator*  Deputat' 
Gubernator'  et  Ballivis  de  fingulis  de  Societal' 
prediA'  Sacrament*  in  forma  predid'  preftand' 
ilrfcipere  £t  hoc  ab(que  aliqua  Commiflione 
IcQ  ulterior'  Warrant'  a  nobis  hered'  et  Sue* 
ceflbribas  noftris  in  ea  parte  procurand'  aut 
obtinend. 

AC  DE  uberiori  gracia  noftra  fpeciali  ac 
aqerta  fciencia  et  mero  motu  noftris  dedi- 
mus  et  comceflimus  predi£l'  Gubernator*  Balli- 
vis et  Commo'nitat'  Societat'  predid'  et  Sue- 
ceSbribus  fois  canfervadoem  omnium  Aquar* 
et  Ripar'  iftfra  Palud'  et  Idea  Paluftria  predid' 
tarn  exiflen'  quam  deinceps  futur'  Ac  pro  no- 
t^  beredibus  et  Succeflforibus  noftris  volumus 
ac  eifikm  Gubernator'  Ballivis  et  Gnnmo'ni- 
tat'  Societal'  predid'  et  Socceftbribus  fuis  .con- 
cedimus quod  ipfi  et  SucceObres  fui  fint  imper- 
petuum  Confervatores  Aquar*  et  Ripar'  pre- 
did'  Ac  ipfos  et  Succefibres  fuos  Aquar'  et 
Ripar'  predid'  ad  Retia  Kedellos  et  omnia  al' 
Engina  Stagna  et  molendin'  et  al'  nocumeni' 
in  Aquis  ec  Ripar'  predid'  pofita  feu  im- 
pofter'  ponend*  contra  leges  et  confuetud' 
Regni  noftri  Anglic  per  fe  vcl  per  miniftros 
fuos  arreftand*  capicnd'  et  comburend*  et  ad 
fingul*  io  AquiS  et  Ripar*  predid*  fcrutand' 
faciend*  et  exequend*  que  aliqui  Confer vator* 
alicujus  Aque  vel  Ripar*  fcrutar*  facer*  vcl  exc- 
qui  valebant,  facimus  ordinamus  et  confticui- 
mus  per  prcfenies  Ac  pro  nobis  hered*  et  fuc- 
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cefToribus  voliimos  ac  per  prefentes  nkeral 
concedimus  eifdem  Gubernator*  BaUivis  t\ 
Commo'nitat*  et  Succcfforibus  fuis  ac  fingrfl 
Gubernator'  ac  Deputat'  Gubernator*  et  Ballis 
Societal'  predi(3:*  pro  tempore  exiften*, 

QUOD  ipfict  duo  vel  plurcs  cor*  habeaiitn 
de  cetero  imperpecuum  potcftatem  inquitnf 
per  Sacramenium  probor'  ec  l^;alium  hoou- 
num  Comitai'  ill'  et  aliis  viis  et  modis  tjditt 
convenic  dc  omnibus  trangreff*  etdclifl*  coom 
formam  Siatui*  vel  contra  legem  ec  confucmf  ' 
Regni  noflri  Anglie  in  Aquis  et  Ripai*pre- 
di6t*  faftis  commiff'  vel  perpctrat'  feu  ficof 
conimitiend*  vet  pcrpetrand'  eaque  omnia  a 
fingul'  audiend'  terminand'  et  eos  qui  'nA 
convift'  fuerint  puniend'  per  fines  amerciamai' 
et  al'  penas  fecundum  leges  et  confuctud'  Reg- 
ni noftri  Atiglie. 

CONCESSIMUS  etiatn  predia'  Gubcna- 
tor'  Billivis  et  Societal'  ct  Succeflbribus  fiiij 
omntmodas  penas  fines  amerciamen*  bona  B 
catalla  propser  aliqua  dclift'  in  Aquis  et  Rip*r' 
prediifl*  contra  formam  ftatut*  vel  contra  legf 
vel  confuetud'  Rcgni  noftri  Anglie  forisfa&' 
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ceffor*  noftror*  mittend*  vel  retornancP  et  abf- 
que  aliqua  impecic'oe  noftr*  hered'  vel  fuc- 
ceffbr*  noftror*  aut  al*  miniftror*  quor'cunque 
et  in  .commodutn  ec  eafiamenc'  hominum 
in  parcibus  predid'  habiran'  Ec  ut  alii  ad  inco* 
lend'  partes  ill'  melius  adducantur  ex  fcriar'  ec 
mercac'  Vicinitatc. 

ULTERIUS  VOLUMUS  ac  per  pre- 
fences  pro  nobis  hercdibus  ec  fuccelToribus 
noftfis  conccdimus  predidl*  Comici  Bedd*  Do- 
mino Maner'  de  Thorney  heredibus  ec  aflig- 
nacis  fuis  quod  ip(i  habeanc  unum  Mercac*  in 
die  Jovis  qualibec  feptimana  infra  predid* 
Maner*  de  Thorney  Necnon  duas  ferias  annu- 
acim  impcrpeiuum  apud  Thorney  predid*  una 
cor*  in  prifno  die  Maii  incipien*  ec.  per  tot' 
lUum  diem  ec  duos  dies  prox;*  eundcm  diem 
lequen'  annuacim  concinuand*  ec  duratur'  ac  al- 
tera car'dcoi  fer*  ibidem  primo  die  Scprcm- 
bris  iDcipien'  ec  per  cot'  ill'  diem  ec  duos 
dies  eundem  diem  prox'  fequen'  continuand' 
ct  duracur'  ccnend*  unacum  Cur'  ped*  Pulve- 
rizat'  ibidem  tempore  di(ft'  mercac'  ec  fer'  five 
Nundin'  tenend*  unacum  rac'onabll'  Tolncc* 
Scaliag'  ec  Piccag'  pro  fcldis  feu  rebus  ve- 
nalibus  in  feriis  vel  mercac'  pr^did'  vend' 
expofii'  ac  cum  omnibus  libertacibus  ec  libci' 
confuecud'  fin'  amerciamen*  ac  omnibus  ill' 
profic*  commoditac'  ec  emolumeni'  quihufcuii- 
que  ad  hujufmodi  mercac'  et  ferias  five  Nun- 
din*  ec  Cur'  Ped'  pulverizai'  peninen'  Iia 
tamen  quod  predid'  Mercac'  ec  fci'  five  Nun- 
<SUn'  aut  eor*  alter  non  fine  vd  .fie  ad  nocu- 
mentura  al*  Vicin'  Mercai'  Nundin'  five 
Fer'. 
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ET  ULTERIUS  de  uberiori  gracia  noftn 
cena  fciencla  «  mcro  motu  noftris  volumus « 
per  prefcntes  pro  nobis  hercdibus  ct  fucccflb- 
ribus  noftris  concedimus  prefai*  Miloni  Sandis 
Militi  ct  Baronetto  D'no  Mancr"  de  Strethim 
hercdibus  et  aOignai'  fuis  quod  ipti  habeaot 
unum  Mcrcat*  in  die  Jovls  quatibec  reptimau 
infra  Manerium  de  Stretham  in  Infula  Eliea' 
Necnon  duas  ferias  annualim  imperpctuum 
apud  Sirctiiam  predift*  una  ear*  in  Fefto 
fanAi  Marci  incipien'  et  per  tot*  ill*  diem  tt 
duos  dies  prox'  fequen*  eundenn  feftum  anntn- 
tim  continuand*  ce  duratur*  alter*  ear'dem  fci* 
ibidem  in  i'efto  fanifti  Mathei  Apofloli  incipin^ 
et  per  tot*  ill*  diem  et  duos  dies  eund'  reft* 
prox*  fequen*  continuand*  et  duratur*  tenend" 
unacum  Cui'  Ped*  PuIveriyaL*  ibidem  tempore 
ditt'  mcrcat*  ac  fer*  five  nundin'  tenend*  una* 
rum  rac*onabil'  Tolnct*  Stallag*  et  Piccag*  pn 
feldis  ftu  rebus  venal'  in  feriis  et  mercat*  pre- 
difl:*  vendic'oi  expofii'  Ac  cum  omnibus  li- 
bertai*  ct  liberis  confuetud*  fin'  amerciamen* 
ac  omnibus  al*  profic'  commodiiat*  et  emo- 
lument' qUiLifciinque  ad    hujufmodi    mercac' 
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dcm  tempore  did*  Mcrcat*  et  fer*  five  Nun- 
din*  tenend*  unacum  rac'onabil*  Tolnei'  Stal- 
lage Piccag*  pro  fcldis  feu  rebus  venal'  in  fer* 
vd  Mercat*  predift*  vendic'bn*  cxpofu*  ac  cum 
omnibus  libertai'  ec  liberis  confuecud'  fin' 
amerciamen*  ac  omnibus  al'  profic*  commodi- 
iat*  et  emolumeni*  prcdift*  feu  ad  hujufmodi 
Mcrcat*  et  fer*  five  Nundin*  pertinen*  Ita 
tamen  quod  prcdifl.'  Mercai*  et  fcr*  et  cor* 
alter  refpc6tive  non  fint  vel  fit  ad  nocu- 
meat*  al*  vicinor*  Mercai*  fer*  five  Nundin*  5 
NON  OBSTANTE  quod  breve  nof- 
crum  de  ad  quod  dampnum  aut  aliquod 
aUud  breve  a  Cancellar*  noftra  non  emanavit 
ad  inquirend*  de  feriis  five  Nundin*  et  Mer- 
cat*  predid*  aut  cot*  aliqug  ante  confec'cocm 
prefencium. 

VOLUMUS  INSUPER  ac  per  prefcntes 
pro  nobis  heredibus  et  SiKceflbribus  noftris 
concedimus  prefai*  Gubernator*  et  G)mmo*ni- 
tat*  Societat*  predid*  et  Succcflbribus  fuis  et 
fingul*  eor*  tarn  prefent*  quam  furur*  liccnciam 
et  facukatem  quod  ipfi  infra  planicieni  Palud* 
predid*  in  aliquibus  locis  congruis  quovis  vo- 
luerint  Ecclef*  et  Capell*  cum  C^cell*  et 
Campanil*  de  novo  erigcre  edificare  ec  fundarc 
et  quafdam  pcrticul*  tcrr*  fuar*  Ecclcf*  five 
Capell*  ill'  adjacen*  ad  Cemerer*  indc  facicnd' 
includere.  Ac  Ecclcf*  vcl  Capell*  ill*  fie  con- 
ftrud*  et  fundai*  Baptifterio  et  al'  ad  Sacra- 
inent*  et  alior*  divinor*  adminiftracon*  neceffai* 
inftruere  et  ornare  valeant  et  poffinr  didafque 
Ecclcfias  et  Cemcter'  per  Ordinal*  illius  lo<?i 
ubi  conftrud*  futrint  confeci:ari  et  juxca  leges 

E  4.  Ecde- 
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Ecdefiafticas  Rcgni  noftri  Anglic  dedicari 
caufare  Ac  quod  Gubemator  Ballivi  et  Com- 
mo'nitas  S-Kterai*  prcdid*  et  Succeflbres  foi  et 
fingul*  cor*  Ecclefias  vel  CapcU*  ill*  fundant*  Poft 
fundacon'  ill'  finr  impcrpctuum  Patroni  Ecdef 
et  Capeil*  anrcdid'  habeancque  jus  Patronaf 
cujiiflibet  cat*  ct  prefentandi  ad  eafdem  io 
qualibet  vacacon*  perfonam  idoneam  per  Or- 
dinar^-loci  illius  Canonice  admitteod'  ec  infti- 
wend'er  debitc  imluci  mandand'. 

VOLUMUS  ETIAM  Ac  per  prefentes 
pro  nobis  heredibus  ct  Succefforibus  noftris 
concedimus  fingul'  Epifcopis  Ordinat*  ct  alia 
latn  prefcntibus  quam  futur'  quor*  in  hac  pane 
incercft  qwod  ipfi  et  eot'  fingul*  Ecclel*  five 
Capcir  prediift'  cum  conftrudt'  fucrint  ac  Ce- 
metcr'  cat'  confecrare  ec  in  honorem  divinura 
dedtcare  valeant  et  poflint  Et  quod  ElccleP  five 
Capeil'  ill*  potlquam  fuerint  confecrai*  inqui- 
llnis  e(  Inhabicaniibus  ad  divina  celebrand'  Sa- 
crameni'  Cene  Domini  adminiftrand*  et  fufri- 
picnd'  nuprias  cetcbrand'  parvul'  baptizand' 
mortuos  fepeliend'  et  ad  omnia  a!*  que  ad  Ec- 
ckl'vcl  Capeil'  et  Cemcter'  pertinent  defer- 
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DAMUS  ETI AM  cenorc  prdeocium  pre- 
&t'  Gubernator*Ba}livisetG>mmo*oitat'  Socie- 
tat*  predict*  ec  Succeflbribus  fuis  et  fingul*  cor* 
tain  prelencibus  quatn  futur*  licenciam  ec  fa-' 
Qiltatetn  quod  ipfi  aliquas  terns  infra  Plant- 
dem  Palud*  predift*  vel  al'  cum  foWoe  deci- 
mar*  frud*  et  al*  ibidem  renovan'  Prouc  eis 
melius  videbicur  expedire  eiidem  ReAoribus 
onerare  ei  quatnlibec  Ecdef '  five  Cq>ell'  pre- 
di^  et  Redores  ejufilem  et  Suocefibres  fuos 
cam  decimis  tarn  majoribus  quam  minoribus 
real*  et  perfonal*  mixt'  de  ttrris  predift^  crefcen* 
et  renovan'  £c  cum  tal*  EccleP  five  Capell* 
et  cum  decimar*  oblac*on*  et  provemibus  ad  Ec- 
deP  ill*  pertinen*  et  Manfionibos  ten*  et  t^e* 
ment*  ibis  propriis  dotare  et  ea  Redpri  alicu- 
jus  rai*  EocIeP  five  Capell'  pro  tempore  ex- 
iften*  et  Sucoeflbribus  fuis  in  feod*  Poflidend* 
imperpetuum  dare  ec  conoedere  Yaleant  et  pof-. 
fine  et  cuifibet  ral*  Reftori  ec  Succeflbribus  fuis 
refpeftive  ea  omnia  acquirend*  et  tenend*  li- 
cenciam fimiliter  damus  et  conoedimus  per 
prefences  Statue*  de  terris  et  teilementis  ad 
manum  morcuum  non  ponead*  non  obilan* 
falvo  jure  Rcdor*  et  Vicar*  cujuflibet  Ec- 
ciefie  Matricis  in  cujus  Paroch*  Ecclefie  vel 
Capell*  ill'  de  novo  fundat*  fuerint..£t  quia 
ftru6hir*  ec  perpetua  manucen*cio  Poncium  fac« 
tar*  et  prcfcrvac*o  mulcor*  Cararador*  Ri- 
vor'  alior*que  IcKor*  Aquas  et  eor*  Ripas  ob- 
ducendor*  infra  Palud*  prcdift*  impofter*  edi- 
ficand*  erigend*  vel  facicnd*  pro  commcxJo 
ec   ucilicate  Reipublice   immenfas    cxigerunt 

dcnar*  fum*; 
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VOLUMUS  et  concedimus  prefat*  Gu- 1 
bernator*  Ballivis  et  Cotno'nicac*  Societat'  pre- 1 
did*  ec  SuccclTotibus  fuis  per  prefentcs  (^  I 
bene  liceac  et  licebit  eis  caperc  habere  et  red-  | 
pcre  ftbi  et  Succeflbribus  fuis  rac'onabil'  Tolnet' 
fcquen'  pro  omnibus  avertb  et  caruds  fupo 
Pontes  i!r  de  novo  ercd'  »cl  per  Gubcroi- 
tor* .  BalliTos  et  Commo'Ditai'  Socieui'  pn-  1 
dii^'  ec  Surceflbres  fuos  erigend'  tranleuKi' 
bus,  vidoPc  pro  qualibec  Caruca  onerat'  qm* 
tuor  deoat*  et  non  onerat'  duos  denar*  fm 
quolibct  Equo  five  Equa  onerat*  duos  deaai' 
et  &.  oon  onerat'  un'  denar"  pro  viginti  bi- 
dentibus  Viiul*  five  Forcis  duos  denar*  et 
ftc  pro  rata  pro  quolibet  viginti  Bobus  fin 
Vaccis  quatuor  denar*  et  Oc  pro  rata  Et 
pro  qualibet  Cimba  fubtus'  prediA'  Font'  per 
Seweras  vel  loca  predifia  de  novo  fadl*  et 
manutent'  per  ptedi&'  Gubernator*  Ballivoi 
et  Commo'nicat*  Societat'  predift*'  tranfetui* 
et  navigan'  non  exceden*  quatuor  tuneltos 
quatuor  denar*  ec  pro  quaJibec  major'  Cimba 
odto  Denar"  pro  qualibet  Citnba  per  C^ta- 
raftas  de  novo  fad'  et  manutent'  ut  prcdic- 
lum  L'ft  non   continen'  quatuor  i 
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VOLUMUS  quod  omnia  fcrlpt*  et  evi- 
dentf  per  quas  aliqua  pars  did'  terr'  air- 
c]U8litar  conveiat'  ec  aflTurat'  fcieric  ab  una 
jw  alium  per  partes  perquirentes^  irrotulabun- 
wr  coram  Gubernator'  Ballivis  et  Societal* 
i>i^i£l*  in  libro  ea  de  caufa  publice  confer- 
vaa^d?  vcl  per  minidros  fuos  infra  fpacium 
trium  Menfium  prox*  poft  dat'  didor^  fcripi* 
five  Evidenc*  pro  rac'onabil*  denai*  fom*  Cle- 
rico  vel  al'  Officiar*  pro  kbore  (uo  in  ea  parte 
iiiftinend'  folvend*. 

VOLUMUS  tamen  quod  fi  aliqiiis  tc- 
sens  vel  Ynhabitans  ibidem  ^6r  fpacium 
trium  Menfium  ot  prefertur  feript'  et  Evi- 
denc* fua  de  aliqua  parte  Prcmi0br*  fiend* 
hon  irroculabit  (eu  irrotulari  caufabic  quod 
tunc  francheP  Kbertai*  Immunitai'  et  privi- 
ly' predidl*  in  preCentibus  content*  minime 
gifidebit« 

CUM  QUE  notortum  fatis  eft  et  mani- 
feftum  quod  opus  tarn  arduum  noii  fine  muf- 
to  ■  labore  et  pneribus  perfidnar  Quodque 
parvi  erit  nifi*  cbntiivua  fupervifione  labore 
cxpens*  et  Confilio^  laud  mcdiocri  preferva- 
tum  fie  ut  igitur  Gubernator*  Ballivi  et  Com* 
mo*ntta$  Societae?  prcdid*  et  fingul*  Inba- 
bitahtes  predift*  fine  eidcm  fedulo  magis 
intendentes  et  auxiliaiites  et  in  Domibus  lo- 
cis  et  pofl^on*  fuis  cum  illuc  poft  tanta 
onera  et  labores  caufa  recreac'ois  aut  folacii 
fe  diverfanc  abfque  omni  metu  inquieru- 
dinis  moled ie  feu  gravaminis  lete  et  pacifice  , 
ftare  pofiint  et  morari. 

DE 
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D^uberiorigractanoftrarpeciali  cpnceffinis 
pro  nobis  hercdibus  et  Succeilbribus  noftrii 
Gubernator'  Balllvis  ec  Comtno'nirat'  Sacietat* 
predi^'  et  Gngul'  eor'  ec  Succeflbribus  fiiii 
£c  volumas  quod  nullus  eor*  ponaiur  exm 
libercai*  precind'  Falud*  prcdifl*  in  AIK 
Jural'  attind'  Rec(^ni*con*  feu  Inquiffom' 
aliquibus  licet  unganc  nos  heredes  vel  Suc- 
celTores  lu^ros  auc  alios  quofcunque-  Ec  quod 
Dullus  eor*  fiac  extra  Palud'  predift*  Collec- 
tor D.:cimar*  quintar'  Decimar*  taxar*  tal- 
low' auc  a?  onerum  quotar*  feu  impc^c*on* 
quor'cunque  nobis  heredibus  vel  SuccelTori- 
bus  Roftris  impofler*  quomodplibet  concc- 
dend*  feu  dand*  nequc  fine  vel  Ht  Con- 
ftabular*  Receptor'  Ballivus  aut  Officiar' 
noftr*  aut  hered*  vel  fucccflbr*  noftror'  cxira 
libertai*  predid*  contra  voluntat*  fuas. 

VOLUMUS  ETIAM  ac  per  pre- 
fentes  ^oncedimus  prefat*  Gubernatt»'  E^li- 
vis  et  Gjmmo'nitai'  Societal'  prediil'  quod 
habeant  ct  habebunc  has  literas  nollras  Fa- 
tentes  Tub  tnagno  SigtUo  noftro  Anglic  de- 
biio  modo  fad*  et  ngillat'  abfque  Bne  feu 
feod'    magno    Tlu    parvo    nobis    in    hanai 
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faft*  cxiftit  aut  aliquo  Statut*  Aftu  Ordi- 
nac'oe  Provifione  Proclamac'oe  five  Reftric- 
c^oc  in  contrat*  antchac  habit*  fad*  edit' 
ordinat*  five  provis*  auc  aliqua  al'  re  caufa 
Tel  materia  quacunque  in  aliquo  lion  obftan*. 

IN  CUJUS  rei  tcftimonium  h^s  literas 
noftra^  fieri  fecimus  Paten tcs  Tefte  me  ipfo 
apud  Weftmonafterium  tercio  decimo  die 
^i^rcii  Anno  Regni  noftri  decimo. 

Per  Breve  de  privato  Sigillo. 

WOLSELEY. 


I 
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CHARLES,  by  the  Grace  of 
God,  of  England^  France  and 
Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  ^c. 


To  all  to  whom   thefe    Prefents 
fhall  come  greeting, 

WHEREAS    at   a    Seflions  of  Recital  of  thi 
Sewers,  holden  at  Kin^s  Lynn  Lynn  Law. 
in  our  County  of  No^olk^   the 
13  th  Day    of  January   in  the 
fixth  Year  of  our  Reign,  concerning  the  drain- 
ing of  -the  Fens  and  Marlhy  Grounds  in  our 
Counties    of   Northampton^    Norfolk^    Suffolk^ 
Lincoln^  Cambridge^  Huntingdon^  and  the  Ifle 
of  Ely^  lying  within  the  Limits  of  our  Com- 
miflion,  in  the  Prefence  of  our  dearly  belo- 
ved and  faithful  Coulin  Francis  Earl  of  Bed-^ 
ford^  and  before  Sir  Robert  Heathy    Knighr, 
our  then  Attorney  General,  Sir  Miles  Sandys^ 
Knight  and  Baronet,  and  divers  others  to  the 
Number  of  forty  and  one,  Commiflioners  of 
Sewers  then  and  there  affcmbled,  by  Virtue 
of  our  Commifllon   of  Sewers  to  them  and 
others  diredted,  many  good  and  wholefome 
A^s,  Ordiiiances  and  Decrees  were  made  by 
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ourCommiflloners,forand  concerning  thedrua- 
ing  of  the  faid  Fens  and  Marlhy  Groudds. 

Znt  te^eCSaS  as  well  our  CbmrnUEonen 
aforedid,  as  the  People  there,  whom  the  drain- 
ing the  faid  drowned  Lands  did  concern,  hoin- 
bly  befought  of  the  aforefaid  Earl  of  Bedfiris 
that  he  the  laid  Earl  himfclf  would  be  pkalcd 
to  undertake  fo  great  and  famous  a  Wo^ 
conducive  as  well  to  the  Good  of  the  People 
of  the  faid  Counties  as  of  the  Earl  himfdf; 
to  which  Prayers  and  Entreaties  the  iaid  Earl 
confenting,  did  agree  to  undertake  the  afore- 
faid Work.  And  thereupon  it  was  enadedasd' 
judged,  ordained,  and  decreed^  that  for  3  R^ 
compence  of  the  great  Labour  and  Expence  of 
the  faid  Earl  in  performing  the  faid  Work, 
he  Ihoukl  have  ninety  five-thoufaod  Acres  of 
the  faid  Land,  to  be  indilFcrendy  allotted  and 
fee  out  to  him,  of  the  feveral  Sorts  and  Qua- 
lities of  the  faid  Grounds,  according  to  their 
feveral  Natures  and  Goodnefs,  by  fix  of  the 
faid  CommiHioners.  And  to  the  Intent  that 
as  well  the  faid  Ear]  might  with  greater  Confi- 
dence undertake  and  perform  the  faid  Work, 


[67] 

ninteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  late  men: 
dearly  beloved  Father,  King  James^  or  by  any 
other  Law  of  Sewers,  we  might  claim  \  and 
alio  that  we  would  be  pleafed  to  confirm  their 
Ads  or  Decrees,  and,  by  our  Royal  Hand 
ligning  the  fame,  to  declare  our  Royal  Appro* 
faacion  thereof,  and  Afient  thereunta  And 
that  we  would  further  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to 
recommend  the  fame  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lord  Keeper  of  our  Great  Seal,  that  they 
may  in  due  Form  of  Law  be  confirmed  and 
ratified,  by  Decree  of  our  Honourable  High 
Court  of  Chancery.  And  that  we  would  vouch- 
iafe  to  recommend  the  fame  to  the  Right  Ho- 
nourable the  Lords  and  others  of  our  moit 
Honourable  Privy  Council,  to  be  by  them  or- 
dered as  a  Matter  of  State,  not  to  be  akered 
or  impeached,  having  received  the  Approbation 
of  that  Honourable  Board ;  and  that  whenfo- 
ever  a  Parliament  fiiould  be  called,  and  a  Bill 
being  then  preferred  to  the  two  Houfes  of  that 
High  Court  of  Parliament,  and  the  fame  be- 
ing there  pafied  as  a  Law,  that  we  would  be 
gracioufly  pleafed,  for  the  full  and  final  Con- 
firmation thereof,  to  give  our  Royal  Aflenc 
thereunto.  And  that  we  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed,  for  thefe  our  Royal  Favours,  vouch- 
safed to  this  poor  diftrefled  Part  of  our  Coun- 
try which  could  receive  no  Relief  or  Help,  but 
by  our  Royal  Hands  in  giving  Life  to  their 
Laws,  to  accept  of  the  Quantity  of  twelve 
thoufand  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  faid  ninety -five 
thoufand  Acres,  to  be  aflured  to  us,  our  Heirs 
and  Succefibrs,  freed  and  difcharged  of  and 
from  all  Right,  Title,  or  Intereft  of  Common, 
or  otherwife  to  be  claimed  or  demanded  by  the 
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faid  Earl,  or  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons  wha^ 
foewer.  The  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acres  to  he 
laid  togeiher  in  one  or  two  entire  Pieces,  a 
Qjantiiies,  out  of  fuch  of  the  faid  drowDol 
Lands  as  now  are  Parcel  of  the  Manor  ci 
fFhiuJefea^  or  other  Manors  thereto  adjoiaingi 
which  Quantity  of  twelve  thousand  Acres  the 
laid  Earl  and  Country,  by  an  unanimous  Coo- 
fent,  have  humbly  offered  unto  us,  as  a  thaidc- 
ful  Acknowledgment  of  our  gracious-  Favour, 
in  recommending  the  faid  Work,  and  perfediog 
the  fame,  with  our  Royal  Favtnjr  and  AiTent  u 
aforefaid;  which  voluntary  and  free  Offering  of 
the  faid  Earl  and  our  People  wc  have  moftgnci- 
oudy  accepted,  and  by  thcfe  Prdents  do  accept. 
9lrtl  iDijeteaff  we,  highly  favouring  the 
Reciulorfor-gf-Qfgj-^jj  great,  arduous,  and  praifc-worthy 
p"  '""  Work,  have  declared  our  Approbation  of  the 
fiid  Afts  and  Decrees,  by  our  Royal  Hand 
figning  the  fame.  And  we  have,  for  the  bet- 
ter Government,  Prc^reis,  and  Completion  of 
the  aforefaid  Work,  by  our  Letters  Patents 
lately  on  this  Behalf  granted,  made,  appoin- 
ted, and  created  the  faid  Earl,  and  othcn  of 
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vernor,  Bailifis,  and  Commonaky  of  the  Soci- 
ety aforefaid,  promifed  to  grant  unto  us»  our 
Heirs  and  Succeflfors,  twelve  thoufand  Acres 
Mlitbin  thjc  Level  of  the  Fens  aforefaid^  not  co** 
vered  with  Water,  but  drained,  in  proper  Places, 
OQ  the  View  of  Viewers  to  be  appointed  by 
CHir  Treafiirer  of  England^  to  be  h^ld  free  of 
all  common,  and  other  Charges  and  Services, 
which  faid  Twelve  thoufand  Acres,  named  in 
the  aforefaid  Ads«  Ordinances,  and  Decrees  of 
our  Commiflipners  aforefaid,  and  the  aforefaid 
twelve  thoufand  Acres  mentioned  in  our  Let- 
ters Patents  aforefaid,  are  intended  to  be  one 
and  the  (imte  twelye  thouland  Acres,  and 
not  others  and  different  ^  Know  ye  there- 
fore that  we,  willing  to  take  away  entirely  all 
Doubts  and  Q^llions  which  may  in  any  wife 
hereafter  arife  theceon^  and  likewife  declaring 
by  thefe  Prefents  that  we  arc  fully  fatis6ed  with 
the  twelve  thoufand  A<^res,.  granted  or  menti- 
oned to  be  granted  to  us,  our  Heirs  and  Sue*, 
ceflfors,  as  fet  forth  in  the  aforefaid  A  As  and 
Decrees,  have,  of  our  fpecial  Grace,  from  our 
own  certain  Knowledge  and  meer  Motion,  for- 
given, remifed,  releafed,  and  quitted  Claim, 
and  by  thieie  ^refents  for  us^  our  Heirs  and  Sue- 
ceffors,  do  forgive,  remifc,  releafe,  and  quit 
Claim  to  the  aforefaid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and 
Commonalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid,  and 
their  Succeflbrs,  the  aforefaid  twelve  thoufand 
Acres,  promifed  or  menjtioned  to  be  promifed 
in  th^fe  our  faid  Letters  Patents,  and  every  Par- 
cel thereof,  and  dl  our  Right,  Title,  Claim,  In- 
tereft  and  Deniand  whatever,  of,  in,  and  to 
t^e  &id  twelye  ^hog^d  Acres,,  or  any  Parcel 
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thera^,  by  Virtue  or  Colour  of  our  laid  Let- 
ters Patents  afore  recited ;  and  alio  all  and  fin- 
guUr  Promiln,  or  Pretences  of  Promil^  of 
and  concerning  the  aforefaid  twelve  thodbd 
Acres  of  Land  in  our  Taid  Letters  Patents  on- 
tatned  and  expreOcd,  or  in  any  wife  louclujf 
the  lame.  Saving  always  to  ourielvesa  on 
Heirs  and  SuccelTors,  the  af<H«fiiid  twdn 
thou&nd  Acres,  in  the  aforefiiid  A&,  Ordi- 
nances, and  Decrees  of  our  ComraifSotttn  of 
Sewers  aforefaid  exprelTed,  and  to  us,  oar 
Heirs  and  SucceObrs  granted  or  mentioned  to 
be  granted. 
Letters  Pa-  «nU  tDflCCeQ^  the  aforeiaid  Governor, 
UDU  ibove  re- Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Society 
cited  forrea-  aforefaid,  have  humbly  befought  us  to  accept 
ttfred  up.  from  them  of  the  Surrender  of  our  iaid  Let- 
ters Patents  before  mentioned,  but  with' an 
Intention  that  we  would  voudifafe  to  grant 
them  other  Letters  Patents,  with  the  fame  and 
other  Gif[S,  Pow:crs,  Privileges,  and  Immu- 
nities conducive  to  the  promoting  of  the  Work 
aforefaid ;  which  Surrender  we  fiave  accq)ted, 
and  do  accept  by  tliefe  Prerents. 

giQ   lullECeaS   our    dearly   beloved    and 
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or  thereabouts,  (from  which,  being  covered 
with  Water,  little  Advantage  redounds  to  Misin* 
kiijid,  except  from  fbme  rew  River  FiQi  and 
Water  Fowl)  into  Land,  Meadows  and  Paf- 
ture,  to  the  great  Advantage  as  well  of  thofe 
Sarts  as  of  the  Public,  in  which  they  have 
made  fuch  a  Progrefs,  that  hereafter,  as  it  wa$ 
hoped,  in  thofe  Places,  which  lately  prefented 
nothing  to  the  Eyes  of  the  Beholder  but  great 
Waters,  and  a  few  Reeds  thinly  fcattered  here 
and  there,  under  the  Divine  Mercy  might  be 
icen  pleafant  Paftures  of  Cattle  and  Kyne,  and 
many  Houfes  belonging  to  the  Inhabitants. 
But  becaufe  fuch  a  Body  of  Water  cannot  al- 
ways be  drained   ofF  and  kept  from  thofe 
Places,  but  by  the  ere6bing  and  making  of 
Meei^,    Banks,    Dams^     Dykes,     Tunnels,  But  it  cannot 
Sluices,    Bridges,    and    Caufeys,     and  other  ^  ^^ne  with- 
Works,  and  by  the  continuing  and  fuppor-  ^"jIj^!^^''"- 
ting  the  fame,  which  will  require  a  daily  Ex-  g^^^  ^2" 
pence ;  and  to  the  continual  Support  of  the  pence. 
Charge  attending  fo    great  a  Work,  forty  For  which 
thoufand  Acres  of  thofe  drained  Fens,  are  in-  ^^^P^^^ 
tended  to  be  fet  out  by  proper  Bounds,  from  i^%i  outT 
the  Rents,  KTues  and  Profits  of  which  the  faid  from  Profits' 
Charge  is  to  be  born,  which  cannot  be  fo  well  of  which  the 
managed  by  Individuals,  who  are  often  dying,  P*f[p®  "  ^® 
and  who  leave  their  Heirs  Minors  or  Women,  OutJ^nnot 
by  no  Means  equal  to  fuch  a  Direflion,  as  if  be  managed 
the  expending  the  fame  and  the  continuing  but  by  a  Cor- 
the  Premifcs  was  intruded  to  the  Care  of  dif-  poration. 
creet  Men,  in  a  political  and  corporate  Sue- 
ceflion. 

JUtnOtD  pC  tfteCefOie  that  we,  taking  the 
Fremifes  into  our  Confideration,  and  being 
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billing  to  aid  and  aflld  the  Progre(s  and  OooH 
plecion  of  the.  faid  Work,  by  all  Means  that 
we  can,  and  gracioufly  confenting  to  the  Peti- 
tion of  the  aforef^id  Governor  and  Commo- 
naUy  of  the  Society,  touching  the  Preniiies 
aforefaid,  of  our  fpecial  Grace,  and  frQm  out; 
certain  Knowledge  and  meer  Motion,  we  wiU 
that  for  ever  hereafter  there  be,  and  (hall  be 
Society  of  one  Society  of  Confervators  of  the  Fens, 
Confcrvators    yj^ithin   our  Countics  aforefaid,   framed   into 

madt  a  B^y  ^"^  ^^^^  Corporate  and  Politic.  And  wc 
Corporate  and  do  for  ourfclves,  our  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs, 
Politic.  make,  create  ^nd  appoint  the  aforefaid  Fran- 

Earl  of  BfJ'  cis  E^rl  of  Bedford^  and  his  Participants,  O/i- 
fordzn^  others  ver  Earl  of  Bullingbrooke^  Henry  Lord  MaU 
"**^®  u^^  !f  *^  ir'eversy  Edward  Lord  Gorges^  Sir  Francii 
NalcofGo.^^^^^*  Knight,  CharKcllor  of  the  moft  noble 
vcrnor,  Bai-  Order  of  the  Garter,  Sir  Miles  Sandys^  Knight 
lifi  and  ,  and  Baronet,  Sir  Thomas  Xy^^^S^^^j  Knight, 
Commonalty  Sir  Robert  Lovett^  Knight,  Sir  Filthert  Vematt^ 
of  Con  W^  Knight,  Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight,  miliam, 
tors  of  the  Sams,  LL.D.  Oliver  Saint  John,  Efquire,  An* 
Fens.  thony  Hammond,  Elquire,  and  Samuel  Spalding^ 

Gentleman,  and  others  to  be  elc6led  in  the 
Form  hereafter  direfted,  and  their  Succeflbrs, 
in  the  Society  aforefaid,  a  Body  Politic  and 
Corporate,  in  Deed  and  in  Name,  to  liave' 
Succeflion  for  ever,  by  the  Name  of  Gover- 
nor, Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Society 
of  Confervators  of  the  Fens,  in  our  Counties 
of  Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Northampton,  Un- 
(oln,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk,  and  the  Ifle  of 
Ely,  and  by  ihefe  Prelents  will  that  they  be 
called  by  the  Name  aforefaid;  and  that 
of    them,    one    be    Governor,  ^mother  De- 
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ptjty  Governor,  two  be  Bailiffs,  and  the  reft  be 
of  the  Commonalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid, 
and  that  they  and  others,  to  be  elected  and 
admitted  in   the  Form  following^into  that 
Spciety,    and  their    SuccefTors  by   the  fame 
Name,  may  have  perpetual  Succelfion.    And  Tq  have  per. 
that  they,  ^nd  their  SuccefTors,  be  and  fhall  retual  Succeffi- 
be,  in  all  future  Times,  Perfons  fit  and  capa-  on,  purchafe 
bje  in  Law  to  have,  purchafe,  pofTefs,  and  re-  ^^^  ^^ 
tain  .Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments,  and"^do^"ali 
to  themfelves  and  SuccefTors,  in  Fee  and  In- other  Corpo- 
heritance,  or  for  Term  of  Life  or  Lives,  or  rate  Ads, 
Years,  and  Goods  and.  Chattels,  and.  Rights, 
and  Debts  of  whatfoever  Kind,  Nature,  or 
Species.     And  ^Ifo  to  give,   aflign,  demifc,   . 
and  difpofe  of  the  faid   Lands,   Tenements^ 
and  Hereditaments,  Goods  and  Chattels;  and 
alfo  that  they  may,  by  the  Name  aforefaid, 
plead  and  be  inopleaded,  (lefend  and  be  de- 
fended, in  all  Courts  and  Places,  and  before 
all  the  Judges,  Juftices,  Ofiicers,  Miniflersof 
us,  our  Heirs  anc)  SupcefTors,  iq  ali  Adlions, 
Fleas,  CpiTiplaintSt   and  Demands,'  in  Man- 
ner and  Fortn,  as  any  other  of  our  Liege  Sub- 
jefts  fit  and  capable  in  Law,  or  as  any  other 
Body  Politic  and  Corporate,  may  and  doth. 

£DUC  Will  moreover  is,  and  by  thefe  Pre-  The  Earl  of 
fents,  for  ourfelves,  our  Heirs  and  SuccefTors,  Bedford^  and 
we  grant  to  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs,  and  others,  ap. 
Commonalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid.  That  XX%SL 
the  aforefaid  Francis^  Earl  of  Bedford^  be  the  „o,.^   Bailift 
firfl  and  prefent  Governor  of  the  Society  afore-  and  Commo- 
fajd,  and  the  aforefaid  Sir  ikf//?/ 5tf»^j,  Knight  nalty. 
and  Baronet,  be  the  firfl  Deputy  Governor, 
aod  the  afore^id  Sir  Thomas  Tj/ringbam,  Knight, 

and 
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And  Sir  Miks  Sandjs^  Knight,  be  and  M I 
be  the  fiifl:  and  preTent  ^jlifis  of  the  Soricrr  I 
aforefaid,  and  the  afbrefaid  Oliver  Earl  of  M I 
Ut^broke,  Henry  Lord  IMaltrevert,  Edwardljxi  I 
Gorges,  Sir  Francis  Craitet  Kn^ht,  SirRtiffi  1 
Levett,  Knight,  Sir  PbilHiert  yernattt  Kn^ 
WiUtam  Sams,  Oliver  Saint  j^oim,  Jnibn^  ' 
Hamond,  and  Samuel  Spalding  be  and  ftall  be 
che  firft  and  prefeni  Cotntnonalty  of  the  So- 
ciety aforefaid. '  And  wc  make,  ordain,  and 
create  the  faid  Francis^  Ear!  of  Bedford,  the 
firft  and  prefcnt  Governor,  and  the  afbrefaid 
Sir  Miles  Sandys,  Knight  and  B&ronet,  the 
firft  and  prefcnt  Deputy  Governor,  Sir  7be- 
mas  Tyringbam,  Knight,  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys, 
Knight,  the  firft  and  prefcnt  Baili^  Oliver 
Elarl  of  Bullingbroket  Henry  Lord  Maltrevers^ 
Edward  Lord  Gorges^  Pramis  Crane,  Robert 
Levett,  Pbilibert  Fernatt,  fViUiam  Samms^ 
Oliver  Saint  John,  Anthony  Hammond,  and 
Samuel  Spalding  the  firft  and  prefcnt  Com' 
monalty  of  the  Society  afore^d.  Which 
Governor,  our  Will  is,  do  continue  in  his  Of- 
fice until  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  the  Archan- 
gel, wh'ich  rii;!!!  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
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Commonalty  to  the  End  of  their  tefpt&ive 
Lives,  unlefs  for  juft  Caufe,  any  one  of  the 
aforefaid  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,    Bai- 
lifl^  or  Commonalty  be  removed  from  his 
Place.     And   that   the  faid  Governor,  Bai* 
lifis,   and  Commonalty  of  the  Society  afore- 
laid,    and    their    Succeflbrs,    may    have    a 
Common  Seal,  for  carrying  on  any  of  the  To  hive  « 
Caufes  or  Bufinels  of  themfelves  and  their  Sue-  Common  Seal, 
ceflbrs ;  and  that  it  be  lawful  for  them  the  »n^  Pow«  of 
(aid  Seal  at  their  Will  and  Pleafure  to  break  Jj^^^t*** 
and  change,  and  make  new,  as  often  acid  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  them  fiiall  feem  fit. 

Situ  tnO|CO!)CC  for  ourfelves,  our  Heirs  To  have  « 
and  Succeflbrs,  we  grant  to  the  faid  Gover-  S??I"?V 
nor.  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Society  t^^l\^!fV^ 
arorelaid,  in  any  convenient  Place  within  the  femble,  and 
Ifle  of  Efyj  to  be  fixed  upon  by  the  faid  Go-  efea  Govcr- 
wmor,  Ekiiliffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  So-  t^r  wad  De* 
ciety  aforefaid,  our  Leave  to  have  a  certain  P^J^ iPd^ftd- 
Council  Chamber  and  Common  Hall,  and  ]^^ 
therein  on  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  Sepiemhr 
in  every  Year,  and  ofccner  if  the  Neceflity  of 
the  Cafe  requires  it,    themfelves  to  affemble 
and  meet,  and  with  the  free  Choice  of  the 
aforefaid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty 
of  the  Society  aforefaid,  or. the  major  Part 
of  thofe  who  will  attend,   to  nominate  and 
cleft  one  difcrcet  and  proper  Perlbn,  out  of 
the  Deputy  Governor  or  Commonalty  of  the 
faid  Society,  to  be  Governor  of  the  faid  So- 
ciety; who,   being  fo  elefted,  fhall  remain 
and  continue   in    the   faid  Office  until  the 
twenty- ninth  Day  of  September  then  next  fol- 
lowing, and  from  thence  until  he  or  fome  other 

be 
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be  elected  Governor  in  his  Room,  unlefi  in  the 
mean  Time,  for  a  juft  Caufe,  he  be  duly  it- 
moved  from  his  Place.  And  alio  to  nomi- 
nate and  tlc&  one  honeft  and  difcreet  Man  to 
be  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Society  aforelidd, 
and  two  others  to  be  BailiffB  of  the  Society 
afbrefaid ;  who,  being  fo  elcfted  into  the 
laid  Offices,  (hcU  feverally  remain  and  conti- 
nue thetein  until  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of 
September  then  next  following,  and  from  thence 
until  they  or  fome  of  them,  or  others,  be 
ckAed  in  their  Room,  unlefs  in  the  mean 
time,  for  ju(t  Caufe,  they  or  any  of  them  be 
duty  removed  from  their  Places.  -  And  alio  that 
all  thofe,  who  are  feized  of  not  lets  than  fifty 
•erroDi  feiwfd  Acres  of  the  faid  Fen  Lands  in  Fee  and  In- 
h  ""fiftr  ''^'■"ance,  may  for  the  Time  being  admit, 
icrei  to  eleft  cleft,  and  put  into  the  Commonalty  of  the  faid 
>»ninonal[y.  Society  whomever  they  will;  and  alio  admi^ 
eled,  put  in  others  in  the  Room  of  thofe  who  die 
or  are  removed,  as  often  as  to  them  Ihall  feem  ne- 

ernor,  and  "or,  and  Deputy  Governor,  and  each  of  the  Qdd 
;oinmon»l[y  Bailifl^,  and  any  of  the  faid  Commraalty,  be 
0  be  removed  for  juft  Caufc  retnovablc,  and  to  be  removed 
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Vi&j  and  G)tnnionalty  of  the  Society  aFore- 
faid,  themfelves  to  aflemble  and  meet,  and  then 
and  there  another  Perfon  or  Perfbns  to  be  Go^ 
iPtrnor,  Deputy  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Com- 
inonalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid,  in  the  Forn 
aforefaid,  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  them  the  faid 
Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Bailifis  or  any 
of  the  Conimonalty,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  any 
one,  either  dead  or  removed,  to  nominate  and 
eleft  into  their  Office  and  Place,  to  continue 
till  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  September  then 
next  following,  and  from  thence  until  he  or 
another  be  newly  ele£ted ;  to  be  continued  as 
aforefaid.     Which  Perfbns    fo   elefted   may 
and  (hall  be  refpedlively  Governor,  Deputy 
Governor,  Bailifis,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
Society  aforefaid,  in  Form  aforefaid.   And  we 
do  by  thefe  Prcfents,  for  us,  our  Heirs  and 
Succefibrs,  make,  create,  and  appoint  them 
Governor,    Deputy    Governor,    Bailiffs    and 
Commonalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid,  and  fo 
as  often  as  the  Cafe  (hall  fo  happen. 

ann  tnO^eOtiet  bur  win  is,  and  by  thefe  g!^7'^^. 
Prcfents  we  do  grant,  for  ourfclycs^  our  Heirs  vernor,    Bai 
and  Succefibrs,    to  the  aforefaid   Governor,  lifFs  and 
Bailiffs    and    Commonalty    of    the    Society  Commonalty 
aforefaid,  and    their  Succefibrs,  that  it  A^all  ^^^^ ^  ^^*j^^ 
be  lawful  for  the  faid  Governor,  Deputy  Go-  finances  for 
vernor,  and  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  support  of 
Society  aforefaid,  being  convoked  by  the  Go-  Works,  Vc. 
vernor,  or  Deputy  Governor,  of  the  Society 
aforefaid,  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  major 
.Part  of  them  which  (hall  be  then    prefcnt, 
being  not  lefs   than  fix  in  Number,  one  of 
which  to  be  the  Governor,  or  Deputy  Gover- 
nor, 
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nor,  rrom  Time  to  Time,  for  the  gpod  Go- 1 
vemment.    Support,   and  public  Advantage  I 
of  the  Society  afordiudt  to    make,  ordain,  I 
eltablifh  and  dcdare  any  Statutes,  laws,  or  | 
Ordinances,    touching   themfelvcs  and  tbet  I 
Works  in   the  Fens,  and  to  apply  to  new  | 
Miichiefs  that  may  happeii,  if  it  be  neceffi- 
ry,  new  Remedies,  and  the  Diine  to  execmt. 
^ovided  always  that  the  fald  Statutes,  X^wi, 
Ordinances,  and  Decrees,  are  not  contrary  to 
the  Statutes  and  Laws  of    this  our  R^lm 
of  England. 

StllQ  further  our  Will  is,  and  by  thefe  F^^ 
.  fents  for  ourfelves,  our  Heirs  and  SucccHbrs, 
we  ordain  and  appoint,  that  the  aforefaid  Earl 
of  Bedford,  above  in  thcfe  Frefents  named  to 
be  Governor  of  the  Society  aforefaid,  and 
every  other  Pcrfon  from  Time  to  Time  to  be 
cletfled  into  that  Office,  before  he  be  admitted 
to  the  Exercife  of  the  Office  of  Governor  of  the 
Society  aforefaid,  or  enter  on  the  fi^d  Office, 
Ihall  take  his  corporal  Oath,  on  the  Holy 
Evangelins,  the  faid  Office  well  and  faithfully 
in  all  Thing  touching  the  faid  Office  to 
execute,  before  the  Deputy  Governor,  Bailiffi, 
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'       fiDUt  Will  moreover  is,  and  by  thefc  Pre-  Deputy  Go- 
'    fents  for  ourfelvcs,  our  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  ^^!!?i  "^ 
we  do  ordain  and  appoint  that  the  aforefaid  j^J^^  ^^  q^^I 
iSir  Miks  Sandys^  Knight  and  Baronet,  Sir  of  Office. 
72^1^^;    ^yringbam^    Knight,   and  Sir  Miles 
Sandys^  Knight,  and  any  other  that  (hall  here- 
after  be  eleSed  into  the  Office  of  Deputy 
Governor,  or  B^ilifl^  oi  the  faid  Society,  be- 
fore they  be  admitted  to  exercife  the  Office  of 
Deputy  Governor,  or  Bailiffs,   or  enter   oh 
the  faid  Office,   (hall  refpe£tively  take  their 
corporal  Oath  upon  the  Holy  Evangelifts,  the 
faid  Office  well  and  faithfully  in  all  Things 
touching  the  faid  Office  to  execute,   before 
the  Governor,   Bailiffs,  and  Common^ty  of 
the  Society  aforeiaid,  or  any  two  or  more  of 
them,  to  whom  like  Power  and  Authority 
to  give  and  adminifter  fuch  Oath  as  aforefaid, 
to  the  aforefaid  Sir  MiUs  SandySy  Knight  and 
and  Baronet,  Sir  ^iomas  Tyfingbam^  and  Sir 
Miles  SandySj  Knights,  and  every  other  Per- 
fon  from  Time  to  Time  into  thofe  Offices  to 
be  elefted.  We  by  thefe   Prefents  give,  and 
this  without  any  Cbmmiffion  or  farther  War- 
rant on  this  Part  from  us,  our  Heirs  and  Sue- 
cefiors,  to  be  bad  and  obtained;  and  that  it  Governor  ar 
(hall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor  and  Bailiffs  Bailiffs  may 
of  the  Society  aforefaid,  for  the  Time  being,  'P^Jj'^'^Jf'^') 
to  appoint  a  proper  Form  of  Oath,  to  be  ta-  ^^^j^  [^  ^^ 
ken  by  all  the  Members  of  the  faid  Society,  taken, 
their  Officers  and  Servants;  and  we  give  and 
grant  like  Power  to  the  faid  Governor,  Deputy 
Governor,  and  Bailiffs,  and  their  Succeffors,  for 
them,  the  faid  Governor,  Deputy  Governor  and 
Bailiffs,  to  adminifter  to,  and  take  from  all  the 

Members 
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Members  of  the  faid  Society,  the  Oath  Iflihe 
Form  aforefaid,  and  this  without  any  Commtffi- 
on  or  farther  Warrant  on  this  Fart  from  us,oar 
Heirs  and  SuccefTors,  to  be  had  and  obtained  ^ 
iktney  of  9lltl  farther  of  our  fpecial  Grace,  certain 
ten  ind  Knowledge  and  mere  Motion,  for  ourfclves, 
k»  ID  the  ^g  [^jyg  given  and  granted  to  the  aforcfiid 
J-ll"^"  Governor,  Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the 
Society  aforcfaid,  and  their  SucccfTors,  the  Cod- 
fcrvacy  of  all  Waters  and  Banks  within  the  Fens 
and  Marlh  Grounds  aforefaid,  as  well  thofc  that 
now  are  as  any  that  fhall  hereafter  be ;  and  for 
us,  our  Heirs  and  Succefors,  we  will,  and  we 
grant  to  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiff's,  and  Com- 
monaliy  of  the  Society  aforclaid  andtheirSuc- 
ceflbrs,  that  they  and  their  Succeflbrs  (hall  be  ioi 
ever  Confervacors  of  the  Waters  and  Banks 
aforcfaid  ;  and  we  do,  by  thefc  Prefents,  make, 
ordain  and  conflitute  to  them  and  their  Suc- 
ceflbrs the  Power  over  the  Waters  and  Banks 
aforcfaid,  by  tbemfelves  or  their  Servants  to 
ieize,  take  away  and  burn  Nets,  Wears,  and 
nil  orher  Engine^,  Sinuncbes,  Mills,  and  all 
other  Nufjnces,  in  and  upon  the  Waters  and 
Banks  a:"     ■" 
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*  JBaiUfe  of  the  Society  aforcfeid,  for  the  Time  Who  miy  to* 
[I  Iking,  That  they,  and  two  or  more  of  them,  ^%%l^ 
^  4my  and  for  ever  hereafter  (hall  have  a  Power  ^^^  "pn^* 
[t  rcl  enquiring,  by  the  Oath  of  twelve  honeft  ted.* 
4  mud  lawful  Men  of  thofe  Counties,  and  by 
i:  liich  other  Means  as  are  fitting,  of  all  Tref- 
\  pafies  and  Offences  againft  the  Form  of  the 
r  statute,  dr  againft  the  Law  and  Cuftom  of 
ihis  our  Realm  of  England^  in  and  upon  the 
Waters  and  Banks  aforefaid  done,   commit- 
ted or  perpetrated,  or  hereafter  to  be  done, 
committed  or  perpetrated,  and  all  and  fm*  ^"^  ^  ^ 
gular  the  fanjc  of  hearing  and  determining,  ^^'^    ^ 
and  thofe  who  are  convid;ed  thereof  of  pu- And  pnnifli 
nifliing  by  Fines   and    Amercements,  and  by  Fines  ud 
other  Penalties,  according  to  the  Laws  and  Amcrccmcnti. 
Cuftoms  of  this  our  l^t^Xm  of  England. 

^OjeOi)0i;  we  have  granted  to  the  afore- Said  Fioo  and 
laid  Governor,  BaUiffs,  and  Society,  and  their  ^?"^f°****^ 
Succcffora,   aU   Kinds   of  Penalties,    Fines,  JJJ"^^ 
Amercements,  Goods  and  Chattels,  for  any^oo* 
Offences  in  and  upon  the  Waters  and  Banlcs 
aforefaid,  againft  the  Form  of  the  Statutes, 
or  againft  the  Jjslw.  and  Cuftom  of  this  our 
Realm  of  England,  forfeited  and  adjud^,  or 
that  (hall  be  hereafter  forfeited  and  adjudged* 
And  that  they,   and  their  Succeflbr^,    (hall 
have  the  fame  pf  the  Trefpa(rers  and  Qfien* 
ders  in  and  upon  the  Waters  and    Banks 
aforefaid,   and  all  others,    in  the  Hands  of 
whomfoever  they  are  found,  or  frbm  whom- 
foever  the  fame  ought  to  be  paid,  and  all  the 
(aid  Fines  and  Amercements,  Goods  and  Ctuit- 
tels,  by  themfelves  and  Servants  to  feize,  re- 
ceivet  and  enjoy,  to  the  Ufe  and  Behoof  of 
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i1k  faid  Governor,  Btilifls,  and  Comnwultj  \\ 

of  the  $ocicty  aforelaid,  and  their  Suooeflcn,  ( 

vithout  any  Eftreat  thereof  into  the  Enie- 

qucr  of  us,  our  Heirs  and  Succcflbis,  tobt 

ient  or  returned,  and  without  aiiy  Impcidi* 

ment  of  us,  our  Heirs  or'  Succxflon,  or  d 

any  of  our  Officers  or  Servants. 

A  weekly         flnn  for  the  Advantage  and  Eafe  of  Aofe 

Market,  and  who  live  in  the  Parts  afc^ie^d,  ahd  (batotbm 

T  """^^  may  be  the  better'  induced,  frbiii  the  Ne^ 

wTelCi'Sr  bwirhood  of  Fairs  and  Markets,  to  iobafait 

f«^frjr,  Lord  thofe  Parts,  our  Will  brtheris,  andbfAA 

of  the  MuDT  PrefentB  for  ourfelvcs,  our  tk]^  and  SdOOtT- 

ff  ^*^' "  fors,  we  grant  to  the  aforefaid  Earl  of  Bti^ 

Si«."     fird.  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Jfanwy.  and  bii 

Heirs  and  AlBgns,  that  they' may  have  one 

Market  on  the  ^htr/tUy  in  every  Week  witblii 

the  faid  Manor  of  ^iornrf,  and   aOb  nra 

Fairs  annually  for  ever  at  ^T^ey  aforefaid,  one 

pf  tbem  to  begin  on  the  Brft  Day  of  iMigr,  Aid 

through  that  Day  and  the  two  Days  not 

the  fame  Day  following  annually,  t6  cbntinue 

and  laft ;  and  the  other  of  the  faid  Fain  ther^ 

on  the  firft  Day  of  September  to  be  begun; 

and  through  that  whole  Day  and  two   DayS 
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i    «nd  Fairs,    and  Court  of  Pic  Powder  be-  S»d  UmAbh 
i    loi^ng.     Provided  alwws  that  the  faid  Mar-  ««|^«rt  n«t 
I   Jkct  or  Fairs,  or  cither  or  them,  is  nor,  or  are  ft^^^^^ 
I    tape  to  the  Damage  of  any  other  neighbouring  any  neighbot- 
.Markets  or  Fairs.  ring  Fair  or 

3ntl  further  of  our  more  abundant  Grace,  Ij^aAce. 
certain  Knowledge,  and  mere  Motion,  wc  will  ^^^j^^  ^ 
for  oarfelvcs,  and  by  thefc  Prefent^  fortl|  oix^^^  annui 
Heks  and  SucceiTors,  we  grant  to  the  afore-  Fairs  gran- 
'laid  Sir  Miles  Sandys^  IGiight  and  Baronet,  ^  ^  Sir 
Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Sireibam,  his  Heirs  and  ^^'/'"f^ 
Afllgns,  tiiat  they  may  have  one  Market,  to  ^}J^^  ^ 
be  lida  on  the  Tburjday  m  every  Week,  with-  be  held  at 
in  the  Manor  of  Streiham  in  the  tfle  of  Efy.  Stntham. 
And  atfo  two  Fairs  annually  for  ever  to  be 
held  at  Sireibam  aforelaid,  one  on  the  Feaft  of 
St.  Mark  to  begin^  and  through  that  whole 
l3ay  and  the  two  Days  next  following  the  (aid 
t"  eaft  annually  te  continue  and  laft  ;  the  other 
of  tht  faid  Fairs  there,  on  the  Feaft  of  St. 
Michad  the  A^ftle  to  b^tn,  and  through 
that  whole  Day  and  tiie  two  Days  the  (aid 
Feafl:  next    following  to  continue  and  laft ; 
t<^ther  with  a  Court  of  Pie  Powder  there, 
at  the  Time  of  the  faid  Market  and  Fairs  to 
be  held,  t^cbher  with  reafonable  Toll,  Stal- 
lage, and  Ptcage  for  Stalls,  or  faleable  Thipgs, 
in  thb  Fairs  and  Markets  aforelaid  to  Sale 
expofed ;  together  with  all  Liberties,  free  Cuf- 
toms.    Fines,    Amercements^   and  all  other 
Profits^  Commodities,  and  Advantages  what-  g^y  Market 
^ver,  to  fuch  Kind  of  Markets  and  Fairs,  and  Fair  hoc 
and  Court  of  Pie  Powder  bclongirg.     Pro-  to  be  to  the 
vided  always  that  the  faid  Market  or  Fairs,  or  P'^i"^!^  ^ 
either  of  them,  is  not,  or  arc  not   to  the  ^ng  Fair  or 

G  2  Damage  Market. 
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Damage  of  any  other  neighbouring  Mtric^  ^ 

,,    or  Fairs. 

Si^lS  ,  roetef«ewewUl  andbytheftPnjN 

Ftin  gnated  ''^  °^*  °^'  Hcirs  and  Succeflors,  we  ftiimf 

to  the  Ewl  of  charge  and  command  that  the  aforelaid  £^ 

BtJfird,  and  of  Sedferd  and  Sir  Miles  Sandys,   aod  thn 

a!  Sr^""  ^^'"  ^^^  Affigns  rcTpeflivcly,  have  the  afim- 

Hein  and  Af-  ^aic^alrs,   and   Markets  aforelaid,    cogjetlitr 

figoi  refpcc-  wit^a  Court  of  Pie  Powder    there  at  il|c 

dveij.thoagh  Time  of  the  faid  Market  and  Fairs  to  be  beld, 

"^^"in^    together  with  reafonable  TqH,   Stallage  toil 

;^^" J"  Pmige  for  the  Stalls,  or  for  Thingslljcrfile 

^htd.        '    HI  the  Fairs  and  Markets  afordaid  zmM 

to  Sale,  tt^ther  with  aU  liberties  and  free 

Cuftoms,  Fines,  Amenxmenta  and  ^I  othti 

Profits,  Commodities  ^nd  Advanta^  a&r> 

faid,  or  in  any  kind  to   fiich  Markets  aod 

Fairs  belonging.     Provided  always  that  the 

jaid  Markets  and  Fairs,  or  dther  of  ihem,  ii 

not  or  are  not  to  tne  Damage  of  any  other 

neighbouring  Markets  or  Fairs  i    nothwidi- 

ftanding  our  Writ  of  ad  ^od  Bammm,  w 

any  other  Writ  from  our  Chancery  hath  npt 

iflfued   to  enquire  of  the  Fairs  aiid  N^rkni 


ahd  Belfries  a-new  to  ereft,  build^  and  found ; 
and  t6  inclofe  certain  Pieces  of  Land  to  the 
laid  Churches  and  Chapets  adjoining,  for  the 
Pdrpoles  of  making  Church  Yards  thereof; 
and  the  Churches  and  Chapels  fo  built  and 
founded  to  furniOi  and  adorn  with  a  Font  and 
other  things  neceflary  for  the  Adminidration 
of  the  Sac^attlent,  and  other  divine  Wor* 
Ihip;  and  the  faid  Churches  and  Church  Yards 
to  caufe,  by  the  Ordinary  of  the  Plaice  where 
they  ate  built,  to  be  confe^rated  and  dedicated 
according  to  the  Eccleliaftical  Laws  of  this 
our  Realm  of  England ;  and  that  the  faid  <jo- 
vernor.  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  So- 
ciety aforefaid  and  their  Succeflbrs,  and  every 
of  them,  fuch  Churches  and  Chapels  fo  foun- 
ding, after  the  Foundation  thereof,  be  for  ever 
Patrons  of  the  Churches  and  Chapels  afore- 
faid,  and  have  the  Right  of  Patronage  of 
every  df  thcm^  and  of  prefepting  to  the  fame 
on  every  Vacancy  a  fit  Perfon,  by  the  Ordina- 
ry  of  the  Place  canonically  to  be  admitted  and 
inftituted,  and  duly  tobe  indufted,  to  be  com- 
mamled.  We  will  moreover  and  by  thefe 
P^ents  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  SuccelTors, 
grant  to  all  Bifhops,  Ordinaries  and  others,  power  given 
as  well  thofe  who  now  are  as  chofe  that  may  to  BiOiops  an 
be  fo  hereafter  whom  it  may  concern,  that  Ordinaries  t 
they  and  every  of  them  the  Churches  or  ^""j^  q^^^^^^^ 
Chapels  aforefaid  when  they  are  built  and  their  ^^^  chapel&. 
Church  Yards,  may  confecrate  and  dedicate  to 
the  Divine  Honour ;  and  that  thofe  Churches 
and  Chapels,  after  they  (hall  be  confecrated, 
may.  ferve  the  Inmates  and  Inhabitants  for  the 
Celebration  of  Divine  Service,  for  the  admi- 

G  3  niftring 
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Aiftring  and  reccinog  of  the  Sscramenc  ef  die  I 
Lord's  Supper,  for  the  Celebration  of  Mx-  • 
riage,  the  Baptizing  of  Infants,  the  Ruryiiig 
of  the  Dead,  and  all  other  Things  which  tp 
Churches  and  Chapels  and  Church  Yai^ds  do 
eaonofbid  belong.     And  that  the  Re^ttx's  of  any  one. 
liordiei  or  or  any  of  the  faid   Churches  or  Chapds  re- 
tapeiito  be  fpe^Hvely,  and  fcjarateljf  be,  and  fluU  \?e^  9 
mm6P^-  ^^y  Corporate  and  Poliiic,  haring  SucceOiin 
c.  for  ever;  and  that  it  may  be  lawfel  for  theni 

McfTages,  L^nd  and  Tenemental  Glebes  aiid 
other  Hereditaments  in  Fee  Simple,  in  Rigbc 
of  his  Church  or  thofe  Churches  qt  Chapeb^ 
iirpOTatiotito  10  acquire  and  pdTefs.    And  that  the  iaid 
]dow  bid     Kcftors  may  be  provided  with  a  competent 
:hurchM  and  Support  refpcftively,   we  give  raoFcovcr  by 
""Pt"-     ■  thcfe  PrpTcnts  to  the  Governor,  Euti^  and 
Commoaalcy  of  the  Society  afordaid  apd  eve- 
ry of  them,  as  well  thofe  that  now  are  as 
thofe  that  may  be  herieafteri  a  Licence  and 
Faculty  any  I^nds  within  the  Level  of  the 
Fens  aforefaid,  or  others,  with  the  Pzymeat 
of  Tithes,   Fruits  and   otiicr  Things  there 
growing,  as  to  them  Ihall  feeni  \x&,  for  the 
faid  Reftocs  to  charge;  and  every  Chnrdk 
or  Chjp(.-1   aforffaid  and   the  Reftors  of  the 
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Ibg  and  his  SuccefTors  ih  fee  to  be  pofleiTed 
for  ever,  to  give  and  grant;  and  to  every 
fueh  Reftor  and  his  Succeflbrs  refeeftively  all 
tKofe  Things  to  acquire  ^nd^hcdd,   by  thcfeNotwithfian* 
neients  we  likewife  give  and  grant  a  Li- <^'ng Statute d 
ceoce,  notwithftanding  the  Statute  of  Mort-  ^^/^^^»^ 
mini  faviog  dwaysto every  kc&OTorYmv^:Z"'vZ 
0t  every  Mother  Churdh  in   whofe  Parilh  of  every  Mo- 
Churches  or  Chapels  (hall  be  Founded  a-new,  ther  church, 
ail  his  juft  Rights. 

9nQ  becaufe  the  Building  and  donftant  Pre-  ^o'poratipn 
fervation  of  Bridges  tnadei  and  the  Prefer-  S  m^^ 
Vation  of  many  Sluiccsj   Rivers   and  other  uahce  of**" 
Fiades  hereafter  to  be  built^  erected  and  made  Works  to 
to  bring  the  Waters  within  their  Banks  for  the  take  TdOt. 
Advantaga  and  Utility  of  this  Fublic,  would 
require  great  Sunu  of  Money,  We  will  and 
grant  to  the  afoixilaid  Govemoi*,  BailifiTs  and 
ComaK>nalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid  and  their 
Succeflbrs  by  thefe  PrefentSj  that  it  (hall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  them  to  take,  have  and 
k'eceive  to  themfelVjes  and  their  Succeflbrs,  the 
r&fonable  Toll  following.    JFor   all  Horfes  Tolls  fped# 
md  Carts  to  pals  over  the  Bridges  newly  fied. 
iere£):ed,  or  by  the  £iid  Governor^  BaiUfis  ana 
Cbmnionalty  of  the  Society  aforefaid  and  their 
Succeflbrs  to  bt  erefted^  to  wit^  for  every 
loaded  Cart  four  Pence,  if  it  is  not  loaded 
two  Pence,  for  every  Horie  or  Mfare  loaded 
two  Pence,  and  if  they  are  not  loaded  one 
Penny  (  for  twenty  Sheep,  Calves  or  Hogs 
two  Pence,  and  fo  in  Proportion  for  every 
twenty  Oxen  or  Cows  four  Bence,  and  lo 
in  Proportion.     And  for  every  Boat  pafling 
and  navigating  under  fuch  Bridge  as  above- 

G  4  faid, 
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laid,  through  the  Drains  or  Phces  aforcy| 
made  a- new  and  maintained  by   the  afbrdbl'^ 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  ttteSo- ' 
ciety  aforefaid,  not  exceeding  four  Ton,  fat 
Pence,  and  for  every  larger  Boat  eight  ^nct;  j 
for  every   Boat  pafGng  thrtnigh    the  SIqicq  I 
a-new  made   and    maincainea    as    afiareliiid, 
tinder  four  Ton,  four  Pence,   and  for  every  ] 
latger  Boat  eight  Pence,  and  for  every  Peribo 
in  fuch  Boat  pafling  fuch  Sluice  as  afotmid  one 
Halfpenny. 
*^*J>  **      9nD  that  the  Owners  of  all  or  any  of  the 
^md"    Lands  aforefaid  may  be  the  better  known, 
'ithin  chrtt  and  on  any   rcafonable  Caufe  refpeding  the 
loitcht  after  public  Good  of  the  hid  Society,  may  be  faxed 
ic  Date,      and  affefled  to  contribute  to  the  Sapport  of 
the  great  Burthen  and  Expence  thereof,  Wc 
will  that  all  Deeds  and  Evidence  by  whidi  any 
Part  of  the  faid  Land  (hall  by  any  Means  be 
conveyed  and  aOarcd  from  one   to   anwhcr, 
fhall  b^  the  Purchafbrs  or  their  Apenia  be  ia- 
roUed  before  the  Governor,  Bailiflls  and  Soci- 
ety aforefaid,  in  a  Book  for  that  Purpofe  to  fie 
publickly  kept,  within  three  Months  next  af- 
ter the  Date  of  the  faid  Deeds  or  Evidence, 


[  89  ] 

'  9tttl  lD|^Cttd0  it  is  very  plain  and  mani-  No  Owners  of 
fcff  that  fo  arduous  a  Work  cannot  be  per-  ^  Lands  w 
fdrmcid  without  much  Labour  and  Pains,  and  ^^  |q^^"  ^„^ 
chat  it  will  be  but  of  little  avail  unlets  it  be  pre-  of  the  Pre- 
lerved  by  conftant  Attention,  Labour,  Expence  cinas  of  the 
a&d  good  Coundl,  that  therefore  the  Cover- *^*w. 
cor.  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  -Society 
albrefaid,  and  all  the  Occupiers  afbrefaid,  may 
be  more  attentive  thereto  and  aflifting  therein, 
and  m^y  remain  add  continue  happily  and 
peaceably  in  their  own  Houles,  Places  and 
Poffcffions  when  they  retire  thither  after  fuch 
great  Charge  and  Labour  for  Refrefhment  and 
Cbmibrt,  without  any  Fear  of  Difquiet,  Trou- 
ble or  Grievance;  of  our  more  atxindant  fpe- 
cial  Grace  we  have  granted  for  ourfelves,  our 
Heirs  and  Succefibrs,  to  the  Governor,  Bai- 
lifis  and  Commonalty  of  the  Society  afore* 
laid  and  every  of  them  and  their  Siicceflbrs, 
and  we  will  that  none  of  them  be  put  with- 
out the  Liberties  of  the  Precindts  of  the  Fens 
afbreiaid  on  AiBzes,  Juries,  Attaints,^  Recog^ 
Dizanca  or  any  Inquifitions,  although  they 
affeft  us^  our  Heirs  or  Succefibrs  or  any  others, 
and  that  none  of  them  bt  without  the  Fens 
afbreiaid  CoUeftors  of  Tenths,  Fifteenths, 
Takes,  Tallages,  or  any  other  Charges,  Quo* 
tas  or  Impofitions  of  any  Kind,  by  any  Means 
hereafter  to  be  granted  and  given  to  us,  our 
Heirs  or  Succefibrs,  and  that  none  of  them  be 
or  is  Confi:able,  Receiver,  Bailiff,  or  other 
Ofiker  of  us,  our  Heirs  or  Succefibrs,  with- 
out the  aforefaid  Liberties  againfl:  their  Wills.    Thcfe  Letten 

©Ut  Will  moreover  is,  and  by  thcfe  Pre-  ]^XaV°ar^* 
fents  we  grant  to  the  aforefaid  Governor,  Bai-  p^^  ^^^  ^ 

liffs  paid. 
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uxi^pew. 


Uf&ind  Commonalty  of  the  $ocicCy  afiMdaud^  I 
thac  they  may  have  and  fhall  have  thefe  at  i 
Lecten  Patems  under  our  Great  Seal  of  £y-  ! 
load  duly  made  and  feiled,  wichouc  Fine  or  i 
Fee  great  or  Dnall  to  Us  io  our  Haoaper,  or  ' 
ellewhcFei  to  our  XJk  in  any  Manner  to  be  r- 
turned,  paid  or  made, 
accavfe  the       'BSCauft  chere  is  Dot  in  tfaefe  Pfefents  aof 
:>R>iii9  of  Ezprels  mention  made  of  the  true  yearly  Va> 
^  Zl*^'*^  '"*»  °'"  "^  t^c  Certainty  of  the  Fremife  a 

Grants  from  us  or  from  any  of  our  Progeni- 
tors or  Predeceflbrs  to  the  aiorelaid  Goveroori 
Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Society  aitxcr- 
faid,  any  Statute,  A£t,  Ordinance,  FVoviiioii 
or  ]^xx:lamatioa  to  the  contrary  heretofore 
had,  made,  publiflied,  ordained  or  provided, 
or  any  othtt  Thing,  Caufe  or  Muter  what* 
focvcr  ih  any  wife  notwithflanding.  In 
witnels  whereof  we  have  caufcd  thefe  oiir 
Letters  to  be  made  patent,  Witnefs  tnu" 
felves  at  iVeftmii^er  the  thirteenth  Day  of 
h^ch  in  the  tenth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  SeaJ, 
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EXEMPLIFICATION 


OF    THE 


St.  hes  lukVf  of  Sewers, 


Under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Commonweatdi  of 
England^  bearing  TyaS&aWeJim^er the  1 8th 
oi  March  1658:  Which  ikidLawof  Sewers 
was  made  at  St.  Ives  in  the  Coun^  of  Hufi" 
tingdout  the  lath  of  O^ober  in  the  13th  of 
Cbarks  the  Firft,  and  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  1638. 
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the  Commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land^ Scotland  and  Ireland^  and 
the  Dominions  and  Territories 
thereunto  belonging:  To  all  to 
whom  thefe  Prjefents  (hall 
come  greeting.  We  hofoe  view- 
ed certain  Laws,  Ordinainces 
and  Decrees  of  Sewers  made 
and  eftablimed  at  St.  Ives  in 
the  County  of  Huntingdon^ 
the  twelfth  Day  of  OBober  in 
the  thirteenth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  Charles  late  King  of 
'England,,  remaining  of  Record 
in  the  Files  pf  our  Chancery 
in  thefe  Words. 

■      -   4  »  t      .  .  .    .  .  ,  ^ 

i 

9t  a  dSfllOtt  of  hewers  at  Sl  tvd  in  the 
Camiy  of  Huntingdon^  the  twelfth  Day  of 
Odtober  in  the  tbirteentb  Tear  of  the 
Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charles,  by 
the  Grace  of  God^  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  a^d  I|eland  King^  Defender  of  the 

Faith. 
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Fdilbj  &c.  and  from  tbtnee  dJJMrnti  k 
Huncittgdon  m  tbe  Coim/y  sfanfmd,  mi 
there  contimud  until  the  /evm  tmi  Ab» 
tietb  Day  of  Odober  next  foSmmab 
tOttcbinTtbe  Fens,  bw  and  late  fiimtmU 
Grounds  cf  the  p-eat  Levtl  sm  the  Caatk 
of  Northampton,  Lincoln,  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Cambridge,  Hijatir^6h«K/fie 
Jfie  ef  Ely  within  the  Umts  ^  tiit  Cm- 
mi^,  biUen  before  Sir  Rowland  Sunt 
John,  Knight  ef  the  HawitraiU  Order  if 
the  Bath,  Sir  Beauchunp  Saint  JcJin,  ^ 
Robert  Bell,  Sir  Miles  Sandys  >«««r, 
Kn^htit  Thomas  Dereham,  GeotgB  Glap- 
chorn,  Ererafd  BuckWoith,  Huitlber- 
ftone  March,  William  IHIher,  Efjuires, 
«»</ William  Hay  ward,  GMtltta^,  Can* 
miffioners  of  Sewers,  then  end  there  affenh 
bled  kf  Autbority  of  his  Hi^ne/^s  Caw. 
miffiw  of  Sewers  to  them,  md  otteri  di' 
relied,  it  iserderedt  enaStd,  adju^dagi 
decreed  as  foUowetB. 


HEREASata  General  Seffi- 
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CuUs,  Sir  John  Hare^  Sir  John  PoUy^  Sir  -R^- 
%ert  Belly  and  Sir  ^omas  DtrebatHy  Knights, 
iand  others  to  the  Number  of  forty  and  one 
Comtniffioners  of  Sewers  then  and  there  af* 
iembled  for  and  concerning  the  Work  of 
draining  the  great  Level  of  the  Fen$,  low  and 
then  furrounded  Grounds  in  the  Counties  of 
TJortbamptm^  Lincoln^  Uorfolk^  Suffolk^  Cam- 
hridge^  Huntingdon  and  the  Ifle  of  Efy^  they, 
'  the  faid  Commiffioners  and  the  Country  became 
fumble  Suitors  to  the  (aid  Earl  of  Bedford 
^at  his  Lordfhip  would  be  the  Undertaker 
thereof,  unto  which  Motion  his  Lordfhip 
yielded^  and  did  agree  to  undertake  the  faid 
lATork ;  whereupon  by  a  Law  of  Sewers  made 
at  the  faid  Seflions,  it  was  (amongft  other 
things)  theo  ordered  and  decreed  that  the  faid 
Earl  mould  have  ninety- five  thoufand  Acres 
of  the  faid  Grounds,  to  be  indifferently  af- 
jngned  and  fet  out  unto  him  the  faid  Earl,  his 
r&irs  and  AfTigns,  of  the  feveral  Sorts  and 
fCJualjties  of  the  faid  Grounds,  according  to 
iheir  feveral  Natures  and  Goodnels,  by  fix 
Commiflioners,  whereof  three  to  be  of  the 
^orufiiy'  for  his  Lord(hip's  Recompence  in 
performing  the  faid  Work,  and  forty  thoufand 
Acres,  parcel  of  the  (aid  ninety-five  thou(and 
Acres,  to, be  by  the  faid  Commi(rioners  af- 
figned  and  fet  put  to  be  liable  to  the  Main- 
taihiance  and  Continuance  of  the  (kid  Work  of 
Praining  for  ever. 

9ntl  it  was  then  and  there  further  ordered, 
enacted,  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  new 
Kivers,  Curs  and  Drains  to  be  made  by  the 
&id  Earl  and  hb  AflSgtis,  and  the  Banks  there- 
of 
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of  and  the  Forelands  on  the  iofide  of  dt' 
Banks,  not  exceeding  Bfty  or  threefcore  Fob 
at  the  Aioft  in  Breadth,  fliould  belong  and  Ik 
unto  the  faid  Earl,  his  Heirs  and  Afilgns,  g 
refpe£t  he  and  they  are  to  maintain  the  £uk, 
as  by  the  faid  Law  or  A£t  of  Sewers  moreu  i 
lai^appeareth,  unto  the  which  Lav  or  A&ii  I 
Sewers  his  Majefty  hath  been  graciouflj  plolcd  I 
to  give  his  Royal  Aflent.  I 

9nO  whereas  after  the  faid  Work  of  Dtaifr  | 

^^  ^  ^ ing  at  and  by  the  great  Coft,  Charges  and  £i- 

Seffionof  Sew- pences  of  the  faid  Earl  well  and  fufiicientlf  | 

fn  held  at  Ft-  performed,   according  to  the  true  Intent  of 

urbtnDgb,      jhe  faid  Law  or  Aft  of  Sewers    made  at 

iSrnrf    to  King's  i>»  aforcfaid,  another  general  Seffioo 

fit.  iiMi,  from  of  Sewers  was  holden  at  Peterpormgb  in  the 

ihence  u  Wi/-  faid  County  of   Nerthampisn  the   thtriecnUi 

beb.  Day  of  June  in  the  twelfth  Year  of   hb  laid 

Maje(ty*s  Jlelgn,  and  from  thence  adjourned 

to  St.  Ives  in  the  faid  County  of  Httntingim 

the  feven  and  twentieth  Pay  of  the  laid  Month 

of  June.,  and  from  thence  likewife  adjourned 

to  and  continued  at  IViJhkb  in  the  Ifle  of  Elf 

and  Counry  of  Cambridge  ^forefaid   until  the 

eleventh  Day  of   Auguji    then   pext  enfuing, 
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Sewers,  they  the  (aid  Gommilfioners  did  or-  CotrnnHBontiB 
dcr,  decree  and  adjudge  the  great  Level  of  ^^^  ^ 
the  laid  Fens,  low  and  late  furrounded  Grounds  ^[^^^ 
within  the  faid  Counties  of  Noribatfipimij  Lin-  cording  to  the 
<vAi,  NorfoUcy  Suffalk^  Cambridge^  Hkniingdcn  Inttot  of  fym 
and  the  Ille  of  Efy^  drained  according  to  the  ^^* 
Purport  and  Intent  of  the  laid  A6t  and  Law 
of  Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforcfaid,  and 
therefore  it  was  thought  fit  and  {o  ordauied 
and  enaded  at  the  Selfion  hdden  at  Peterh^  ^^   . 
rmgb  afbrelaid,  that  divers  of  the  Commilli-  9^000  Aott 
oners  then  nominated  by  the  Court,  and  fuch  to  be  fee  o«t « 
other  of  the  Commiflioners  as  Ihould  think  fit  Recompeace 
to  be  prdent,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  them,  ^n^Jfj      ^ 
ihould,  with  all  convenient  Speed,  view  the    '^^  * 
Fens  and  late  furrouoded  Grounds  within  the 
(aid  Level,  and  fet  out,  to  the  faid  Earl  of 
^dford  and  his  Heirs^  the  Quantity  of  ninety- 
five  tfaoufand  Acres  of  the  fame,  in  Recom- 
pence  of  and  for  the  Draining  thereof,  with 
lodifierency,  according  to  their  Judgments 
and  Diicretions,  in  fuch  wife  as  by  the  faid 
Law  of  Sewers,  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforefaid, 
is  cna&ed  and  decreed.  And  they  sre^ 

$tQQ   accordingly  at  the  faid  Seifions  of  by  the  ikid 
Sewers,  fo  by  Ac^ourment  ixom  Peterborougb^^^^^^^^^'^ 
to  St.  /w/,  and  from  St.  Itjes  to  fVisbicb^^^^  awdTaf- 
boldeo  and  continued   at  Wisbich  aforefaid^  figned  10  t^i 
before  a  competent  Number  of  the  faid  Com*  faid  Earl,  pur- 
miflioners,  namely,  the  faid  Sir  Rowland  Saint  ^"^^^  ^^  the 
Jobn^  S\T  Bioucbamp  Saint  Jobn,  Sir  ^^^^»^ {iwTwithJH 
Lt  Strange  J  Sir  Robert  Bell^  Sir  Miks  Sandys  Affiiuncc  of 
junior,  and  others  ro  the  Number  of  twelve  sir  CharUt 
of  the  faid  Commiffioners,  having,  during  the  Harbor  J,  Sor- 
Tnic  of  that  Scffion,    pcrfonally  P«ra^bu-^^y°^' Gcej^^ 
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kted  and  viewed  the  ^d  ftnD3^,  low  vi 
Jaie  furrounded  GrouodSf  and  thereby  infbt' 
ined  themfelves  of  the  feveral  Sorts^nd  Qoi- 
litics  of  the  fatd  Grounds  and  of  riieir  Tmnl 
Natures  and  Gooodnefs,  and  of  the  Benefit 
redounding  to  the  feveral  LAndownen  bji 
Means  of  the  Works  oF  Drafning  dene  l^ 
the  faid  Earl  of  Bedferdf  fince  the  Time  n 
his  Undertaking  to  drun  the  fatd  feonyaid 
low  Grounds;  in  whkh  their  PerunbuUcioD 
and  View  as  aforefaid  they,  the  Dud  Commii^ 
lioners,  were  alTifled  by  Sir  Charles  HarM, 
Knight,  his  Majefty's  &irTeyor  General,  irin 
by  his  Majefly's  Lettera  under  his  Royal 
Hand  and  Signet  was  erpccially  recommen- 
ded to  that  Service,  they  the  laid  ComoiilC- 
oners,  in  Purfuance  and  Confirtnaiion  of  the 
faid  Decree  and  Judgment  made  and  given 
at  the  laid  SefTion  of  Sewers  bolden  at  Peterk- 
rough  asaforeraid,did,atthelaidSeflion  holdcn 
by  Adjournment  at  IViibicby  as  afore&Jd,  decree, 
ena6t,  adjudge  and  declare,  that  the  bid  £ul 
of  Bedford  tud,  at  his  Colt  and  Charges  and 
with  the  Expence  of  great  Sums  of  Money, 


t 
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ieveral  and  refpeftive  Lorddiips,  Manors, 
Towns,  Farifhes,  Precin£ts,  Fens,  and  Places 
of  the  (aid  great  Level,  in  fuch  fort  and  man* 
ner  ^  in  and  by  a  Law,  AA  and  Decree  of 
Sewers  made  at  the  faid  Sefllon  of  Sewers  held 
by  Adjournntent  at  fFisbicb  afore&id  doth 
more  at  large  appear.  And  ic  was  farther,  at 
the  iaid  Scflion  holden  by  Adjournment  at 
WisUcb  aforefaid,  ordered,  enabled,  adjudged 
and  decreed,  that  the  (aid  Earl  of  Bedford 
iHould  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  laid  ninety- 
five  thouiand  Acres  of  the  faid  fenny  and 
Ipw  Grounds  to  him  the.  faid  Earl,  his  Heirs 
and  Afligns  for  ever,  freed  and  difcharged  of 
and  from  all  Rights  and  Title  of  Common^. 
Charge,  Demands,  aixd  Incumbrances  what- 
focvcr. 

3n&  ^  was  then  and  there  by  the  faid  Same  to  be 
Commiflipoers  further  ordered,  enafted,  ad-  nicafurcd  on* 
judged  and-  decreed,  that  the  faid  Sir  Charles  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Hdrbgrd^  or  fuch  other  Pcrfon  or  Pcrlbns  as  cbarUs  Hmt^ 
be  the  &id  Sir  Charles  Harbcrd  fhould  there-  hord. 
unto :  appoint,  ihould  furvey  and  meafure  out 
the  (ajd  ninety-five  thouiand  Acres  fo  decreed 
onto  the  (aid  Earl  of  Bedford^  and  fhouid  by 
lock-ipifting,  making  of  fmall  Trenches  or 
Cutts  or  otberwife,  fever  or  fet  out  the  faid 
ninety- five   thoufand  Acres  from   the  fcveral 
and  refpft£live  Lands  and  Commons,  where- 
by  the  fame  might  be  fully  known  and  dif- 
tinguiffaed,  and  whereby  the  faid  Earl  and  his 
Afl5gns  might  be  enabled  by  partition  Dikes 
fo  fever  and  divide  ihe  feveral  Pieces  and  Pro- 
portions of  Grounds  fo  to  be  let  out  from 
the  faid  Lands  and  Commons,  and  to  hold 

H  2  and 
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and  enjoy  the  fame  according '  to  the  trtie 
Meanihg  of  the  faid  A&  made  stfFiihiA 
affliyfiid. 
Altere  neafii'  SflU  it  was  laftly  by  the  fatd  Commiflio- 
cd,  ScbedDlei  iiers  ^eed  and  declared,  that  lb  foon  as  the 
o  be  made  j^yg^^  Proportions  and  Parcels  of  Ground  be- 
^'^  •  fotc  in  the  faid  Aft  mentioned  ftould  be  folly 
nicafured  and  diftinguifhcd  from  the  reft  of 
the  Commons  and  Severals,  by  the  laid  Sir 
Chaflis  Hi&iord  or  fuch  Perfons  as  he  (hould 
nocninatci  that  then  t)erfe£t  Schedules  fliould 
be  thereof  made  by  hiih  or  them  according- 
ly. And  that  thereupon  the  faid  CotnmiQio- 
ners  would  make  fuch  further  A&  or  A£h  as 
fhould  be  meet  for  the  funher  afluring  and 
fettling  thereof,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel 
thereof,  to  and  upoi)  the  ^id  Earl,  his  Heirs 
and  AfTigns,  and  for  the  local  Aflignation 
and  Settling  of  forty  thouland  Acres  thereofj 
to  be  fct  out  by  the  faid  Cottimiffioiiers  ior. 
the  perpetual  Maintainance  of  the  IMd  Works 
of  Draining  in  fuch  wife  as  by  the  laid  A€t  tiS 
Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  afore&id  is  pro- 
vided, ordered  and  agreed,  as  by  the  laid  Aft 
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Kin^s  Lytm  aforefaid»  and  thlt  the  Fetkroncrs 
reeded  much  Prejudice  by  the  Inequality  of 
Allotments  contained  in  the  faid  Law  and  De- 
cree made  at  Wisbich  as  aforeiaid,  the  which 
Complaints  his  Majefty  wis  gracioufly  pleafed 
CO  retcr  to  the  Cbnuderition  of  his  Highne(s's  „  . . 
moft  Honourable  Privy  Council  to  be  heard  J21?by  Pri 
and    determined  according   to  Juftice,    and  vy  Qoaacil. 
thereupon  at  his  Majeftv^  Court  at  Greenwich 
the  ninth  Day  of  Juhf  laft  paft  the  faid  feveral 
Petitions  of  Complaints   being  read  at  the 
Council  Table  (his  Majefty  then  prefent)  and 
confidered  of  and  debated  in  the  Prefence  of 
many  of  the  P^ies  and  of  the  (aid  Sir  Charles 
Harhrdy  his  Majefty  did  deckut^  bis  Royal  yy^^  Deaee 
Pleafure  to  be,  ctut  the  laid  Decrees  whereby  confirmed  ts 
the  faid  Fens  are  adjudged  drained  fliould  by  lo  Dnining. 
no  Ways  be  impeached  as  to  the  Judgment  of 
Draining,  but  that  the  Pedtioifs  and  Com- 
plaints concerning  the    Inequality  of  Allot* 
ments  by  the  Decree  of  ^li^Vit,  eijpecialiy  As  to  Alloe- 
of  the  Church  of  Efy  and  the  Land  of  tht^  ^^ 
Collc^  in  Cambridge^  ftKwld  be  wferred  to  ^,,  "^Jl*^ 
the  C^mmiffioners  who  made  that  Decree  and  made  that  De 
to  his  ^ajefty*s  faid  Surveyor  General,  to  be  cm. 
ordered  and  eftablifhed  by  them  or  fuch  of  them 
as  fiiould  be  prefent  at  the  then  next  Meet- 
ing, as  they  ftiould  think  reafonable.   And  that 
the  Setting-out  and  Allotment  of  the  Drainers 
Parts  fliould  proceed  fpeedilv  and  eftedhially 
without  Interruption  by  the  (aid  Complainants 
or  any  other,  as  by  an  K€t  of  State  bearing 
Date  the  iaid  ninth  Day  of  Jufy  appearech. 
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TiieraidCom-     9t|1l  ^}iZtt&&    tlic   ComtniOiodm  U 

BiifTioners  af- j(jQyppjn,g(j  uq^  aflcmblcd  at  this  prefcrn 
C^r/  //ar'' Seflions  of  Sewers,  having  been  therein  al^ 
hrJtaktpg  fiftcd  by  the  faid  Sir  Charles  Harhord  his  Mi- 
Petiiions  of  jefty's  faid  Surveyor  General,  have,  accordirg 
Complaint  in- tQ  his  Majefly's  gracious  Dirediion  in  the  faid 
m'fiS  fiVwi  ^^  °^  ^'"'^  memioned,  taken  into  their  fe- 
in 'ihc  Allot-  "ous  Confidcrations  as  well  ihe  faid  Petiiions 
menn  which  6f  Complaint  prefented  to  his  Maiefty,  and  by 
the7  reflify,  the  faid  Aft  of  Sratc  referred  uiuo  them  as 
""^ilur*  '"aforcfaid,  as  alfo  divers  o  her  Petitions  of  ihe 
like  Nature  exhibited  unto  them,  the  faid  Com- 
.  milTioners  upon  full  and  tnature  Hearing,  Ex- 
amination and  Debate  of  all  and  fingular  the 
Matters  complained  of  in  and  by  the  faid  Pe- 
titioners, they  the  faid  Commiffioners  have  dif- 
covered  fundry  Errors  and  Inequalities  in  the 
faid  Allotment  or  fetting  forth  of  the  (aid 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  contained  in  the 
faid  A61  and  Decree  made  by  Adjournient  at 
fFisbich  as  aforefaid,  by  Reafon  of  fotiie  Mif- 
lakes  in  a  Survey  before  iliac  Time  made  of 
the  faid  great  Level,  And  therefore  they  the 
faid  Commiffioners,  by  the  fpecia!  Advice  and 
Affiflance   of    the  laid    Sir    Cbsrks    Harhord, 
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tancc  aforefaid,  have  made  and  perfected  and 
do  hereby  decree  and  ordam  a  luft  and  equal 
Allotmenc  of  ninety-fiv^  thouwid  Acres  of 
fenny,  low  and  lax  furrounded  Grounds,  Par- 
cel of  the  faid  grea^  Level,  (o  be  hereby  af- 
iiired  and  decreed  ro  the  faid  Earl  of  Bedford^ 
his  Heirs  and  Afligns  for  ever,  according  to 
the  Tenor  and  true  Jjntenc  of  the  laid  Law  or 
Adt  of  Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  'aforcfaid, 
the  which  faid  Allotniehc  or  letting  forth  of 
the  did  ninety- five  thoufand  Acres  is  particu* 
larly  declared  and  contained  in  twcnty-fix  Sche- 
dules hereunto  annexed. 

JQoUl  the  faid  Codnmiflioners,  having  an  Adjudged  to 
efpecial  Regard  and  CooGderation  of  and  to  ^^^  ^^'l  of 
all  and  finjguTar  the  aforcfaid  Prctniffes,  do  here-  £^f*i2^ 
by  adjudge,  decree  and  declare,  that  the  Earl  thJVens  ac- 
of  Bdford  at  his  own  ^reat  Coft  and  Expence  cording  to  tha 
hath  well  and  fufficiently  drained  all  the.  faid  intern  of  ib^ 
fenny,  Ipw  and  late  furrounded  Grounds  of  ^*"  ^^» 
the  faid  great  Level  lying  in  the  faid  .  feverai 
Counties  of  Nortbafnptony  Lincoln^  N^folk^ 
Suffolk^  Cambridgej  Huntingdon  and  the  Ifle  of 
Efy^  according  to  the  true  Tenor  and  true  In* 
tent  of  the  &\d  A&  or  Law  of  Sewers  made 
at  King^s  Lynn  aforelaid. 

iStnll  the  faid  Commiflioners  do  hereby  fur-  I>ccrcc  toEarl 
thcr  cpaft,  ordain^  adjudge  and  decree  unto®^  Bi4fM 
the  faid  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford^  his  Hc;irs  and  ^^^^eS^ 
Afligns  for  ever,  all  and  fingular  the  Lands  dulesannexed^ 
and  Grounds,  and  all  and  every  the  Parts  and 
Parcels  and  Proportions  of  Lands,  Fens  and 
Grounds  of  what  Natyre  foever  they  or  any 
of  them  be,  with  their  and  every  of  their  Ap- 
purtenances fet  forth,  declared  and  contained 
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in  the  laid  twentf-Cx  Schedules  hereunto  an-  I 
nexed,  amounting  in  the  whole   to  the  lud  I 
full  Proportion  and   Quantity  of  ninety-fim 
thoufand  Acres  of    the  faid  fenny,  low  aod  | 
late  furrounded  Grounds  of  the  fatd  great  X^ 
vel.     And  all  and  every  the  Water-courfes, 
„       Rivers,  Drains,  Wear-dikes,  Forelands  not  ex- 
FordmdsT^    cccding  fixty  Foot  in  Breadth,  Banks,  Sluioi 
lit,  and  Works  of  Draining  within,  or  upon,  the 

faid  great  Level,  or  any  Part  thereof,  by  the 
faid  Earl  or  his  AfTigns  made  and   creeled. 
And  all  and  fingular  the  Fifhings  in  the  faid 
Water-courfes,    Rivers,    Drains,    Wear-dikes 
and  every  of  them,  and  the  Soil,  Ground  and 
Inheritance  of  all  and  every  the  laid  Water- 
courfes,  Rivers,  Drains,  Wear-dikes,  Foreland) 
not  exceeding  ftxty  Foot  in  Breadth,  Banks, 
;  •         Sluices  and  Works  of  Draining  and  every  rf 
Alio  wiik     them.     Together    with    convenient    Wajrs, 
Ww^'orifu  ^**"  ^^^  I'affagcs  made  and  fet   out,  and 
udF«i&Ke>-  frotn  Time  to  Time  to  be  made,  appointed 
ind  fet  out,   to,   and  for   the  faid  Earl    of 
Bedford^    his   Heirs    and    Alligns,    for   his 
Slid    their    more    free,    cafy    and    commo- 
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the  Lands  and  Grounds,  and  all  and  every 
^.the  Parts,  Parcels  and  Proportions  of  Lands,    , 
;:  Fens  and  Gfounds  declared  and  contained  in 
^.Chef^d  twenty* (ix  Schedules  hereunto  annex- 
f  cd,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  ninety-five 
f:  thouiand  Acres  as  afbrelaid,  and  to. all  and 
:  fingular  the  other  forementioned  PiemifTes  be- 
^'  longing  or  appertaining,  according  to  the  Te- 
aor  and  true  Intent  of  the  (aid  Law  or  AA 
of   Sewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforeiaid ; 
To  have   and  to   hold  all  and  fingular  the 
'    £ud  Lands  and  Grounds,  Parts,  Parcels  and 
Prc^rtions  of  Grounds,  Lands  and  Fens,  {et 
fbrth,declared  and  mentioned  in  the  faid  twenty* 
fix  Schedules  hereunto  annexed,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  ninety-five  tboufand  Acres  as 
aforefaid,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel  of  the 
•  lame,  and  all  and  every  the  forementioned 
Water-courfes,  Rivers,   Drains,   Wear-dikes,  Wear-dikes, 
Ftfhing^,  Forelands,  Banks,  Sluices  and  Worics  Fi&Jngs» 
of  Draining,  and  the  Soil  and  Inheritance  of  ^^g^Hci^aad 
them  and  every  of  theni.  Ways  and  Premlflcs  Affigns  for 
wbatfoever,  with  their  and  every  of  their  Ap-  ever,  free 
purtenances,  unto  the  faid  Francis  Earl   of  f'o™  aW  In^ 
Bedford,  his  Heirs  and  Affigns  for  ever,  freed  <^«'at>rancc8. 
and  difcharged  from  all  former  Right,  Ti- 
des, Intercfts,  Conditions,  Commons,  Rents, 
Services,  Charges,    Troubles,    Incumbrances, 
Duties  and  Demands  whatfoever.    Except  one  Save  a  Fee- 
Fee- farm  Rent  of  Ten  Pounds^  which  is  here-  ^a™  Rem  of 
by  referred  and  decreed  to  be  yearly  paid  un-  *^^  c^^' 
to  our  Sovereign  Lx>rd  the  King,  his  Heirs  and  ^^  ^  ^   '^^*' 
Suoceflbrs  for  ever,  at  the  two  Feafts  of  the 
^  Enunciation  of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  and  St. 
MUbael  the  Archangel,  by    even    Portions, 

and 
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and  to  be  ifluing,  out  of  all  and  fingular  the  F 
Lands  and  Grounds  hereby  decreed  and  at 
Cured  unto  the  laid  Earl,  his  Heirs  and  Afl^ 
as  aforefaid. 

Higb-       9nD  for  the  better  Habitation,  Improve. 
'  P*"'"-  ment,  Ufe  and  Benefit  of  the  faid  whole  great 

named  j__gyg|^  j(  [5  further  cnadted,  ordained  and  d^ 
creed  by  the  faid  CommifTioners,  in  further 
Purfuance  of  the  faid  Aft  or  Law  of  Sewers, 
made  at  King's  Lynn  aforefaid,  that  conveni- 
ent fummer  Ways  and  Palfages  ihail  be  made 
in,  upon,  and  throughout  the  faid  great  Le- 
vel in  Manner  and  Form  following,  thac  is  to 
lay,  one  Way  from  Bedford  River  near  H^tl- 
ncy  to  Wijlmore  Caufway,  near  JJltleport ;  one 
other  Way  leading  from  Upwood  Hards,  called 
Bottom  Hill,  unto  Whittlefy ;  and  one  other 
Way  leading  from  Peake  Kirke  Meadow  unto 
Guy  Hum;  and  one  other  Way  leading  from 
the  Hard  L^nds  of  Chatcrejfe,  called  ff^ati^ 
Hill,  to  the  Way  in  Sutton  Grounds,  leading 
to  Sutton  Gait,  every  of  the  fwd  Ways  to  con- 
tain tlireefcorc  Foot  in  Breadth  between  their 
fevcral  Drains  or  Wear-dikes  i  and  in  Re- 
fpc6t   [he  fiid  W.ivs    are   to  be    made  and 
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the  Travelling  and  Bafiage  in^  upon  and 
^throughout  the  faid  Ways  hereby  enaded  and 
decreed  to  be  made  as  aforefaid,  as  alfo  for 
the  PafTing  to  and  from  any  of  ibe  Lands  of 
tjfic  faid  great  Level  near  adjpioinjg  unto  the 
faid  Bridges,  thaci;  to  fay,  one  Bridge  over 
the  new  River,  called  Bedford  River,  at  Sulton 
Gaul 1 1  one  other  Bridge  over  the  faid  new 
River»,at  Mepbal  Town;  one  other  Bridge 
over  the  faid  new  River,' nearOxtc^/Z^te;  Lode ; 
and  one  other  Bridge  over  the  faid  hew  Ri- 
ver, at  ff^ellney  Town ;  and  that  the  faid 
Bridges  (hall  be  the  Inheritance  of  him  the 
(aid  Ear!,  his  Heirs  and  AfGgns  for  ever. 

9nll  it  is  hereby  further  enadked,  ordained  A  Particular 
and  decreed  by  the  faid  Commiffioners,  that  o<"  the  40060 
the  fcvcral  Lands  and  Proportions  of  Ground  f'^'^U'^iT'^ 

,  r  •11  '^  •        f  .for  toe  Mftta* 

hereafter  parucuiarly  mentioned,  amountingt^na^^^f^ 
to  forty  thduiand  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  faid  Works. 
ninety -five  thouiand  Acres  of  fenny  and  late 
furrounded  <^ounds,  declared  and  contained 
tn  the  faid  t|iyaiity -fix  Schedules  hereunto  an- 
nexed, and  hereby  decreed  and  aflbrcd  to 
the  faid  Earl,  his  Heirs  and  Afl^ns,  as  afore- 
faid,  (hall  for  ever  hereafter  ftand,  be  and  con- 
tinue liable  and  *  chained  to  and  with  the 
Maintenance  ^  aqfd  Prefervarion  of  all  and  fin- 
guiar  the  aforementioned  Ways  and  Bridges, 
hereby  declared  to  ^  niade  as  aforelaid,^  and 
of  all  and  lingular  other  Works  ereded  and 
made,  or  by  the  faid  Commifllpners  appointed 
to  be  ereded  and  made  by  the.  faid  Earl  of 
Bedford,  or  his  AQigns,  f(»r  draining  and  im-  . 
proving  of  iheiaid^eat  Level  according  to  the 
true  lotqnt  and  Meaning  of  the  faid,  Adt  or 

Law 
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Law  oF  Sewers,  made  u  King^  Zjytm  afo^^  \ 

faid.    That  is  to  fay,  the  Part  decreed  unto 

kitoTHiHthe  Ciid  Earl  out  of  ReecPs  Fen,  in  Hekof, 

'         three  hundred'  and  fixty  Acres;  in  Sir  /iem 

jHtitny^A.ff^llewHe's  fcveralFen  in  Soutbery^oa  thewdt 

Side  of  the  River  Ouze^  feventy-fix  Acrts; 

^itrhmm,      thc  Propofiions  dcCfced  out  of  the  common 

'*"'"*  fi"!    ^""         fVeerbamy    fyretton  and   Stokty   6« 

S3»    •  hundred  and  thirty-fix  Acres;   and    out  the 

hrvnU  419  common  Fens  of  Norwold  four  hundred  and 

I.  twenty-nine  Acrcsj   the  Pioporrion   decreed 

fjiiuWjs?  out  of  the  feveral  Fens  in  Metbwold   three 

u  hundred  fifty  and  feven  Acres ;   and  out  of 

'tliwiil-jn    the  feveral  Fens  of  Felirvell  fcven  hundred  fifty 

'■  and  one  Acres-,  out  of  the  feveral   in    Heck' 

[    ™"      "wo^,  called  Pooling's,   one    hundred  Acres; 

fpviil!  Sbi-   ^^^  Proportion  decreed  out  of  thc  common 

i/w  joa  A.   Fen  of  Upwell,  called  5im»j,  two  hundred 

la!t  Ftm,     Acres;  and  X)Ut  of  Hale  Fen,  and  the  Com- 

"L^ntT" '"°"  ^'"^  '"  ^^'^^^  ^^^  hundred  and  ninety 
Itll  too  A.  Acres;  and  out  of  thc  Fen  Grounds,  called 
.andanirt  Fen  Londoners  Fens,  eight  hundred  Acres  •,  alt 
00  A.  the  Which  forcmemioned  Parcels  of  Ground 
are  within  tlie  County  of  Ntrfelk.  Thc 
Proportion  of  Ground  decreed  in  the  feveral 
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Pen,  and  /bur  Acres  in  thie  06;^1e,  adjoining  alfo 
upon  great  Sedge  Fen.  The  wtlote  PiDportion  ^ 

dtated  out  of  the  intercomnfsMi'Ffend  of  Bot^  B^ttyham. 
Jbm^  HtHrningfyi  %i  and  Dittofty  being  four  ^^^^^fy. 
Jiundred  AdTW  in  the  faid  Cotincy  of  Cam- ^^'^  ^''"^^ 
ifiV^^}' the -whole  Proportion  decreed  out  of  *^^    ' 
the  Cbmmon    and  •  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of 
Downbam  in  '•  the  (aid  Ifle  of  Mly^  (hree  hiin-  D^fwnbam 
dr6d  and  ninetv  Acres  5  the  wbote  Prop^^-tion  39o  A. 
deaeed  our  6t  AftnvtU  Moor,  rtcar  Caveney^  4fi^til 
hi  the  faid  Ifle  6(f  £^,  four  hundred  twenty- ^^^M^S  A. 

three  Acres!  1  the  whole  Proportion  decreed 
out  of  the  cotninon  Damtnes  and  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  JMSnirr,  in  the  laid  Ifle  of  Ely^Muneyi^oh. 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  s  the  whole  Pro- 
portion decri^  out  of  the  common  Fen, 
called^^yaii^v 'n«ap  iS^^^  in  the  faid/y/swr  152 

Ifle  of  £/)^,  one  hundred  fifty- two  Acres ;  the  A. 
the  whot^  Prbpdrtfon  decreed'  out  of  Crunty  Grmny  Fen 
Fen,  in  the-Wdlflev  four  hundred  twenty- 4*6  A. 
fix  Acres;  th# 'Whole  Proportion  decreed  out 
of  the  common  Fen 'Grounds^  of  Cittff/ri^i?,  in  ChanrejTf 
ihc  «iid  Me  of  £fy,  three  thOflland  eight  hun-  ^^^^  ^' 
dred  twenty ^fixAcfes;  the  whole  Proportion  ^ 

decreed  out  'of  the'  feveral  and  common  Fen 
Grotmds  of  Doidi^on^  March^   Wtmbling"  DoMfigtm, 
ion  and  i?^fm;/V*,'  twelve  thoufand  fcven  hun-^^^*'  ^'•" 
dred  and  fbrty-nine  Acres;  the  whole  Pro- J^^^^^J' 
portion  deisA-eed  (Xit  of  the  common  and  fe-  a. 
veral  Fen  Gtmunds  of  Elmy  in  the  faid  Vie  E/m  i^o  A. 
of  Efy^  two  ^hundred  and  fifty  Acres;   the 
whole  Proportion  decreed  out  of  the  com-  Eufymn 
mon  Fen  Grounds,  called  Eufytmn^  in   the  toco  A. 
(aid  Ifle  of  £^,  two  thouiand  Acres ;  a  Par* 
€cl.  of  the  Proportion  decreed  out  of  the  fe- 

vcral 
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ritiGnmni  vcral  Fen  Grounds  of  ^iomas  ^yril.  Gentle* : 
i  ^'  man,  lying  near  Priefts  Houies,    id  the  fiid 

Iflc  of  Efy,  twenty-four  Acres,  at  the  weft 
End  of  thelkme  Groundt  the  whole  Propor- 
tion decreed  out  of  the  High  Feo  and  North 
mtrfiMM      Fen  'mSomerJbem,  in  the  County  of  Hunti^-  ; 
S33  A.        j^,^  Q[je  thoufand   five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  Acres ;  the  whole  Proportion   decreed 
^«r%tt868  out  of  the  common  Fen  Grounds  of  ff^arhfj, 
m  the  faid  County  of  HunttngdeHf.  one  thou- 
land  eight  hundred  fixty-eight    Acrci  i   tbc 
whole  Proportion  decreed  out  of  the  com- 
^i/lfvi  386  mon  Fen  Grounds,  called  IVifiew  Fen,  three 
^-  hundred  eighty-fix  Acres;  the  whole  Propor- 

tion decreed  out  of  the  cooamon  Fen  Grounds 
\amfy  4564  of  Ramfiyt  in  the  laid  County  of  Hmtingdati 
'*  four  (houiand  five  hundred  fiz<y-foiir  Acres  j 

the  whole  Proportion  decreed  out  of  the  fe- 
'rvHvtlN  veral  Fen  Grounds  of  Sir  Olwer  Cremweil, 
ewnh  in  Knight,  in  the  Grounds  called  ^Ww*,  ^h- 
■"•/o  177  holts,  Pingie^aadlf^igginMoot^iniRamfeyafoK- 
laid,  one  hundred  fercnty-feyen  Acres ;  the 
whole  Proportion  decreed  out  of  the  feveral 
-Mni^iM  381  Fen  Grounds  of  Cuniagtoji,  in  the  £iid  Coun- 
of   Hufitiagdoii,  two   hundred    eighty 


C"0 

tht  whole  Proportion  decreed  out  of  common 
Fen   Ground    of   WoodwaUon^    in  the    faid  WoodwabM 
County  of  Huntingdm^  nine  hundred  thirty- 937  A, 
Jcven  Acres;  a  Pwce!  of  the  Proportion  de- 
creed out  of  the  common  Fen  Grounds  of 
Holm^    in  the  faid  County  of   Huntingdon ^^^^'"^  ^7  ^^ 
twenty-fcven  Acres,  adjoining  upon  the  faid 
Fen   Grounds  of  tVaiton\   a  Parcel  of  the  .    . 
Proportion  decreed   out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  Tborney^  in  the  faid  Ille  of  Efyj  one  ^^''^V  i  Wd 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  Acres,  ly-  ^' 
ing  on  the  Baft  Part  of  Knar  Fen  adjoining  to 
the  Wride;  a  Parcel  of  the  Proportion  de- 
creed out  of  the  common  Fen  on  the  South 
Side  of  Bedford  River,  called  Wejimoor^    in  Wefimor 
the  faid  IQc  of  Ely,  the  faid  Parcel  contain- ^!^'^  J?* 
ing  four  hundred  eighty-two  Acres,  and  lying  y^^f^  ^^ " 
on  the  South-eaft  Side  of  one  thoufand  Acres, 
Part  of  the  faid  Proportion,  adjoining  to  Ox- 
willow  Load  \  a  Parcel  of  the  (aid  Proportion 
decreed  out  of  the  faid  common  Fen,  called 
Weftmoor^  on  the  North  Side  of  the  faid  Bedford  ^eftmoor,  on 
River,  the  faid  Parcel  containing  four  hundred  ^^i^/^^^°^ 
eighty-two  Acres,  and  lying  on  the  North-  ye',  482. 
weft  Side  of  one  thoufand  Acres,  Part  of  the 
laid  Propordon,  lying  next  unto  IVelney  ;  and 
a  Parcel  of  the  Proportion  decreed  out  of  the 
common  Fen,  called  ify^// Fen,  on  the  North  jf^^/ZFco  484 
Side  of  the  faid  Bedford  River,  the  faid  Par-  A, 
eel  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty-two 
Acres,  and  lying  on  the  North- weft  Side  of 
one  thoufand  Acres,  Part  of  the  faid  Propor- 
tion, next  towards  Maney. 

aim 


[    .12    ] 

'artkioa  ^tlB  it  is  further  enaAed,  ordained  and 

'S**  "w^  decreed,  that  alt  Partition  Dikes  and  Fences,  | 

ngwthc^  which  Ihali  be  thought  neccflary  to  be  nude  » 

CM  of  the  'to  carry  away  the  Rain   Water  towards  the  ^ 

ijmi  Law.     main  Drains,  Ihall  be  made  according  to  the 

Purport,  true  Intent  and  Meaning  oi  the  bid 

AA  or  Law  of  Sewers  made  at  King's  JJ/m 

aforefaid. 

Strt  of  SmI-     gtiQ    it   is    hereby  further  ciufted,  or- 

W  to  btve  dained,  decreed  and  declared,  that   the  laid 

JX'Sw    Earl  of  Bedford,  or  his  Affigns.  (haU,  from 

Wotla.i^e.  Time  to  Time  and  at  all  Times   hereafter, 

iccording  to  have  free  Liberty  and  Authority,  accordii^ 

^y'"  ^Z*'     to  the  Power  formerly  ^vcn  unto  him  by  the 

JJ^y^pf  faid  Law  made  at  King's  Lym  aforefaid,  to 

Bx  or  more  of  make  any  fucb  new  Works,  and  to  cut  Grtxiod 

Jie  Commir-  and  caft  up  Earth  for  making  fuch  new  Banks, 

^°^'f^^  and  Drains,  as  by  fix  or  more  of  the  laid  Coin- 

p     '^     "    miflioncrs  of  Sewers,  whereof  three  to  be  of 

the  ^erum,  Ihall  be  adjudged  and  decreed  as 

fit  and   necelTary  to  be  made   atid  creifUd 

for  the  further  Advancement  of  this  great 

Work  of  Draining. 

Waien,  Pits,      gnU  it  is  further  hereby  ena6tcd,ordcrcd,or- 

Sel7  -^^La.  *^*'"^^'  ^^""'^  ^"^  declared,  that  the  faid  Earl 


(  113  ) 

« 
• 

We,  accbrding  to  Aft,  and  the  true  Intent  and 
Meaning,  of  the  faid  Adt  or  Law  made  at 
King's  Lynn  aforefaid,  although  the  fame  be 
ho  Parcel  of  the  faid  Quantity  of  ninety- five 
Thoufand  Acres,  hereby  decreed  and  afllired  to 
the  faid  Earl,  his  Heirs  and  Afligns,  as  aforefaid. 

]P;Ot)ftieQ  always,    and   it  is  hereby  ad- Antient  Rivers 
judged,  enaftcd  and  declared,  that  theanticntand  Drains  to 
•Rivers  and  Drains  (hall  be  and  femain  to  the  ff«^ain  to  the 
right  Owners  thereof,  as  formerly  they  did  or  "^*^'  Owners, 
hereafter  (hould  of  Right  belong,  according 
to  the  Tenor  and  true  Meaning  of  the  faid 
Aft  or  Law,  made  at  King's  Lynn  aforefaid; 
any  Thing  in  this  prefcnt  Aft  or  Law  of  Sew- 
ers to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

31111  it  is  laftly  hereby  concluded  and  fully  Commifnoncrs 
agreed  by  the  faid  Commiflioners,  that  rhey,  ^"^  ^^^^  of 
together    with    the    faid    Earl    of    Bedford,^{'^^'[^'^^^^ 
Ihall  become  humble  Suitors  to  the  King's  ^fng^for  a 
moft  ejpcellent  Majefty,  that  his  Majefty  will  Ratification  of 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confirm,  approve  and  i^is  Decree, 
ratify  this  prefent  Aft  and  Decree,  and,  by 
his  Royal  Hand  figning  the  fame,  to  declare 
his'  Royal  Approbation  thereof  and  AflTent 
thereunto  5  and  that  his  Majefty  will  be  fur- 
ther gracioufly  pleafed  to  recommend  the  ilime 
to   the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal,  and  the  Chancellor  of  his 
Highncfs's  Dutchy  of  Lancqfter,  that  it  may 
in  due  Form  of  Law  be  confirmed  and  rati- 
fied,   both   by    Decree    of  the   Honourable  and  that  he 
Court  of  Chancery  and  of  the  Court  belong-  would  get  it 
ing  to  the  faid  Dutchy,  and  that  his  Majefty  [^j^^^'^^^jf^^  ^^^ 
will  vouch&fe  to  recommend  the  fume  10  ihc  ^J^ancerV^nd 

I  Right  the    Dutchjp 

Court, 
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d  alio  order- Right  Honourable  Lords  and  others  d    _ 

■  "  I^""  Majefty's  moft  Honourable  Privy  Council,  due  _ 

■ivyCooiKil'  "  '""X  ^f  ^**^'"  ^  ordered,    as    Matter  of  | 

'  State,  not  to  be  altered  or  impeached,  having  ' 

received  the  Approbation  of  that  HonouraUe 

^  f-Qf ),],     Board.     And  that  whenfoever  a   ParliamcK 

oyal  Aflent  Ihall  be  called,  and  a  Bill  being  then  preferred 

lerctowheo  to  the  two  Houfes    of  that  High  Court  of 

*'**'L"  '    Pa'■l»am="^  ^"^  the  fame  be  then  palTed  as  i 

rifcd  boSi     ^'''  '*''"  ^''  M^jcfty  would   be  graciouIlT 

[oulaarPsr-pleared,  for  the  full  and  final  ConfirimtioQ 

amni.        thereof,  (q  give  his  Royal  AiTent  tbercuDto. 

3In  UtftneliS  whereof   the  CommifEoncn 

firfl  above-named  to  two  Farts  of  thefe  Pre- 

fenis  indented,  the  one   Part  to  be  prefented 

to  his  Majefty  as  aforefaid,    and    the  other 

fart  to  remain  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Sewers, 

according  to  the  Law  in  that  Cafe  provided, 

have  fet  their  Hands  and  Seals  the  laid  twenty- 

fevcnth  Day  of  O^ekr^  the  Year  Brft  above 

written. 

(KHg  have  alfo  viewed  certain  Schedules  or 
Particulars  of  Lands  lo  the  faid  Laws,  Ordi- 
nances and  Decrees  annexed,  under  the  Seals 
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^^ 


A  SCHEDULE   and  Parti- 
cular of  fuch  Lands  and  Pro- 

4  f 

|)ortions  of  Grounds  lying 
within  the  Fens,  called  the 
great  Level  of  Fens  or  fur- 
rounded  GroundS)  within  the 
Counties  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
Cambridge,  Huntingdon,  Nor- 
thampton, Lincoln  and  the  Ifle  of 
Ely,  as  by  this  prefent  Law  or 
Ad  of  Sewers  are  fet  out,  de- 
creed and  aflured  unto  the  Right 
Honourable  Francis  Earl  of 
Bedford,  his  Heirs  and  Af- 
figns,  to  be  holden  and  enjoy- 
ed by  him  and  them  for  ever, 
according  to  the  Tenor  of  this 
faidAd. 

COM,    NORF. 


OU  T  of  the  common  Fen"l 
Grounds  of  or  belonging 
ing  to  Denver  in  the  faid  County 
of  Norfolk  J  lying  on  the  Weft 
Side  of  the  River  Oufej    three 
I  2  Hundred 


©cntjen 


^clgar. 
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Hundred  and  Fourfcoure  Acres, 
(that  is  to  fay)  one  Hundred 
twenty-four  Acres  out  of  that 
Part  of  the  Fen  near  Salter^ 
Lode^i  abutting  Eaftward  upon  the 
faid  River,  and  Northward  upon 
the  River  called  Bedford  River, 
And  the  Refidue,  being  two 
hundred  fifty-fix  Acres,  out  of 
that  Part  of  Xht  Fen  that  lieth 
next  Salters  Lode  upon  the  North 
Side  of  the  faid  new  River,  abut- 
ting upon  the  faid  new  River, 
and  Well  Greek. 

£PUt  of  a  feveral  Fen  Ground -j 
in  Denver  aforefaid,  abutting! 
Weft  ward  upon  the  Grounds  of  r 
Well^  four  Acres  at  the  South! 
End  thereof  next  Dtn^^Yexi. 

flDUt  of  the  common  Fens  of^ 
or  belonging  to  tielgay^  in  the  faid 
County  of  Norfolk^  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  Acres,  (that  is  to 
fay)  one  intire  Fen,  lying  between 
Sir  Henry  JVilloughbie^^  Drain 
and  Southery  Common^  contain- 
ing nine  hundred  eighty -two 
Acres,  and  the  Refidue,  being 
three  hundred  and  eighteen 
Acres,  out  of  that  Part  of  the 
faid  Fen  abutting  Northward  up- 
on the  imbanked  Grounds  of 
Edmund  Skipwith  Elquire,  and 
adjoining  to  the  faid  River  Oufe. 


>  380  6 
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fiDUt  of  the  fevcral  Fchi 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Sir 
Henry  Willoughby^  Knight,  called 
jK/ead*s  Fen,  three  hundred  and 
fixty  Acres,  at  the  North  End  of 
the  faid  Grounds,  abutting  upon 
Maid  Lode. 

flDttt  of  the  common  Fen" 
Grounds  of.  or  belonging  to 
Scmthery^  in  the  faid  Q)unty  of 
NorfoUc^  eight  hundred  Acres 
out  of  the  common  Fen  called 
jidymore^  abutting  upon  Helgay 
common  Fen,  and  the  River  0«/?. 

flDttt  of  the  feveral  FenS 
Grounds  in  Southery  aforefaid,  of 
or  belonging  to  Sir  Henry  WiU 
loughby  aforcfaid,  lying  on  the 
Eaft  Side  of  the  River  Oufe^  fe-  , 
venty  and  fix  Acres  ^t  the  South 
End  thereof,  near  to  Modney 
Houfe. 

fl)Ut  of  one  othtr  fevcral  Fen 
Ground  in  if^i&^  afbrefaid,  of 
w  belonging  to  the  faid  Sir  Henry 
Wtlhughby^  Knight,  lying  on  the  ^  76  o  o 
Weft  Sfde  of  the  River  Oufe,  fe- 
venty-fix  Acres  at  the  Weft  End 
of  the  fame  Grounds. 

€)Ut  of  one  other  feveral  FenT 
Ground,  lying  in  Soutbery  or  HeU 
gay^   or   one   of  them,    of    or . 
belonging  to |7i6^Wtf/(?A^^w,  Efq; 
twenty  Acrei  at  the  Weftcrn  End 
thereof,  near  Priefts  Houfes. 

1 3  €>ttt 


&cttfl)erp, 
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io^^am.        ^at  of  the  common   Fen 

Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Rox- 

bam,  in  the  faid  County  of  Nor- 

foii^    ninety-four  Acres  at  the 

South-eatl  Part  of  the  fame  Fen, 

abutting  upon  DerehamCoai  Fen, 

and  the  River  fViffey. 

Dmtiaiti'       £PUt  of  the  common   Fen  ' 

Grounds   of    or    belonging   to 

Dereham,  in  the  laid  County  of 

Nor/oUe,   two    hundred    Aaes, 

(that  is  to  fay)  ninety-five  Acres 

out  of  the  Fen  calkd  Dereham 

Coat  Fen,  abutting  upon  Rexham 

Fen  and  the  River  ^j^,  and  the 

Refidue,  being  one  hundred  and 

five  Acres,  out  of  the  common 

Fen,  at  the  Parts  thereof  abutr 

ting  upon  the  faid  Riv»  ^P^fy 

and  fVerebam. 

tSIcrcliatn,      flDut  Of  the  common  Fens 

SSEtretton,    of     or    'belonging    to     Were- 

atlD  &tobC.  ham,  Wnitcyi  and  Sioke,  in  the 

faid    Coiiniy    of    Norfolk^      five 

hundred  thirty  and   fix 
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North  Side  of  the  River  Wiffey^ 
containing  twenty-nine  Acres, 
and  the  Kefidue,  being  four  hun- 
dred Acres^  out  of  the  common  i 
Fens  lying  on  the  South  Side  of  >► 
the  faid  River,  abutting  upon  the 
feid  River,  and  lying  between 
Howbill  and  Wittington  Caufey, 
and  between  the  faid  River  and 
the  hard  Lands  of  Norwold. 

j3DUt  of  the  common  Fens  oP 
or  belonging  to  Metbwold  in  the 
faid  County  of  Norfolk^  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  forty  and  eight 
Acres,  out  of  the  Fens  called 
Southmre  and  ^winne  Lodes^ 
abutting  North-weftward,  upon 
Part  of  the  faid  Common  called 
Southmore^  wherein  Southery  doth 
intercommoji  North-eaftwardup- 
pn  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of 
Sir  Edmund  Munford^  Knight, 
and  Southward  upon  the  com- 
mon Fen  of  Feltweh  called 
North  Fen. 

€)Ut    of    the    feveral    Fen 
Grounds  of  Metbwold  aforefaid,  f 
three  hundred  fifty-fevcn  Acres  > 
at  the  Weft  End  of  two  of  the  \ 
faid  Sevifr^ls  next  Southery. 

SDUt  of  the  common  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Felt- 
wel^  in  the  faid  County  of  Nor- 
folky  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
ninety-feven  Acres,  (that  is   to 

l4  %) 
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fay)  eight  hundred  and  forty 
Acres  out  of  ihe  Fen  called 
North  Fen,  at  the  North-eaft 
Part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
common  Fen  oi Metbwdd,  called 
Sautbmort.  Out  of  the  Fen  called 
the  Mows  Fen,  eighty  Acres 
at  the  Weft  Part  of  the  fame  Fen 
next  Brandon  River  ;  and  the 
Hefidue,  being  feven  hundred  fe- 
vcnty  and  feven  Acres,  out  of  the 
Fen  called  the  South  Fen,  at  the 
South-weft  Part  thereof  abutting 
upon  the  faid  Mowc  Fen,  and 
the  feveral  Fen  Groynd  belonging 
to  Sir  Thomas  IV^odhofife. 

fiDut  of  the  feverat  Fen' 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Fell- 
wf/aforefaid,  feven  hundred  fifty 
and  one  Acres,  (that  is  to  fay) 
CUE  of  [he  feverat  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  Sir  ithcmas  IVeod- 
hmfi.  Knight,  abutting  upon 
FcUivel  Souih    Fen,   and  a  Sc- 
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from  North  to  South.     Out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  belong- 
ing to  Cbriji^s  College,  abutting 
upon  the  faid  feveral  Fen  Ground 
of  Sir  Edmund  Muniford  afore- 
laid,    one   hundred    twenty-fix 
Acres  out  of  the  middle  Part  of 
the  faid  Ground  from  North  to 
South.     Out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  late   of    Robert  Wact^ 
Gent,  abutting  upon  the  faid  fe- 
veral Ground  of  ChriJ^s  College 
and  the  River  of  Brandon^  one 
hundred  feventy-two  Acres  out 
of  the  Middle  of  the  (aid  Ground 
from  North  to  South.     Out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  lyirig  be- 
tween the  Fen  Grounds  of  Chrift's 
College  aforefaid  and  the  River 
of  Brandon^  fourteen  Acres  abut- 
ting Northward  upon  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  Thotnas  Gibbon^ 
Efq .     Out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  72i^ 
Tnas  Tyrel,  Gent,  lying  between 
the  aforefaid  Fen  Grounds  of  Sir 
Edmund  Mundford,  Knight,  and 
the  River  of  Brandon,  thirteen 
Acres  and  twenty  Perches  at  the 
South-caft    End    of    the    fame 
Ground.  Out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  lying  between  the  feVe- 
ral  Fen  of  Sir  Thomas  Woodhouje 
aforefaid  and  the  River  of  Bran- 
dorty  ten  Acres  and  three  Roods 

at 
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at  the  South  Part  thereof.  Out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  late 
of  RokrS  IVaciy  Genr.  abutting 
upon  the  hard  Lands  of  Feltwel 
aforefeid,  fix  Acres  and  Ten 
Perches  ai  the  North- weft  end  >  751  o 
of  the  fame  Ground. '  Out  of '[ 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  lying  be- 
tween FeUwel  Mowe  Fen  and  the 
River  of  Brandon^  fix  Acres  and 
ten  Perches  at  the  North-weft 
End  thereof. 

£DUt  of  the  commoo  Fen^ 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Hockwold  and  fVilton^  in  the  laid 
County  of  Norfolky  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Aaes  out  of  the 
common  Fen  adjoining  to  the 
common  Fens  and  the.  hard 
Lands  of  Feliwel^  and  abutting 
upon  the  faid  hard  Lands  of 
FetfweL 

£)Ut  of  the  feveral  FenT 
Grounds  of  fj^illiam  Heveningham^ 
Efq ;  two  hundred  Acres  (that  is 
to  fay)  out  qf  the  feveral  Ground 
called  PooUngSy  one  hundred 
Acres  at  the  North  Side  thereof, 
abutting  upon  FeltwelMowc  Fen 
and  the  River  of  Brandon^  and 
out  of  one  other  feveral  Ground 
lying  on  the  South-weft  Side  of 
the  faid  River  of  Brandon^  one 
hundred  Aqres  abutting  upon  the 
Fen  caHed  Ridewre  Grounds  and 
the  fiid  Rifcr.of  Brandon.         J 

fl)Ut 
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fl)Ut  of  the  feveral  Fen^ 
Ground  of  Qjber^  PraUy  Gchi,  I 
lying  next  the  Fen  called  Sea> 
Fen,  ten  Acres  at  the  North  \ 
]£nd  of  the  fame  Ground. 


10  o  o 


COM.    SUFF. 


OU  T  of  the  common  FcnT 
Grounds  of  or  belonging 
unto  Brandon^  in  the  County  of 
Suffolky  three  hundred  and  fifty 
Acres,  (that  is  to  iay)  one  intire 
Fen  abuttirig  upon  the  Eaft  Part 
of  the  common  Fen  of  Lacking-  \^  om  o  o 
beatb  called  Siallard^  one  hundred  |    ^ 
and  ninety  Acres ;  and  the  Refi- 
due,  being  one  hundred  and  (ixty 
Acres,  oui  of  a  common  Fen  abutt- 
ing upon  the  (aid  intire  Fen,  at 
the  Weft  End  of  the  faid  com- 
mon Fen. 

SDUt  of  the  common  Fen' 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Lack- 
ingbeaib,  in  the  faid  County  of 
Suffolk^  one  thoufand  and  eight 
hundred  Acres,  (that  is  to  fay) 
the  Moiety  or  one  half  of  the 
common  Fen  called  Uttk-fhell^ 
or  Eaft'tnorej  being  ninety-two 
Acres  at  the  Eaftern  Par(  there- 
of, next  the  common  Fen  called 

Arcb- 
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Arcbingjial.  The  faid  incire  com- 
mon Fen  called  Archingfial  coti- 
taining  one  hundred  feventy-four 
Acres.  One  intire  common  Fen 
abutting  upon  the  River  of  Bram~ 
dm.  Audry  Lodcy  and  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  oiff^am  Hevening- 
foffiiETqi  containing  forty-fcvcn 
Aacs.  One  intire  common  Pen 
lying  on  the  North  Side  of  Bran- 
eon  River,  between  the  common 
Fen  of  Hockojold  and  ff^iltattf 
called  Sea  Fen,  and  thefeveral  Fen 
of  William  Hevmngbam  aforc- 
(aid,  containing  Bfty-eighc  Acres 
and  a  Half.  The  intire  common 
Fen  called  Tottm-mere,  containing 
five  hundred  feventyrninQ  Acres } 
and  the  Refidue,  being  eight 
hundred  forty-nine  Acres  and  a 
half,  out  of  the  great  common 
Fen  abutting  upon  Plant  Lode 
and  the  faid  Fen  called  Town- 
more,   at  the  Norih-weft  Fart 
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^vlltte  Acres  imd  two  Rdbdt  «t 
the  Weft  End  of  the  ftmeGrooQiL 
Out  of  the  fererid  Fen  Ground 
flow  or  late  di  WitUam  Stiward, 
Gent.  lying  at  the  Weft  End  dF 
tlie  common  Fen  called  Stallardf 
three  Acres  and  one  Rood  at  ^ 
Weft  End  of  the  lame  Ground* 
Out  of  one  other  ieyenl  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  the  faid 
tyilliam  Steward^  lying  on  ^t 
North  Side  <&  BrMdtm  Rirar,| 
fix  Acre9  and  one  Rood  at  the 
North  Weft  End  of  Ae  iame 
Ground.  Out  of  tl^  fevmd  Fen 
Ground  abutting  upon  the  iaid 
common  Fen  alOm'StaUari  and 
the  High  Lode,  four  Acresr  at 
the  North  End[  of  the  fame 
Ground.  Out  of  a  'triai^ar  (e- 
veral  Fen  Ground*  abutting  upon 
the  faid  common  Fca  called  Stal- 
lard  and  the  ISgh  JLode,  one 
Acre  three  Roods  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  South  End  of  the 
fame  Ground.  Out  of  the  feve- 
ral  Fen  Ground  lying  between 

0  Winter  Lx>de  and  Grofi  Water* 
at  the  Meeting  of  the  lame 
Lodes*  one  Acre  three  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  North- 
weft  End  thereof*  Out  of  a  fe- 
veral  Fen  Ground  lying  near 
Willow  Lode,  incompafled  on  all 
Sides  with  the  common  Fen  of 
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Lackittgbealh  aforefaid,  two  Acres 
at  the  Weft  Part  of  the  fame 
Ground.  Outof  the  fevcral  Fen 
Ground  lying  on  the  Eaft  Part 
of  (he  laft  mentioned  feveral 
Ground,  four  Acfcs  and  one 
Rood  at  the  North- weft  End 
thereof.  Out  of  one  other  fe- 
veral Fen  Ground  lying  on  the 
Eaft  Part  of  the  feveral  Ground 
laft  mendoned  and  abutting  up- 
on Crofs  Water,  eight  Acres  at 
the  North-weft  Side  of  the  lame 
Ground  next  unto  Crofs  Water 
■aforefaid.  Out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground,  lying  between  the 
laft  mentioned  fevcrat  Ground 
and  Wiilow  Lode,  two  Acres 
and  three  Roods  at  the  Weft  End 
of  the  fame  Ground,  Out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground,  abutting 
upon  the  Weft  Side  of  Winter 
Lode  and  High  Lode  aforefaid, 
fifteen  Acres  and  two  Roods  at 
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^Veft  End  tereoF,  abutting  updn  f . 
Pfamt  Lode  and  Delf  Dike.  Out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  now 
or  lace  of  Joim  Crane^  abut*  \ , 
tiDgupon  High  Lode,  and  the 
ieveral  Ground  now  or  late  of 
^  tVilliam  BamCy  Gene,  eight  Acres* 
an;l  two  Roods  adjoining  upon 
the  faid  feveral  Ground  df  WiU 
Uam  Bame  and  the  fiud  High 
'Lode.  Que  of  the  -  &id  feveral 
Fen  Ground  now  or  kte  of  ^Z- 
Uam  Bame  aforefaid,  ten  Acres 
adjoining  upon  the  fiiid  feveral 
Ground  of  joim  Cram.  Out  of 
one  other  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  the  fiiid  Jolm 
CranCj  lying  near  the  faid  feveral 
Ground  of  fFillum  Bame  afore- 
faid,  fix  Aaes  i^nd  two. Roods  at 
the  North-weft  Side  of  the  fame 
Ground,  abutting  upon  High 
Lode  aforeiaid.  Out  of  the  grea- 
ter of  the  two  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  lying  between  De^ 
Dike  and  Brandon  River,  eight 
Acres  and  two  Roods  at  the 
North-weft  Side  thereof:  And 
out  of  the  other  fmaller  Several, 
•lying  between  Delf  Dike  and 
Brandon  River,  three  Acres  and 
three  Roods  at  the  North  End  of 
the  fame  Ground 
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£DUt  of  the  coihfilon  Fen 
Ground  of  or  belonging  to  Aiil- 
den  Hall,  in  the  Taid  County  of 
Suffolk^  two  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty  Aaes,  (that  is 
to  lay)  one  Intire  Gimmon  called 
Burnt  Fen,  containing  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  ihirty- 
feven  Acres.  Two  intire  Fen 
Grounds  called  Sedge  Fens,  Jy- 
ing  between  Burnt  Fen  and  Town  f  *9^o  o  8 
iV&rf  in  Lackingbeatb  aforefaid, 
containing  eight  hundred  and 
forty  Acres.  And  the  Refidue, 
being  three  hundred  forty  and 
three  Acres,  out  of  the  common 
Fen  lying  between  the  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  of  Unly  Farm  and 
Baldwin's  Lode,  at  the  Weft 
Part  of  the  fame  Fen. 
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Alt  HaU,  coataintog.  tluiie  hun- 
llred  and  e^t  AcnU.  Out  of 
Ac  Mow  Fen  of  ^&M,  abut- 
cing  upoD  '<be  fore-mentioned 
common  Fen  of  Ifleham  and  the 
Aid  Riwr  cf.MUert  Hall,  four 
hoodred  ihifty-two  Acres  at  ihc 
Monh  Part  thereof.  And  out  of 
idle  rommon  Fen  of  IJleham, 
called  Weft  Ten,  abutting  upon 
the  common  Feu  of  Saiiai^  odl- 
cd  Litde  MitiM  tod  ^MB^^ 
one  hundred,  and  nioetf  Acres  at 
the  North  E6d  of  the  fime^en.  . 
SHtt  Of- the  commob  ^al 
Grounds  of  br  betoimfig  to  Si- 
ham  and  B^waj^  in  the  ■  fald 
County  of  Qtw^t^/,  orie  thoii*' 
find  and  euhc.  hundred.  Acres, 
(that  is  to  ^y)  die  intire  cora- 
ilioa  Fen  abotting  upon  H^)u» 
High  Fen,  called  Pbtdrf^  OM' 
taining  one-  hundred  fifty-fix 
Acres  and  a  Half.  Out  of  the 
common  Fen  called  Sarwof  Mid- 
dle, feventy-fbur  Acres  and  a 
half  acthe  North-caft  Part  there- 
of, abutting  upon  Sea  Lode.and 
the  River  Ouje.  The  two  Tntire 
common  Fens  called  Great  Ji^t- 
lam  and  Little  MtiUm,  cooiain- 
ing  one  thooland  two  hundred 
and  tea  Acres.  And  out  of  the 
common  Fen  called  tbe  f^^, 
K  three 
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three  hundred  fifty-nine  Acres  at 
the  North  Part  thereof,  abut- 
ting upon  Little  Methm  aforC' 
&id. 

2)Ut  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  in  ^0£dM.,iifQreraid,  of  or 
belon^ne  to  Sir  Robert  Heatb, 
Koighr,  Tour  hundred  and  tven"- 
ty  Aaes.  Out  of  the  fiveral 
Fen  Ground  called  Great  Met- 
iam,  abutting  upon  the  CcKnmon 
called  GTe2.t  Metlam  and  the  Ri- 
ver of  Mildtn  Hall,  at  the  Eaft 
Part  of  the  &id  fcvcral  Fen. 

jDUt    of    the    fevera)    Fen. 
Ground  In  S'eitam  a&relaidi  \ 
between  the  Fen$  called  Eaft  Fen 
and  Calf  Fen,  cidit  Acres 
Eaft  End  thereofT 

£Dut    Of    the    feveta)    Fea' 

Ground    in  Sohamf  called  Bi^- 

teach,  one    Acre  at   the   W5l 

End  thereof. 

JOtiiim.        ©lit  OE   the  common   Fen 
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Acres,  (that  is  to  fay)  oik  of*  the 
common  Fen,  called  the  Sedge 
Fen  or  Broad  MeadoWt  three  hun- 
idred  Acres  at  the  Weftern  End 
thereof,  abutting  upon  Read 
Ix>de,  the  by-d  Lands  of  IFic- 
kin^  and  tht^imbanked  feveral 
Grounds  of  Ifaac  Barrow^  Efq; 
and  the  Refidue,  being  one  hun- 
di^edantf  fifty  Acres,  out  of  the 
common  Fen  caQed  d^  Fen,' 
at  the  North- cafi:  Fair t  there- 
of adjoinin^upon  the  ieveral 
Ground  dtThetfwrd^  called  the 
Botts  Gangs^  and  the  kiver 
Qrant. 

flDttt  of  thq,Fen  Grounds  of 
Wickin  aforeiai4  being  Mow 
Fens  or  Lmas  ^founds,  con- 
fiding of  th^  Lots  or  Doles  of 
divers  PerfiSns,  oiie  hundred 
iflLcrcs  i  (xhat  is  tq  fay)  out  of  the 
mowing  Grdund  tying  on  the 
Weft  Side  of  the  River  GranU 
fifty- five  Acres  and  thrpe  Roods 
at  the  Weft  ^nd  of  the  lame  Lots 
or  Doles,  abutting  upon  the  com'- 
mon  Fen  of  JVater^heath^  called 
^oyft  Fen ;  out  of  the  mowing 
Grounds  lying  between  the  iiard 
Lands  of  Wichn  aforefaid,  the 
River  Grants  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  Upmieri  Farm,  and 
the  Way  leading  from  the  hard 
Lands  c^  WickS^,  unto  Dimoc^s 

Hz  Coat, 
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Coat,  twenty-three  Acres  and 
one  Rood  at  the  middle  Part  of 
the  faid  Mow  Fen,  where  the 
iaid  Doles  or  Lots  do  abut  one 
upon  another,  extending  frotti 
the  faid  hard  Lands  of  fVickin  to 
the  laid  Way  leading  to  Dimock's 
Coat  i  and  out  of  the  mow  Fen 
Ground  lying  between  the  faid 
Way  leading  to  Dimocl^s  Coat* 
the  River  Granf^  the  High  Fen 
of  WicioM  and  the  hard  I^nds  of 
Widan^  twenty-one  Acres  at  the 
middle  Part  of  the  faid  Mow 
Fen,  where  the  laid  Doles  or  Lots 
do  abut  one  upon  another,  ex- 
tending itom  the  faid  Way  lead- 
ing to  Dimuk's  Coat  unto  the 
Way  leading  to  ff^ckin  High  Fen 
afoirfaid. 

DUt  of  a  fereral  Sedge  Fen^ 
oF  Ifaac  Barrojv,  Efq  •»  lying  in 
fViekin  aforefaid,  twenty-one 
Acres  at  the  North-weft  Part 
thereof. 
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faid  fcven  Acres  at  the  Weft  End 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  hard 
Lands  of  JVickin  aforefaid  ;  out 
out  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  be- 
longing to  Upmeer  Farm  five 
Acres  at  the  North-eaft  End 
of  the  fame  Grounds,  abutting 
upon  the  Mow  Fen  of  Wickin 
and  the  River  Grant\  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  now  or  late  y 
of  Sir  Edward  Peyton  aforefaid, 
lying  upon  the  Weft  Side  of  the 
River  Grants  five  Actcs  at  the 
South-weft  End  thereof  abutting 
upon  the  River  Grants  and  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
"  Daltonj  Gent,  adjoining  to 
the  faid  feveral  Fen  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Peyton  and  the  River  Grant y 
three  Acres  at  the  South-weft 
Part  of  the  fame  feveral  Ground., 

S)Ut  of  the  common  Fen^ 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Bur- 
wel  and  Reach  in  the  (aid  County 
4Df  Cambridge^  feven  hundred 
Acres  at  the  North-weft  Part  of 
the  f§me  Fens  abutting  upon 
Wickin  Lode  and  Reach  Lode. 

iDUt  of  the  intercom mon  Fens' 
of  or  belonging  to  Swafham 
Prior y  Swafbam  Bulbeck^  Bot^ 
fam  and  Reachj  in  the  faid 
County  of  Cambridge^  or  to  fome 
or  one  of  them,  one  thoufand 
four  hundred  Acres,  (that  is  to 
f^y)  out  of  the  common  Fen, 

K  3  caUcd 
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called  White  Fen,  four  baqclrcd 
and  eleven  Acres  abutting  qpon 
Swafbam  Lode  and  White  ren 
Lake.  Out  of  the  common  Fen 
oUed  the  Crcyk^  four  tiundr-ed 
and  four  Acres  abutting  Eaftwat^ 
upon  the  common  Fen  called 
great  Sedge  Fen,  Southward  and 
Wcftward  upon  the  Refidge  6i 
the  fame  common  Fen  called  the 
Cnglr,  and  Northward  upon  the 
coinmoR  Fen  called  the  High 
Fen  J  out  pf  the  laid  common 
Fen  called  the  High  Fen,  four 
hundred  and  five  Acres  at  the 
North-eaft  ^art  thereof  abutting 
upon  Reach  Lode  and  the  River 
Grant;  and  out  of  the  common 
-Fen  called  great  Sedge  Fen,  one 
hundred  and  eighty  Acres  at  the 
North  End  thereo?  abutting  up* 
on  the  High  Fen  and  Reach 
■Lode. 
ffiotfam.  i0ut  of  the    common    Fen" 

Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Bol- 
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in  the  (aid  County  of  Cambridge^ 

or  CO  ibme  or  one  of  them»  four 

hundred  Acres ;  (that  is  to  fay) 

Out  of  the  common  Fen  called 

High  Fen,  one  hundred  Acres  at 

the  Eaftern  j£nd  thereof  abutting  L  ^qq  q  q 

Upon  the  common  Fen  called  ^ 

the  Rough;  and  out  of  the  faid 

common  Fen  called  the  Rough, 

three    hundred    Acres    at    the 

Weftern  Part   thereof  abuttuig. 

upon  the  faid  High  Fen.  J 

£DUt   Of  the  common  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  fFa- 
ter-Beach  in  the  &id  Cbunty  of 
Cambridge^  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  Acres  J  (that  is  to  fay)  out  of 
the  Fen  called  the  Joyft  Fen,  fix 
hundred  thirty-eight  Acres  at  the 
North  End  thereof  abutting  up* 
on  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of 
Stretham  and,  Wickin ;  and  out  of 
one  other  Fen,  lying  between 
the  faid  Fen  called  J^  Fen,  this 
River  Grants  and  the  hard  Lands 
of  fFater^Beacb^  one  hundred  and'  \i 
twelve  Acres  at  the  North-eaft  I 
End  thereof,  abutti^  upoti  the  I 
faid  Fen  called  Joyft  Fen  and  the  | 
River  Grant.  J 

S)Ut  of  the  cothmon  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Cat- 
tenbam  in  the  l^id  County  of 
Cambridge^    two   hiihdred  and 

K  4 '  forty 
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forty  Acres  at  the  Eaft  End  of  | ' 
the  common  Fen,  lying  between 
the  common   Fens   called  Seek 
Hill' Fens  and  the  Lots.  _ 

Itpton.  0Ut  of  the  common  Fen" 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Ratnpton  in  the  faid  Couniy  of 
Cambridge,  fixteen  Acres;  (thac 
is  to  fay)  out  of  the  Mow  Fen 
called  Hempfal,  thirteen  Acres 
at  the  North-eafl:  End  thereof 
abutting    upon    Smithy   Fen   in 

g,.  Cottenham  ;  and  out  of  the  cotn- 

mon  Fen  Ground  called  Iram, 
three  Acres  at  the  Eaft  Corner 
thereof  abutting  upon  Rempfal 
aforefaid.  : 

itJClinS'      flDut  of  the  common  Fens  of 

lit  or  belonging  to  lyivelingham  in 

the  faid  County  of  Cambridge, 
one  hundred  eighty  three  Acres 
and  one  Roodj  (that  is  to  fay) 
out  of  the  common  Fen  Ground 
called  Hempfaly  fifty  three  Acres 
at  the  North  Part  thereof  adjoin- 
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S^orth  End  thereof  abutting  lip-!  I 
on  the  feverat  Fen  Grounds  bf  I 
OversLnd  the  fcvcral  Fen  Groundjs  > 
in  fVivelingbam^  called  the  Meer  1 
Grounds.  J 

^Ut  Of  the  fcvtral  Fen' 
vjrounds  of  or  belonging  to  fVi^ 
velingham  aforelaid,  forty  Acres 
and  three  Roods;  Xthatis  to  fay) 
out  of  the  feveral  Ground  called 
Shelf ould^  confifting  pf  jthe  Lots 
or  Doles  of  divers  Pcrfons, 
twelve  Acres  and  three  Roods  at 
the  South- weft  End  of  the  faid 
X/>ts  next  unto  the  Fens  oiOver\ 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  called  Ba- 
hes  Hurne  thirteen  Acres  and 
three  Roods  at  the  North  End 
thereof  abutting  upon  the  River 
Oufe\  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  J(itnes 
PajcaU^  Gent,  called  Stacks,  fe- 
ven  Acres  at  the  Nort)i:eaft  E)nd 
thereof  abutting  upon  Auirtf 
Caufey ;  and  out  of  the  feveriJ 
Fen  of  John  Crane^  Efquire, 
called  Little.  She^mld^  feven 
Acres  and  one  Rood  at  the 
North-eaft  Corner  thereof  near 
Eriih  Sluce. 

£DUt  of  the  common  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Over 
in  the  faid  Cbunty  of  CanAfidge^ 
one  hundred  Seventy-one  Acres ; 
out  of  the  Fa\  called  the  Mari(h  i 
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at  the  Eaft  End  thereof,  abuttinj 
North -weft  ward  upon  the  Eal 
End  of  the  Lots  or  Doles  of  di- 
vers PerfodS)  extending  from 
the  Place  called  the  Haywaris 
Swath  unto  the  Bank  of  the  Ri- 
ver Oufe  Eaftward  upon  the  fe- 
veral  or  the  late  inclofed  Grounds 
of  Over  aforefaid  called  Blunti 
Meer,  and  South W2|rd  upon  the 
Refidue  of  the  faid  Fen  called 
the  Mari(h, 
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INSULA    ELIEN    IJ\r 
COM.   CANrABR. 

OUT  of  the  common  Fen" 
Grounds  of  or  beflonging  to 
Haddenham  in   the  faid  Ifle  of 
Ely  and  County  of  Camhridgey 
three    hundred     feventy- eight 
Acres ;  (that  is  to  fay)  out  of  the 
Fen  called  Gaul  Fen  three  hun- 
dred and  nine  Acres  at  the  Eaft  V  37^  ^  9 
Part  thereof  abutting  upon  Berry 
Fen;  and  the  ReHdue,    being 
fixty-nine  Acres,  out  of  the  com- 
mon Fen  called  Berry  Fen  afore- 1 
laid,  at  the  Weft  Side  thereof,  I 
abutting  upon  Gaul  Fen  afwe-  I 
faid  J 
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Grounds  of  ^r  Mooging  to  Haii* 
denbam  afonefai4t   one  hundred 
(bircy  and  eight  ^cxc$ ;  (that  is 
to  fay)  out  of   the  feveral  Feq 
Ground  callqd  ^zcv// FcH)  thirty- 
fix  Acres  and  two  Roods  at  the 
Wed  Part  thereof  abutting  upon 
GaulFcn  an^  the  Del£s  in  H^JdeU" 
bam ;  out  oi  ^  Mow  Fen  called 
fJndon  Doles,  piiie  Acrea  it  the 
South  Side  thoreof  abutting  upon 
Cbe  River  Oiife  \  out  of  the  fe- 
deral Fen  ^railed  Priefts  Crofc^ 
t>ne  Acre    at   the  South  End 
thereof   nex^  thq  Hiv^cr  Oufe^-^ 
put  of  the  ^eatei  Fen  Ground 
/called  Hill  pole$»  twelve  Acres 
and  twenty  Ferches  at  the  North 
Side    thereof   next  Haddmbam 
fmall  Fen ;  OMt  of  the  lefTer  Fen 
Ground  called  }lill  Doles  three 
Acres,   one  Rood   and  twenty 
Perches,  at  the  North  End  ther^- 
of  next  Suttqn  Mead  Lands ;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  called 
Over   Delfs  and  Pingles,  being 
eighteen  in  Number,   lying  on 
the  South  Side  of  Eritb  Caufey, 
between  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds 
of  Edward  Carter  and  Henry 
Wbite^  fortjr.two  Acres,  as  the 
fame  is  already  by  Lockfpics  or 
fmall    Trenches   proportionably 
divided  and  fet  out  at  the  South 

End! 
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End oreveryofchefaid eighteen  Se- 
veral Fen  Grounds,  abutting  upon 
the  River  0«/« ;  out  of  the  fevcral 
Fen  Grounds  called  Neihcr  Delfs, 
lying  between  Eritb  Caufey  and 
ihe  faid  Fen  called  Gaul  Fen, 
being  fifteen  in  Number,  twenty- 
nine  Acres,  three  Roods  and 
twenty-two  Perches,  as  the  fame 
is  already  alfo  fet  out  proportio- 
nably,  and  by  Lockfpits  or  fmall 
Trenches  fevered  and  divided 
from  every  of  the  faid  fifteen  fe- 
veral  Fen  Grounds ;  out  of  the 
fevera!  Fen  Ground  now  or  late  in 
the  Tenure  or  Occupation  of 
Binry  iVhilt^  lying  next  Ewell 
Fen,  one  Acre  and  ten  Perches 
at  the  North  End  thereof,  abut- 
ting upon  the  Bank  of  Ewell  Fftn 
aforcfaid  1  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  now  or  late  in  the  Te- 
nure or  Occupation  of  Thomas 
Pamplin,    Gent,    lying  on    the 


^     • 
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f  en  the  the  North  Side  of  Eritb 

Oufey,  one  Acre  at  the  Weft 

End  thereof)  out  of  .the  federal 

Fen  Ground    now   or'  late   of 
'  Richard  JVine^  GeM;  lying  on, 

the  North  Side  of  Eriib  Caufey; 

aear  ^Vi^  Bridge,  Ode  Rood  and\    ,«<>  ^  ^ 

len  Perches  ai   the  Eaft  Part  ^  ^3»  ^  ^ 

thereof,  abutting  upoi^  the  laid 
Ground  of  Humk^JlM  Jtiarcb 
aforelaid ;  and  oiit  of  ihe  Teveral 
.Fen  Ground  lying  betweeh^^- 
Jrey  Caufey  and  itovi/ F/^i  afpre- 
laid,  two^  Roods  aiKl .  thirty 
Perches  at  thfc  SouU^  E^jdbereot*^ 

fl)ttt  Of  *the  Common  Fen" 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  fFil- 
ImrUmy  in  the  faid  mcQlEijf  and 
County  of  (jiamMdgfy  qne  huur 
drcd  leventeen  Acres  and  cwot 
Roods;  out  of  the  Fens  called  1 
Skeg  Fen  and  Rufh  Fen,  at  thp  {  ' 
Weft  Sidesof  the  £ud. Fens  abut- 
ting upon  the'  coobtncui  Fens^d^ 
HMdtnban^  the  River  Oufe  and 
the  hard  Lands  of  JTwuricn 
aforefaid.  '  ^.  • 

2>Ut    Of   the    feyeral    Fen^ 

.  Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Ifll- . 

iuricn  aforefaid,  fix  Acres  and 

two  Roods  i  (that  is  to  iay)  out 

of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 


Wii&nitm 


Sir  Miles  Sandys^  Knight,  fifteen 
Perches  abutting  upon  Shg  Fen ; 
out  of  the  feveral  Ground  now  or 

'  ''''  '  Tate 
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late  of  fFarey    YcOman, 

thirty  Perches  abutting  alio  upOii 
Skeg  Fen  j  out  of  tlie  icvefal  Fen 

Ground  now  or  late  of San- 

'  dersj  Yeoman,  fifteen  Perches 
abutting  alfo  upon  Ske^  Fen  ; 
and  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  of  Thomas  Towers,  Gent, 
fix  Acres  and  twenty  Perches  at 
the  Weft  Part  thereof,  abutting 
alfo  upon  Skeg  Fen  and  the  Bank 
of  the  River  Oufe. 
'Stxtt%a.m  ©Ut  of  ihe  comftion  Fen- 
itiO  SCtjct:  Grouiidsof  or  belonging  to  J/re^- 
hdm  and  Thelford  in  the  faid  Ifle 
of  Ely  and  County  of  Cambridge, 
one  hundred  feveniy-two  Acres 
and  two  Roods  out  of  the  Mow 
Fen  of  5/«/;&o»j  aforefaid,  called 
Chair-fen  Plain,  at  the  Eaft  Side 
thereof,  abutting  uponCii7/m«_f 
Dike  and  the  River  Ouje. 

Cut    of    the     feveral    Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Siret- 


0?B. 
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more^  two  Acres  aod  one  Rood 

at  the  North-weft  End  ttuzeof, 
J  next  the  comooon   Fen   called 
m  GauU^s  Moqr ;  and:  out  (tf  the 
r  lever^I  Fen  Grounds»o£  ibe^mrA  i 
^    aforelaid,  caSed.the  Boats  Gangs,  "^ 

fifteen  Acrqs  and  one  Rood; 

(yix.)    the    intire  fevieral  Fen 

Ground  called  (he  Long  Rt)od8» 

abutting  upon  jyieUk. Feo^  con- 
taining nine  Acres»  one  Rood  and 

ten  Perches;    the    intire   Fen 

Ground  called  the  Short  Roods, 

abutting  upop;  Soiam  Fen,  con- 
taining two  Acres  and  Ave  and 

twenty  Perches;  out  of  the  je^ 

veral  Ground !  of  OUvfr  Cronmel^ 

Gent,   calledi  MmfikB^  thinyr  ^  .  77  2  o 

five  Perches  at  the  South  Side 

thereof  abutting  upon  the.  &id 

Pen  called  Short  Roods ;  out  of 

the  fe veral  Fen  oij^bn  Gifiiwgbam^. 

Gent,  called  the  Lot,  thirty^five 

Perches  at  the  Eaft  End  thereof 

abutting  upon  the  Q>m(non  Lots ; 

the   intire   Fen  Ground   called 

Common  Lots,   abutting  upon 

the  long  Roods  afore&id,  con- 
taining   two   Acres  and   three 

Roods ;  and  the  intire  Coaimon 

Lot  lying  near  Harrimare  Hoofe, 

between  the  Kvftn   Oufi  and 

Grants  containing  two  Roods  and 

fifteen  Perches^ 


ISHI 


C  I44-  1 
If*  iDUt  Of  the  common  Fen  7' 

Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  the 
Town  and  City  of  £/r,  in  the 
£tid  IHe  of  Efy  and  County  of 
Cambridge^  t>ne  thonlaod  three 
hundred  and  forty  Acres ;  (that 
is  to  fay)  out  of  the  common 
Fen  called  Liide  Shell  or  Eaft 
]Eaftmore,  niocty-two  Acfes  at  r*34*>  0  0| 
the  Weft  Side  thereof  abutting 
upon  the  common  Fen  called 
Great  Shell ;  and  the  laid  Intire 
common  Fen  called  Great  Shell, 
conuining  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty  eight  Acres. 

fiDut  Of  the  feveral  Fcn^ 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  unto  the 
Town  and  City  of  Ely  afbrefaid, 
)two  hundred  twenty  and  four 
Acres ;  (that  is  to  lay)  out  of  the 
fevCTal  Fen  Ground  of  or  be- 
longing to  Sbippey  Farm,  forty 
Acres  at  tiie  South  Pan  thereof, 
abutting  upon  tlie  common  Fen 
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Fen  Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
ilorneyFdtmy  ibrtyrfcvcn  Acres 
4C  the  Soudi^eaft  Fart  thereof, 
ibuciing  upbn  the  federal  Fen 
Grounds  or  .Ncrftg  Farm  and 
the  (everal  Fen  Ground  of  Sir 
Robert  Heatb^  Knight,  \tiSobam^ 
Called  Great  Metkm ;  outof  ihe 
fereral  Fen  Grounds  of  or  be* 
iooging  to  Nomtf  Farm,ieveDty* 
Nine  Acres  abutting  Weftward 
upon  the  bliurk  Bank,  Northward 
upon  the  Grounds  of  ^ihnrney 
Farm,  and  Southward  and  Eaft- 
ward  upon  the  kefidue  of  the 
lame  Fen  Ground  of  Nprney^ 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds 
late  of  or  belonging  to  Sir  Simon 
Steward  J  Kpight,.  lying  in  Sluni- 
nj  Farm,  cwo .  and  twenty 
Acres  at  the  Fall  Part  thereof, 
abutting  upon  the  Grounds  of 
Nornty  Farm ;  out  of  eight  fe* 
veral  Fen  Grounds  lying  between 
the  common  Fens  called  Dunftal^ 
the  feveral  Grounds  of  nimey 
Farm  and  Stock  Lode^  twelve 
Acres,  as  the  fame  is  loclcfpitted 
and  fet  out  at  the  North-eaft 
Ends  of  the  fame  GrcHinds,  abut- 
ting upon  Stock  Lode  aforefaid 
and  the  Grounds  ofTbomey  Farm 
aforefaid ;  and  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  of  Bream  Farm,  i 
four  Acres  ac  the  Souch-eaft  End  \ 
thereof  next  the  River  Oufe.        ^ 


>»  224  o  o 


^Ut  of' the  commoo  Fens  ori' 
6r-bc)Dnging  to  StKHtujy  thirty- 
two  Acres  abutting  Eaftmard  up?   ,     sf  o  i 
on  Sobam  Caufey,  ^d  Southward :       ^ 
cpon  the  ctxntnon  Fenl  of  Sakam 
called  the  Borders.  .1 

littlcpojf.  '©lit  of  the  Intercommon") 
Fen  Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  I 
Ely  Dsvmhatn  and  Uttkport  in  I 
the  (aid  Ifle  of  Ely  and  County 
of  Cambridge,  or  to  fonnc  or  one 
of  them,  four  ihoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  Acres-,  (that  is 
to  fay)  one  intire  common  Fen 
*  called  Lowell  Moor,  containing 

one  hundred  fcventy-four  Acres? 
and  [he  Refidue,  being  four  ihou- 
ihoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen 
Acres,  out  of  the  great  common 
Fen  called  ^belp  Moor,  abut- 
ting North-eaftward  upon  Part  5*4290 
of  the  fame  Fen,  lying  near 
Pricfts  Houfes,  the  fevcral  Fen 
Grounds  of  Thomas  Gibbon, 


M4f> 

'  dt>Ut  of  the  feverat  fch^ 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  (o  Lit- 
tttfort  aforefaid  feven  hundred 
Acres }  (ihaj  is  to  fay)  out  of  the 
fc»eral  imbankcd  Fen  Ground  of 
or  belonging  to  Sir  A^les  Santas, 
JCnight  and  Baronet,  three  hun- 
dred Acres  at  the  Northeaft 
£od  thereof,  abutting  North- 
Hreftwatd  upon  the  fevetal  fen 
Ground  of  Thomas  Toilers,  Gent. 
North-eaftward  upon  the  feveral 
ten  Ground  of  Sir  Henry  JVil- 
imgbhy^  Knight,  and  Thomas  'Ty- 
rel,  Gent,  and  Sou th-eaft ward 
upon  a  Clofe,  Parcel  of  the  fame 
imbanked  Grounds,  and  the  Bank 

,  of  the  faid  Grounds  near  unto  the 
Houfc  called  the  Chain  Houfe 
near  the  River  Ou/e;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of  or 
belonging  to  Thotmis  Towers, 
Gent,  called  Creuchmore,  Icventy 
Acres  abutting  upon  the  feveral 
Pen  Grounds  of  Sir  Henry  WiU 
It>ughfyy  Knight,  and  <he  Taid 
imbanked  Orouinf^  ol  Stf  Milei 
Samfyt  afonfaidii  ouC  of  the  fe- 
iFcral  Fen  GniuAd  of  or  bcloftg- 
ing  to  ffiSiam  HawkiHSt  Gent, 
called  alb  Crouthmere^  fifty-five 
Acres  at  the  North  Part  of  the 
lamcFcn,  abuttiAg  iSpOn  ihft  Com- 
mon Fen  called  HaU  Fea  ;  and 
the  feveral  iF«i  Orouiodof  Sir 
Lz  Henry 
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henry  tVilla^hb^,  Knight;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
Thomas  Tyrell,  Gene,  lying  near 
Priefts  Houfes,  twenty-fcven 
Acres  at  the  Weft  End  of  the 
fame  Ground  ;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  late  of  Nitholas 
Milfop^  lying  near  Apejhall,  called 
the  Wood-ground,  fourteen  Acres 
at  the  North-weft  Part  of  the 
lame  Ground, abuctingupon/F^- 
mere  and  the  feveral  Grounds  of 
^pejhall  Farm  aforefaid  ;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of  or 
belonging  to  ^pejhall  Farm  afore 
faid  thirty  Acres ;  out  of  the  fe- 
veral Fen  called  Garners^,  abut- 
ling  upon  the  common  Fen  call- 
ed IVeJimore  and  the  River  If^el- 
ncy;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  now  or  late  of  Henry 
Jl^'lfop,  Gen.  twenty  Acres;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  called  Arch- 
deacon Croft,  at  the  Weft  Part 
thereof  abutting  upon  the   faid 
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weft  Side  thereof;  out  of  the  ft*  |l 
veral  Fen  Ground  c^  RcgerCoU 
Xw,  three  Acres»  one  Rood  and 
ten  Perches  at  the  South- eaft 
Side  thereof ;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  Jobri  Snritb^  ad- 
joining to  the  Vicarage  Crofc, 
one  Acre,  three  Roods  and  twen* 
five  Perches  at  the  North-weft 
Side  of  the  fame  Ground ;  out  of 
the  adjoining  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  John  Hornfi^  one 
Acre,  three  Roods  and  twenty- 
five  Perches  at  the  South-em 
Side  of  the  fame  Ground ;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  foi 
John  Hand^  four  Acres,'  one  Rood 
a^nd  thirty  inches  at  the  North* 
isveft  Side  tho^eof ;  out  of  the  ad- 
joining feveral  Fen  Ground  of. 
Widow  Aldertony  four  Atres,  one 
Rood  and  thirty  Perches  at  the 
South-eaft  Side  thereof ^  out*  of 
the  adjoining  feveral  Fen  Qround 
of  Wittimn  Cddke^  three  Acres 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  North* 
weft  Side  thereof  i  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  now  or  late 
of  ^tbmnas  ^ddley^  three  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  Eaft 
Side  thereof  i  Out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground,  of  fFilSam  Gcats^ 
lying  near  Cmi^i4F^  Orefr^  one 
Acre  and  thirqr*'t^>ro  Perches  at 
the  North  End  thereof  i'  but  of 

.     L3  the 
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the  adioining  fevcral  Fen  Ground  | 
of  Jndrew  Neale,  three  Roods  I 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  North 
End  thereof;  our  of  the  adjoining 
fcveral  Ground  of  'ThomasCrabbe, 
one  Acre  arid  twenty  Perches  at 
iheWsIt  End  thereof  next  fFel- 
ttey  River ;  out  of  the  fevcral 
Fen  Ground  of  John  Verndl.,  one 
Acre  and  fifteen  Perches  at  the 
North  Side  thereof;  out  of  the 
fcveral  Fen  Ground  of  John  Day 
adjoining  unto  Bell  Croft,  five 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  twpnty- 
five  Perches  at  the  South  Side 
thereof ;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  late  of  Jane  Chambers, 
two  Acres,  two  Roods  and  thirty 
I'erches  at  the  Eaftern  Corner 
thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining  fe- 
veral Fen  Ground  of  WHUam 
Smith,  one  Acre,  three  Roods 
and  fifteen  Perches  at  the  South 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 


1 
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':  JVcres,  one  Rood  and  thirty 
Perches  at  the  North-weft  Side 
thereof;  oQc  <^  the  ac^oinm^  ie- 
veral  Fen  Ground  df  Rffkrf 
jtfpland^  one  Acre,  two  Roods 
and  twentyi'five  Perdies  at  the 
South- eaft  Side  thereof)  out  of 

'-  *  the  adjoining  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  fhmds  A£j^, 

•  lOne  Acre,  two  Roods  andtwenty* 

five  Perches  at  the  North-weft 

Side  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 

Fen  Ground  now  or  late  of  iS^- 

rteri  Croomy    two  Aatt,    one 

Rood  and  twisnty-fiue  f^ches  at 

the  Souch-eaft  Side  thereof;  out 

of  the  feveraLFenOrMnd  of  Sir 

H£ks  Sandys^  Ka^t  tod  Baro- 

oet,  fixAo-c^aiidnfteenftrches^ 

at  the  Norttn  £o4  t»f  sheGroond 

adjoining  to  Nav  Dikd  ^  out  of 

she  feveral  Fen  Ground  of  Joibn 

Milfip^  fix  Acres,  onelteodand 

ten  Perches   at  the  South^eaft 

Side  thereof  abuttifl^aipon  New 

Dike;  out  ^f  t^  (everd  Fen; 

Ground  of  Hk$mf  Mkai0wi^  fevett  \ 

Acres,  two  Roods  and   thirty  \ 

Perches  at  the  Weft  Side  of  dbe 

fame  Ground^  out  of  the  feveral 

Fen  Ground  nowoF;)ateof  ^Aflr^l . 

iSexander^  ode  Acre,  two  RoO(b  *^ 

and  twenty  Perches  at  theSaft  Side 

thereof;  out  of  the   a^inti^ 

feveral  Fen  Ground  of  mUiamt 
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Haukins,    two    Acres    and     ten 
Perches  at  ihe  Welt  Side  thereof  i 
out  of  [he  leveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  "John  CraHe,  ad- 
joining to  ihe  Ground  called  the 
Common  Acre,  three  Acres    at 
the  North  End  thereof;  out  of 
the  fevcral  Fen  Ground  now  or 
lite  of  Thomas  Mil/op  the  Elder, 
adjoining  to  Archdeacon  Croft, 
three  Acres  and   one  Rood  at 
the  South   End   of     the    fame 
Ground    abutting    upon  ii'elney 
River  J  out  of  the  leveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Richard 
White,  adjoining  to   the  afore- 
mentioned Ground    of   Thomas 
Milfop,  one  Acre,  one  Rood  and 
fifteen  Perches  at  ihe  Soiith-eaft 
Corner  of  the  fame  Ground  next 
fFelney  River;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen   Ground    now    or    late    of 
JVilliatn  IVrigbl,  three  Acres  and 
three  Roods  on  the  Weft  Side 
thereof  adjoining  lo  the  Ground 
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^oods  and  twenty  Perches  at  the 
Bouth-eaft  Side  of  the  fame 
Ground ;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Richard 
Maresy  one  Acre,  one  Rood  and 
twenty  Perches  at  the  Weft  Side 
thereof;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Thomas 
Sharps  three  Acres,  two  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  Weft 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 
JFen  Ground  of  Thomas  Wilfin^ 
near  adjoining  to  the  Fen  Ground 
<alled  the  Hundred  Acres,  three 
Acres  and  one  Rood  at  the  Eaft 
Side  thereof;  out  <^  the  adjoin- 
ing FeU  Ground  now  or  late  of 
Thomas  Milfop,  nine  Acres,  one 
]R.ood  and  twelve  Perches  at  the 
Weft  Side  thereof;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  Richard 
Ward^  three  Acres  at  the  Eaft 
Part  thereof ;  out  of  the  feveral 
Ground  of  Robert  Lukin,  Efq; 
being  Part  of  the  Ground  called 
the  Hundred  Acres,  fourteen 
Acres  at  the  Weft  Side  thereof; 
out  of  the  feveral  Ground  of 
Widow  Crai^  being  alfo  Part  of 
the  Ground  called  the  Hundred 
Acres,  (ixteen  Acres  and  three 
Roods  at  the  Weft  Side  thereof ; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
John  Cole^  Gent,  adjoining  to  the 
Ground  called    Gamers^   feven 

Acres, 
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Acres,    tviA    Roods    and 
Perches  at  the  Eall  Fart  thereof 
abutting    u|^    fVelney  River 
out  of  the  federal  Fen  Grtxjnd 
■now  or  late  of  JVilliam  Jehnfo 
four  Acres  and  two  Roods  at  the 
North-weft  Cwncr  thereof  abut- 
ing  upon  ^ehey  River ;  out  of 
the  fcvcral  Fen  Grcwnds  of    ■    - 
Coats,    Yeoman,    adjoining    to 
the  Common  Acre,  three  Roods 
and  ten  Perches  at  the  Nortfa- 
weft  Side  thereof;  out  of  the  fc- 
vcral Fen  Ground  of  John  Diff^ 
adjoining  to  the  common  Acre, 
one  Acre,  two  Roods  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  South-wefl:  End 
thereof ;  out  of  the  fcvcral  Fen 
Ground  oi  Thotnai  Phmme  and 
^omas  Clarke^  one  Aero  and  ten 
Perches  at  the  South  End  thereof 
next  the  Wood  Grounds  of  ^p- 
JhnH  FAvm;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  Samuel  Kinfwkk,  at 
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fLai  thereof ;  out  of  the  ibveral 
Fen  Ground  now  or  late  of  Tba* 
tMs  BougbioHy  three  Roods  and 
twenty  Perct^ts  at  the  l^orth- 
weft  Part  of  the  fame  Ground ; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fcq  Ground 
|ibw  or  late  of  yabn  Glqfier^  one 
Acre  and  tbiny-five  Perches  at 
the  North-weft  End  thereof;  out 
of  the  leveral  Fen  Ground  now 
or  late  of  Tbomas  M^i^  called 
fybinrte-bifb  Croft,  three  Acres 
and  twenty  Perdies  at  the  North- 
weft  Part  thereof  I  and  out  of 
the  feveral  Groand  cdled  Cam* 
kridge  Crofcs,  eig|bt  Acres,  two 
Roods  and.  te(i  Perches  at  the 
VTeft  Side  thereof  abutting  upoa 
Welney  River  ami  the  Mart  Fen. 

JoDUt  Of  thefinmal  FenGround* 
of  or  belonging  to  ^mas  Gib- 
hny  Efq;  lyiiig  between  the 
common  Fen  called  ^i&/&Moor» 
^  the  River  of  Brandim^  one  L  190  o  o 
hundred  and  ninet](-Acres  at  the 
South  End  thereof  abutting  upon 
the  Fen  Grounds  called  Rxdmon 
Grounds. 

fl)Ut  Of  the  feveral  Fen") 
Grounds  called  Reflmare  Grounds, 
lying  between  the  &id  common 
Fen  called  Wbi^nmi  and  the 
^ver  of  Br^dpn^  one  hundred 
twenty*fix  J^m  at  the  South 

Part' 
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Fart  oF  the  lame  Grounds,  abut- 
ting upon  the  fevcral  Fen  Ground  - 
of   miliam  Heveningbam,  Efqj  ^   '2^  <*  "I 
and  the  laid  River   of  Bran-  I 
don.  J 

©otonliani  ^ut  of  the  cotnmon  Fen' 
intl)e3l0r<  Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
DewTiham,  in  the  faid  Ifle  m  Efy 
and  County  of  Cambridge,  called 
Weft:  Fen,  three  hundred  eighty- ^  388  2o 
eight  Acres  and  two  Roods  abut- 
ting South- weftward  upon  the 
common  Fen  Grounds  called  Pye 
Moor  and  Affywell  Moor. 

SDut  Of  the  fcvera!  Fen" 
Ground  of  John  Carter^  lying 
near  Dotvnbam  Hive,  one  Acre 
and  two  Roods  at  the  North-eaft 
Qirner  thereof. 
CaScftmOOJ.  ®tlt  of  the  great  intercom-" 
mon  Fen  called  IVejltnior  and 
Cranmoory  in  the  faid  Ide  of  Ely 
and  County  of  Cambridge,  five 
thouland  Acres,  (that  is  to  fay) 
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of  that  Part  of  the  iaid  Fen  that  I 
lieth  on  the  North  Side  of  Bed- 1 
f(nrd  River    aforefaid,    abutting  [5^^^ 
upon  the  faid  |(iver  and  Oxewil- 
Uw  Lode  aforefaid. 

£[)Ut  Of  the;  common  Feni 
Ground  called  Hale  Fen,  lying 
in  or  near  Ccveney  in  the  iaid 
Ifle  of  Ely  and  County  of  Cam- 
hridge^  one  hundred  and  eighty 
Acres,  abutting  Eaftward  upon  f 
the  hard  Lands  of  Ccveney^  and 
the  Gravel-way  leading  to  Cove- 
ney^  and  on  all  other  Parts  upon 
the  Refidue  of  the  fame  Fen. 

£)ttt  Of  one  other  common  *1 
Fen  Ground  lying  in. or  near  Co-.X 
veney   aforefaid,    called   ^Jhwell^ 
Moor  or  Sedge  Fen,  four  hundred 
twenty-threc    Acres,     abutting 
Eaftward  upon  Pye  Moor,  Weft- 
ward  upon  the  feveral  Fen  Ground, 
of  Coveney  called  Hale  Fen;  and' 
Northward  upon  Weft  Fen  in 
Downbam  aforefaid. 

iDUt  Of  the  feveral  Feb 
Grounds  of  or  belohgiqg  to  Cove- 
ns atorcfaid,  called  the  Great 
Dams,  one.  hundred  fifty -feven 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  "Teh 
Perches ;  (that  is  to  fay)  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of  John 
Davies^  three  Acres,  two  Roods 
and  ten  Perches  at  the  North-^cft 
End  thereof  %  out  of  the  feveral 

Fen 
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Fen  Ground  of  Thsvias  If^im, 
Junior,  three  Acres,  one  Rood 
and  twenty-four  Perches  at  the 
Souih-eaft  End  thereof}  out  of 
the  fevcral  Fen  Ground  of 
■  William  Smith,  two  Acres,  three 
Roods  and  thirty-fix  Perches  at 
the  South-weft  Side  thereof  J  out 
the  fcveral  Fen  Ground  now  or 
Jace  of  Thomas  If'difen^  three 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  North-weft  End 
thereof;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  John  PFat- 
fon,  two  Acres,  three  Roods  and 
(hirty  Perches  at  the  North-weft 
End  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  Joan  Pope,  Wi- 
dow, ten  Acres,  two  Roods  and 
ten  Perches  a:  the  North-weft 
End  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  John  Unwood, 
eighteen  Acres  and  fifteen  Perches 
at  [he  North-weft  End  thereof; 


cm  of  the  feversd  Fen  Groundof  T ^ 
fliomas  fVinfer^  i^yAn\x%^tQCo^ 
ifentf  Lode,  trine  Acres  at  the 
North-eaft  $ide  thetW^  ootof 
the  feveral  Fefi-Gfouxid  of  ksbert 
MdtibewSj  idghc  AcroB,  thMe' 
Roods  and  *  ttn  .Arches  at  thi 
Korch  Side  dKtfrooff }  out  (^  fbc 
feveral  Fen  :Gr6uiid  of  ihtmhr- 
fime  March:.  B^)  abutting  «i^ 
Ctroeney  LojoaAd^tbe  WAy4ead- 
Ing  uacajB/iii?Fefi,dghtiBen  Acres 
and  twenty  ptscfaes  at  the  SOiith- 
eaft  End  thrreiof }  one  inrire  Fen 
Ground  of  JFtMbb  tbofpi'  iSeffti 
iying  between  BialtFtxi  and  file ^ 
Way  leadinc  k&Bfi  Skit  Fen  to'^ 
Coveney^  containing  fixtten  AdPcs 
and  two  Ro^^oAt  ^  the  fevt- 
tal  Fen  Grofitid  mJ^ 'JV/ifr  HHdn^, 
one  Acre  ajnd'l&irty  PieffbM ^- 
the  South- wjcft&dfberdDfi  diit' 
of  the  fev«^^-9bn^  Ground* •4)^ 
John  fFbinn^^  tiMt  Amif  v#tf 
Roods  and '  ten  Perches  «C;*'t&fc 
Eaft  End  thereof  $•  one  intim  fc^ 
Veral  Fen  C^ottnd^lydagbetwteh 
Biall  Fen  and  the  Ground  tK-ka^ 
hert  Andre^$i  ^ntaining  fo«ir* 
teen  Acres  and  two  RdodH*  and' 
out  of  the  f<nreral  Feni^round  of 
V€t&.  Andrews^^  fixeeen  Acret,  one^ 
Rood  and  nhirtf  Perthes* a^tbi 
Eaft  End  tbereeffi  .- 
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the  adjoining  fevera)  Fen  Ground 
of  Andnw  Neak,  three  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  North 
End  thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining 
fevera!  Ground  of  Thomas  Crabbe^ 
one  Acre  and  twenty  Perches  at 
the  Weft  End  thereof  next  Wel- 
Key  River ;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  J^hfi  Vernell,  one 
Acre  and  fifteen  Perches  at  the 
North  Side  thereof;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  John  Day 
adjoining  unto  Bell  Croft,  Bve 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  twpnty- 
five  Perches  at  the  South  Side 
thereof;  out  of  tiie  fevera!  Fen 
Ground  iate  of  Jane  CbtimberSt 
two  Acres,  two  Roods  and  thirty 
|*erches  at  the  Eaftern  Corner 
thereof;  out  of  the  adjoining  fe- 
vera! Fen  Ground  of  William 
Smith,  one  Acre,  three  Roods 
and  fifteen  Perche$  at  the  South 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  fevera! 


f  nt  ] 

Acres,  one  Rcxx)  and  thirty 
PeFche9  at  the  North»weft  Side 
thereof;  oQt  of  the  ac^'oinhig  ie> 
vera!  Fen  Ground    df  JMirf 


K 


Afpland^  one  Acre,  two  Roods 
and  twenty  "five  Perdies  at  the  I 
South-eaft  Side  thereof)  out  of  ' 
•the  adjoining  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  9hmis  MJfip^  ] 
lone  Acre,  two  Roods  andtwenty*  | 
five  Perches  at  the  NotcIhwot  ;  { 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  leveral;  \' 
Fen  Ground  now  or  kte  of  R§^  j 
Iferi  Croomr  two  Acroi,  one 
Rood  and  twenty*fiw  JP^erdies  as  I 
the  South-eaft  Side  tbeHeof ;  out 
of  the  feveraLFeoOrMod  if  Sit 
Miles  Sandyi^  KoUit  ind  Baro- 
<iet,  fix  Ao^  and  mma  Sferches 
at  the  Nortlik  fiorf  <of  iheGround 
adjoining  to  New  Diktf  y  out 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of  T^^An 
Milfip^  fix  Acresi  oue'Roodaod 
ten  Perches  at  tbi  Soijitli-icaft: 
Side  thereof  abottiog'ttpon'ltew 
Dilce;  out  #f  d^  fetranil  Fen 
Ground  of  Ihity  Miuidmp^  fevett 
Acres,  two  Roods  and  thirty ; 
Perches  at  the  Weft  Side  of  tiie 
fame  Ground^  out  of  the  Several 
Fen  Ground  howor^tfof  Raiiri 
Alexander  J  o4e  Aore,'  twoKootfe 
andtwenty  PttchesactheSaft  Side 
thereof;  out  of  the  ad^oinii^ 
feveral  Fen  (ground  of  Wittiami 
Ii4  Bsukim^  I 
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Haitkins,    two   Acres    and     ten 
Perchesat  the  Weft  Side  thereof  i 
out  of  the  fcveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  kre  of  John  CrabLe,  ad- 
joining to  ihe  Ground  called  the 
Common  Acre,  three  Acres    at 
the  Nonh  End  thereofi  out  of 
the  fevera!  Fen  Ground  now  or 
lite  of  Thomas  Milfop  ihe  Elder, 
adjoining  to  Archdeacon  Croft, 
three  Acres   and  one  Rood  at 
the   South    End   of     the    fame 
Qround    abutting    upon  Wdney 
Riven  out  of  the   leveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Richard 
White^  adjoining  to   ihe  afore- 
mentioned Ground    of   'Thomas 
Milfop^  one  Acre,  one  Rood  and 
fifteen  Perches  at  the  Soiith-eaft 
Corner  of  the  fame  Ground  next 
Wiiney  River";  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground    now    or    late    of 
WilUamWrigbt^  three  Acres  and 
three  Roods  on  the  Weft  Side 
thereof  adjoining  to  the  Ground 
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Roods  and  twenty  Perches  at  the 
JBouth-eaft   Side    of    the    fame 
Ground;  out  of  the  feveralFcn 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Richard 
Mares ^  one  Acre,  one  Rood  and  * 
twenty  Perches  at  the  Weft  Side 
thereof;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Thomas 
Sharpy  three  Acres,  two  Roods 
tnd  twenty  Perches  at  the  Weft 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 
JPen  Ground  of  ^I}f9fnas  Wilfon^ 
near  adjoining  to  the  Fen  Ground 
called  the  Hundred  Acres,  three 
Acres  and  one  Rood  at  the  Eaft 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  adjoin- 
ing Feh  Ground  now  or  late  of 
Thomas  Miljbpj  nine  Acres,  one 
llood  and  twelve  Perches  at  the 
Weft  Side  thereof;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  Richard 
JVard^  three  Acres  at  the  Eaft 
Part  thereof ;  out  of  the  feveral 
Ground  of  Riifberi  Lukin,  Efq; 
being  Part  of  the  Ground  called 
the    Hundred  Acres,    fourteen 
Acres  at  the  Weft  Side  thereof; 
out  of   the   feveral  Ground  of 
Widow  Craij  being  alfo  Part  of 
the  Ground  called  the  Hundred 
Acres,  fixtecn  Acres  and  three 
Roods  at  the  Weft  Side  thereof ; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
John  Cokj  Gent,  adjoining  to  the 
Ground  called    Garners^   feven 

Acres, 
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Jicres,  twrs  Roods  and  ten 
Perches  at  ilie  EjH:  Pare  thereof 
abutting  upon  f^elney  River  j 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  IVilliam  Jobnfon, 
four  Acres  and  two  Roods  at  the 
North-weft  Corner  thereof  abut- 
ing  upon  Wthey  River ;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of 
Coats,  Yeoman,  adjoining  to 
the  Common  Acre,  three  Roods 
and  ten  Perches  at  the  North- 
weft  Side  thrreofj  out  of  the  fe- 
vcral  Fcti  Ground  of  John  Dn^y 
adjoining  to  the  common  Acre, 
one  Acre,  two  Roods  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  South-weft  End 
rhereof;  out  of  the  leveral  Fen 
Ground  of  Thomas  Plumme  and 
Thofiras  Clarke,  one  Acre  and  ten 
Perches  at  the  South  End  thereof 
next  the  Wood  Grounds  of  Jp- 
/?'!?// Farm  ;  out  of  the  federal  Fen 
Grounds  of  Samus!  Kinfwkt,  at 
the  South  End  th(;rcQf,  one  Acte. 
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]|&nd  thereof ;  out  of  the  ibveral 
-Fen  Ground  now  or  late  of  Tbo- 
tMs  B(mgbtony  three  Roods  and 
twenty  Percbu  at  the  |^orth- 
weft  Part  of  the  fame  Ground ; 
out  of  the  ieveral  ^Fen  Ground 
pow  or  late  of  Jd>n  Gkfor^  one 
Acre  and  tbiny-fiye  Perches  at 
the  North- weft  End  thereofi  out 
of  the  leveral  Fea  Ground  now 
or  late  of  Thmas  JMiff^  called 
fmnne-btf/b  Croft,  three  Acres 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  Nonh- 
weft  Part  thereof  1  and  out  of 
the  feveral  Groopd  cdled  Cam* 
kridge  Crofo^  e^t  Acres^  two 
Eopds-  and  te^  Peicbea  at  the 
Weft  Side  thetepf  abutting  upoa 
Weln^  River  aiicl  the  Mare  Fen. 

flHtt  Of  the  (everal  FenGround* 
of  or  belonging,  to  nmas  Gib- 
hrfy   Efq;    lyii|g  between    the 
common  Fen  cs^^/Fbeh  Moor„ . 
^nd  the  River  of  ^andan^  one  y  190  o  o 
hundred  and)  nioet](-Acres  at  the 
South  End  thereof  abutting  upon 
the  Fen  Grqunds  called  Redmon 
Grounds. 

fl)Ut  Of  the  feveral  Fenn 
Grounds  calted  Riflmare  Grounds, 
lying  between  the  laid  common 
Fen  called  Wbilf/mar^  and  the 
^ver  of  Bfimifin^  cpe  hundred. 
)twenty*fix  Aq'oi  at  the  South 
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©Ut   of   the     feveral     FenT 
Grounds    of   PVicbam  aforefaid, 
called    fVicbam    Mead     Lands, 
thirty  Acres  and   two   Roods ; 
(that  is  10  fiy)  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  of  George  Peacock, 
Thomas  Gooday  and  John  Merell, 
three  Acres  and  one  Hood,  as  the  I 
fame  is  locUfpirted,  divided  and 
fet  out  ac  the  Weft  End  of  the 
fime    Grounds    abuciing    upon 
Mepall  Giul   Fen ;   out  of    the 
Lors  or  Doles  lying  between  the 
lad  mentioned  Grounds  and  the 
Lot  or   Dole   of  JgIm  Bel-wood^ 
belonging     to     divers     Perfons, 
twelve  Acres,  three  Roods  and 
ren  Perches   at   the  Norih-wcft 
End  thereof  abutting  upon  Block 
Fen  ;  out  of  the  Lois  or  Doles 
lying  between  the  great  Lot  of 
George  Peacock  and  the  old  Dairy 
Houfe  of  John  MencU,  belong- 
ing unto  divers  Perfons,    feven  I 
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iDUt  of  the  common  Fen 
Cfround  of  or  belongmg  to  Me- 
pallj  in  the  (aid  Ifle  of  Efy  and 
County  of  Cambridge^  called 
Cauk  Fen,  fifty-three  Acres  abut* 
ting  upon  the  North  Sideof  JSri- 
ford  River  and  upon  Biidl  Fen. 

(DUt    of   the    feveral    Fen 
Orounds   of    or  belonging    to 
MepaU  aforefaid,  called  fViiion. 
«ighc  Acres;  (that  is  to  fay)  wx\ 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
Robert  Brown^  two  Roods  and 
two  Perches  at  the  North  End 
thereof ;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
•Ground  of  — —  CUncbj  lying 
next  but  one  to  the  faid  Ground 
of  Robert  Brown^  three  Roods 
and    eighteen   Perches   at    the 
North*  eaft   End    thereof   next 
ff^icbamStvcni\&^  out  of  the  ad- 
joining feveral  Fen  Grounds  of 
Thomas  Whimie^    three   Roods 
artd   feventeen  Perches  at  the  1 1 
North-eaft  End  thereof;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of  <— •— 
Bradford^  Gtat.  one  Rood  and 
thirty-five  Perches  at  the  Eaft 
End  thereof  i  out  of  the  ieveral 
Fen  Ground  of  WiUiam  Smithy 
two  Roods  and  twelve  Perches  at 
the  Eaftern  End  thereof ;  out  of 
the  adjoining  (qreral  Fen  Ground 
of  fbomas  JJhlandj  one  Acre  at 
the  Eaftern  End  thereof;  out  of 
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the  fcveral  Fen  Ground  of  John 
fUfpe^  two  Roods  and  two 
Perches  at  [he  Eaftera  Ejid  there- 
of; out  of  the  fevcral  Fen 
Ground  of  Ctorge  Afpland^  one 
Rood  and  thirty-four  Perches  at 
the  Eaft  End  thereof ;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  in  the  Oc- 
cupation of  Widow  Smithy  one 
Rood  and  thirty  Perches  at  the 
Eaftpnd  thereof  j  out  of  the  fe- 
veral Fen  Ground  of  Edmund 
v^/tf«if,  one  Rood  and  thirty  Per- 
ches at  the  Eaft  End  thereof;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  oijobn 
jiddams,  three  Roods  and  eight 
Perches  at  the  Eaft  End  thereof; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground 
of  John  Whitings  two  Roods  and 
eight  Perclics  at  the  Eaft  End 
thereof;  and  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  IVilliam  JVhinne, 
two  Roods  and  four  Perches 
at  the  Kitt  End  thereof. 


{Dttt  of 

Ground  of 
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the    fcveral    Fcrti 
Gederilj  Gent,  | 


lying  between  Gaul  Fen  and  I 
H^icbam  Mead  Lands,  Six  Acres  f 
and  two  Roods  ac  the  North  t 
Weft  End  thereof.  J 

'  €)ttt  of  the  fcveral  Fcni 
Ground  of  John  Phippe^  lying  | 
in  MepaU  afore(aid,  abutting  up-  i 
on  Block  Fen,  one  Acre  and  j 
twenty-two  Perches  at  the  South  I 
End  thereof.  J 

Dttt  of  the  feveral  Fen*^ 
Ground  of  -—  ff^igmore^  Gent.  { 
lying  in  MepaU  aforefaid  and  I 
joining  unto  Block  Fen,  one  Acre,  f 
two  Roods  and  thirty  Perches  at 
the  Nonh-eaft  End  thereof. 

£)Ut  Of  the  feveral  Fcn^ 
Ground  of  Thomas  j4fplandj  lying 
in  Mepall  afore&id,  adjoining 
alfo  unco  Block  Fen,  one  Acre 
and  one  Rood,  and  twenty-four 
Perches  at  the  North  End 
thereof. 

€)Ut  of  the  feveral  or  late  in- ' 
clofed  Fen  Grounds  of  Mepall 
aforefaid,  called  Block  Fen  or 
Block  Moor,  lying  on  the  North 
Side  of  Bedford  River,  one  hun^ 
dred  thirty -nine  Acres  and  two 
Roods ;  (chat  is  to  fay)  out  of 
the  Grounds  of  Thomas  fVhinnej 
and  divers  others,  lying  together 
undivided,  adjoining  uoto  North 

Fen 
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Fen  in  Sutton^  fourreen  Acres, 
three  Roods  and  five  Perches 
abutting  upon  Bedford  R: 
aforefiidj  one  incire  Fen  Groui 
of  John  JVbinne,  abutting  upon 
Sutton  Norih  Fen,  containing 
one  Acre  and  two  Roods;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of  Tho- 
mas /^fpland,  John  Adams,  James 
Adcroft,  Richard  Ho'.diag,  Wil- 
liam Bird  and  Widow  Rathamt 
adjoining  unto  Sutton  North  Fen, 
eleven  Acres,  three  Roods  and 
ten  Perches,  as  the  fame  is  pro- 
portionably  fet  out  and^lock- 
ipictcd,  at  the  Weft  Ends  of 
the  faine  Grounds  next  Sutton 
North  Fen  aforefaid  ;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  Tho- 
mas Afpland  the  Elder,  ad- 
joining to  Sutton  North  Fen, 
three  Acres  and  thirty  Perches 
at  the  North  Side  tliereof;  out 
of    the    feveral     Fen     Ground  ; 


(  >7i  ) 

ttonably  fet  out,  lockfpitted  and 
divided  from  every  of  the  faid 
Grounds ;  out  of  the  fcveral  Fen 
Ground  of  — —  fVigmore^  Gent. 
abutting  upon  Bedf(^d  River  and 
the  Way  in  Block  Fen,  one  Acre 
abutting  upon  Bedford  River 
aforefaid',  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  of  Mercy  Carter^  Wi- 
dow, lying  between  Fur  Fen  and 
the  Way  in  Block  Fen,  eighteen 
Acres  and  fifteen  Perches  at  the 
North  End  of  the  fame  Grounds ; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground 
of  George  ff^alnej  adjoining  unto 
fur  Fen,  three  Acres  at  the  Eaft 
End  thereof;  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  George  Afpland^ 
adjoining  upon  two  Fen  Grounds 
of  Widow  Raibamj  two  Acres, 
three  Roods  and  thirty-two 
Perches  5  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  of  Thomas  ff^nne^  ly- 
ing between  the  Grounds,  of 
Richard  Cooper  and  John  Adams^ 
three  Acres  at  the  Weft  End 
of  the  fame  Ground ;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  John 
Adamsy  lying  between  the 
Grounds  of  Tbomai  fVbinne  and 
William  Wbinnej  three  Acres 
and  ten  Perches  at  the  Nortn 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  next  ad- 
joining feveral  Fen  Ground  now 
or  late  of  WilliMmstFbifmt^  three 

Acres 
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Acres  and  one  Rood  at  the  Eaft 
End  thereof}  out  of  the  nexc 
adjoining  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  ^omas  IVbinney 
three  Acres,  two  Roods  and 
eighteen  Perches}  and  otic  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  now  or 
late  of  Richard  Cooper,  adjoining 
upon  Block  Fen' in  Cbater^tt  fix 
Acres,  two  Roods  and  thirty-fix 
Perches  at  the  North  Side  I 
thereof.  J 

I  ®ut  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Qe  3|fle.  Ground  called  Middle  Moor,  ly. 
ing  in  Sutton  in  the  faid  Ide  of 
Ety  and  County  of  Cambruigt, 
thirty-feven  Acres  abutting  upon 
the  South  Side  of  Bedford  River.  . 
Cut  of  the  Fen  Grounds  in 
Sutton  aforefaid,  called  North 
Mead-lands  and  Somh  Mead- 
lands,  one  hundred  feventy-five 
Acres,  abu[ting  upon  the  Middle 
Moor  aforefaid    and    upon    the 
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€)ttt  of  four  other  ancient 
feveral  Fen  Grounds  in  Sutttm 
aforefaid,  lying  near  Eritb  Cau- 
iey,  called  Cocks  Nefts,  four 
Acres  and  three  Roods ;  (chat  is 
CO  fay)  out  of  the  Grounds  be- 
longing to  the  Dean  and  Chap- 
ter of  Ely^  one  Acre,  two  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  South 
Side  thereof;  out  of  the  Ground 

of Drury^  Gent,  one  Acre, 

two  Roods  and  ten  Perches  at 
the  South  Side  thereof  -,  out  of 
the  Ground  of  '  ■  ■■  Carter^ 
Gent,  three  Roods  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  South  Side  thereof ; 
and  out  of  the  Grounds  of  John 
Toy  lour  ^  two  Roods  and 'thirty 
Perches  at  the  South  Side 
thereof. 

Out  Of  the  feveral  or  late,  in* 
clofed  Fen  Grounds  of  or  be- 
longing to  Sutl&ft  aforefaid,  lying 
on  both  Sides  of  the  £aid  new 
River  called  Bedford  River,  eight 
hundred  fixty  and  two  Acres; 
(that  is  to  fay)  out  of  the  feveral 
and  late  indofed  Fen  Grounds 
lying  on  the  North  Side  of  the 
faid  new  River,  fix  hundred 
Acres ;  (viz.)  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  called  Linle  Hal- 
wood^  forty-three  Acres,  one 
Rood  and  fifteen  Perches  at  the 
Souch  Part  of  the  lame  Ground, 

abutting 
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abutting  upon  the  Fen  Ground 
called  North  Mead-landa  and  the 
"Weft  Water;  outofthe  fereral 
and  late  inclofed  Fen  Grounds 
lying  in  Weft  Fen  on  the  North 
.  Side  of  Bedford  River,  being 
CDC  hundred  and  Sixteen  in 
Number,  two  •  hundred  fifty- 
eight  Acres,  three  Roods  and 
eleven  Perches,  as  the  fame  is 
already  by  Lockfpits  or  fnull 
Trenches  prt^rtionally  fet  out 
and  dividra  from  every  of  the 
faid  hundred  ■  and  fixteen  fevcral 
Fen  Grounds ;  out  of  the  feverat 
and  late  inclofed  Fen  Grounds 
lying  in  Middle  Fen,  on  the  ' 
North  Side  of  the  faid  River, 
being  eleven  in  Number,  twenty- 
three  Acres  and  eleven  Perches, 
as  the  fame  is  alio  already  by 
Loclifpits  or  fmall  Trenches  pro- 
portiofially  )et  out  and  divided 
from  every  of   the  faid  eleven 


^oo 
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DUt  of  the  feveral  or  late 
clofed  Fen  Grounds  of  or  be*- 
nging  to  Sutton  aforefaid,  lying 
1  the   South  Side  of  Bedford 
[iver,      being     one     hundred 
vcnty-two  in  Number,  two  hun- 
red  fixty-two  Acres,  as  the  fame 
I  already  by  Lockfpits  or  fmall 
Trenches  proportionally  fet  our, 
i?vcred  anfd  divided  from  every 
)f  the  faid  one  hundred  twenty 
:wo  indofed  Grounds ;  (that  is  to 
Fay)  out   of   the    inclofed   Fen 
Grounds  called  Tween  Ditches, 
being  eight  in  Number,  fourteen 
Acres,  as  the  fame  is  proportio- 
nally fet  out  as  aforefaid  ;  out  of 
the  late  inclofed  Grounds  called 
Manymaif^  Doles,  lying  between 
Sutton  Caufey  and  the  Way  lead- 
ing to  South  Mead- lands  on  the 
South   Side   of  Bedford  River, 
being    four    in    Number,   five 
Acres,  two  Roods  and  twenty- 
four  Perches,  as  the  fame  is  alfo 
fet  out  and  divided  as  aforefaid. 
Out  of  the  late  inclofed  Fen 
Grounds,  lying   between  South 
Mead-lands,    the  faid  Grounds 
called  ^ween  Ditches,   the  faid 
Grounds  called  Manymanh  Doles, 
Sutton^  Gravelly  the  hard  Lands 
of  Sutton^  the  Grounds  of  divers 
Men  in  South  Fen  lying  undi- 
vided,   the  Ground   of   Robert 
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Guitlon  abutting  upon  Haddenbam 
Fen,  and  the  common  Fen 
Ground  of  Haddmham  called 
fmall  Fen,  being  fifLy-feven  in 
Number,  ninety-one  Acres,  one 
Rood  and  thircecn  Perches,  as 
the  fame  is  alfo  fee  out  and  di- 
vided as  aforefaid  i  out  of  the 
late  inclofed  Fen  Grounds,  lying 
between  the  Fen  Ground  of  Ro- 
bert Peacock,  abutting  upon 
liaidenham  Common  aforefaid  ; 

ihe  feveral  Fen  Ground  of  ' 

Jedercl,  Gent,  lying  in  South 
Fen  aforefaid,  the  hard  Lands  of 
Sutlon,  the  common  Fen  Grounds 
of  IVcniworlh,  and  the  fiid  Com- 
mon Fen  of  Haddenbam  called 
Small  Fen,  being  twelve  in  Nuih- 
ber,  feveniy-two  Acres  and  ten 
Perches,  as  fhe  fame  is  alio  fee 
out  and  divided  as  aforefaid;  out 
of  the  !.iie  ini,lofed  Fen  Grounds 
lying  between  Suiton  Gravel, 
Nonh     Mead-lanJs.     and     the 
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ic  South- weft    Part  ^  thereof; 
ut  of   the  late   inclbfed   I%n 
Jrounds  lying  in  Weft  Fen>  on 
he  faid  South  Side  of  Bedford 
ilivcr,  being  fourteen  in  Num- 
)cr,  twenty-two  Acrcs^    as  the 
ame  is  alfo  fet  out  and  divided 
2S  aforeiaid ;  out  of  the  kte  in- 
dofed  Fen  Grounds,   Jying  be- 
tween Weft  Fen  aforefaid,  the 
GauUwojf  and  the  bard  Lands  of 
StUtahy  being  four  in  Number, 
fix  Acres  and  twenty  Perches,  as 
the  fame  is  alfo  fet  out  and  di- 
vided as  aforeiaid ;  and  out  of 
the  late   indofed  Fen  Grounds 
lying  between  the  faid  Gaultway^ 
the  faid  new  River  called  Bedford 
River,  the  Grounds  of  Mepall^ 
and  the  hard  Lands  of  Sutton^ 
being    thirteen     in     Number, 
twenty-three  Acres  and  twenty 
Perches,  as  the   fame    is    alfo 
divided  and  fet  out   as  afore- 
iaid. 

€)Ut  Of  the  common  Fen' 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Chartreffe^  in  the  (aid  Ifle  of  Efy 
and  County  of  Catnbridge^  three 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-fix  Acres;  (that  is  to  fay) 
out  of  the  common  Fen  called 
Normore^  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  ten  Acres,  abutting 
upon  Dodington  Leame  and  the 

N  bard 
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bard  Lands  oF  Hmtyi  out  of  the ' 
Common  Fen  called  LMigwtod. 
Fen,  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
Acres,  adjoining  upon  Bhck  Fen, 
and  the  Fen  calfed  iVenruy  of    : 
JVbHatf  Fen,    and  the   Mead 
Lands  of  H^icbann  out  of  the 
laid  common  Fen  Ground  oUkd 
Wetituy  or  fVbimey  Fen,   three 
hundred  Acres    abutting   upon 
Langwood  Fen  and  Blotk    Fea 
aforefaid  )  oat  of  the  commoa 
Fen  Ground  called  Rough  Weft 
Moor,   fire  hundred  ninetT-Iix 
Acres  at  the  North  Part  of  the 
fame  Fenj   abutting  upon   the 
comnion  Fen  called  Bee/eHngj, 
and  the  hard  Lands  called  IVilfy 
Heath }  and  out  of  the  common 
Fen  Grounds  called  Curfe  aod 
Gore,  four  hundred  Acres,  abut- 
ting upon  DedingtoH  Leame  and 
the  Gravel  Way  near  the  old 
Eawe  leading  unto  Dedtngten. 
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0Ut  of  the  Fen  Ground  in 
the  feveral  PolTelfion  of  Sefteney 
BeltSy  Efq;  called  Block  Fen, 
eighty-nine  Acres  and  a  half, 
abutting  upon  U^hdm  Mead 
lands  and  JLdn^ood  Fen  afore 
laid. 

£)Ut  of  the  feveral  Fen' 
Grounds  in  Cbartrejfe  aforelaid, 
called  the  old  &nes^  one  hun- 
dred and  fiv^  Acres,  one  Rood 
and  twenty  Perches,  as  the  fame 
is  already  proportionaHy  by  Lock* 
Ipits  or  Imall  Trenches  divided 
and  fee  out  ;.(that  is  to  fay)  out 
of  the  Ground  called  the  Town 
Meadow,  two  Acres,  t>vo  Roods 
and  thirty-three  Perches  at  the 
South-eaft  Part  thereof-,  out  of 
the  Ground  of  Sefteney  Bruce^ 
three  Acres,  One  Rood  and  thirty 
Perches  at  the  North-eaft  Part 
thereof;  out  of  the  Ground  of 
Widow  MattheweSy  four  Acres, 
two  Roods  and  thirty  Perches  at ' 
the  South  End  thereof ;  out  of 
the  Ground  of  — -~  Trice^  Gent, 
called  Pickerell's  Fen,  four  Acres 
and  one  Rood  at  the  South  End 
thereof;  out  of  the  Ground  of 
Thomas  Keete^  two  Acres,'  two 
Roods  and  five  Perches  at  the 
North- weft  End  thereof;  out  of 
the  Ground  of  John  Legerion, 
two  Acres,    three    Roods    and 

N  2  thirty 
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thirty-two  Perches  at  the  North- 
weft  End  thereof  J  out  of  the 
Ground  of  William  Dring,  four 
Acres  and  fix  Perches  at  the 
North-eaft  Part  thereof;  cue  of 
the  Ground  of  Richard  Reade  and 
fVilliam  Dring,  two  Acres,  three 
Roods  and  ten  Perches  at  the 
North-eail  Part  thereof-,  the  in- 
tire  Fen  Ground  of  Robert  Vint- 
ner, Gent.  lying  between  the 
Grounds  of  Befteney  Bruce  afore- 
faid  and  Richard  CampCy  con- 
taining eleven  Acres,  three  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  ;  out  of  the 
ikid  Ground  of  Thomas  Campe, 
one  Acre  and  two  Roods  at  the 
Eaft  End  thereof-,  out  of  the 
Ground  of  John  Tye,  one  Acre 
and  two  Roods  at  the  Eaft  Part 
thereof;  out  of  the  Ground  of 
Rokrl  Rap,  Reynold  JValJbam 
and  'Thomas  Curde,  five  Acres, 
two  Roods  and  fifteen  Perches, 
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mnd  one  Rood,  let  oQt  s(s  afore- 
laid,  at  the  Bjb&  Ends  of  the 
laid  Grounds  I  out  of  the  ac^oin-' 
iog  Grouods  of  Martin  Bend 
and  Ricbard  Cooper^  foot  Acres 
and  one  Rood,  fet  out 'ds  afore* 
iaid,  ac  the  Eaft  Ends  of  the 
faid  Grounds ;  out  of  theGrounds 
of  Ricbard  LanUft^  Jolm  Reade^ 
Tbmas  Wrigbt^  fbimas  Rofe^  and 
John  Reafin^  feven  Acres'  and 
ten  Perches^  fet  out  as  aforelaid, 
at  the  Eqft  Ends  of  the  laid 
Grounds;  out. of  the  Ground  of 
— —  Cajik^  Gent,  lying  next 
the  fcvcrai  Ground  of  •^— -^  H^en- 
dye  J  Efc|;i  in  Abbots  ^  Hohvood 
aforefaid,  nine  Acres,  two  Roods 
and  ten  Perches  at  the  North- 
eaft  G>rnqr  thereof;  out  of  the 
Ground  of  ^thomas  ReadCj  one 
Acre,  three  Roods  and  thirty-two 
Perches  at  the  Weft  Fart  thereof ; 
oneintire  ^en  Grcmnd  of  Ricb^ 
ard  Drin^i  lyiiig  between  the 
laft-meotiohed  Grounds  of  fbth 
mas  Reade  md  the  iSround  of 
Thomas  Campe^  abutting  upon 
the  (aid  feveral  Groiipd  of  — -— 
fFendye  afbrdaid,  consuming  fe- 
ven  Acres,;  two  Roods  and  ten 
Perches ;  9Ut  of  the  Orouiid  of 
Joim  Ruaeff  fix  Acres,  two 
Roods  an(i  five  Perches  at 
the  Eaft  Side  thereof|  ibutdng 
I     N3  *    •     upon 
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upon    the   Ground  of  3^^omas 

Campe ;   and    out  of  the   iiiid 

Ground  of  Tbsmas  Caa^^  lying 

next  the  fm-eral  Vtm  Grounds  of    ,105  i  jgl 

Sutten  called  the  Mtddk,  cJ^^t . 

Acres  and   three  Roods,  abuc- 

tii^  upon  the  laid  Grounds  in 

Sutton. 

0Ut  Of  the  feveral  Fen" 
Grounds  in  Cbarlrep  aforefaid, 
called  Hsney  Fen,  forty  Aaes  at 
the  South  Parr  of  the  fame 
Grounds,  abutting  upon  Lang- 
wsod  Fen  and  Biall  Fen. 

ilDttt  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  in  Charierejfe  aforelaid, 
called  the  Rejiiges,  forty  Acres 
and  twenty  Perches  -,  (that  is  to 
fay)  one  iniire  feveral  Fen  Ground 
of  Befleney  Belts,  Efq;  abutting 
upon  Bee/iUtig's  Fen  in  Doding- 
ton,  containing  tweniy-feven 
Acres ;  out  of  the  Ground  of 
the  faid  Btfieney  Bells,  called  ihe 
MiL;  four  Acres  and  fixteen  Per-  f 
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flHtt  of  fh^  commori  Fen*' 
Grounds  of  or  bdonging  to  Do^ 
difigtan^   Msfck^   Brnxnci   mA 
'tan^  m  the  (aid  file  of 

-WHXf  of  Csmiridgi^  cT 
to  ibme  or  \  one  of  them,  (even 
thoufand  fcHren  hundred  ninety* 
feven  Acres ;  (that  is  to  fay)  out 
of  the  commod  Fen  tailed  Put- 
ver  Fen,  ind  ?arf/>  Peo^  one 
thoufand  throe  hundred  Acres  at 
the  Eaft  Flart  thereof,  abutting 
upon  the  Fen  called  BeifeUn^s 
Fen ;  out  of  the  iaid  tomkntm 
Fen  called  J^di^/!^6  Fen,  thnse 
hundred  ^(^ty-four  Acres  at  the 
South  End  thereof,  abutting  up- 
on Weft  Water  i  out  of  the 
common  Fip:  (tailed  fXkMMire^ 
fcven   hunflfwif''  fifty-fix  Acrei, 
abutting  ujion '  the  Wtfi:  WateT 
and  the  Balik  <^ed  Cefskkf 
Bank;  outpf  the  OoiDiiiQii  fen 
Grounds  olllcd  Sim9  ¥tn  ibd 
Block  Fen,  pne  thouftnd  aod'fe» 
ven  hundred  Acrta  at  the  f^ 
Part  theredf  nciet  oota^ilfiw^i 
out  of  the  common  Fen  Qiound 
called  jBirrrAr^^  Moor,  five  hun- 
dred Acre8,rabuttiiig  upon  Ran^ 
fome  Moor  ^nd  the  River  Nmnn 
out  of  the  icpmmon  Fen  called 
WbUmooTy  joni  thoo&od  Acres 
at  the  Norfh»welt  Flart  thei«of, 
abutting  upbn  Plant 'Wmr  and 
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the  cotninon  Fens  of  IV^isbicb  ;  out 
of  the  common  Fen  called  IVicb 
Fen,  two  hundred  Acres  at  the 
South  Part  thereof,  abutting  up- 
on Dodinglojt  Leatrse  and  the 
common  Fen  called  Stowe  Fen  ; 
out  of  the  common  Fen  called 
the  Middle,  two  hundred  Acres, 
abuttinguponPiant  Water  and  the 
River  iVcflKe  ;  out  of  thecommon 
Fen  called  great  Binnie  Moor, 
four  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  at 
ihe  Eaft  Part  thereof,  abutting 
upon  the  Fen  called  Gray's  Fen, 
and  the  Lake  culled  the  Old 
Chair ;  out  of  the  common  Fen 
called  Creek  Fen,  four  hundred 
and  fix-ty  Acres  at  the  North-caft 
Part  thereof,  abutting  North-r 
ward  upon  the  common  Fen 
called  Ladus  Fen,  and  upoti  the 
leveral  Fen  Grounds  of  Robert 
Peyton,  Efq;  and  out  of  the 
common  Fens  called  Hor/e  Moor 
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Clofe,  the.  fiud  Ground'  called 
Weft- fen  Ctefci  Whoredbme 
Lake,  and  fmilefis  Dike,  two 
tboufand  $)ur  hondred  eighty* 
three  Acres  ac  the  Sourb'l^^  of 
the  fame  Ground, ''  abutting  Ebft-  t^^i 
vrard  upon  Pi^  Water  and  the 
River  Neane^  Southward  updn 
Witlefea  Dike,  called-  at^that 
Place  Saddlebow^:  Mile,  and 
Weftward ;  ikpon  Whoredonw 
Lake,  Weft'-fen  Clofe,  and-  the 
new  Dike  aforefsud,  ■  -■    v 

.     fl>ttt'Of  the*  iBibanked  leve^ 
ral  Fen  Groaiid|  «late  of  R§bert 
Peyton^  Efq;  oiie  choufibd^five: 
hundred  ar^  fijtyi Acres  ^  (that  fa  ^^  " 
to  fay)  oyf  cf  the  feweral  Ifaiv^ 
banked  fenjOpodtid^nlled  Stimtf 
Fen,  one  jthouiafad  'three  \m^V 
dred  twehty^five  gftcros'  aH  tfac-[ 
Eaft  Pare  thei«f,/^abubAig  upwi- 
the  Fen  c^lkdiCik|/Sfr  Jen^/thef 
the  Fens  of.  JMSbiQr' called  ivdiS' 
Dams  J   an4  'the  iceiMnon  Fen 
called  Sion^  Beti;  'and  out  of  the 
imbanked  ^ferend.  Fen  Grbuhd 
now  or  lat6:in  the  Occupation  of 
WiUiam  S^nasii  Doftor  of  'the' 
Law,  called -;fl9fyi 'Moor,  two 
hundred  cwerity ^five  Acres  at.  duf 
North  Eaft  ,iWithereofy  afaut-t 
ting  upon  theEens  called  Gnr^ 
Fen  and  ffjO^Bmnie  Moore. ' 


o  o 


W  k. 


f  • 


•^1550  00 


iDUt 


[  186-] 

©lit  of  chc  other  feveral  Fen  1 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Do-  I 
dingten,  March,  Benivick  and 
Wimbliitgton  aforefaid,  nine  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  Acres  j  (that 
is  to  lay)  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Ro- 
bert Piyton,  Efqj  one  hundred 
lhtrty-:hree  Acres  and  twenty 
Perches ;  (viz.)  one  intire  Fen 
lying  in  A'j rwiW  Severals,  abut- 
ting upon  the  feveral  Fen  Ground 
of  tyilUam  H^rag,  containing  one 
hundred  and  three  Acres;  one 
other  intire  Fen  Ground,  abut- 
ting upon  the  Bank  of  Walder- 
Jey  and  a  feveral  Gropnd  belong- 
ing to  Henry  finimore,  contain- 
ing eighteen  Actcs  and  three 
Roods ;  and  out  of  a  feveral  Fen 
Ground  adjoining  to  the  Part 
of  {Vhiiemcart  called  Mary's 
Hume,  and  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  of  thomai  Tyrell,  Gem 
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i  abutting  upon  Sfapir*^]S)Bov9fi$d 
*i  fFalderfey  Qa^conwiniog  forty- 
Bmne  Acres,  ^nd  ^pe  jRood  ^r)4  ^e 
p¥cnihe« ;  aii^  oii|t  «f  the  fev^ 

Fen  Ground  ijwft  ofl  thf  Jgaft  >  i^^.  i  05 

SvAt  oi  Notwaod  Q^ixfy^^  twemf  [.:  :: 

•Acres  at  \\^%  We|t  £4)4  of  tht\y 

fame  Grouiid,  f^tjing  upon  the  ' 
dftvmd  Fen  (SrOpn4  q(Mr  or  laM 

Qi  WiAovi  foHit^lf, 

fiDUt    Of    the   feveral   Fen 

Grounds  df   c^   t^i^ooglng   (to 

JFferry  Hmyirit  Qfftf*  ^ipg  ia 
^JMarcb  a(brf(«id«  .^rty^lwo  Acroi 

and  two  ]|oods  at  the  Niorthr 

caft  Side  oJF  tiwi  <iirwo<l|  QiUe^ 

p//^  H£^//l,    tying  9^^*  Pkmt 

Water,  abuictir^g  vpoQ  PldPt  W(l>- 

ter  and  the  fevcml  Fca  Qrouod  oC' 

€)UC    qf  (he   ifwqd   Fen 

Grounds   of   9r  JbolopgiAg   Ci 
Thomas  S3^f/4  Geitt*   forty-five 
Acres,     ope    Rppd    «nd    fiea    .,. 
Perches  5  (wafO  one.  mm  fcve- 1  '  ^? 
ral  Fen  Ground  Siting  upon  L . 
Plant  Water  and  Weft  Fen^  can-  L 
taining  chirty*fitw  Acres  and  two 
Roods ;  and'  out  pt^  bb  ieveral 
Ground  lyif  g  in  N0nf0&d  Seve- 
rals,  betwixt  two  (w^  Groundl. 
of  Robert  Peyton  aforeiaidi  Ainc 
Acres,    three   Roods   and    ten 
Perches  at  the  Weft  Side  thereof. 
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©Ut  of  the  fcveral  FenY 
Ground  called  the  Hundred  F 
Acres,  lyii%  near  unto  Mdn^t  [ 
twenty-five  Acres  at  the  South  f 
End  thereof,  next  the  fcveral  t 
Grounds  of  Mantf  aforefaid,         Jl 

S>Ut    of    the   Tewral    Fen-| 
Ground  called  Graff's  Fen,  fartf-  I 
four  Acres  at  the  North   ^id  V  ' 
thereof,  abutting  upon  great  Bin-  \  ■ 
nie  Moor.  "^ 

fl)Ut    Of    the    feverat    Fenl 
Ground  called  Read^  Fen,  thirty  L    , 
Acres,  abutting  upon  If^tU  Pii^le  f   ' 
.  and  the  River  Heant.  J 

flDut  of  the  fevcral  Fen  Grounds 
of  or  belonging  to  Rsbert  Pierfon, 
twenty-one  Acres,  one  Rood  and 
thirty-five  Perchesj  {viz.)  out  of 
the  Ground  lying  near  unto 
Hohbs  Dike,  eight  Acres,  three 
Roods  and  ten  Perches  at  the 
South  End  thereof,  abutting  up- 
on the  old  Drove-way  -,  and  out 


[  i89l 

J     fl)Ut    of   the    feveral    Fen 

H  liear  unto  Grainford^  nine  Acres 
]  and  three  Roods  and  twenty- 
'  eight  Perches  at  the  Eaft  Side 
thereof^ 

fl)Ut  af  the  leveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Peter  WiUiams^  thirty-four  Acre9» 
two  Roods  and  ten  Perches ;  {viz.) 
one  intire  feveral  Fen  Ground 
lying  within  a  feveral  Fen  Ground 
of  Robert  Peyton  aforelaid^  in 
Norwood  Severals,  containing 
eleven  Acres ;  and  out  of  one 
other  Ground  of  him  the  faid 
P^ter  Williams^  lying  in  the  Fen 
called  Norwood  Severals  afore- 
faid,  abutting  upon  the  old 
Drove- way,  twenty- three  Acres, 
two  Roods  and  ten  Perches  at 
the  Eaft  Part  thereof,  abutting 
upon  the  laft  mentioned  Ground 
of  Robert  Pgtm  afoTe&id. 

fiDUt  Of  the  feveral  Fen,. 
Ground  of  John  Mobbe^  abutting  J 
upon  Walderfej  Bank,  ten  Acres  > 
and  three  Roods  at  the  North  I 
End  thereof  next  the  laid  Bank.   ^ 

Out  Of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  John 
Pterfon^  twenty-feven  Acres  and 
two  Roods;  iyiz.)  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  lying 

r  near 
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near  uiito  Grtat  Crofi,  flre  Aorti  1 
and  cWo  Roods  ac  the  North  I 
Fare  thereof;  and  otic  of  one  i 
other  feveral  Pen  Grdand  in  the  f 


Occupation  of  hiiti  the  faid  yoBti 
Pierfmt,  abutCtngupon  Plant  Wa- 
ter and  the  feveml  ^en  Groutief 
of  Hetiry  Fimimorty  twenty-two 
Acres  at  the  Weft  Side  tbcrtof, 
next  the  Fen  called  W«ft  Fen.     . 

£)Ut  Of  the  fevetat  Fen 
Ground  of  ^"bmas  Sbe^ardy 
Gent,  abutting  upon  Plant  Wa- 
ter and  the  taft  tnentioiied  feve-  i 
■  ral  Ground  of  Henry  l^imoret 
fifteen  Acres  at  the  Weft  Side 
thereof  next  Weft  Fen  afore* 
faid. 

SDlIt  of  the  fevera!  Fen' 
Ground  called  Weft-fen  Qofe, 
twenty-five  Acres  at  the  Eaft 
Part  thereof  next  Weft  Fen. 

fiPut    Of    the    feveral    Fen  "1 
Ground    called 
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'I  iSDUt  of  the  feveral  Fenl 
[Ground  in  the  Tenure  or  Oc- 
€XLpsLtion  o(  ff^illiam  Sames^  Doc* 
tor  of  the  Law,  called  Browifs 
Fen  or  Cook^Sf  Fen,  fifty  Acres 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  North- 
weft  Part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
G/^  Lake  aforefaid. 

fblXt  of  nineteen  other  fmalll 
Severals  belonging  to  Dodtngton^ 
March  and  Binwkk  aforefaid, 
fifty-three  Acres,  two  Roods  and 
thirty -two  Perches,  as  the  fame 
is  already  proportionally  by  Lock- 
fpits  or  fmall  Trenches  divided 
and  fee  out  from  every  of  the 
faid  nineteen  feveral  Pen  Grounds ; 
(that  is  to  fay)  out  of  the  Ground 
of  Widow  Ctf//^/,lying  near  Grtf/». 
ford^  one  Acre  at  the  South  End 
thereof.  Out  of  the  Ground 
of  — —  Barret  J  Gent,  called 
Mundford^%  Lands,  two  Acres, 
one  kood  and  thincen  Perches 
at  the  South  Side  thereof;  out 
of  the  Ground  of  Thomas  WaU 
fanty  called  alfo  Mundford^s 
Lands,  three  Acres,  two  Roods 
and  five  Perches  at  the  Eaft  Part 
thereof,  nexc  unto  the  Drove- 
way  ;  out  of  the  Ground  of  Tho- 
mas Emerforiy  one  Acre,  three 
Roods  and  fifteen  Perches  at  the 
South  Side  thereof;  out  of  the 
Ground  of  John  Neale^  two 
Acres,  one   Rood  and   twenty 

Perches 
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Perches  at  the  Ndrth  Parr  there- 
of j  out  of  the  Ground  of  Wi- 
dow SoutbwaUt  idjoining  unto 
Norwood  Caufey,  five  Acres  and 
twenty  Perches  at  the  North 
Part  thereof,  abutting  upon  tVal- 
derfea  Bank ;  out  of  the  Ground 
of  William  Shepbeard^  lying  in 
the  feveral  Fen  called  Edmunds 
Severalsa  three  Acres  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  South  End  there- 
ofv  out  of  the  Ground  late  of 
— —  Dealhy  Yeoman,  lying  in 
the  Fen  called  Joane  Sadd's  Hole, 
two  Acres,  one  Rood  and  fix 
Perches  at  the  Eaft  Part  thereof  j 
out  of  the  Ground  of  John  Sbere- 
man,  lying  near  Burrsugb  Moor, 
fix  Acres,  three  Roods  and  fif- 
teen Perches  at  the  Eaft  End 
thereof;  out  of  the  Ground  of 
Everard  Buckworth,  Eftj;  lying 
near  Nufes  Green,  three  Acres, 
one  Rood  and  eight  Perches  at 
the  Weft  Side  thereof;    out  of 


. 
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[three  Roods  and  eight  Perches  at 
the  Weft  Part  thereof,  next  un- 
to the  Common ; .  out '  of  the 
Ground  called  JP'ifamouibi  four 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  thirty- 
eight  Perches  at  the  North-weft 
£nd  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
River  N^anii  out  of  a  Ground 
nea,r  Bmwuk  csiiled  Pdgdfile^  two^ 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  twenty-' 
four  Perches^  u  the  l^orth>weft 
End  thereof ;  out  of  the  Ground 
of  ff^iUiam  Smith  in  Dike  Moor, 
abutting  upon  BeefeUf^s  Lode  1 
and  the  Weft  Water,  four  Acres  I 
at  the  Eaft  End  thereof  $  out  of  I 
the  Ground  of  Sdtmul  Wrigbt^ 
Dodlor  of  Divinity,  lying  in 
Dike  Moor  afordlaid,. three  Roods 
and  ten  Perches  at  the  North-eaft 
End  thereof;  out  of  the  Ground 
of  Widow  Cok^  lying  near  Ben- 
wick  Meer,  one  Acre  it  the 
North  End  thereof  next  Weft 
Water ;  and  out  of  the  Ground 
of  Robert  Burrm^hsy  lying  near 
Benwickj  one  Acre  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  North-eaft  Side 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  River 
Neane. 

€)Ut  of  the  GomrzH>n  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging*  to 
IVitUfiy^  in  the  faid  Iflc  or  Ely 
and  County  of  CamBridge^  five 
thoufand  £l?e  hundred  twenty- 
fcven  Acres ;  (that  is  to  fay)  the 

O  intire 
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iniire  common  Fen  called  North 
Fen,  containirg  one  ihoufand 
feventy-eight  Acres,  abutting 
Wcftward  upon  the  Mow  Fens 
of  ff^:tlefey,ca\kd  Nortbey^  North- 
ward upon  thefevcral  Fen  Grounds 
called  Prior's  Fens,  Eaftward 
upon  Ddfe  Dike,  and  Southward 
upon  Mar/en's  Learn  i  the  iniire 
common  Fen,  lying  between  the 
New  Drain  or  Way  extending 
from  Willefey  to  the  hard  Lands 
of  Upwaod,  Witlefey  Dike,  and 
the  new  Cut  or  Drain  called  Be- 
vers  Learn,  containing  two  thou- 
fand  feventy-eight  Acres,  abut- 
ting Wcftward  upon  the  faidnew 
Drain  or  Way  Northward  upon 
Witlefey  Dike,  and  South-eaft- 
ward  upon  the  faid  new  Drain 
called  Bevel's  Learaj  the  intire 
common  Fen  called  South  Pin- 
gle,  containing  fifty-nine  Acres, 
abutting   Weftward    upon    the 
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tf  upon  South  Lake  or  Stert^  Ea^ 
V  £afl:ward  upon  the  Dike,  extend- 
f  ik^  from  Mbrtof^s  Leatn,  near 
Mid-fen  Tree^  unto  South  Lake 
or  Slerne    Ed    afore£ud,    and 
Northward  Upon  Martotfs  Learn 
aforefaid  \  out  of  the  common 
Fen  Grounds   lying  ^near  unto 
Eaftrea  called  Eqjlrea  Fen  or  the 
JFipe^  nine  hundred  thirty  and 
two  Acres^  abutting  Weftward 
upon  Beggers  Dike,  Southward 
Upon  the  new  Drain  called  Be- 
velh  Learn,  Eaftward  upon  the 
new  Dike  extending  kom  Weft- 
fen  Clofe  unto  Sputh  Lake  or 
Sterne  Ea^  and  Northward  upon 
South  Lake  or  Sterne  Ea  afore- 
faid; and  out  of  the  common 
Fen  Ground  called  the  A&or^ 
fix  hundred  forty-fix  Acres  at  the 
North-weft  Part  thereof,  abut- 
ting Weftward  upon  SteJ^s  Dike, 
and   Northward  upon  the  laid 
New  Drain  called  £^/^s  Learn.   J 
(DUt    Of    the    feveral    Fen" 
Ground    of    or    belonging    to 
fVitlefy  afore&id,  called  Prtor^t 
Fens,  one  hundred  eighty-nine 
Acres,  as  the  lame  is  already 
dividol  and  indofed  from  the 
Refidue  of  the  iaid  Fens  \  (that 
is  to  lay)  out  of  the  Ground  of 
Richard  Auldfield^  fifty  Aaes  at 
the  Soucb-eaft  Part  thereof;  out 
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of  the  Ground  of  Widow  Pen- 
nttt  two  Acres,  one  Rood  and 
twenty-eight  Perches  at  the  South 
Part  thereof ;  out  of  the  Grounds 
of  Henry  Praty  Gent,  adjtnning 
to  the  Grounds  of  Richard  AtdA- 
fieJd  aforelaid,  called  Jfix  Fen, 
forty-feven  Acre^  three  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  Souifa- 
weft  End  thereof,  abutting  upon 
North  Fen }  out  of  the  Grounds 
.of  ^obn  ElkiHf  Gent,  forty-four 
Acres,  three  Roods,  and  two 
Perches  at  the  South-eaft  Part  of 
the  fame  Grounds  i  out  itf  tbe 
Ground  of  — ~  Dan/on,  Gent. 
three  Acres,  one  Rood,  and  fif- 
teen Perches  at  the  Weft  End 
thereof;  out  of  the  Ground  of 
— ■'■  SummtTt  Gent,  three  Acres, 
one  Rood  and  fifteen  Perches  at 
the  Eaft  End  thereof ;  Out  of  the 
Ground  of  — —  Arm^eJ^  Gent  ■ 
eleven  Acres,  three  Rtrods  and 
thirty  Perches  at  the  Weft  End 
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3*1  SDUt  of  the  fcvcral  Fen  1 
■Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
^jStanground  in  the  County  of 
Huntingdon  J  cafled  I^egge  Fen  and 
ff^hite  Fen  Clofe,  lying  in  the 
faid  Ifle  of  Ely  and  County  of 
Cambridge^  one  hundred  twenty- 
feven  Acres,  abutting  Northwar(f 
upon  Morton^s  Learn,  and  Eaft- 
ward  and  Southward  upon  the 
fcveral  Grounds  of  fFitlefy. 

^Ut  of  the  mowing  Fen 
Ground  belonging  xoSianground 
aforefaid,  called  Nartbeaj  lying 
in  the  faid  Ifle  of  Efy  and  Coun- 
ty of  Cambridge^  fixty-f  our  Acres, 
as  the  fame  is  already  divided  and 
inclofed  at  the  South-caft  Part  of 
the  fame  Ground, 

SDut  of  the  demean  Fen^ 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  the 
Lordfhip  of  Forney ^  in  the  faid 
Ifle  of  Ely  arid  County  of  Cam- 
bridge^  four  thoufand  Acres,  abut- 
ting Eaftward  upon  the  common 
Fen  of  Wisbicb  called  H^h  Fen, 
and  the  common  Fen  Grounds 
of  Sutton  in  Holland^  Southward 
upon  the  Fen  Grounds  of  TFi- 
ilefey^  called  BaJfen-H^W  Moor, 
and  Northward  upon  the  South 
£^a  Bank. 
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mttm  in  ^Ut  of  the  common  Fen  X 
^UitnOt  Grounds  of  or  belonging  cq 
Su/tonin  Holland^  in  the  County 
pf  Lincoln,  lying  tn  the  laid  Ifle 
of  Efy  and  County  of  Cam- 
bridge, four  hundred  and  forty 
AcreSi  abutting  £)aftward  upon 
the  common  Fen  of  Wisbicb, 
Southward  upon  the  Lake  called 
the  Wride,  and  Weftward  upon, 
the  Fen  Ground  of  "Tborney  c^lad 
Knarre  Fen. 
2riflj(c6.  JDut  Of  the  common  Fen  ' 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
W^isbicb,  in  the  faid  IQe  of  Ely 
and  County  of  Cambridge,  two 
thoulknd  fix  hundred  forly- 
eighc  Acres  -,  (that  is  to  fay)  one 
intire  Fen  Ground,  lying  near 
6«y  Hume,  between  Morton's 
liCam,  the  new  Drain  called 
Bevel's  Leam,  Surne  Ea  or  South 
Lake,  and  the  common  Fens  in 
Witlefia  called  the  Middle,  con- 
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^1  Fen   Ground,   containing   one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  thirty- 
two  Acres,  lying  between  the 
£wdFivc-and-twcnty  Foot  Drain,  r*H*  ®'  ^ 
ISnarre  Lake,  and  the  Drain  or  I 
Way  leading  from  Pekirkc  Mea-  I 
dow  unto  Gay  Hurne.'  J 

©Ut  Of  the  fevcral  Fenl 
Ground  belonging  to  tPUbkb  [ 
aforefaid,  called  ^itbrocken  Y\o\t^  | 
fourfcore  Acres  at  the  Weft  End  V 
of  the  fame  Ground  abutting  1 
Northward  upon  South  Ea  \ 
Bank.  i 

fl)Ut  of  the  common  Fen 
Ground  of  or  belonging'  to 
Elme^  in  the  (aid  Ifle  of  Efy 
and  County  of  Cambridge^  lying 
between  Coldbam  Bank  and  Elme 
Learn,  fifty  Acres  at  the  South* 
weft  Part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
Elme  Learn  and  a  feveral  Fen 
Ground  of  Roieri  P^tOHi^  Eiq; 
called  great  Sedge  Fen. 

©at  of  the  feveral  Fenl 
Ground  in  Elme  aforef^d,  be- 
longing unto  the  Bilhop  of  Efy^ 
lying  between  Elme  Learn  and  the 
old  £4,  thirty  Acres,  abutting 
upon  the  South-eaft  End  of  the 
common  Fen  Groutkl  of  Elme 
aforefaid  and  the  faid  feveral 
Ground  of  R^fhert  Pgfon  aforc- 
(aid. 
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Out    Ot    the    feveral   Fenl 
Ground  of  Robert  Peyton  afore- 
faid,  called  great  Sedge  Pen,  ad- 
joiningunto  Elme  Common  afore- 
iaid,  one  hundred  and  Seventy  ^  170  Q  '^ 
Acres,    abutting  upon  Coldf)am 
Bank,   the  laid  Ground  of  the 
Lord  Biftiop  of  ^^,  and  the  faid 
common  Fen  of  Elme, 
..aBtttliF^ITt    flDut  of  the  common    Fen' 
Ground  called  Ladus  Fen,  and 
Lake  Fea,  lying  within  the  Hun- 
dred of  fVisbicb^  in  the  faid  Ifle 
of  J^Iy  and    County  of    Cam- 
bridge^ fix  hundred  and  fourfcore 
Acres  at    the    South-weft  End 
thereof,  abutting  upon  Part  cf 
the  common  Fen  of  Dodington 
and  March,'  called  Creek  r?n, 
lying  between  Elme  |L,eam  and 
the  River  Niane. 

SDUt  of  the  common  Fen^ 
Ground  called  Eaujy  Moor,  ly- 
ing within  the  faid  Hundred  of 
Wisbicb,  in  the  faid  Ifle  of  Ely 
and  County  o^ Cambridge,  bound- 
ed with  the  River  Neane^  Well- 
^^  River,  Di^r^^  Lode,  and  the  v  1964  9  q 
Lake  called  the  Old  Chair,  one 
.  thoufand  nine  hundred  fijctyrfour 
Acres  at  the  North- weft  Part 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  faid 
Lake  called  the  Old  Chair,  the 
kiver  tfeane,  and  the  Dike 
CiJied  the  New  DiJk^c. 
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^/fl)Ut  of  the  (ponnnon  Fiai" 
^ound      called      SiffJI^S'Mfaif 

■idfurnCy  or  ff^eU  Ping1e»    lying 
^nthin  the  faid  Ifle  of  Ely  and 
^       ity  of  Cemhridge^  between 
^jhe  faid  J..ake  qilled  the   Old 
yl^hiir  and  Read^  Fen  io  Marshy 
Ichirty-Ibc  Acres,  abutting  upon 
,  itbe  Old  Chair  aforeiaid  mxl  upon 
ithe  River  Necme. 
f     £)Ut   of  the  comtnon  Fen* 
'  .Grounds   of  or    belonging    to 
XJp^^lh  OutweU  and  WeUnej^  in 
the  County  of  N^ffolkj  and  in 
I  the  faid  Ifle  of  Ely  and  County 
of  Cambridge^  or  foipe  or  one 
of  them,  one  thoufand  five  bun* 
.  dred  and  forty  Acres;  (that  is  to 
fay)  out  of  the  common    Fen 
Ground  called  Nioi  Moor,  and 
tbe   Lots,   feven  hundred  and 
l^fty  Acres  at  the  Eaft  End  of 
the  fame  Ground  next  unto  Well 
Creek,  abutting  Southward  upon . 
the  Fens  called  Londoners  Fen$^ 
Northward  upon  Lmdan  Lode, 
the  Fen  Ground  in  the  Occupa- 
pation    of    ^riftrem    Diamndj 
Gent,    and  the   common   Fen 
called  Outwett  pingk};  out  of  the 
common    Fen  Grounds   called 
Sbevensj  two  hundred  Acres  at 
the  Eaft  Side  thereof,  abutting 
upon  Cau(cy  Dike  aiK}  l^kdcet 
^ay }  out  of  dbe  connmon  Fen 

Grounds 
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Grounds  called  Common  Piece 
and  Hale  Fen,  five  hundred  and 
ninety  Acres ;  (viz.)  the  faid  in- 
tire  Fen  called  the  ComtncMi 
Piece-,  and  the  Refidue,  being 
four  hundred  fifty-fix  Acres,  out 
of  the  faid  common  Fen  called 
Hale  Fen,  at  the  North-eaft 
Fart  thereof,  abutting  upon  Bed' 
fcrdRivct  and  the  feveral  Ground 
belonging  unto  tVellng  Ctiappel, 
called  Sedge  Fen. 

SDllt  Of  the  feveral  Feri  =( 
Grounds  called  Londoners  Fens, 
being  late  Parcel  of  (he  common 
Fens  of  l/pn-ell  and  IFellncy  ^fore- 
hid,  eight  hundred  Acres,  asihe 
fame  is  already  fet  out,  and  by 
Lockfpits  or  fmall  Trenches  fe- 
vered and  divided  from  the  Re- 
fidue of  ihe  faid  Fens,  in  Man- 
ner and  Form  following;  (that 
is  to  fay)  one  intire  Fen  Ground 
belonging  to    Sir    Robert   Bell, 


-J 
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^  ^crcs  and  three  Roods ;   out  of 
f  j>ne  other  Ground  of  him  the 
^aid  Sir  Robert  Bellj  lying  be- 
^iween  Cady\  Fen   and  London 
^HLode  aforefaid,  forty-^cwo  Acres 
y^imd   three  Roods  at  the  Weft 
fc|  End  thereof ;  out  of  the  feveral 
\  Fen  Ground  now  or  late  of  Sir 
I  Jjswis   ^rejham^    Knight,    lying 
1  between  Cady^^  Fen  and   U^ick 
f  Fen,  ninety- three  Acres  and  one 
£ood  at  the  South  End  thereof, 
abutting  upon  the  feveral   Fen 
Ground  late  of  -— •  Fincbaniy 
Genr.  in  the  Occupation  of  him 
the  faid  Sir  7>aw  Trefbam  \  out 
pf  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  lat^Jn 
the  Tenure  or  Occupation  of  Sir 
frUliam  Cokafney  Knight,  adjoin- 
ing untp  Cai;^  Fen  aforefaid, 
^nd  the  fever^  Grounds  now  or 
late  of  Sir  Jdlm  Wats^  Knight, 
one  hundred  feventy-one  Acres 
0t  the  South  Part  thereof,  abut- 
ting upon  the  Ground  of  ^orims 
Parkt  J     out    of    the    feveral 
Grounds  now  or  lafc  cif  S\r  John 
IVats^    Knighr,    three   hundred 
fifty- two  Acres  and  one  Rood, 
abutting  upon  Maid  Lode,  the 
foremen tioned  Ground  late  of  Sif' 
William  Cokqyne^  and  the  Drove- 
way  leading  through  the  Middfe 
of  the  £iid  Grounds  of  him  the 
laid  Sir  John  Wats\  out  of  the 

feveral ' 
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fcvera!  Fen  Ground  of   97fomas 
Fijichmn,    Gent,    lying   between 
Cody's  Fen  and  ffiek  Fen,   de- 
ven  Acres  and  three  Roods,  abut- 
ting on  both  Sides  of  Bedford 
River  j  out  of  the  feveraJ    Fen 
Ground  late  of  -■-   ■  Fincbam, 
Gent,  now  in  the  Occupation  of 
the  faid  Sir  Lewis  Trejham^  thir- 
teen Acres  and  one  Rood  at:  the 
Weft  Side  thereof,  abutting  up- 
on Cady*i  Fen ;  out  of  the  federal 
Fen  Ground  now  or  late  of  fia- 
tnan  k  Strafige^    Efq;    abutting 
upon  Cadfs  Fen  and  Maid  Lode, 
twelve  Acres  at  the  Eaft  Side 
thereof  next  Bidford  KwtT ;  and 
out  cF  the  feveral  Fen  Ground 
called  Hen  Middle,  abutting  up- 
on Maid   Lode,  on   the  North 
Side  of  Bedford  River,  ten  Acres, 
adjoining  lo  the   Fen  Grounds 
now  or  late  of  Sir  John  W^ats 
aforefaid,  and  upon   the  feveral 
Grounds  of  Thomas  Parkt,  Yeo- 
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It  oF  the  Fen  Ground  called 
"  ^iMoihlsy    tweacy<^ighc  Acnsi 

iotTL)  one  iotire  Piece  thereof^ 
^^ing  on  the  North  Side  of  Bed- 
SSiiW  River,  containing  nine  Acres  i 
^itnat  of  the  Ground  late  in  the 
ipatioh  of  Edward  Lech- 
Efq;  or  hisAQigns,  lying 
rzJm  the  South  Side  of  Bedford  Ri- 
^  / ver,  ten  Acres,  abutting  upon 

'the  faid  River ;  and  out  of  the 

Refidue  of  the  (aid  Ground  called 

Knobbahy  nine  Acres  at  theEaft  K  iy%  q  o 
I  End    thereof,     abuttii^    upon  j 

H^ck  Fen  and  R§a^%  Fen;  out  J! 

of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  called  I ' 

Sedge  Fen,  one  hundred  and  fifty 

Acres;  (viz.)  one  intire  Piece 

thereof  lying  on  the  North  Side 

of  Bedford  Rivtr^  containing  ele- 
ven Acres ;  ind"^  out  of  the  Re* 

iidue  of  the  tud  Fen  one  hun* 

dred  thirty-nine   Acres  at  the 

Soudi-weft  Part   thereof,  abut* 

ting  upon  Hale  Fen  and  Bedford 

River  afore(aid. 

jDat    of   the    ieveml    Fen 

Grounds  belonging    to  Ouhvell 

aforefaid,  lying  between  Popbam 

Eau  and  New  Dike,  lixty-five 

Acres,  as   the  fame  is  already 

proportionally  fet  out,  and  by 

Lockipics  or  fmall  Trenches  fe- 
vered and  divided  from  every  of 

the 
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the  faid  ihtce  feVcTftl  Fent 
Grounds,  in  Manner  and  Form  i 
following }  (that  is  to  fay)  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  be- 
longing to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Ncrwicb,  thirty-five  Acres  at 
the  Eaft  End  thereof,  abutting 
upon  Neat-Moort  and  Papbdm 
£iHcaforefaid ;  out  of  the  Grounds 
of  Trijlram  Diamond.,  Gent. 
twenty-five  Acres  «  the  South- 
cafl:  Part  thereof,  abutting  upon 
^eat-Moore  aforelaid ;  and  out 
of  the  Ground  of  Sinel^s  Bell, 
£fq-,  five  Acres  at  the  Ball  Hnd 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  &\d 
Grounds  of  the  laid  Trijiram  Di- 
amond, Gent. 

£)Ut  of  three  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  lying  in  Ladus  Fen, 
fifty-iwo  Acres  and  two  Roods, 
as  the  lime  is  already  proportio- 
nally fct  our,  and  by  Locklpits 
or  Iniall  Trenches  fevered  and 
divided  from  every  of  the  faid 
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^QUth  Pare  thereof  $  and  out  of 

j^  Ground  now  or  late  of  Sir 

^fFilUam  Reade^   Knight,    lying 

I  near  New^s  Cote,  leventeen  Acres 

and  three  Roods  at  the  North 

■  End  thereof. 

I  fl>at  of  the  feveral  Fen 
w  Ground  called  Farmers  Fen^ 
J  forty-eight  Acres  at  the  Eaft  Side 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  com- 
mon Fen  called  Eau/k  Moor. 

€>ttt  Of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  called  Loveokes^  twenty- 
one  Acres  at  the  North  End 
thereof,  abutting  upon  the  Fen 
called  the  Common  Piece. 

jDUt  Of  nineteen  feveral  Fen 
Grounds,  belonging  to  Upwell 
and  ff^eOney  aforefaid,  or  to  one 
of  them,  lying  on  the  Weft  Side 
of  WeUney  River,  between  Po^ 
fbanfs  Eau  and  Darcie  Lode, 
two  hundred  fifty-two  Acres  and 
thirteen  Perches,  as  the  fame  is 
already  proportionally  fet  out, 
and  by  Lockfpits  or  fmall 
Trenches  fevered  and  divided 
from  every  of  the  faid  nineteen 
feveral  Fen  Grounds,  in  Manner 
and  Form  following ;  (chat  is  to 
fay)  out  of  the  imbanked  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  John  Mcyfe^ 
Gent,  one  hundred  and  five 
Acres  and  thirty- fix  Perches  at 

the 
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the  South-weft  Part  thereof, 
abutting  upon  Eaujie  Moor  i  out 
of  the  imbanked  Ground  now 
or  hre   of  •  Taylor,    Genr, 

forry-fix  Acres,  two  Roods  and 
twenty  Perchesat  the  South  Part 
thereof;  out  of  the  Ground  now 
or  late  of  H^illiam  Bellamy,  two 
Acres  and  two  Roods  at  the 
South  Part  thereof;  out  of  the 
next  adjoining  Ground  now  or 
late  of  John  Bellamy,  two  Acres, 
one  Rood  and  twenty  Perches  at 
the  Weft  Part  thereof ;  out  of 

the  Ground  now  or  late  of 

Fiske,  Gent,  called  RoUingbam, 
fifteen  Acres,  two  Roods  and 
twenty-two  Perches  at  the  Weft 
Part  thereof ;  out  of  the  Ground 
row  or  late  of  •  Calver/ey, 
Doftor  of  Divinity,  eight  Acres, 
three  Roods  and  ten  Perches  at 
the  South  Corner  thereof;  out  of 
the  Ground  called  Town  Land, 
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yods  and  thirty-fu:  Perches  1 
t  of  the- Ground  now  or.  late 
Edmund  Man^  abutting  upon 
&ig^s  Lake  aforeiaidy  one  Acre 
id  twenty  Perches  at  the  Norch- 
eft  Comer  thereof ;  one  intire 
round  now  or  late  of  TbofMS 
liibe^   adjoining    to    the    laid 
rround  or  Edmund  Man^  con- 
lining  five  Acres,  three  Roods 
nd  thirty-fix  Perches  \  one  other 
ntire  Fen  Ground  now  or  late 
)f  John  Bellamy  and  Matibew 
Sellamyj    abutting  upon  Frida;^ 
Lake,  containing  four  Acres  and 
:wo  Rooda;  one  other  intire  Fen 
around  now  or  late  of  fFilliam 
Reade   aforefaid,    abutting   alfo 
upon  Friday  Lake,    containing 
feven  Acres  and  ten  Perches ; 
out  of  the  next  adjoining  Ground 
now  or  late  of  Haman  U  Slrange^ 
£fq;  nine  Acres,  one  Rood  and 
twenty- two  Perches  at  the  £a(t 
Part  thereof  *,   one   intire    Fen 
Ground  now  or  late  of  ^omas 
Fincbam^    adjoining  to  the  lad 
mentioned  Ground  of  Haman  le 
Strange  aforefaid,  containing  thir- 
teen Acres  and  two  Roods  \  out 
of  the  next  adjoining   Ground 
now  or  late  of  Roger  Praty  Efq; 
feven  Acres  and  two  Roods  ac. 
the  South  Part  thereof  -,  out  of 
the  Ground  now  or  lajie  of  John 
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Cray,  one  Acre,  two  Roods  and  V 
twenty-five  Perches  at  the  North 
Part  thereof;  out  of  the  Ground 

now  or  lace  of Reve^  Clerk, 

three  Roods  and  twelve  Perches 

at  the  South-weft  Part   thereof; 

and  out  of  the  Ground  of  Tiho-  >'252  o  t: 

mas  Crojfe,   abutting   upon    the 

Worth  Side    of   Dareie    Lode, 

eight  Acres,    three   Roods  and 

thirty  Perches  at  the  Weft  End 

thereof. 

SDUt  of  fifteen  other  feveral  = 
Fen  Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
UpweU  and  iVellney,  lying  alfo 
on  the  Weft  Side  of  fVelhey  River 
aforefaid,  between  Darde  Lode 
aforefaid  and  the  feveral  Grounds 
of  Littie-porty  lying  upon  the 
ft  me  River,  feventy-three  Acres, 
one  Rood  and  twenty  Perches, 
as  the  fame  is  already  proportio- 
nally fet  our,  and  by  Lockfpits 
or  fmall  Trenches  fevered  and  di-  , 
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eight  Perches  at  the  Sodih  Q$r- 
Bcr  thereof  v  edt  oF  th6  fev^fd 
Fen  Ground  odled  Lgwis  INif^H^ 
dow,  fevea  Aeries  add  wiWe 
Perches  at  the  Somb-wiift  End 
thereof ;  oui  of  the  liext  adjotii- 
ing  Ground  ndir  or  latc^  of  SimMt 
Hudfcny  eight  Acre^  three  Rooft 
and  thirty-dghc  F(^He8  tft  the 
South  Part  thererf}  oiicof  the 
next  adjoining  Gi'ocfcid  now  or 
late  of  John  itmAriigi^  five  Acr6% 
one  Rood  dhd  tbirtjf  Perchet  tc 
the  Eafl:  Sid^  cbareoTt  odt  tf.  the 
next  adjoining  Ground  flbw  of 
late  of  Ribeti  OmUni^  three 
Acres,  one  Rood  tfdd  eig^te^n 
Perches  at  t^  Ehfll  G6ni6r  there- 
of; out  of  jhe  Gtottod  of  Evi- 
rard  BuckwJttk^  Efqi  et^c  Aitres 
at  the  Weft!  Part  ther6»  ^  dot  of 
the  next  a(fioitmtt  GfxMikl  lace 
of  miliar  Bmk  one  Ade, 
three  Roodi  Knd  ten  Perches  at 
the  South  Corner  thereof;  oat  of 
the  next  adjoining  GncNind,  now 
or  late  of  TZ^imH  Bki^  fbiir 
Acres,  two  kpods  anSd  fix  Petches 
at  the  Weft:;  Gome^  tberedf ;  tiut 
of  the  Ground  ndw  or  kte  of 
Edward  Bind^  one  Acre,  two 
Roods  and  ten  Perdies  at  the 
South- weft  End  tberedf ;  out  of 
the  next  adjoinirig  Ground  now 
or  Jace  of  i^OfUis  ffViirSf  .Gent. 
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6vt  Acres,'  one  Rood  and 
eighteen  Perches  at  the  South- 
weft  Fart  thereof;  out  of  the 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Richard 
"Jamtiy  lying  near  Weihuj,  two 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  thirty- 
two  Fetches  at  the  North-^raft 
Grner  thereof-,  out  of  the 
Ground  now  or  late  of  WtUiam 
Cohit  and  Jois  GahU^  lying  on 
the  South  Side  of  Bedford  River, 
one  Acre  and  two  Roods  at  the 
Weft  End  thereof  j  out  of  the 
Ground  bclon^ng  to  the  Deanary 
of  Peterborougby  abutting  upon 
Marmond  Meadow,  three  Aa-es, 
two  Roods  and  eight  Ferches  at 
the  Weft  Fare  thereof  i  and  out 
of  the  faid  Ground  called  Mar' 
maid  Meadow,  five  Acres  at  the 
North-weft  Part  thereof. 

SDUt  of  twenty-three  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  belonging  to  Up- 
well  and  !!-''eU}iey  aforefaid,  or  to 
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in  Manner  and  Form  following  i 
(chat  is  to  (ay)  out  of  the  Ground 
now  or  late  of  Sir  Jotn  fFats^ 
Knight,  lying  near  P^bam  Em 
aforefaid,  ten  Acres,  one  Rood 
and  twenty-fix  Perches  at  the 
Eaft  Part  thereof;  oat  of  the 
Ground  of  Hemy  GoUwell^  ad-* 
joining  unto  the  common  Fen 
called  Sbeutns^  extending  unto 
the  faid  River  of  Wettn^^  one 
Acre  and  twelve  Perches  at  the 
Eaft  Corner  thereof;  ont'  of  the 
Ground  now  or  late  x>f  Sir /^^irr/ 
BelL,  Knight,  abutting  Upon 
Wellney  River  and  the  Ground 
belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Chap* 
ter  of  Norwicb^  eight  Acres  and 
one  Rood  and  thirty  Perches  at 
the  North-eaft  Part  thereof ;  out 
of  the  Ground  now  or  late  of 
IVilliam  Drue^  abutting  alfo  up- 
on the  faid  Ground  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Norwich^  ibur-% 
teen  Acres,  one  Rood4uid  twenty 
Perches  at  the  Eaft  find  thotof  i 
out  of  the  Ground  of  l^man  'k 
Strange^  Eiq;  called  GrM  Greenes^ 
twenty-fix  Acres,  three  Roods 
and  ten  Perches  ac  the  South. 
Part  thereof;  dut  of  the  next 
adjoining  Ground  no#  or  late  of 
John  BeUamf  and  Matthew  Bel* 
lamy^  four  Acres,  three  Roods 
and  thirty-eight  Berches  at  the 
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Eaft  End  fhcreoTi  wc  pf  fh» 
next  adjoinfng  Gropofj  pf  ^Mm 
GeJdard,   qnp   Acr«    and    fwo 
Booda  ac  thf  N(»tb  ^e  thcfiAQf  s 
out  of  the  proutid  riow  or  Ute 
of  0'illiam  Gaiie^    tbrjw  Acr^ 
three  Roods  atid  ten  Pcrchev  41 
the  North-oaft  Fart  tbCreof',  ogt 
of  the  next  adjoining  Grovad, 
now  or  late  diTr^rm  DitmoHd^ 
Gent,  three  Acres,  bne  Rood, 
and  thirty  Pcrclies  at  ilie  Eaft 
Corner    thereof  i    ou:   of    the 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Edmund 
Man,  adjoining  unto  the  Ground 
now  or  lace  of  John  Dixcn,  two 
Acres,    two  Roods  and  twenty- 
eight  Perches  at  the  South-eafl 
Corner  ihereofj  one  inrire  Feti 
Ground  now  or    laie   of  John 
DixcH  aforefaid,    bounded  with 
the  common  Fen  called  Sheuem  - 
and  the  River  of  ll-'d/ney,  con- 
taining   feven  Acres    and    two 


I  I  m  1 

^Oarck  Lodd,  Iomt  Acnes,  (wo 
^Roods  and  ten  Perphes  a(  the 
^/ South  Side  thereof  ^  one  in  tire 
^\  &vcral  Fen  Ground  be]oog^  to 
*/  the  Dean  aqd  Chapter  d  N^- 
\l  yridfj  lying  oisar  D^fU  Lode 
afordfaid,  fontaiqit^g  thirteen 
Aaes  and  thirty  Peaches  ^  put  of 
the  Ground  now  or  late  ^  Jp^n 
Bhome^  abutting  upon  thfiGround 
of  John  MarJMlfictit.  tWQ  Acres^ 
three  Roods  and  thtftir-threc  Per- 
chesat  theSouth-eaft^idle  tii^ec^i 
out  of  the  (aid  Ground  now  or 
iate  of  John  MarfhaU  aforeiaid,, 
ten  Acres,  three  Roods  and  ten 
Perches  at  the  North  End  there- 
of;  out  of  the  Ground  now  or 
late  of  ^n>mas  Cnffe^  abutting 
upon  Caufey  Dijke,  four  Acres, 
two  ij^oods,  and  ten  Fetches  at 
the  Weft  ^nd  cfaojcof ;  out  of 
the  Ground  now  or  JbM  of  Sir 
William  Refdi  alowGdji  abut- 
ting  upon  CauTey  ?E)ike  near 
JFellney^  three  Roods  and  ten 
Perches  at  the  North  End  there* 
of;  out  of  the  Ground  now  or 
late  of  Sir  Jaim  Wais,  Knight, 
abutting  upon  Maid  Lode,  three 
Acres  at  the  Eaft^  Fart  thereof ; 
out  of  the  Ground  now  or  late 
of  JabH  Stff9hidge^  lying  near 
Welifuy^  one  Aoc  at  the.  Eaft 
Part  thereof  I  out  of  the  Ground 
now  or  late  of  jMfes  Rmms^ 

P4  one 
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one  Acre  at  the  North-eaftPart 
thereof,  abutting  upon  Bedford 
River  i  out  of  the  Ground  now 
or  late  of  Francis  Waters,  lying 
on  the  South  Side  of  Bedford 
River,  abutting  u^nHale  Fen- 
and  fVfUney  River,  eleven  Acres 
and  two  Roods  at  the  South-eafl: 
End  thereof;  and  out  of  the 
Ground  now  or  late  of  Rubard 
Ward,  lying  near  PraUi,  were 
three  Acres  and  twenty  Perches 
at  the  Norih  Side  thereof. 


COM.  HUNTINGDON, 


3)am. 


OUT  of  the  commtm  Fen  ^ 
Grounds  of  or   belonging  j 

to  the  Soake  of  Somerjham^  in  the 
faid  County  of  Huntingdon,  one 
thouf-ind  lix  hundred    and  five 
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^tnon  Fens  called  High  Fen  and 
North  Fen,  one  thoufand  fivi^ 
hundred  thirty -three  Acres,  abi\c- ; 
ting  upon  the  (aid  Fen  call^ 
Croll  Lode,  and  adjoining  South* 
ward  upon  the  low  Fen  of  £tf:* 
merjham  and  the  hard  Lands,  and 
Northward  upon  the  common 
Fens  of  fVarbois  and  FeniM] 
Lode.  J 

£DUt  of  a  feveral  Fen  Ground  -^ 
in  Sotnerjham  called  Rcwty^  ele:;! 
ven  Acres  at  the  North  PsMrtT 
thereof.  •' 

iSDUt  of  the  common  Feo^ 
Grounds  of  fFarbois  or  Ramftfy 
in  the  G)unty  cof.  HiMingdcn^ 
lying  between  the  Weft  Water 
from  St.  Bennett  Qto&  unto  Fen- 
ton  Lode,  and.  along  the  laid 
I/)de  unto  the  hard  Inlands  of 
Warbois^  and  by  a  ftraight  Line 
extended  from  IViftfwe  Stone  in 
the  Fen  unto  Sr.  Benmft  Crofi 
aforefaid,  one  thooGind  eight 
Hundred  fixcy  eight  Acres  at  the 
North-weft  Pare  of  the  iame 
Ground,  on  both  Sides  of  the 
new  Drain,  extending  from  the 
bard  Lands  of  fTarhis  unto  the 
Weft  Water,  abutting  upon  the 
faid  Weft  Water,  the  Commons 
of  Ramfey  called  Eafi^nmr  and  the 
common  Fen  called /^{/^osev  Fen. 
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CSIiaitof."      flDut  of  the  common    Fen 
Grounds  called  fVifigwe  Fen,  in 
the  faid  Cot^niy  c^  Huntingdon, 
belonging  IQ Ramfe^yH^fitKveanA 
'  ^erry,  or  to  fotne  or  one  of  ihcm, 
and  boundeq  with  the  faid  com- 
mon Fens  of  fVarhois  or  Ram- 
fy^  the  hard  Lands  of  H^ifiowe  y 
and  Swry,    the  Mow  Fen    of  f 
Berry,  and  the  Lake  called   Sal-  1 
larks  Rafc,  tiiree  hundred  eighty-  I 
£x  Acres  at  the  North-eaft  Fart  I 
of  the  faid  'Ten,  abutting  iipon  I 
the  faid  common  Fen  of  Warbois  I 
;.—    ■'■  or  RamJ^,  and  the  faid  Lake  I 
called  Sd/ZanVj  Raft.  .     .  .  J 

WttVZ'  ^Ut   Ot  the  common   Fan  1 

Ground  belf>i^ng  to  Berty  in  I 
the  faid  Cofinty  of  Hunlingdfi^  l 
called  Beny  iAovt  Fen,  forty-  C 
five  Acres  4t  the  South  Pa-tof  | 
the  faid  Feq,  '  J 

Uamfep.          ©Ut   of   the  common   Fen  1 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
hois  or  Rniu, ~ 
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J&ver  Cr^wxjcA:  JKpigbf  of  i|^ 
^Honourable.  Orflgr  Qt  the  ^^tby, 
^^ne  thoufand  fgur  hundrf^  ninety 
^ind  fix  Acre^ ;  ouc  of  t  he  Sc^tb-caft 
^Part  of  thp  (%\(k  ^iQn,  oq  boih 
ides  of  thi^  4id  n^w  Draint  ex- 
tending froQithe  hare)  Mpds  of 
Wathoif  uqtQ  tlij^  Wei^  Vjfater^ 
^  and  adjoining  poen  Pulfuir  ftfi 
^\  and  Sallarie^  Sim^  ft^efiiid. 
€)Ut  of  Qfie  Qther  cooimon 
l^'en  Grouncf  of  J^nify  aforefaid, 
called  Middle  Moor^  oQiiai  jtbpu^ 
fand  eight  hHndjNsd  feVjSflty  and , 
five  Aq:es»;  abutting  Wdiy)^ 
upon  the  yew  JPjfsip  or  W^  iig^- 
leading  fronji  the  hard  ]L4nds  qf  ir 
Upwood  untf)  WUkfy^  S9iuhAy9rd 
^pgn  jhc    I^iyW'  JWm»?,    ftpci.  . 
North-eaft^fa^  »ppn  Z>#^  Pike    ^ 
and  thefevcr^(?i»iinds.caUcdtjbf 
Steds. 

©ttt  Of  9ne0ther  RcaGro»pd^ 
of  or  belongipJ;»  S^Vffy^  Upmfid, 
and  Ravel^^  firi»  fojue  fq^  one  pf 
them^  lyin^  acan)DI0i^</9s  in 
the  (aid  Coup tf  of  Huttit^don^  twp 
hundred  twf  n|tf  ^nine  4^^>  ttbiit- 
ting  upon  the  *  hard  Lances  of 
Raveley^  nf  ar  unp  a  Place  CjiHpd 
Raveiefs  ]^Qok»  and  apon  the 
Fen  Grouida  daimed  as  P^- 
eel  of  the  Manor   of  WM-J 
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SDUt  of  one  other  common 
Fen  Ground  of  or  belonging  unto 
Ramfiy  or  Upwoed^  in  the  laid 
County  of  Huntingdon,  or  to  one 
of  them,  lying  between  the  hard 
Lands  of  Upwcodznd  the  River 
Neane,  ei^t  hundred  fifty-fix 
Acres,  abutting  Weftward  upon 
the  Drain  or  Way  leading  from 
the  hard  Lands  of  Vfvwed  unto 
Witk/eyziort^i'id,  Northward  up-' 
on  the  River  Neane,  and  Eaft- 
ward  and  Southward  upon  B/U 
Lxxle  and  the  hard  Lands  6f- 
Vpwood  aforefaid.  ___ 

®Ut  of  one  other  common" 
Fen  Ground  of  or  belongif^  to 
Ramfcf  aforefaid,  lying  between 
Ramfiy  M«r  An<i  Delfe  Dike,' 
one  hundred  and  eight  Acres, 
abutting  upon  Delfe  Dike  and  the 
VCwa  Neane.  _ 

©tit     Of    the    feverai    Fen  1 
Grounds  of  Sir  Oliver  CromweL 
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ing  feventy-fix  Acres;  and  the  | 
Relidue,  being  cweiityH>ne  A€res9 1 
out  of  the  laid  Fen    Ground  I 
called    fTirin    Moor,    at   the  j 
Soudi-eaft  rare  therectf  abutting  I 
ufXMi  Abbots  Pingle  aforefiud.       J 
fl)Ut  of  the  other  feveral  Fen  "^ 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Rmih 
fty  aforefaid,  in  the  £ud  Gnin- 
ty  of  Hunii^gd^  one  hundred 
fifty-five  Acres  i  (that  is  to  £iy ) 
out  of  the  Fen  Ground  called 
Upper  Stidsj   five  Acres,   two 
Roods  and   twenty  Perches   at 
the  North*eaft   End    thereof; 
out  of  the  :feveral  Fen  Grounds 
called    Netber    Sudsy  eighteen 
Acres   and   one   Rood  at  the 
North- weft  End  thereof;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Gbround  now  or 
late  of  — — -  Beaky  Gent,  lying 
near  ^i/i!^.Meer,  three  Acres, 
one  Rood  and  ten  Perches  at  the 
North-eaft    Part  of  the   fame 
Ground ;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds   of    ^Thomas  Cromwel^ 
Gent,  called  Dawtree  and.  Bag- 
doky    thirty*three    Acres,   one 
Rood  and  ten«Pei:ches  at  the 
North-eaft    End   of    the    faid 
Ground  called  Bagdole ;  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of         ■ 
Houfinj  called  alfo  Bagdole^  twelve 
Acres  and  two  Roods   at  the 
South-weft  Part   thereof,  abut- 
ting 
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ting  up(«i  J^iiUfiy  Mccr  ;  exit  of 
a  feverat  Foi  Grotuid  bclongrng 
to  Sir  Olivir  Cranndel  afehv&id, 
lying  on  the  Sou[h  Side  of  Ugg 
Meer,  fix  Acres  at  ihe  South- 
weft  Part  of  the  fame  Ground  ; 
out  of  (he  feveral  Fen  Grounds 
called  BeaupreQ\Qk%,  eight  Acres 
and   one  Rood,    abutcing  upon 
GelfeUikt  and  the  Kwn  Meanci 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds 
called  Great  Hilkes,  twenty -eight 
Acres  and  One  Rood  at  the  Eaft 
Part     thereof,     abutting    upon 
Ramfy    Meer    and    the   River 
Neane ;  out  of  the    feveral  Fen 
Grounds    called     Link   HilkeSj 
two  Acres  and  two    Roods  at 
the  Part  thereof,  next  unto  the 
Mouth  of  Ramfey    Meer ;    out 
of  the  fevefal  Fen  Ground  called 
PoUins,     iftio    Acres    and    two  ' 
Roods  at  the  Eaft  Part  thereof  j 
out  of  the  greater    Clofe  called 


J 
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JfewV,   called  Vicars  Qofes,    f* 
Rf  Acres  and  ten  Perches  at   thtf 
9^eft  Part  of  the  faid  Glofes; 
^  out  of  the  f(*vera}  Fen  Ground 
^1  now  or  lace  of  Anne  NetUtM^ 
^  lying  near  Rimfey  Town,  one 
Aac  at  the  South  Part  thmof ; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground 
now  or  late  of  ntmrni  Cock,  otfe 
Acre  and  three  koods  at  the 
North  End  thereof  (  out  of  the 
feverol  Fed   Gfound  of   -^— ^ 
Crockfton^   oae  Acre  and   one 
Rood  at  the  North  Bnd  thereof; 
out  of  the  (eferat  Fea  Grownd 
now  or  late  of  J^bn  Bateritait^ 
two    Acres    and    twenty«eight 
Perches  at  the  North  &xl  of  the 
fame  Ground  i  out  of  the  feve- 
ral Fen  Ground  now  or  kte  of 
John  Lavender^   one  Acre,  one 
Rood  and  four  Ferebes.  at  the 
North  Parr  thereof  1  out  of  the 
Icveral  Fen  Grolnid  now  or  late 
of  John  LeedirSf  one  Acre,  two 
Roods  and  four  Perches  at  the 
North  Part  thereof ;  out  of  the 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  Thomas 
WilUamfon^     two    Acres,    two 
Roods  and  twenty-e^ht  Perches 
at  the  North  Eiid  thereof;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of 
Widow  Holmes^  two  Acres,  two 
Roods  and  iixteen  Perches  at  the 
South  End  of  the  greater  Ground 

be- 


■ » 


[    224^  X^ 


belonging  unto  her,  abutting  up- 
on [he  Lode  ■,  out  of  the  leveral 
Fen  Ground  of  Thomas  Barnes^ 
two  Acres  and  ten  Perches  at  the 
Eaft  Part  thereof;  out  of  the 
fcveral  Fen  Ground  of  Jebn 
Knigbty  three  Acres,  three  Roods 
and  rhirty  Perches  at  the  Weft 
Part  thereof,  abutting  upon  the 
Ground  of  William  Cakebread; 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
Richard  /ilkn,  lying  near  Uigb 
Nori&eyt  two  Roods  at  ihe  North 
Side  thereof  1  out  of  the  feveral 
Fen  Ground  of  Roieri  Bootbt 
two  Roods  at  the  South  Side 
thereof;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  of  'Thomas  Hoii-Jon-,  one 
Acre  at  the  North  End  thereof  j 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 

■ Farmer,  Gent,  three  Hoods 

at  the  Eaft  Side  (hereof;  and 
out  of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground, 
lying  on  the  E^fl  Pare  o^  Stoking 


e  (ame  Ground,  abutting  upon 
e  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of  nig- 
imnie  Farm  and  Brick  Meer,  claim- 
MkI  by  John  MarJ&all,  Gent,  and 
'""BRelidue,  being  five  hundred 
S'ly  and  four  Acres,  out  of  the 
STorth  Part  of  the  faid  Fen, 
^abutting  upon  Ugg  Meer  and  the 
l^l  common  Fen  Grounds  of  Ram- 
flfey  and  Upwosd,  late  in  the  Pof- 

J  feflion  of  and  claimed  by  ■ ■ 

"    Laurence,  Gent. 

flDttt  of  the  two  feveral  Fen  - 
Grounds  of  the  faid  yehtt  Mar- 
''  pdl-,  lying  in  fVood-walton  afore- 
faid,  next  unto  the  Fen  and  hard 
Lands  of  Saa/rfy,  thirty-fix  Acres 
at  the  North  End  of  the  faid 
Grounds,  abutting  upon  Sautrey 
Fen  and  the  hard  Lands  of  Hig- 
nie  Farm.  : 

SDllt  of  the  one  other  Fen" 
Ground  in  JVood-wallm  afore- 
faid,  lying  between  the  hard 
Lands  of  Wood-wait  on  and  Hig- 
tiie  Fen,  and  the  faid  Fen  of 
Wood-walton,  claimed  as  Several 
by  the  faid  John  Marp^ll,  fif- 
teen Acres,  abutting  upon  the 
hard  Lands  of  Wood-wallon,  at 
the  South-eaft  Part  of  the  faid 
Ground. 

a        ©ut 
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JiDut  Ot  tl)c  Itvent]  Fen  11 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Hignie  Farm  in  the  laid  County 
of  HuntingJent  one  hundred 
Acres  at  the  North  ]End  pf  the 
laid  Grounds,  abutting  upon  the 
fevcral  Fen  Grounds  of  Conitig- 
tent  and  upon  the  common  Fen 
Grounds  of  Helmf  and  ffbod- 
voaitm  aforefaid.' 

€)Ut  of  the  common  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Siaitrey,  in  the  faid  County  of 
HtmHngdon,  two  hundred  and  fix 
Acres  at  the  South-eaft  Eart  of 
thi  fame  Fen,  abutting  upon 
Aie  {everal  Fen  Grounds  of  Sap- 
trey  and  fVoed-vmltm  aforefaid, 
and  upon  the  hard  *  Lands  of 
Sautren. 

©Ut  Of  two  fcveral  Fen 
Grounds  in  Saulrey  aforcfaid,  lying 
near  \ir\ia  IVoodwalton  aforefaid, 
nineteen  Acres  at  the  Norlh-caft 
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.ion  Fen    Grounds   of   Sautrey 

'forefaid.     Eaftward    upon    the 

L_''en  Grounds  of  Higney  Farm, 

"tndNorthwardupon  the  common 

^Fcn  called  Holme  Fen. 

,  €)Ut  Of  the  common  Fen' 
B'.jrounds  of  or  belonging  to 
^'Holme  and  Glaiton,  in  the  faid 
^[County     of     Hufitingion,     one 

jthoufand  and  twelve  Acres,  abut-  I 
■/ting  Eaftward  upon  the  River  ''" 
^I'T^eane  and  Ugg  Meer,  Southward 
=/  upon  Brick  Meer  and  the  faid 
"/  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of  Hignie 
1;  Farm  and  Conington,  and  Weft- 
I  ward  upon  the  hard  Lands. 
/       ©Ut  Of  the  common   Fen" 
\    Grounds    of   or    belonging  to 
Denton  in    the    fatd   County   of 
Huntingdon:,  one   hundred  fifty- 
fix  Acres  at  the  South-eaft  Fart 
of  the  faid  Fen,  abutting  upon 
Holme  Lode  and  the  hard  Lands 
of  Holme. 

©Ut  of  the  feveral  Fen' 
Grounds  oF  or  belonging  to 
CaldecoU,  in  the  faid  County  of 
Hunting JoH,E(ty-{ix  Acrss;  (that 
is  to  fay)  out  of  the  Moffe  Fen, 
belonging  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Edward  Lord  Montacule, 
eighteen  Acres  at  the  South- 
weft  Part  of  the  fanne  Ground, 
Glutting  upon  the  Ground  called 
the  Turfe  Lots;  out  of  the 
Qj2  laid 
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Ciid  Ground  called  the'  7«r/d 
Lots,  four  Acres,  three  Roods 
and  twenty  Perches  at  the  North 
End  of  [he  finie  Ground  abut- 
ting upon  Caldecott  Dike  ;  out 
of  ihe  Ground  called  the  Ma'-Ji}- 
i«f  Lots,  eight  Acres  and  three 
Roods  ar  the  Weft  End  of  the 
fame  Ground  ■,  out  of  one  other 
feveral  Fen  Ground  of  the  faid 
Lord  Monlamie,  fourteen  Acres, 
one  Rood  and  three  Perches, 
abutting  upon  Part  of  the  afore- 
faid  Mowing  Lots  and  upon  Ven- 
Un  Fen ;  out  of  three  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  now  or  late  in  the 
Occupation  of  'Thomas  Hall,  three 
Acres,  three  Roods  and  twenty- 
five  Perches  at  the  "North  Part  of 
the  fame  Grounds  j  out  of  five 
feveral  Fen  Grounds,  in  the  Te- 
nure or  Occupation  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Cotton,  Baronet,  tVil- 

liamfoK^  Genr,  - — r-  Ftdler,  Gent. 
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jyjamfoTj,  Gent,  the  faid  ■ 
iotPuiUr,  Gent,  itie  faid  Thomas 
^fftiall  and  William  A^tan,  lying 
^between  the  aforementioned  ^  56  o  o 
(jDrove-way  and  the  hard  Lands, 
6(.'two  Acres  and  two  Perches  at 
gj  the  Eaft  Part  of  the  fatne 
[^  Ground. 

t:       flDUt    Of  the    common    Feny  ^tiWon. 

W'  Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  5//7- 
/  ton,  in  the  faid  County  of  Hitn- 
i   tjugdoij,  one  hundred  and  fixty  i      r 
I     Acres,   abutting   upon    Caldecott  ^ 
■    Dike,  the  Tarfc  Fen  of  Slilton, 

and  the  common  and  feveral  Fens 

of  Taxley. 

€)Ht    of  the  common    Fen"|  l^aplcg. 

Grounds  of  or  belonging  to  Tax- 

ley,  in  the  faid  Comity  of  Hun- 
tingdon, fix  hundred  thirty  and  1    g 

two  Acres  at  the  Nonh-eaft  Pare  f     ^ 

of  the  fame  Fens,  abutting  upon 

Pigge-water,  IVitlsfiy  Meet  and 

Trundle  Meer. 

SDUt    Of    the    feveral    Fen 

Grounds     of    2'axley     aforefaid, 

twenty- nine  Acres;  (that   is  to 

i-d^y)  out  of  the  Mow  Fen,  called 

Weftern  Meadow,  eight  Acres 

and  two  Roods  at  the  North-eaft 

Side  of  the  fame  Ground,  abut- 
ting upon  the  River  I^eane  ;  out 

of  a  Hoi:  belonging  to  Thomas 

Centill,  lying  near  the  Town  of 

Taxley,    three  Roods    and    5ve 
0^3  Perches 
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Perches  at  the  South  End  of  the 
faid  Hohi  out  of  a  Holt  be- 
Jonging  to  '^ohn  Jfoppy  one  Rood 
and  five  Perches  at  the  South 
End  of  the  lame  Holt  -,  out  of 
the  Holt  belonging  to  Widow 
Pier/on,  one  Rood  at  the  South 
End  ot"  the  faid  Hole  ;  out  of 
the  Holt  belonging  to  Pinchbeck 
Pierfon,  one  Rood  and  twenty 
Perches  at  the  South  End  of  the 
fame  Holt;  out  of  the  feveral 
1ce.n  Ground  of  Bartholomew 
Prozvn,  abutting  upon  Witlefey 
Meer,  one  Acre  and  one  Rood, 
at  the  Part  of  the  faid  Ground 
next  'Trundle  Meer  ;  out  of  the 
leveral  Fen  Ground  of  Thomas 
Wats,  lying  near  Taxley  Town, 
five  Perches  at  the  South-weft 
Part  ot  the  lame  Ground;  out 
of  the  feveral  Fen  Ground  of 
EmmaJiuel  Prohie,  Gent,  lying 
near  Taxley   Town,    one  Rood 
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^*iomh-weft  Part  of  the  fame 
'^jfound  ;  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
[■Ground  belonging  to  the  faid 
^Emmanuel  Prphi^,  abutting  upon 
^'Stilton  Fen,  eight  Acres  and  two 
"Roods  at  the  North-eafl:  End  of 

■  the  fame  Ground ;  out  of  a  fe- 

■  vera!  Fen  Ground  lying  between 
*  ff^illefey  Meer  and  Trundle  Meer, 
"  three  Acres  and  three  Roods  at 
/  the  Eaft  Fart  thereof  i  out  of 
'    another  Fen  Ground,  lying  alfo 

between  fVitkfey  Meet  and  ?Va»- 
die  Meer,  one  Acre  and  one 
Kood  at  the  Eaft  Part  thereof; 
and  out  of  the  feveral  Fen 
Ground  lying  at  the  End  of  Con- 
qucft  Lode,  by  fVillefey  Meer, 
ihrec  Roods,  abutting  upon  iVi- 
ikfey  Meer  aforefaid, 

;^Ht  of  the  comtnon  Fen  = 
Grounds  of  oi-belonging  10  Faf- 
fet,  in  the  faid  County  of  Hun- 
tingdon, nine  hundred  and  forty 
Acres,  abutting  Eaftward  upon 
the  Fen  called  Middk-moere  in 
Ramfey^  and  Southward  upon 
WilUfey  Meer,  and  upon  two  fe- 
veral Fen  Grounds  belonging  eo 
Fajfet  aforefaid,  adjoining  to  chc 
faid  Meer. 

©Ut     of    the     feveral    Fen 

Grounds  of  Fajfet  aforefaid,  one 

hundred  fixty  and  two  Acres,  be- 

0.4  ing 
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ing  two  intire  Fca  GroaDds, 
abutting  upon  the  aforctajd  coco- 
tnon  Fen  Grounds  of  Faffa 
aforefaid,  and  upon  WitU^ 
M«r.  * 


COM.NORrHAA 

mttv  ^  U  T  of  the  common  Fen 
WMMUfl^  \J  Ground  of  or  belonging  to 
ihcSoake  of  Pcierbttrougby  in  the 
faid  County  of  Nerlbampton, 
called  Burrough  Great  Fen,  twc 
ihoufand  fix  hundred  twenty  and 
two  Acres,  abutting  Eaftward 
upon  Part  of  the  f:iid  common 
Fen  lying  near  Finjhed  Crofs  and 
the  Grounds  of  ^itlglCcfOlC 
Farm,  Southward  upon  the  Drain 
or  Way  leading  from  Peakirk 
Meadow  to  Guy  Hume,    North- 
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r^^,    two  hundred   and    ninety 
"""^rcs  a:  the  Weft  End  thereof, 


.putting  upon  ihe  faid  Fen  called 
^^4rrougff    GreaE    Fen,   and  the 
ommon  Fens  of  Crowknd. 
SDUt  of  one  other  common 
.  _^cn  Ground  of  or  belonging  to 
"^eterburough  aforefaid,  in  ihe  faid 
Jounty  of   Northampton,  called 
'J^urrotigh   Little    Fen,     eighty- 
eight  Acres    at    the   Eafl:  Part 
thereof,    abutting  upon   Mufcot 
^IWater  and  Oxney  Lode, 
jl      ©Ht    Of    the    feveral    Fen  T 
-|  Grounds  of  or  belonging  unto 
/  Single-fole   Farm,    in    the    faid 
/  County  of  Nortbampiov,  forty- 
'    five    Acres,    abutting   Eafl:  ward 
upon  Catwater,  Southward  upon 
the  feveral  Fen  Grounds  of  Nor- 
tham  Farm,  and  Wcfl;ward  upon 
Peterborough  Great  Fen. 

®Ut  of  the  feveral  Fen' 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
the  faid  Norlham  Farm,  in  the 
faid  County  of  Northampton, 
eighty  Acres  ;  (that  is  to  fay) 
forty  Acres  in  one  Parcel  adjoin- 
ing Eaftward  upon  Cativater, 
Northward  upon  the  faid  feveral 
Fen  Grounds  of  3)fng!e=rOle 
Farm  aforefaid  ■,  and  the  Refi- 
due,  being  forty  Acres,  out  of 
the  feveral  Fen  called  Cranmoore, 
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out  of  the  South-eaft  Pare  thereof, 
abutting  upon  the  Fen  called  ihe 
iiarpe,  and  upon  the  hard  JLaods 
of  Eye. 

©Ut  of  the  Fen  called  the 
mowing  Fen  Grounds,  of  or  be- 
longing to  Eytt  in  the  faid  Caaa- 
ty  of  J^on/jdirtplcn,  fifteen  Acres, 
three  Roods  and  thirty  Perches, 
out  of  the  faid  Mow  Fen  called 
Small-acre  Furlong,  and  Cbillam' 
tree  Furlong;  (that  is  to  lay) 
out  of  the  Ground  called  Small- 
acre  Furlong,  twelve  Acres,  one 
Rood  and  thirty  Perches  at  the 
Eaft  Side  oi  the  fame  Ground, 
abutting  upon  Ca/W(j/fr ;  and  the 
Refidue,  being  three  Acres  and 
two  Roods,  out  of  the  faid 
Ground  called  Chillam-irtc  Fur- 
long, at  the  North  Side  thereof, 
abutting  upon  thefeveral  Ground 
of  Noribam  Farm  called  the 
Reaches. 
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!e  Roodi,  being  one  iirtire  ^ 

9,  called  Nmtbred^  abutdag  r    30  3  $ 

3n  CiUwaier.  1 1 

f^tlt   Of  the    feveral    Fen^ 
ounds   of  or   bdbr^ng  to  | 
mey  Farm,  m  the  laid  Goanty  ll 
Nartbampkfnntyfenty-Gx  Acxe9^  I 
otting  Northward   upon  the  I 

i  Kwginff  mad  the  hiuxl  Laada  I 

Eyberty^  and  the  Fen  Grounds  ^    26  o  jg 

f  Tanboli  Farm  aforefaid,  and 

oufih-eaftward  opon  CatwaUr^ 

lie  Bank  near  Burrmgb  Little 

^en,  and  the  other  Grounds  of 

be  fame  Farm* 

S)Ut    of  the    feveral    Feni 
jrounds  of  or  belonging  to  the 
[light  HonouraUe  Francis  Earl 
of  Bedf^rd^  lying  in  Eyberry  in 
the  faid  G>uncy  of  Northampton^  T 
eleven  Acres  out  of  the  Ground  1 1 
called  Alder  Fen^  abutting  upon  1 1 
high  Edgerley  Common.  J ; 

^ttt  Of  the  lot  Fen  Ground  1 
belonging  to  Eye  aforefaid,  called  i 
the  Harp^  four  Acres  and  two  t^ 
Roods  at  the  Eaft  End  of  the  j 
fame,  abutting  upon  the  hard  | 
Lands  of  Eye  aforefaid.  j 

flDttt  Of  the  feveral  Fen 
Grounds  of  John  S[roughton,  ly- 
ing in  Newark  Edgerley,  three 
Roods  at  the  Eaft  Part  of  the 
fame  Ground. 
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€>ttt    of  tbe    feveral     Fen 

Gropnd  of  Widow  Butcher,  and 
the  Heirs  of  Giles  Burrougbt  five 
Acres,  in  two  Parcels  lying  to- 
gether ia  theFens called  the  Holts, 
abutting  upon  Peteriurougi  Great 
Fen. 


COM.   LINCOLNE. 


otolano. 


O^ 


U  T  of  the  common  Fen 
Grounds  of  or  belonging  to 
Crowlandm  the  faid  County  of 
Unceln^  four  hundred  Acres 
ac  the  Eaft  Part  of  tHe  fame 
Fens,  abutting  Eaftward  upon 
St.  Guthlakc'i.  Crofs  and  Caiwater, 
Southward  upon  the  common 
Fen  called  the  Four- hundred 
Acres,  or  AUerholt^  and  North' 
ward  upon  the  Fen  Grounds  of 


'-■^ 
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ledules  annexed,  f^t  JiBlbt  caufed  by 
ife  Prefcnts  to  be  exemplified,  at  the  Re- 
eft  of  IVilliam  Earl  of  Bedford^  Participants 
1  Adventurers  for  draining  of  the  Great 
ivel  of  the  Fens. 

3ln  tDftncr0  whereof  we  have  caufed  thefe 
r  Letters  to  be  made  Patenr, 

WitX\Z{^    Ourfelf    at    Weftmiti/ier^    the 
eighteenth  Day  of  March  m  the  Year  of^ 
pur  Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  fifty 
^rid  eight. 


AN 


ACT 

FOR    THE 

Draining  of  the  Great  Level 

0  F    T  H  E 

FENS, 

Extending  ilfelf  into  the  Counties  of  AV- 
tkampton,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Lincoln,  Cam- 
bridge and  Huntingdon^  and  the  Ifle  of  Ely^ 
or  fomc  of  them,    ■ 

I^  MartiSf  2g  Mait\  164.9. 
An  A&  for  draining  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
extending  itfelf  into  the  Counties  of  NorlhantptOHt 
Norfolk,  Suffolkj  Lincoln^  Cambridge  and  Han' 
Hidden,  and  the  tfle  of  Ely,  or  fome  of  them, 
was  Ibis  Dojf  read  the  third  Time,  and  upon  the  ^uif- 
tion  pajfedj  and  ordered  to  he  fertbv>itb  printed  and 

Hen,  Scobelt,  Clieric.  Farliamenti. 


■tl  -v^:-: 
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A.n  ACT  for  the  Draining  of 
.  the  great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
extending  itfelf  into  the  Coun- 
ties of  Northampton^  Norfolk^ 
Suffolky  Lincobty  Cambridge 
and  Huntingdon^  and  the  ifle 
of  Eljy  or  fome  of  them. 

WHEREAS  the  faid  great  Preamble. 
I«eveU  by  Reafon  of  frequent 
Overflowing  of  the  Rivers  of 
'  Weiland^  Neane^  GratU^  Oufe^ 
Brandon^  Mildenbal  and  Stoke^  have  been  of 
fmall  and  uncertain  Profit,  but  (if  drained) 
may  be  improved  and  made  profitable,  and  of 
great  Advantage  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
to  the  particular  Owners,  Commoners  and 
Inhabitants,  and  be  fit  to  bear  Colefeed 
and  Rapefeed  in  gr^at  Abundance,  which  is 
.of  finguiar  Ufe  to  make  Soap  and  Oils  within 
this  Nation,  to  the  Advancement  of  the 
Trade  of  Clothing  and  Spinning  of  Wool, 
and  much  of  it  will  be  improved  into  good 
Failure  for  feeding  and  breeding  of  Cattle,^ 
and  for  Tillage  to  be  fown  with  Corn  and  , 
Grain,  and  for  Hemp  and  Flax  in  great  Quan^ 
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tity,  for  making  all  Sorts  of  Linen  Cloth  and 
Cordage  for  Shipping  within  this  Nation  ; 
which  will  increafe  Manufa£lures,  Connimerce 
and  Trading  at  home  and  abroad,  will  relieve 
the  Poor  by  fetting  them  on  Work,  and  will 
many  other  Ways  redound  to  the  great  Advan- 
tage and  Strengchning  of  the  Natioii :  Afid 
firft,  to  the  End  ic  may  be  known  what  that 
Great  Level  is,  and  for  the  afceftaining  the 
Extent,  Bounds  and  Limits  thereof,  and  for 
Prevention  of  all  Doubts,  Qucftions  and  Am- 
biguities touching  the  fame.  Be  it  enaded, 
ordained  and  declared  by  the  Authority  of 
Boundaries  of  ^^^^  prefent  Parliament,  That  the  Moors, 
tiM  JUvel.      Marflies,  fenny  and  low  furrounded  Grounds, 

bounding  themfelves  Eaftward  from  the  Bridge 
and  Caufey  of  Stoke  unto  Brandon  Bridge,  up- 
on the  Uplands  of  Nortbw$ld^  Metboom^ 
Feltwelly  HockwoU  and  Wilton  in  the  County 
of  Norfolk^  and  fi*om  Brandon  Bridge  unto 
the  End  of  Worlington  Lode  upon  Mildenhall 
River,  upon  the  Uplands  of  BraHdofiy  tke 
low  Grounds  of  fFaynsford  excluding  the  fatne, 
the  Uplands  of  Laking  Heath,  the  loHv 
Grounds  of  Eajiwell  excluding  the  fame,  and 
the  Uplands  of  Mildenhall  in  the  County  ti 
Suffolk^  Southward  from  TForlington  Lode 
unto  Burwell  Block,  upon  the  Uplands  ef 
Freckingham^  IJlebam^  Fodham^  Sobam  and 
tVicken  in  the  County  of  Cambridge^  and  ct- 
cluding  the  low  Grounds  of  Burwell^  hem* 
ward^  and  other  Places  lying  Eaftward  from 
Burwell  Block  aforefaid  ;  and  from  thence  un- 
to the  Mill  near  Anglefey  Abbey,  upon  the 
""tJplands  of  Burwell  Reach,  Swaffham  Prhr^ 

Swaffbam 


''.  (  243  ) 

^}waffbam  Bulbeck^    and  Bottejham  in  the  faid 
^iwnty  of  Cambridge^  and  from  thence  unto 
■^^e  Ferry- place  at  ClaybUb^  upon  the  Uplands 
•^^cd  §ui  Hallj  the  low  Ground  called  L^iV 
afw,    and   the    Uplands  of   Homingfey  and 
^CU^bilby  in    the  faid  County,  excluding  the 
carlow  Grounds  called  Low  Fen  and  Offev^  and 
i^rom  the  faid  Ferry-place  unto  Over  Lode, 
'  tUpon  the  Uplands  of  fVaterbeacb^  Cottenham^ 
tk^Rampton^  fVivelingbamy  and  Over^  in  the  faid 
aj-County    of   Cambridge^   and  upon   the    low 
J  -Grounds  of  Swacey  in  the  faid  County,  ex- 
.'  eluding  the  fame  Weftward  from  Eritb^  unto 
;:  the  Dam  lately  made  upon  the  River  Ncane 
f  jiear  Siandground^    upon  the  Uplands  of  So- 
merfhcm^   and  the  Spake    thereof,    Warboys^ 
Wtfiow\    Berry ^    Ramfey^    Upwood^    Raveky^ 
IVoodwalton^  Sarji)trey^  Connington^  Glation  and 
Holme^  Caldicot,  Denton,  Slillon,  Taxley,  Fajfet 
and  Standground  in  the  County  of  Huntingdon, 
excluding  the  low  Grounds  lying  on  the  North 
Side  of  the  River  Oufe  above  ErUb\   and 
from  the  faid  Dam  unto  Peterborough  Bridge, 
i]|)on  the  faid  River  of   l^eane ;    and  from 
thence  unto  the  Ferry-place  nt^x  l^aldram  Hall 
upon   the  Uplands  of  Peterborough  and  the 
Soake  thereof  in  the  County  of  Northampton, 
Northward  from  the    faid  Ferry -place  near 
fyaldram  Hall  unto  CrowUnd  Bridge  upon  the 
Kivtr  of  fP^ellamly  and  from  thence  to  Dou^dale 
upon  the  Banks  of  great  Porfand,   and  trom 
thence  unto  unto  Guyhurne  upon  the  Southca 
Bank,  ^nd  from  thence  unto  Ttlneyburne  upon 
the  Bank  of  the  Fen  Ground  call  Walderfty, 
and  from  thence  untp  Elme-Ltame  at  Gran- 
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gers  Houfe  upon  the  Bank  of  the  Fen  Groitod. 
called  Coldhatny  and  from  thence  unto  the 
River  of  Neane  mzxThurlings  in  Upwell,  upon 
the  Bank  of  Needham  called  Bijhops  Dike^  and 
from  thence  unto  Well  Creek  at  the  North- 
weft  Corner  of  IValfmgbam  Fen,  upon  the 
Bank  of  the  Grounds  in  Ujnvell  and  Outwellj 
called  Plawfield  and  Churcbfieldy  excluding  the 
aforefaid  Fens  and  Grounds  called  Walderfij^ 
CoUham^  Needham^  Plawfield  and  CburcbfieU ; 
and  from  thence  unto  Sailers  Lode  upon  the 
new  P^e//^^  Bank,  and  from  thence  unto  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  fViJfey  upon  the  River 
Oufe^  and  from  thence  unto  Helgey  Bric^ 
upon  the  River  JViJJey^  and  from  thence  unto 
the  Upland  at  the  End  of  the  Ba;)k  of  the 
Grounds  late  of  Edmond  Skipwitb  Efq;  de- 
ceafed,  upon  the  faid  Bank ;  and  from  thence 
unto  Stoake  Bridge,  upon  the  Uplands  of 
Roxham^  Dereham^  Wereham^  Wrettm  and 
Stoake  in  the  faid  County  of  Norfolk :  And  all 
Moors,  Marfhes,  fenny  and  low  furrounded 
Grounds,  within  the  Bounds,  Limits  and 
Precindts  aforefaid,  are  and  be,  and  ftiall  froih 
Time  to  Time  hereafter  by  Virtue  of  this 
Adt  be  taken  and  efteemed  to  be  the  faid 
Great  Level,  to  be  drained  as  hereafter  is 
t*!!!!^^'*   ^cxpreffed  ;     except    always     the    im banked 

Grounds  late  of  the  faid  Edmond  Skipwitb 
Efq;  lying  on  the  North  Side  of  the  River 
oiOufe.  And  whereas  Francis  late  Earl  of  Bed- 
ford, in  his  Life-time,  did  undertake  the 
(aid  Work,  and  had  ninety-five  thoufand 
Acres,  Parcel  of  the  faid  Great  Level,  de- 
creed 


Edmond 

Skipwtth*8 

Grounds. 


[  HS  3 

and  fet  forth  in  OSo^r  in  tke  thirteenth  9S<)oo  Acres 
of  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Cbgrks  in  ^^' ^^ '»  ^• 
»mpence  thereof ;  and  be  and  his  Part ici-'j|^j^j^jlQ£ . 
»ca,  4nd  the  Adventurers  in  the  faid  Work,  Bedford, 
^^i- their  Heirs  and  Afligns,   have  made  a 
||Np|(xl  Progrefs  therein  with  Expence  of  great 
Kul  vaft  Sums  of  Money,   and  (b>  far  pro- 
^seeded  as  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  (aid 
ki^ninety-five  thouland  Acres   was  divided  by 
illtwenty  Lots  and  Shares  amongfl:  the  iaid  Fran-- 
rbciJ  Earl  of  Bedford^  Adventurers  and  Partici- 
•^ants,  and  their  Afllgns ;   but  by  Reafbn  of 
^vibme  lace  Interruptions  the  Works  there  made 
f  J  have  fallen  into  l)ecay,  fo  that  the  intended 
m  JBenefit  to  the  Commonwealth  hath  been  in  a 
U  P^t  Meafure  hitherto  prevented  and  delayed : 
g ,  And  whereas  lyilliam  now  Earl  of  Bedford^ 
II   Son  and  Heir  of  the  faid  Francis^  late  Earl 
f    oi  Bedford^  and  the  faid  Participants  and  Ad- 
venturers, their  Heirs  and  Affigns^  are  content 
to  proceed  efiefhsally  in  the  faid  Wbrk  of 
Draining,  and  forthwith  after  the  Faffing  of 
this  Ad  to  begin  and  profeoite  the  fame  with- 
out Celiation  or  Intermitfion,  until  the  Work 
be  done,  unfeafonable  Times  and  Extremity 
of  Weather  only  excepted  i  to  the  End  there- 
fore fo  public  a  Work,  proper  for  the  Care  of 
a  Parliament,  may  continue,  proceed  and  be 
profecuted  with  Juftice^  Equality  and  Effi^ft, 
Be  ic  enaf^ed  and  ordained,  and  it  is  hereby 
enadted  and  ordained  by  the  Authority  afore- 
laid.  That  the  laid  WiUiam  Earl  of  ^^^r^,  William  Ear 
the  iaid  Participants  and  Adventurers,  and  his^^^^^* 
and  their  Heirs  and  Afligns,  be  and  arc  here-  ^^1^^^ 
by  declared  to  be  the  Undertakera  of  the  faid 
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Work  of  Draining  the  faid  Great  Level,  anS 
Time-to  com-  (hall  at  or  before  the  tenth  Day  of  OStober^ 
P^  }^^    .J.  which^fhall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1656, 

O^Xr"^656,  ^^"^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  drained  and  imbanked, 
withoiy  Preja- without  Prejudice  to  the  Navigation  in  the 
dice  to  Navi-  faid  Rivers  or  the  Parrs  adjacent  •,  and  all  the 
gation.  fjij(3  Level,  except  as  hereafter  is  excepted. 

To  be  madpfhall  be  made  Winter  Ground,  in  fuch  Man- 
^^"^*j  ncr  as  the  faid  Rivers  or  any  of  thcni  (hall 

^^^^  *        not  overflow  the  Grounds  within  the  (aid  Ler 
vel  -,  Breaches  by  inevitable  Accidents,  which 
are  in  convenient  Time  to  be  repaired  and 
made  good  again  by  the  faid  William  Earl  of 
Bedford^    Participants  and  Adventurers,    bis 
Inevitable       and  their  Heirs  and  Afllgns,  only  excepted  ; 
Breaches  ex-  ^^^  except  fuch  Lands  and  Grounds,  Parcel 
^     '  of  the  faid  Level,   which  are  not  to  exceed 

fifteen  thoufand  Acres   at  the  moft,    which 
Jleccptaclcs     may  be  left  in  feveral  Places  for  Receptacles 
not  to  exceed  ^^^d  Beds  for  the  Water  upon  fudden  Rains 
lifid'elMl^rs^^       Floods,    befides  the  Meets,    Pools  and 
Pools,  &c.    '  Channels  within  the  faid  Level  which  are  not 
intended  to  be  drained.     And  be  it  therefore 
further  enafted  and  ordained,  That  the  faid 
FourTfuflees.  fp^niiam  now  Earl  of  Bedford,  Edward  Rujfell^  . 
Efq;  Robert  Henley]^  Efq;   and  Robert  Cajik, 
Efq;  their  Heirs  and  Affigns,  upon  the  Trufts 
hereafter  following,  and   in    Recompence  of 
the  aforefaid  Charge  and  Adventure,  and  for 
bearing  the  Charge  of  Draining,  and  main- 
taining the  Works  from  Time  to  Time,  (hall 
have   and   enjoy  the    faid  whole  ninety-five 
thoufand   Acfes,  as    well   thofe  Parts  which 
were  nor,    as    thofe   which  were    comprifed 
wiihin  the  faid  twenty  Lots,  Parcel  of   the 

faid 


[  247  3 

J   Great   Level,     and    lying  within    the 
oodtrics  beforementioned,  as  the  fame  have 
retofore    been  fct  forth   in  O Sober  in  the^^   ^W  <^ 
irtcenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  faid  late  J^"ifoaoto 
ng,  or  hereafter  (hall  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft  ,-  car.       ' 
allotted,  fee  forth,  fevered  or  divided  fpr 
at  Purpofe,  to  hold  to  them  the  faid  fVilliam 
arl  of  Bedford^  Edward  RuJJel^  Rehrt  Hen- 
f  and  Robert  Cajile^  their  Heirs  and  Afligns, 
» the  Ufe  of  them,  their  Heirs  and  Affigns, 
I  Truft  neverthelefs  for  the  faid  PFilliam  Earl 
f    Bedfordy    Participants,  and    Adventurers, 
nd  their  Heirs  and  Afligns,  who  had  or  have 
he  faid  twenty  Lots,  and  the  Heirs  of  fuch 
Vfligns,  and  for  no  other  Pcrfon  or  P^rfons, 
ccording  to  ibeir  feveral  and  refpeftive  Pro- 
)Qrcion5,  and  to  execute  Eftates  accordingly 
ipon   Requeft.     And   in  cafe  any  Difference  ^^^^  Truftcet 
hall  arife^  who  be,  or  ought  to  be,  Adven-  ^^^"'^ 
«rers  and  Participants,  or  Afligns,  or  about  Rcqucft.  "^^ 
Proportions  afligned,  then  the  CommifTioners  CommiiCo- 
hereafter  named,  or  any  fix  or  more  of  them,  ners  hereaftsr 
Ihall   have  Power    to  determine    the    fame.  ^^^^  ^^^«- 
And  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  md  ordained,  ^[^3 
That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
&id  William  Earl  of  Bedford^  his  Participants  William  Earl 
and  Adventurers,  and  his  and  their  Heirs  and  ^«^^°'^»  P*''- 
Afljgns  and  the  Perfons  employed  by  them,  ^Scmurcn  "^ 
to  make  any  new  or  enlarge  any  old.  Cuts,  ^  n,ake  new 
Safies,    Sluces,   Drains,    Bankc,    Recepades,  or  enlarge  anjr 
«•  other  Works  neccffary  or  conducing  to  or  oW  Cuts,  &c. 
for  the  (aid  Draining,  through  or  upon   the 
<jrounds  of  any  Perfon   or  Perfons  within  or 
without  the  faid  Level ;  and  for  that  Purpofe 
from  Time  to  Time  fliall  have  free  Paflage, 

R4  ,  Ingrefs, 
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■fee  Egrefs  Ingrcfs,  Egrefs  and   Regrefs,  fat  thee 
mh  Csrts,    their  Agents  and  Workmen,  and  thcirH 
'""■8"- **•  Carts  and  Carriages,  into,   byand  [hrooghd 
faid  Grounds  or  any  Fare  thereof;  paying  J 
tendering  to  the  Owners  of,  and  Partio  ii.l 
terefted  in  the  faid  Grounds,  forallfudiCiBil 
Saflcs,  Sluces,  Drains,  B:inks,  Receptadcs,>| 
other  Works  nr-nile  or   to    be   made  in  d\ 
upon  the  G'Oundi  wi[houe   or  within  [he&il 
l^eve!,  fuch  reafonable  Rccompentx^ubifdtl 
faid  Owners  and  Parties    interefted  (hall  \t\ 
agreed    upon  ;    cr  if  any  Difference  happi 
therein,  tlK-n  as  fhill  be  ordered  and  adjiii^  I 
by  thf  Commidioners  hcreafrer  named,  ixli|l 
any  Cix  or  more  of  ihem.      Provided,  Tha  1 
the  faid  E^rl    of  Bedfcrd,  Participants,  Ail 
veniiirers  nnr  Commiffiorers,  nor  any  of  than,  I 
fiiii'i!,     by    any    Authority    hereby    given  a  1 
Kott3medJle5''3"ted,   Intermeddle  with  the  River  of  W(\-  \ 
nirhiheRi-   /««./,  or  interrupt  the  Fall  of  the  Waters  In 
vtr  of  V.'d-  to  [he  Tune,  nor  draw  any  the  Waters  ftom  1 
'^'■'^'  the  faid  River  j    but    that    all     the    Watm  ' 

in   and    falling    into   that   River,     fhall    be  ' 
fiiffcred   to    go    into  the  diredt    Courfe    to 
Spalding  and   (o  to  the  Se.i,  irir  the  Preferva- 
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ddfe  in  the  faid  Level,  to  interrupt,  dif-  no  Commifli- 
bor  moleft  the  faid  ^////Viw  Earl  of  5^^- «°«"  ^^Scw. 

d^   his  Participants,  Adventurers,   bis   and  ^^^j^*^^^*^' 
;ir  Heirs  and  Afligns,  Agents  and  Work- 
:n,  in  the  carrying  on  and  perfecting  of  the 
d   Work ;    and  ihac  the  faid  Earl  of  Bed- 
-J,  his  Participants,  Adventurers,  Heirs  and 
(Cgns,  or  any  five  or  more  of  thetn,  ihall  Five  Partici- 
ivc  Power  to  colle6l  and  levy,  as  well  theP*°^  or  Ad- 
jrears  of  old  Taxes  formerly  fet  upon  and  ^drto"ollVa 
nong  thcmfclves,  as  to  fet  new  Taxes  upon  old  Arrears  of 
id  among  themfelves,  and  levy  Money  out  Taxes  as  fet- 
f  the   faid   ninety -five  thoufand  Acres  for^^^^w. 
nd  towards  the  Charges  of  the  faid  Work  of 
draining,  and  all  other  Charges  tending   to 
)r  depending  upon  the  fame,  according  as 
hey   or   any    five     or    more  of    them    in 
:heir  Judgments  (hall  think  fit ;  and  to  make 
Orders  and  Rules  for  the  doing  and    main-  To  make  Or- 
taining  the  faid  Work,   and  to  govern  and  ^lers  and  cm- 
manage  the  fame;  and  to  appoint  and  im-P^°>^  ^^'^' 
ploy   fuch   Officers,    Agents,    Miniftcrs   and       ' 
Workmen,  and  to  change   them   or  any  of 
them,  and  to  employ  others  in  their  Rooms, 
fronn  Time  to  Time  as  they  fhall  think  fit  -, 
and  alfo   fhall  have  Power  to  give  Rccom- 
pence    to    fuch  Officers,  Agents,   Minifters, 
Surveyors,  Workmen,  and   all   other  Perfon 
or  Pcrfons  whatfoever,  employed  by  them  in 
or    about    the   faid    Work   ot    Draining,  or 
maintaining  thereof,    in    Land    out    of    the 
faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  or  Money, 
or  both,  as  they  or  any  five  or  more  of  them 
in  their  Judgments  (hall  think  fit:  And  that 
if  the  faid  William  Eari  of  Bedford^  Partici- 
pants 
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pants  AnA  Adventurers,  his  and  their  V 
and  AITigns,  or  any  of  theis,  whidi  n 
have  or  hereafcer  fhall  have  any  Part  of  liil 
faid  ninety-Bve  thoufand  Acres,  fhall  sAtm 
or  make  Default  to  pay  fuch  Arrears  or  jnl 
portionable  Tujc  or  Taxes  as  /hall  be  laidnl 
thcfn,  in  RefpeA  to  his  or  their  Share  iDsl 
out  of  [he  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Aon  I 
by  fuch  Bve  or  more  of  the  Pdnicipanls  nil 
Adventurers  as  aforefaid.  That  then  forfodl 
Default  the  Lot  or  Share  in  the  faid  Landsoi  I 
^ny  fi«  Par-  (ijch  as  Ihall  not  bring  in  and  pay  thdr  Ta  I 

di'foTNon  *"'^  '^'"'"  *°  ^°  ^'^  ^''''^'  ^^"  ^  ^°"^^  I 
wynwnt  of"'^"'*^  ^y  ^'^^^  ^^*  °^  moTC  of  the  (aid  Piinio-  1 
rkxcs.  panes  and  Adventurers  as   aforefaid,  in  fud  1 

Proportion  as  they  Ihall  think    fit,  reftorit^  I 
the  Surplulage  of  the  Money,    if  any  be,  fn  1 
raifing    and   Payment  of   the     faid   Arreats,  ] 
Tax  or  Taxes,  by  any  Writing  under  anj 
Eve  or  more  of  their  Hdnds  and  Seals;  and 
the  Perfon  or  Pcrfons  to  whom  luch  Sale  fh^ 
be  made,  (hall  be  a  hiwful  AITigncc  of  fo  mirch 
as  (lull  be  fo  fold,  to  ail  Intents  and  'Purpofts. 
And  whereas  after  the  Work  ihall  be  don^ 
there    will    requii-c  from    Time   to   Time  a 
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I    Advcnturercrs,     his    and    their    Heirs  E«ch  Perfim 
d  Affigns,    each  of   them,  the  faid  Earl,  ^*^^'"S  ^^ 
rtictpanis  and  Adventurers,  their  Heirs  and  power ^of*^ 
(Iigns,  having  two  hundred  Acres  a- piece  of  the  Commiflioncr 
d  fiinety-five  ihoufand  Acres,  or  any  five  or  of  Sewers. 
ote  of  them,  after  the  faid  Work  of  Drain- 
g  fliall  be  adjudged,  and  none  other  Pcrfon 
'  Pcrlbns,  fhail  within  ihe  faid  Level  have 
!ch  and  the  fame  Power  and  Authority,  ai 
bmmiflioners  of  Sewers,  authorized  by  Act 
r  Afts  of  Parliament  heretofore  made  and 
nafted,  and  now  in  Force,  have  or  might 
lavc  within  the  faid  Level :  And  alfo  (hall  ^^^^r  to  lay 
»avc  Power  to  make  Taxes  from  Time  to  'r^"» 
fime,  upon  the  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres 
mly,    for    the  Upholding,    Repairing    and 
N4aintaming  of  the  faid  Works :  And  fhall 
!iavc  Power,  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft,   for  le- 
vying of  the  faid  Taxes,  to  fcqueftcr  and  re-  ^^  levy,    fe- 
ccivc   the   Profits  of  the  Defaulters  Lands,  g^'^  *"^ 
Parcel  cff  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  * 

for  fatisfying  the  fame,  or  to  take  DiftreflTes 
in  and  upon  the  fame :  And  Ihall  have  further 
Power  for  the  Maintainance  of  the  faid  Work, 
to  make  fuch  By-Laws  and  Orders,  as  by  and  make  By- 
according  to  the  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  Romney  laws. 
Marfh  is  provided  or  ufed,  as  well  for  the  laying 
and  raifing  of  Taxes  for  the  Maintainance  of 
the  laid  Work,  as  for  the  makirg  and  appoint- 
ing Officers  for  the  Overfeeing  and  Main- 
taining thereof  from  Time  to  Time,  and  al- 
lowing fit  Salaries  and  Recompence  for  the 
fatne,  and  for  all  other  neceflary  Purpofes 
and  Things,  as  they  (hall  think  fit  and  re- 
quifite  in  that  Behalf,  out  qf  the  faid  ninety- 
five 
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onmiffioMn  Bve  thoufand  Acres   only.     And  be  it  ili 
I  men.         cnaifted  and  ordained.  That  the  Comai 

hereafter   named,    or    any  five  or  more  A 
them,  [hall  hereby  have  Power  to  iiuaB| 
tlie  MiddU'Tempk  Hall  Louden,  upon  ihefem^l 
Day   after    the  End    of    every  Term,  tbtEl 
to    advife  and  direct,    do  and   aift,  jcoiil 
ing  to  the  Powers  in  this  AGt  given  to  tbanJ 
and  fhali  have  Powtr  from    Time   to  Tbttl 
to  adjourn  their  Meeting  to  (uch  other Timcl 
and  Place  as  they  Ihail  think  fit,  andtindifl 
ftiall  have  Powit,  by  View   or  oihcrwiusi 
to  them    fhall   fccm    tneer,    from  Tim:  id  I 
Time,    when  and    fo  often  as    any  Put  a  I 
Parts  of  the  faid  Level,    amounting  to  ^  I 
When  3000  Quaniicy  of  thirty   rhoufand  Acres  or  more,  I 
Acrei  drained  ^^y^  ^  drained  as  aforcfaid,   to  judge  the  limt  1 
■'"  ''       to  be  drained,  and  forthwith  to  give  thclVid  1 
mUiam  Earl  of  Bedford,  Edward  RufeSj  Rs- 
bert  Henley  and  Robert  Cajlle^   their  Heirs  and  1 
To  deliver    AfTtgns  in  Truft  as  aforcfaid,  Seirin  and  Fof- 
Sefin  of  fo  feiTion  of  his  and  iheir  Proportions  of  iht   ' 
""."^J^*^^^'^^^^  nineiy  five  ihoafand  Acres  formerly  fet  forth 
a's*'(hill  lie"  ^  aforcfaid,  or  according  to  fuch  Altcratitxis 
ihEiein,  tlierein    as    Hiall  be  made  by  Virtue  of  this 
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1  fhall  be  adjudged  to  be  drained  as  afore* 
id,   whereby   they  fhall  become  true   and 
svftil  Owners  thereof,  and  rightfully  feifcd  to 
lem  and  their  Heirs,  to  the  Ufe  of  them 
id  their  Heirs,  upon  fuch  Truft  as  afore- 
id,  to  hold  the  fame,  without  any  Let,  In- 
nruption^  Diminucion  or  Difturbance  of  the 
lid  late  King,  his  Heirs  or  SuccefTors,  or  any 
Maiming  by,  from  or  under  him;  and  (halt  To  hold  of  the 
lold  the  fame  of  the  Manor  of  Eafi  Greenwich^  Manor  of  Ekik 
)y  Fealty  only,    in  free  and  common  Soc-  G^««^w«^- 
:age,  and  not  otherwife;  any  Law,  Decree^ 
flict  of  Sewers,  or  other  Thing  whaifoever  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftand- 
ing.     And  whereas  fome  particular  Perfons 
and  Pari  flies  do  conceive  that  the  Draining 
in  one  Place  would  drown  or  make  worfe  their 
Lands  inr  other  Places,  and  whereas  likewife 
divers  Perfons  have  or  will  receive  Benefit  by 
the  (aid  Draining,  and  do  not  yet  contribute 
towards  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres  ; 
and  others  do  conceive  and  fear  that  they  (hall 
be  drawn  to  contribute  to  the  fame  though 
they  receive  no  Benefit  thereby,  and  uo  fur- 
ther alledge  that  the  faid  ninety- five  thoufand 
Acres  in  many  Places  are  not  indifferently  fct 
out;  Be  it  therefore  further  enafted  and  or- 
dained. That  the  faid  Commiflioners  hereafter 
named)  or  any   fix  or  more  of  them,  (hall 
have  Power  within  three  Years  a^ter   the  faid 
Draining  adjudged,  and  fuch  PoffeflSon  giv€ji 
as  aforcfaid,  to  give  or  make,  and  (hall  give 
or  make  Satisfadion  out  of  the  ninety-five  Jo  give  Saiii^ 
thoufand  •  Acres,    to  fuch  Perfon  or   Perfons  Jj^^  J^^^ 
whofe  Lands  or  Intercft  therein  Ihall  be  made  ^^^fg  ^Yi^  i^ 

worfe  6  Car.  I. 
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worfe  in  Quality  or  Condition  by  the  ai 
faid  Draining,  then  they  were  before  tbeU 
denaking  ot  the  Draining  of  the  faid  loc 
in  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  the  Gidbt 
King,   and  proportionable    to  the  Loli  ail 
Damage  the  Owners  and   Occupiers  of  lotl 
L.ands  fhall  receive    by   Realbn   of  thcUi 
Power  within  Draining-,  and  alfo  lliall  have  Power  witliE| 
Jiree  Yean  eo  the  faid  three  Years  to  give  Allowance  (oil 
E*«  *"'«'-  faid /FW/wffl  Earl  of  Be^erd,  Edward  Rim 
u"d,b^«"«d  ^fl*^^'  He«/*rand  Rcteri  CaJiU,  their  Hnl 
which  da  Docand  AQigns,  (in  Truftasaforefaid)  oiitofdl 
[:oDiribute  to   fuch  Lands  as  are  not  contributory  to  thebii  I 
AciM  °°**      ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  and  ihall  be  bfr  I 
tcr  in  Quality  or  Condition  for  and  by  Ra- 1 
fon  of  the  faid  Draining,  or  be  thereby  feond  I 
fromOverBowing^andlnundaiicns^andpropK-  1 
tionable  to  the  BeneBt  the  Owners  and  Occufuen  1 
of  fuch  Lands  Ihall  receive  thereby  j  and  flia'J  1 
alfo  have  like  Power,  within   the  laid  tbrte  ' 
Years  after  PoHeOlon  given  as  aforefatd,  to  ' 
alter,  change  and  reftore  fuch  Part  of  the  laiil 
ninety-Bve  thoufand   Acres  as   fiiall  be  fouod 
upon  Complaint  to  be  unequally  and  undulf 


fe  fcHC*"'^  fct  forth,  and  (hall  thereupon  f«  forth  in  Lieu 
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'x  taken,  tliat  the  Lands,  which  fincc  the  faid  Lands  recch 
„;tJndertaking  in  the  faid  Sixth  Year  of    the  Jj'g  ^  ^^^^ 
^Jiaid  JateKing  have  not  or  (hall  not  receive  Be-  ^^^^^  ^^"^'^ 
^'nefit  by  the  faid  Draining,  may  not  be  made 
Ljcontributory  to  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand 
g^  Acres,  nor  to  the  Charges  of  the  laid  Drain- 
m  i^^^  ^^c  (^^^  ^^^  Contributions  (hall  be  taken 
|j2  only  out  of  fuch  Lands  as  (hall  be  bettered 

*  by  the  faid  Draining.  And  be  it  further  enafted 
^  and  ordained,  That  any  Perfon  or  Perfons, 
'  ^  Bodies  Politick  or  Corporate,  (hall  and  may 
5  be  admitted  to  adventure  for  any  Quantity  or 

^^"  Share  of  two  thoufand  Acres,  one  thoufand  J' ^^^^^"^°" 
^    Acres,  or  five  hundred  Aaes,  Parcel  of  the  faid  ,  q^^^  ^r'ro< 

•  ninety-five  thousand  Acres,   fo.as  the  whole  Acres', 
Quantity  of  Land,  which  all  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons,  Bodies  Politick  or  Corporate  (b  to  be 
admitted  to  adventure  for,  exceed  not  thirty 
thoufand  Acres,  to  be  indifferently  divided 

and  fet  out  to  fuch  Adventurers  in,  aily  Part  except  the 
of  the  (aid  twenty  Lots,  except  in  one  Lot  ^^^^  ^* 
in  the  Lord(hip  of  norney^  belonging  to  the 
faid  fVilliam  Earl  of  Bedford^  at  the  Rate  of 
fifty  Shillings  an  Acre  ;  To  have  and  to  hold 
to  them  and  their  Heirs,  fo  as  the  Party  or 
-Parties  fo  defiring  to  adventure  (hall,  within 
three  Months  after  the  PafTing  of  this  Aft,  Adventurers 
fubfcribe  in  a  Book  to  be  appointed  by  the  ^^^^^^^^^'j^  *" 
faid  IVitRam  Earl  otBedford^  Edward  Rujfellj^^^^^^^  ^^ 
Robert  Henley  and  Robert  Cajlle^  or  any  two  ture  for, 
of  them,  to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe,  for  how 
many  Acres  he  or  they  will  make  Choice  to 
adventure  for,    and   fo  as  one   half  of  the 
whole  Sum,  which  the  Adventure  of  any  Per- 
fon 


Iven- 
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«t  the  Rate  of  fon  or  Pcrfons,  Bodies  Politick  and  Corporate 

wte^'lcfto^^^  adventuring  at  the  Rate  of  fifty  Shillings, 

Tfeafarcr.      ^^  Acre,  fhall  amount  unto  as  aforefaid,  (haU 

be  paid  in  to  fuch  Treafurer  or  Receiver  ai 

fhall  i3e  appointed  by  the  faid  William  Earl  of 

Bedford^  Edward  Rujfell,  Robert  Henley  and  Rp* 

bert  Cajile^  or  any  two  of  them,  before  the  Ead 

of  three  Months  next  after  the  Faffing  of  this 

A£i:,  and  the  other  Half  thereof  within  one 

Year  next  after  the  Faffing  of  this  A6t :  And 

from  and  after  fuch  Payments,  the  faid  Wil^ 

Ham  Earl  of  Bedford^  Edward  Rujfelly  Rjobirt 

Henley  and  Robert   Caftky   their   Heira  and 

Affigns,   to  (land  trufted  for  fuch  Party  or 

Parties  fo  adventuring,  their  Heirs  and  Af* 

figns,  according  to  their  Proportions  advent 

tured  for,  as  for  the  other  former  Adventurers 

Trallees    to  and  Participants,  and  their  Heirs  and  Afligns. 

appoint  Trea-  And  the  faid  IVilliam  Earl  of  Bedford^  Ednxmi 

ClTrk  """^      ^^-^^'''  ^^^^^^  Henley,  and  Robert  Caftle^  or 
*   *  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to 

appoint  as  well  a  Treafurer  for  Receipt  of  all 
fuch  Monies,  as  a  Clerk  for  keeping  the  faid 
Book,  and  (hall  have  Power  to  change  them 
as  often  as  they  (hall  fee  Caufe,  and  to  dif- 
pofe  the  Money  paid  in  by  any  fuch  new  Ad- 
venturer, or  a,ny  Part  thereof,  for  the  Pcr- 
fefting  the  faid  Work  of  Draining;  and  the 
Surplufage,  if  any  be,  amongft  the  faid  fVil- 
Ham  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  former  Adventurers 
and  Participants,  their  Heirs  and  A(rigns,  and 
fuch  Pcrfon  or  Perfons  from  whom  any  Land, 
Part  of  the  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  (hall 
be  taken  by  Reafon  of  fuch  new  Adventurers, 

Ihall 
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II  rpoeive  a  full  and  proponiooable  Com« 
Ation  fix  ftidi  Lands  out  of  the  RdQdue 
the&td  ninety-five  choufand  Acres,  from 
ry*  one  Share  and  Share  like,  aoooiding  to 
•  Aoportion    of  the   Adventure,   eicepc 
)  fiid  If^mm  Earl  of  Bed^t  hot  m 
irag^  fior  which  neverthelefs  he  is  to  be 
itribatory    ia    Proportion   by  other  his 
Ii4ii  iWcel  of  the  laid  ninety-five  thou- 
d  Acreiy  for  Supply  thereof;  and  in  Cafe  Dtftreneet 
f  Difference  arife  about  the  fetting  out  any  ^^tjetdng 
ii  Adventures  or  Proportioning  of  Satif-  ^"'^ "SST 
ftiooy  the  Commiflioners  hereafter  named,  mined  hj 
any  fix  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  Cbmmiffio- 
Aorosed  and  remiired  to  hear  and  determine  '^^'** 
6  iame :  And  fuch  Perlbn  or  Perfons  ad- 
aturing  as  aforelaid,  fiull  not .  pay  or  be 
mribotory  to  pay  any  more  than  the  (aid 
m  of  fifty  Shillings  an  Acre,  for  or  to* 
irds  the  doing  of  the  laid  Work  of  Drain-  ^f^  q,,^ 
gi  yet  neverchelefs  every  fuch  Perfon  oring,  Adven- 
afims  fo  adventuring,  after  the  iaid  Work  to^^n  ^^uim 
■  Draining  or  any  Part  thereof  (hall  be  ^^  wntribote 
dgtjd  to  be  done^  (hall  always  aft^wards,  Za  E! 
r  the  Quantity  of  his  and  their  Adven- cenance. 
ire,  be  liable  and  equally  contributory,  ac- 
irding  to  his  and  their  Proportion,  to  and 
ith  the  Refidue   of   the   faid    ninety-five 
loufiind  Acres,  or  any  Part  thereof,  for  and 
iwards    the    Repairs,      Maintenance    and 
keeping  of  the  faid  Woiics  of  Draining: 
.nd  whereas  by  a  Law  or  Decree  of  Sew-  x^^  of  Sew 
5,  made  in  the  nineteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  ers  i9jac. 
^  King  Jamesy   one  hundred  and    twenty  ^^  of  Scw- 

S  thoufand  •"•  *i  "'*''- 

Car.  I  .declared 
null  and  void. 
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ihoufand  Acres  were  decreed  to  begiKD| 
the  Draining  of  the  laid  L.evel ;  and  vk 
by  another  Law  or  Decree  of  Sewet^  a 
«t  Huntingdon^  in  rhe  fourceenth  Year  of 
Reign  ofthe  faid  King  C&izr^j,  Sfty-fensAl 
fand  Acres,  over  and  above  the  laid  Bin 
ihoufand  Acres,  were  alio  decreed  to  begl 
the  laid  Draining}  now  to  the  £ad  IkG 
try  may  not  be  double  charged,  nor  u 
mioution  of  ihc  Recompence  hereby  is 
to  be  given  for  the  faid  Work,  be  k  [b>| 
fore  further  enafted.  That-,  the  &id  twoUil 
or  Decrees  of  Sewers  fball  from  hcnatctil 
be  null,  void  and  of  none  Efi%£t,  to  all  III 
:»lof  Bed-  tenis  and  Furpofes  whatfoever.  And  to  ^1 
3rd  and  Ad-  vent  Differences  between  the  Adrenturmiiil 
entureri  to  participants,    their  Heirs  and    AflJens,  &| 

leet  and  en-     .         . ',  .    f»       t     /■  ^^         I 

Tin  a  Book  that  Adventurers  and   Purehafcrs  may  o^l 

James  and    what  of  Right  to  them  beloi^,  be  ttliirdiil 

hare*  of  Ad- enaSed,  that  the  laid  ff^iUiam  Earl  of  &i  I 

entureri.      j^j.^^   Adventurers    and    Participants    ^\ 

Heirs  and  AlTigns,  or  fo  many  of  theta  1 1 

will,  do  meet  the  ^burfd^  Fortnighr, 

after  the  Faffing  of  this  A(5t,   in   the  / ' 

'"      '  "  ",  London, 
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f^obert  HenUy  and  Robert  Cafik^   and  their  Time  of  Entry 
^»cirs,  ia  Pqrfuanceof  theaforciaid  Truft  orjl!^^^^^^^ 
[2tbcfwife,  or  any  Affignmcijt,  Lcafc,  Grant^J"^;;;^ 
™y  Conveyance  by  any  Adventurer  or  Partici-  chancery. 
ipr^  their  Heirs  or  A(]%ns»  of  any  of  the 
Jd  ninety- five  ihou&nd  Acres,  or  any  Thing 
^%£,  Charge  upon  or  out  of  the  fame,  (ball  be 
Mfalid  or  of  Force^  until  fuch  Afllgnnient,  Leafe, 
PlGrant  or  Conveyance  or  Charge  (ball  be  en- 
*  itereti  in  the  Book  with  the  faid  Clerk  for  the 
4lTitne  being,   or  inroUed  in   the  Chancery. 
elAnd  be  it  further  ehaded  and  ordained  by  Commifnoners 
finhe  Authority  aforefaid,  That  the  CoromifTio-  after  named, 
B|.ticrs  hereafter  hamed#  or  apy  (ix  or  more  of  ^.*^  ^*^j^^^.' 
ithem,  (hall  and"  may.  inform  thcmlclires  by  JJ^^^j^^  q J^" 
db*£xarnination  of  Witne(res  upon  Oath,  which  and  their  own 
J  'hereby  they  or  any  fix  or  more  of  them  Qiall  View,  may 
■(  'have  Power  to  admiqi(ter,  and  by  their  own  af^Ja<Jge  of 
,k  -View;  or  by  bo^h  or  either  of  the  (aid  Ways,  J^J.""^^'  ^^''- 
ij  as  in  their  Judgment  (ball  be  expedient,  ofjone/accord- 
m  all  fuch  Foints^  Matters  and  Things  which  in  ing  to  the  In- 
if   their  Judgments  arc  or  (ball  be  necc(Iarv,  for  tent  of  this 
[|   the  better  and  more  fpeedy  executing  all  and  ^^- 
\    every  the  Powers  hereby  given  them,  and  do- 
I  ,  ing  Juftice  therein  according  to  the  true  Intent 
<    and  Meaning  of  this  hGt.    And  the  Sheriffs,  Sheriffs  and 
,    and  ail  other  Officers  and  Minifters  of  all  and  Officers  to 
every  die  fefpeftivc  Counties  in  which  the  Pre-  *^^  ''^^"** 
mifies  lie,  are  hereby  required  to  be  aiding 
and  affifting  in  all  and  fingular  the  Premiffes. 
And  it  is  hereby  cna&ed  and  ordained  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid.  That  WilUam  Lentball^QommMSxonttt 
Efq;  Speaker  of  the  Parliament,   the  Lord  named. 
Keeper,  Lord  Chancellor,  or  Lord  Commifli- 
oner  or  CommifU'oners  of  the  Great  Seal  of 

S  2  EngUnd 
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England  for  the  Time  being,  all  the  Judgci 
of  the  Upper  Bench  and  Common  f  lea^,  and 
Barons  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for  the 
Time  being,   PbiUp  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
MontgorHety^  tVilliam  Earl  of  Salisbury^  Ed^ 
ward  Lord  Howard  Baron  of  Efcfick^  Sir  John 
DanverSi  iKlnighr,  Sir  jfohn  Burgoyne^  Knight, 
Sir  John  Bourcider,  Knight,  Sir  thomai  Wd- 
finghamy  Knight,   Sir  Nathaniel  BamardiftoH^ 
'Knight,   Sir  Gilbert  Pickerings    Knight  and 
Baronet,  Sir  Dudley  Norths  Knight,  Sir  yobn 
Trevor^  Knighr,  Sir  Peter  ff^entworth,  Koighc 
of   the  Baths    Sir    John    Evelyn   of  PHlts^ 
,  Knighr,  Sir  Henry  Mildmay^  Knight,  Oliver 
Cromwelly  Lieutenant  General,  Henry  Ireton^ 
Commiffary  General,   Robert  Reynolds^  E(q; 
Miles  Corbet^    Efq;    Nathaniel  Bacon^    Elq; 
John    MayHard^    Efq;    Henry    Darley^    Elq; 
Robert  Brewfter^  Efq;  John  Crew^  Efij;  Jom 
Trenchards  Efq;  Jom  Palmer^  Dodlor  of  the 
Laws,  John  Goodwin^  Efqj  Colonel  Valentine 
JVanton^  Talbot  Pepys^  Efq;  Alexander  Righy^ 
Efq;  John  Gourdon^  Efq;  William  Leman^  Efij; 
"Thomas  Toll^  Efq;  Francis  Bacon^  Efq;  Nicho- 
las LoDe^  Elq;  Luke  Robinfon^  Eftj;   Richard 
Cromwell,  E{q\  Colond  Edward  Roffitor^  John 
Seldeny  Efq;   Nathaniel  Fines^   Efq;   William 
Pierrepont,   Efq;   John  Dove,  Efq;    Colonel 
Francis  Riijjfell^  Richard  Kmgbtleyy  Efq;  Join 
Fry,  Efq;  John  Sadler,  Efq;  Edward  Elton^ 
head,  Efq;  Jeremiah  Whitchcot,  Efq;  William 
Steel,  Efq;  William  Stephens,  Efq;  John  Ste- 
phens^ Efq;  Thomas  Ducket,  Efq;  John  Low* 
ry,  Efq;  and  every  of  them,  are  hereby  ap- 
poiiited  and  authorized  Commiffioners  to  hear, 

determine 
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sermine,  order,  adjudge  and  exectite  all  (uch 
atters  and  Things^  as  are  prefcribed  in  this 
3t  before  limited.     And  it  is  laftly  ordained  Aaions 

Authority  aforcfaid.  That  all  and  every  Per-  brought  for 
i  or  Perfons  concerned  or  to  be  concerned  "^executing* 

this  Aft,  or  which  (hall  do  any  Thing  in  ©f  this  Aa, 
cecution  of  the  fame,  (hall  and  may  upon  Defendant 
y  Aftion,  Suit  or  Information,  plead  the  »*y  P^<^^^  ^'^c 
meral  Iffuc ;  and  upon  any  Iffue  joined  may  ^^^^lyj^^' 
»c  this  Aft  in  Evidence,  which  (hall  be  of  j^  EvMcncc 
ual  Force  and  Validity  as  if  the  fame  had 
en  efpecially  pleaded,  and  all  Judges,  Juf- 
:es,  Jurors  and  others,  io  to  accept  the  fame. 
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Anno     Regni 
C  A  R  O  L  I     IL 

REGIS 

AnglieSy  Scotite^t  Francia  S?  Hibernicey 

D  E  C  I  M  O    Q^U  INTO. 

At  the  Parliament  tcgun  at  Wejiminfter  the 
eighth  Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1661, 
in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
mod  Gradous  Sovereign  Lord  CHARLES, 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c. 

And  there  continued  till  the  nineteenth  of  Me^  in 
the  fourteenth  Year  of  his  Majcfty's  Diid  Reign : 
And  thence  prorogued  to  the  eighteenth  of  Febru- 
ary then  next  following: 

And  there  continued  to  the  twenty*  feventh  of  July 
in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  his  Majcfty's  Reign :  And 
thence  prort^ed  to  the  fixtcenth  of  March  then 
next  following. 
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Anno  XV. 


CAROL  I  II.    Regis. 


An  Ad  for  fettling  the  Drain- 
ing of  the  Great  Level  of 
the  Fens  called  Bedford  Lev^l. 

WHEREAS  certain  Moors,  Picamblc. 
Marfhes,  fenny  and  low  fur- 
rounded  Grounds  within  the 
Counties  of  Northampton^  Nor-^ 
folk^  Suffolk^  Uncoln^  Cambridge  zxiA  Hunting- 
don^ and  the  Ifle  of  Ely  were  called  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens^  and  after  feveral '  fruitless 
Undertakings  for  Draining  the  fame  were, 
upon  the  Defires  of  many  Perfbns  of  Worth 
and  interefted  in  the  lame,  declared  to  be  a 
great  and  noble  Work  and  of  much  Concern- 
ment to  the  whole  Country,  and  at  their  ear- 
nefl:  Defire  undertaken  to  be  drained  by  Francis 
late  Earl  of  Bedford j  according  to  a  Law  of 
$ewers  made  at  King's  Lynn  in  the  fixth  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Charles  of  Glo- 
rious Memory!  which  laid  Level  is  bounded  as 

£pIloweth, 
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ndarin  offollowcth,    (viz.)  Eaftward   from  the  Briiigl 
^"'*      and  Caufey  of  Stoake  umo  Brandos  Bridgcnp.! 
OP  tlie  Uplancls  of  Nortbold,  Metboldy  ivM,! 
Ihckwold  and  Wilton  in  the  County  of  JVorfifi,! 
and  from   Brandon  Bridge   unto  the  Endefl 
Worlingten  Lode  upon  Mildenball  River,  upal 
the  Uplands  of  Brandon,   the  Low  GfouAl 
of  ^«'»j/(W(/ excluding  the  fame,  the  Uplaail 
of  Lakingheath,  the  Low  Grounds  of  £«■/^| 
well  excluding  the  fame :  And  the  Uplands  i  I 
Mildenhall  in  the  County  of  Suffolk  Southwri  I 
from  Worlington  Lode  unto    Burwell  Blod  1 
upon  the  Uplands    of    Trekingham,    ^/Sm,  \ 
Ferdham^  Soham  and  IVicHn  iri  the  Comity  a  I 
Cambridge,  and  excluding  the  Low  GroDnds  I 
of  Burwell,  Landward  and  other  Places  lying  I 
Eaftward  from  Bur'well  Block  aforefaid,  wii  j 
from  thence  unto  the  Mill  uolt  ^nglefy  JUj  \ 
upon  theUpknds  of  Bunnell  Reach,  SxoMffbm  \ 
Prior,  Swaffham  Bulbeck  and  Botjham  in  tfce  | 
County  of  Cambridge ;  and  from  thence  onto 
the  Ferry- place  at  Clayhith  upon  the  Uplani 
called  ^uyball,  the  Low  Ground  called  Lra 
Fi-n,    and    (lie   L'plands   of   tiorningfey 
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Try,  Ramfeyy  Upwood^  Raveley^  Wood-^iVaUon^ 
jwtreyy     Connington^     Glatton    and    Holme^ 
tldecoUy   Denton^  Stilton^  Taxley^  Pajj'et  and 
'andground  in   the  County   of  Huntingdon^ 
ccluding   the  Low  Grounds   lying    on  the 
Jorth   Side   of    the   River  of    Oufs  above 
'.ritb^y  and  from  the  faid  Dam  unto  Peter- 
urcugb  Bridge  upon  the  faid  River  of  Neane\ 
nd  froth  thence  unto  the  Ferry- place  near 
Valdron  Hall  upon   the  Uplands  of   Teter^ 
trough  and  the  Soake  thereof  in  tl.e  County 
>f  Northampton  -,    and   Northward  from  the 
aid    Ferry-place   near    IValdron    Hall  unto 
Zrowland  Bridge  upon  the  River  of  IVeltand^ 
md  from  thence  to  Dowfedale  upon  the  Bank 
rf    Great    Porfand^    and  from   thence   unto 
Guyburne  upon  the  Southea  Bank,  and  from 
thence  unto  Tilnehurne   upon    the  Bank   of 
the  Fen  Ground  called  Walderfea^  and  from 
thence  unto  Elme  Leame  at  Grangers  Houfe 
upon  the  Bank  of   the  Fen  Ground  called 
Coldbam^  and  from  thence  unto  the  River  of 
Neane  near  Thurlings  in  Upwell  upon  the  Bank 
of  Needbam  called   Bijhops  Pikcy   and   from 
thence  unto  ff^ell  Creek  at-  the  North- weft 
Cbrricr  of  ff^ajftngham  Fen,  upon  the  Bank  of 
the.  Grounds  in   Upwell  and   Outwell  called 
Playfeild  and  Cburcbfeild^  excluding  the  afore- 
faid  Fens    and    Grounds    called    IValderfea^ 
CoUbanij  Needam^  Playfeild  and  Churchfeild ; 
and  from  thence  unto  Sailers  Lode  upon  the  new 
Podyke  Bank,  and  from  thence  unto  the  Mouth 
of   the  River  JViJfey  upon  the    River  Oufe^ 
and  from  thence  unto  HelgayBnd^  upon  the 
Hivcr  ff^iffey^  and  from  thence  unco  the  Up- 
lands 
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lands  at  the  End  of  the  Bank  of  the  Gra 
late  of  L'V'i^n:  '^'hj^'jL'.uh,    Efq-,  deceafcd,  [ 
on   the    fatd    E^nk,    and     from    thence  ni 
Stoake  Bridge  upon  the  Uplands  of  Rm 
Decrbam,  IVecrham,  IVreiion    and    S/Piifc  i 
Eicept     Mr.  the  faid  County  of  Norfolk^    except  the  ittl 
So*d^''      ^^"^^^  Gtounds  late    of    Edrnond  mp,^ 
Efq;  lying  on  the  North  Side  of  the  Riveicfl 
Recite  FisnciiOa^.     And  whereas  the  laid  iv-ir»(rj  late  Eii;  I 
Eari  of  Bed-  ^f  Qe^^grd  was  to  have,  for  his  Recompeual 
w£g,.ndtoOf  eiFtding  that  difficult  Work,  only  ninety- [ 
have  95000  five  thoufand  Arrcs  of  the  /;iid  Grounds,  » 
Acres.  convenient  Highway?    and     Pafldges  to  itt  I 

fame-,  and   the  new  River?,    Cu(s  and  Dm  I 
to  be  made  by  the  faid  Earl  and  his  Afiigm,  I 
and  (he  Banks  of  the  fame  and  the  Forelamis  I 
in  ihe  iufKle  of  the  faid  Banks   not    to  excctd  I 
(ixty  Foot    in   Breadth,  which   was  a  Woii  I 
of  fo  great  and  publick  Concernment,  that  hi  | 
fwd  late  Mijcfty  gave  great  Enccumgement  IP  I 
the    faid    Francis  Luc    Earl  of  B^i' 
others,  whcin  he  had  taken  in   to  6e  adven- 
rurers  and  Participants  with  hini  therein,  up- 
on the  Covenants,  Conditions  and  Agrcemenis  ' 
contained  and   fpecified  in  and    by  a  certain 
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t  Earl  ^d  his  Adventurers  and  Participants 
flowed  great  Sums  of  Money  for  perfeding 
le  fathe ;  and  after  his  Death,  and  fome  In- 
truptions,   IViltiam  now   Earl  of  Bedford^ Ezr\Wi\\t»m^% 
3n  and  Heir  to  the  faid  Earl  Francis^  with  Undertaking, 
ivers  of  his  Adventurers  and  Participants, 
y  Colour  of  a  pretended  Aft  of  Parliament  ^^  °f  **V 
I    the  nine  and  twentieth  Day  of  May  in  ^^5* 
he  Year  of  our  Lord  oiie  thoufand  fix  hun- 
tred  forty  and  nine,  proceeded  in  the  com- 
)leating  and  finilhiog  the  faid  Works,  and  the 
u>mmiflioners  appointed  by   that  pretended 
kGt  did  adjudge  the  fame  drained  ^  but  the 
fame  cannot  be  preferved  without  a  perpetual 
conftant  Care,  great  Charge  and  orderly  Go- 
vernment, which   being  reprefented    to  the 
King^s  mod  excellent  Majefty  that  now  is, 
be  hath   been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare 
more  than  an  ordinary  WilUngnefs  to  promote 
and  countenance  a  Work  of  fo  publick  Con- 
arnment,   and  many  Ways  advantagious  to 
this  his  Kingdom.  To  the  End  therefore  that 
a  Work  of  this  Nature  may  receive  publick 
Support  and  Encouragement : 

II.  l^Z  it  enafted  by  the  King's  moft  ex-  Earl  William 
tellcnt  Majcfty,  .with  the  Advice  and  Affent  and  Partici- 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,    and  P*J!^^jJ"^'' 
Commons  in  this  Parliament  affembled,  and  ^^^^ 
by  the  Authority  of  the  fame.  That  the  faid 
H^lliam  Earl  of  Bedford^  Son  and  Heir  of  the 
laid  Francis  Earl  of  Bedford^  and  the  Adven- 
turers and  Participants  of  the  faid  Earl  Fran* 
€i$  and  Earl  WiUiam^  or  either  of  them,  their 
Heirs  and   Afllgns,    in    fuch   Manner  as  is 
herein    contained,    fhall   be  a  Body  Politick 

and 
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and    Corporate^  in    Deed     and     Name, 
have  Succefiion 'for  ever,  by  the  Name  of 
Governor,  Bailiffs    and    Commonalty  of  iA 
Company  of  Cotifervators  of  the  GrealLciti 
of  the  Fens;  which  Corporation    fhall  axfll 
of  one  Governor,  fix  BailifK,  twenty  ConfeJ 
vators  and  Commonalty,  and   Hiail  have  d\ 
ufe  a  Common    Seal    lo     be  appointed  bi  I 
themfclves,   and   aflemble    and    meet  t(^l 
ther,  when,  where,  and  as  oft  as  thcyplci|l 
and  appoint  a  Rcgifter,  Receiver,  one  or  mm  I 
Seijeants  at  Mice,  and  other  Officers,  andat- 1 
low    them  Salaries,    and    remove    them  wA  1 
make  new  at  their  Pleafure.      And   the  Hi  I 
William  Ear!  of  Bedford  is  to  be  the  firft  Go-  1 
vernor;    Richard  Lord  Gorges,    Sir  Rkhaii  I 
OnJlyiVi    Knighr,    Sir    ffilltam     ^erringbat,  I 
Knight  of  the  Balb,   Samuel  Sandys,    Them 
Chfchely,  and  Samuel  Forlreyy  Eiquires,  thcfii 
firft  Bailiffs  -,  Sir  Gilbert  Gerhard yan.  Knight, 
fViUiam    Denion,     JVilUam     Crane,     Edmrd 
Berry-Godfrey,  Arlhur   E'vefyn^  Samael  Smith, 
Roger  Jemiitgs,  Robert  Cnjik^  Robert  Hamp- 
fon,  Jcjfpb  Ayloffe,    Efquirts,     Thomas  LorJ 
Cu!re:vci\  Sir   ^Inkn  Thzi 
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lall  be  then  prefent ;  and  (hall  be  capable  to  To  faeaod  be 
jc  and  be  fued,    and  without  Licence   of  ^"**** 
tfortmain  to  purchafe  Manors,  Lands,  Te-  To  parchafe 
lements,   and  Hereditaments,  not  exceeding  Lands, 
wo  hundred  Pounds  per  Annunij  and  Goods 
lod  Chattels,  and  to  difpofe  thereof  in  the 
Mame,  and  to  theUre  of  the  faid  Corporation; 
lad    the  faid  Governor,   Bailiffs  and  Confer-  Gowaor, 
/ators,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them^  whereof  q^^  ^^ 
the  laid  Governor  or  Bailiffs  or  any  of  them  or^"n7fi!^* 
to  be  two,  (hall  and  may   lay  Taxes  from  whereof  Go- 
Time  to  Tirtie  upon  all  the  (aid  ninety-five  veroor  and 
tbou&nd   Acres  only  for   Support,  Mainte- ^**'*  ^°  ^ 
nance  and    Prcfcrvation    of    the  faid  Great  Taxes^^  ^*^ 
X/eve!^  and  levy  the  fame  with  Penalties  for  Penalty  not  to 
Non-payment,  not  exceeding  a  third  Part  of  Exceed  a  third 
the  Tax,  and  all  other  Things  do  in  Order  P*^^- 
to  the  Support,  Maintenance  and  Prelervation  ^-^f/j ^  ^^ 
of  the  (aid  Great  Level  and  Works  made  and  jadug  to^'iihc 
to  be  made.  Support,  ^c. 

IIL  9nli  whereas  by  the  faid  Law  of  EarJ  of  Port- 
Sewers  twelve  thoufand  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  ^?°^'^  ^°^ 
faid  ninety  -five  thoufand  Acres,  were  defigned 
and  intended  to  his  faid  late  Majefty,  and 
were  fet  forth  and  allotted  bv  Bounds  in  Seve- 
ralty,  and  his  faid  late  Majefty  was  in  Poffcf- 
fion  thereof,  and  granted,  affigned,  allotted 
and  fee  out  by  Bounds  two  thoufand  Acres, 
Parcel  of  the  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acres,  by 
Letters  Patents,  xxmo  Jerome  ^zx\  oi  Portland^ 
his  Heirs  and  Affigns,  of  which  faid  two 
thoufand  Acres  the  faid  Earl  of  Poi'tland  hath 
fold  away  about  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
Acres  in  feveral  Parcels  to  feveral  Perfons,  their 
Heirs  and  Affigns,    for   valuable  Confidera- 

tions» 
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tecs,  xsd  tint  Rc&?ae  ibeieo^  bdng  ix 
£re  bosdred  Acres,  barn  gi^ml  and  cooin 
ei  1111:0  his  Bcocber  Baff^mtm  W^n,  h 
trJi  ha  Heirs,  npoo  firvcrsl  Tnifts  ^ 
opoo  bctwe-n  the  £ud  £aH  of  Portiaiu 
SfmemiM  W^tn^  hj  Wridi^  for  dot  b 


IV.  *££  it  therdbre  ciiaftcd  by  the  jil 
thcrity  aforcCiid,  That  tbc  &id  twotbaJEl 
Aoa,  or  (bch  other  Lands  of  oqml  Vibil 
UbII  be  (ct  forth  u  Exchange  of  the  but,! 
io  Cafe  the  foremcDckxied  cwo  thoolaDd  Aos,! 
or  aoy  Part  ibcreof,  Quil  bereafier  be  ac^  I 
ed  to  bare  been  unduly  let  oar,  fhall  be,  a^  1 
hereby  are  refted,  feLtled  auid  cftabliibed  i  I 
ibc  Gid  (everal  and    rcfpefhvc   Perfoni,  [d  I 
whom  (he  laid  Earl  of  Portlaad  bath  fb  cd&  I 
Vfved  cr    mentioned    to    ooarey   the  iaiiX;  1 
their  Heirs  and  Afligns  relpediTdy,  to  evii  I 
Pcrfon,  his  Heirs  and  AlB^is,  bis  and  thn  1 
fererat  and  refpedive  Share  and  Shares,  thu  I 
W3J  fo  refpcftivcly  to  each  of  them  conveyBi 
or  mentionoi  to  be  conveyed  by  the  faid  Earl 
o!    ParUar.d,  xo  be  held    or  enjoyed  by  [km 
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Lcrts  (hail  be  holdcn  of  the  King's.Majcftjr,  •* 
is  Heirs  and  Succefibrs,  of  the  Manor  of 
lafi-Greenwicb^  by  Fealty  only  in  free  and 
ommon  Soccage,  and  not  ocherwife,  and  fub- 
!ft  neverch^rkfs  with  the  Refidue  of  the 
liqety-five  thouiand  Acres  in  equal  Propor- 
ion  to  all  Taxes  and  Charges  necefiary  and 
onducing  to  the  Prefervacion  of  the  faid 
jreat  I-evel  from  Drowning. 

V.  9nti    be    it    further  enafbed    by   the  83000  Acres 
Authority  aforefaid.    That   the  eighty-three  vcftcd  in  the 
houfimd  Acres  Remainder  of  the  faid  ninety-  ^'^rporaiion, 
ive  thoufand  •  Acres^    with  the  faid   Ways, 
Paflages,    new  Rivers,  Cuts,   Drains,  Banks 
ind  Forelands,  oyer  and  above  the  faid  ten 
thpuland  Acres,  Refidue  of  the  faid   twelve 
thoufand  Acres  which  were  allotted  in  Seve- 
ralty, and  ot  which  his  faid  late  Majcfty  was 
in  Poifeflion   as  aforefaid,  are  hereby  veded 
and  iettled    in    the    faid    Governor,  Bailiffs 
and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of  Confer- 
vators  of  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
and  their  Succeffors :  In  Truft  neverthelefs  for  in  Troft  for 
the   faid  William  Earl  of  Bedford^  and  the  William  Earl 
Advcqturers  and  Participants  of  the  faid  Earl  ^  Bedford, 
Francis  and  Earl  fVilliam^  or  either  of  them, 
their  Heirs  and  Affigns,  in  fuch  Manner  and 
Wife  as  is  herein  atter  more  particularly  and 
efpeciaUy  limited  and  provided  *,  and  accord- 
ing to  fuch  Parts  and  Proportions  as  they  re- 
fpcftively  now  hold  and  enjoy,  or  by  Virtue 
aod  Provifion  of  this  Aft  ought  to  hold  and 
^^joy^  fubjeft  and  liable  likewife   to  the  Pay- 
ns^ent  of  all  Taxes  and  Charges  as  aforefaid, 
Co   be    holden   of  the  King's   Majefty,   his 

T  tlcirs 
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To  be  heW  in  Heirs  antl  Sticceflbrs,   of  the  Manor  of 
5occage.        Greenwich,  by  Fealty  only  in  free  and 

mon  Socage,  and   not   oiherwifc:  And 
loooo  Acres  f^"^  'C"  thoLifand  Acres,   Refidue  of  the 
ceOed  in  the   twelve  thoufand  Acfes,  (whereof  his  faidhl 
King,  fubjeft  Majetty  was   in   Pofleflion    as  aforefiid)  k 
w'laxei.       hereby  vcftcd  and  fettled  in  his  Maieftjita 
now  is,  and   his  Afligns,  fubjeft  and  IMt 
wiih  the  Refidue  of  the  ikid  ninety-fivcria 
fand  Acres,  to  the  fame  Taxes  and  Chrgs 
before  fpecified.     And  becaufe  the  fald  Gik 
Level  of  the  Fens  extends  into  the  faidfi 
Counties,  bdfides  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  and  fcre- ' 
much  as  Commiflioners  of  Sewers  cannoit- 
gally  proceed  in  Execution  of  their  Comi 
fion,  but  by  a  feveral  Jury  of  every  Couffli 
lo  enquire  of  the  Matters  within  their  Cm> 
million  in  that  County,  which  hath  hereiofort 
jnforced  the  faid  Elarl,  his    Participanis  ani 
Adventurers,    Commiffioners  and    Counine, 
to  very  great  Trouble,    Lofs   and  Expena, 
both   of   Money    and   Time  j    for   avoi' 
^ZomtnifiJonert*^'*^^  Inconvenlencles,    It  is    hereby 
3f  Sewera      ena6lcd  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  T 
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[Mf  Confcrvators,  or  any  five  or  more  of 
cm,  whereof  the  faid  Governor  or  Bailiffs, 
their  SucccflTors,  or  any  of  them,  to  be 
o,  are  hereby  enabled  and  imjiowered  from 
^*lJCcforth    to    ufc  and    etercile  the  Power 
^•iid  Authority  of  Commiffioners  of  Sewers 
=^Uhin   the  faid  Great   Level  of  the  Fens^  Within 
—and  of  the  Works  made  or  to  be  made  with-  ^^^|;  ^ 
■Mit  the  faid  Great  Level,  for  conveying  of  the  ^^^^  ^  ^^ 
-^Vaters  of  the  faid  Great  Level  by  conveni- 
ent Outfais  to  the  Sea,   touching  all  Mat- 
ers and  Things  whatfocVer   happening    to 
executed   or  done  within  the  faid  Great 
evel,  or  the  faid  Works  without  the  faid  Great 
rJLievel,  enquirable,  punifhable,  or  to  be  done 
Eifby  Commiffioners  of  Sewers,  and  therein  to 
^  a6t:  and  proceed  by  one  or  more  Juries  6f  good 
^and  lawful  Men,  inhabiting  within  any  Part  ^^^oceed 
m  or  Place  within  the  Boundaries  of  the  faid  ^^^  ^"^^ 
^  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  though  in  fcveral 
^  Counties^  as  if  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the 
^  Fens  lay  within  one   of   the  faid  Counties 
^  dnly,  and  (hall   have  Power  to  irnploy   the 
-•  faid  Serjeants,  or  any  of  them  for  the  Time 
^'  being,  by  Warrant  or  Precept  from  the  faid  Award  P 
,j  Governor,    Bailiffs    and    Confcrvators,    and^^'P^'  ^^ 
J.    their  Succeffors,    or    any  five    or   more  of[^°^jV 
them^   whereof  the  faid  Governor  or  Bailiffs, 


f 


or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  under  the  Com- 
mon Seal  of  the  faid  Corporation,  to  fum- 
mon  and  return  Juries  within  the  Boun- 
daries of  any  Part  of  the  faid  Great  Level, 
and  execute  all  Precepts  and  Proccfs  from 
them,  from  Time  toTim^  and  all  other  Things 

T  2  do. 


Juries  to  ap- 
pear. 
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do,  as   fully  as   any  Sheriff  withio.  his  re- 
fpeftive  County  may  or  can  do  by  Warrant 
or  Precept  from  Commiffioncrs  of   Sewers  ^ 
which  Juries  are  to  appear  at  the  Times  and 
Places  fet  or  appointed  for  them  to  appear 
before  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and   Con- 
fervators,  and  their  Succeffors,  or  any  five 
or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  faid  Governor 
and  Bailiffs,  and  their  Succeffors,  or  any  oi 
them,    to    be    two ;    and    arc    hereby  im- 
^^^*j^g  powered   to  inquire  of,    prefent  and  try  all 
Power  6f      Matters  within   the  faid  Great  I^vel,    and 
Commiffioners  of  and  concerning  the  faid  Works  made  or 
of  Scwen.      to  be .  made  without  the*  faid  Great  LstveU 
for  conveying  of  the  Waters  of  the  (aid  Greac 
Level  by  convenient    Outfals   to    the   Sea^ 
within  the    Power,   of    Commiilioners    of 
Sewers,  as  if  the  fame  lay  within*  any  one  of 
the  laid  Counties,  or  as  if  the  faid  Great  Level 
were  one  djftind:  County  of  itfelf :  And  the  ' 
faid    Governor,    Bailiffs    and    Confervators» 
or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the 
fdid  Governor  or  Bailiffs,  or  any  of  them,  to 
be   two,    Ihall  have  further  Power,  as  well 
for  the  Maintenance  of  the  faid  Great  Level 
as  for   laying   and   levying  of  Taxes  upon 
the   faid   ninety-five   thoufand  Acres,  to  ufe 
and   exercife,  within    the  faid   Great  Level,' 
fuch  and  (he  like  Laws  and  Cuftoms,  and 
confticute  and  appoint  fuch  and  the  like  Of- 
ficers, from  Time  to  Time,  as  are,  or  law- 
fully may  be  ufed  in   Rumney-Marjh  in  the^ 
County  of   Kent ;    they  who  exercife  the  faid^ 
Power    of    Commiffioncrs    of    Sewers    firfti: 

takin 


|1aw8  and 
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iking  the  Oath  which  Commiflloners  of 
iewers  are  by  the  LaW  to  take,  the  which 
)ath  the  faid  Governor  ^nd  Bailifis,  or  any 
if  thetxi,  are  hereby  impowcred  to  admini- 
ler  from  Time  to  Time  without  any  further 
i^ommiflion. 

VI.  9nti  becaufe  the  Metes  and  Bounda- MifUket  of 
ies  df  the  faid  Grounds  within  the  faid  Great  Cbundes,  Pft* 
Level,  as  to  the  Counties  and  Parifhes,  are  "^^  ^^*  ^ 
/ery  uncertain  and  hard  to  b?  diftinguilhed,  fapplicd.    ^ 
Be  it  therefore  further  enaftcd.  That  every 

Writ,  Bill,  Plaint,  Count,  Declaration, 
Information,  Prefencment  and  Indidtment, 
of,  for,  or  concerning  the  faid  Grounds 
within  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
or  any  Part  or  Parcel  of  the  fame,  or  any 
Treipals,  Offence  or  Wrong  done,  afted  or 
committed  within  the  faid  Great  Level,  and 
Proceedings  thereupon,  (hall  be  good  and 
fufficient  in  Law,  though  the  County,  Bi- 
riflj.  Town  or  Place,  or  any  of  them,  in 
foch  Writ,  Bill,  Plaint,  Count,  Dedara- 
tbn.  Information,  Prefcntment  or  Indict- 
ment be  not  righdy  named,  fo  as  there  be 
foch  other  Certainty  or  Defcription  of  the 
Place  whereby  the  fame  is  or  may  be  com- 
monly known. 

VII.  3ttli  be  it  further  enadlcd.  That  no  NoothirCom- 
Other  Commiflioners   of  Sewers  fliall  inter- n^®"*'*  ^  I 
meddle  within  the  faid  Great  Level,  or  with  J^JJ^^^  "*' 
any  the  Works  made  or  to  be  made  for  Sup- 
port,   Maintenance   or    Prefcrvation  of  the 

faid  Great  Level,  within  or  without  the  faid 
<^reat  Level,    as    aforeiaid,    otherwiie   than 
hereafter  in  this  A£t  fhali  be  provided. 

T  3  VIII. 
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VIII.  gnd  be  it  further  enafletl,  Tlal 
Conveyances  by  Indenture  of  ihc  Ciid  nl 
five    thoufand    Acres,     or    any  Pan  th 
entered  wiihin   the    laid    Regjfter  in  ilfa 
to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe,  (hall  ixii^ 
Force    to   convey   the    Freehold  and  I 
tancc  of  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufandA 
any  Part  thereof,  as  if  the  fame  Convtyaal 
by  Indenture  were  for    valuable  ContidfltB 
ons  of  Money    enrolled    within   fix  Misil 
in  one  of  the  King's  Couns    of  RecorltB 
Wiflminjier  ;  And  no  Leafe,  Grant,  or  t*! 
veyance  of,  or  Cnirge  out  of,  or  uponiiil 
fiid  ninety-five  thouland    Acres,  oranyFrl 
thereof,  except  Leafes  for  fcven  Yeatsotiirl 
der,  in  PofieiTion,  fhall  be  of  Force  butfrail 
the  Time  it  Ihall  be  entered  with  theldl 
Regifter    as    al'orefaid,    tlie    Entry    whtreil 
facing  endorfcd    by  the  faid    Regiftcr  ifal 
fuch  Leafe,  Grant,  Conveyance    or  Cbitg;  I 
Ihall  be  as  good  and  effedlual    in  the  1j»,  I 
as    if    the    original  Book    of    Entries  weit  I 
produced  at  any  Trial  at    Law, 
wife. 

IX.  gnti    be   it    further     ena<fted,    Thn  I 
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birtietb  Day  of  September  in  the  Year  of 
ur  Lond  QDC  chouiand  fix  hundred  fifty  an4 
ight,  (other  than  fuch  as  arc  hereby  other-  ?*^  ^^^^» 
irifc  direded  to  be  kvicd)  or  which  (hall  be 
ec  and  jmpofed  upon  the   faid   pinety-five 
houiand  Acres  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft,  and 
hall  be  in  Arrear  upon  the  refpeftive  Part; 
md  Proportions  of  the  faid  ninety -five  thou- 
aod  Acres,  the   faid  Governor,  Qi^ilifis  and 
Coniervators  of  the  faid  Corporation,   and 
:beir  Suoceflbrs  for  the  Time  being,  or  any 
&ve  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  faid  Go- 
remor  and  Bailifis  for  the  Time  being,  and 
their    Succeflbrs,    or  any  of  them,    to    be 
two,    for  levying  ftich   Taxes   and    Penal- 
ties which  now  are  or  (hall  be  fo  in  Arrear, 
upcm  the  refpedtive  Parts  and  Proportions  of 
the  iaid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  (hall,  on 
iVeiHefday  and  Tburfday  in    fViifun  Wcek,Wliiyun 
or  cither  of  diem,  every  Year  at  the  Shire- ^^'^*"' 
Hou(e  in  Ely  aforeiaid  in  the  faid  Ifle  of  Ely^ 
have  Power  only  to  fell  fo  much  of   fucb 
Parts  and  Proportions  of   the   faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres,  upon  which  any  Tas; 
ihall  be  in  Arrear,  or  Penalties  in  fuch  Pro- 
portion, as  the  faid   Governor,  Bailiffs  and 
Coniervators   of    the   (aid  Corporation,    or 
their  Succeflbrs,  or  any  five  or  more  oF  them, 
Mfhereof  the  faid  Governor  and  Bailiffs,  or 
ajny  of  them,  to  be  two,  (hall  judge  to  be 
Sufficient  to  raife  fuch  Taxes  and  Penalties, 
l>7  any  Writing  under  the  Seal  of  the  (aid 
djorporation ;   and  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  to  Law/ol    Poi:* 
bom  fuch  Sales  (hall  be  madq^  (hall  be  a^**f«^' 

T  4  lawful 
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lawful  Purdufer   and    Aflignee  of  lb  m 
as  (hall  be  fold,   lo  ail  Intents  and  T 
wbaifover. 
tvmg  to  te-      XI.  pJOlJiDeO,  That  by  any  ColoDTofJ 
anti to coDti- Sale  for  Non-payment  of  Taxes,  anyT 
"*•  or  Tenants  at  Will,  or  by  Lcafc  Indi 

upon  improved  Rent  of  any  Pare  of  th 
ninety  five  thoufand  Acres,    (hall  not  I: 
moved  from  iiis  or  their   Pofleflion,  uinitbl 
or  ihey  (hall  have  taken  his    or    thrir  Qc;l 
from  off  ihe  Premiircs   fo  Told,  paying  lal 
fonable  Rent,  proportionable  to  the  Timetb:! 
liich    PoflefTion    flirill    from     and    after  iiKil 
Sales  be  continued  1    And    fuch  Tenant  n  I 
Tenants,  as  fhal!  hold  any   Pare   of  thc^l 
ninety- five     ihouland    Acres    by     Leafe,  £■ 
aforeiaid,  Ihall  and  may,    if  he   orthcyflt3l 
think  meet,    continue    out     their     rcfpeSiit 
Terms,  paying    their  Rent    to    fuch  Purclu-I 
fcr  in  Proportion  lo  the  Quantity  of  Acresinl 
purchafedi  any  Thing  herein  contained  to  thi  I 
*iovided,Wf.  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding:  Pro- 1 
vided,  That  the  faid  Corporation,  nor  their  1 
Succeflbrs,  fhall  not   fell    any    Part  or  Pro-  I 
portion    of     the     faid    ninety-five     thouiand  | 


!ty-five  thoufand  Acres, '  fdr  which  any 
or  Penalties  is  or  (hall  be  in  Arrear,  by 
ig  openly  at  the  Shire- Houfe  or  Market- 
in  Ehf  aforefaid,  a  Schedule  in  Parch- 
it  under  the  Seal  of  the  faid  Corporation, 
^ygwjtjlining  fuch  Parts  and  Proportions  of  the 
^jSfnA  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  for  which 
*4liihy  Tax  or  Penalty  is  or  (hall  be  in  Arrear, 
"iirijch  the  Name  and  Names  of  the  rcfpeftive 
•?;Owner  or  Owners^  entered  upon  the  Tax  Roll, 
V  #ith  the  faid  Ccirporation,  of  the  faid  Parts 
^  and  Proporaons  of  the  &id  ninety-five  thoufand 
^i  Acres  fo  in  Arrean 

f       XIII.  9ntl  be  it  further  enaftcd.  That  the  Corporation 
f    (aid  Cbrporatioh  (hall  and  may,  from  Time  to  work^Skhi^ 
Time,  ereft  any  new  Works  within  thfe  faid  ^^  witho«\hc 
Great  Level  or  without  the  (aid  Great  Level,  Level. 
for  conveying  the  Waters  of  the  l^d  Great 
Level  by  convfflient  Outfalls  to  the  Sea;  foifcdtfeveral 
always  that  if  they  cut  any  feveral  Grounds,  Grounds  to 
they  give  full  Recompence  and  Satisfaftion  i}"^  Sadsfec- 
for  the  fame,  in  fuch  Manner  at  ihall  be  ^'^°* 
hereafter  in  this  Aft  provided.    And  if  any  To  dcftroy 
Perfon  or  Pcrfons  (hall  cut,  throw  dowii,  or  "^^^  ™ 
deftroy  any  of  the  laid  Works  made  or  to    *°^*8"  * 
be  made,  as  aforefaid,  the  Parties  offbnding 
ffaall  anfwer    treble    Daniages    to    the  faid 
Corporation,  and  Colb  of  Suit,  to  be  Reco- 
vered in  ah  A£):ion  of  Trcfpafs  to  be  brought 
by  the  laid  Q>rporation  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Courts  of  Record ;  And  if  fuch  cutting,  if  malicioafly 
throwing   down^    or   deftroy ing,    Ihall    be  done,  felony; 
vmalidoufly  done,  the  fame  (haU  be  punilh- 
cd,  as  for  the  cutting  the  Podyke  in  Marfh 
I^d. 

XIV.. 


c^«o 


Gnonai^  ^d  tsKxy  ^Aer  fnxn  Time  toU 
an  ±xi  OfiK  ctafaiw  AaII(brii)nhc^ 
•BM  AOE  v^ia  Ar  Eaerdfe  of  thai  U 
ft^  ^B  m  Q^  Tfa»  be  will  wtU  j 

"      r  i»  aB  r  " 

r  bead 
eof  chan:  AiidfJ 
Rcgiila,  1 
lied  as  il 
■  TimeioTiaK,*! 
^  if  Ac  id^eotiKOKaB  id  be  d)0lcii,Ul 
OiSmK  be  m  *bij  nkc  ^a*  bim  or  ilnD» 
Bndfcaf  ^  faU  WL^uOlt^.  Offices)  dil 
E  ^Bctxtu^  their  I^ 
AQitfaftuU  txK 
faf    ^   ^    Gsvemor,  6^1 
'  more  oil 
nor  tunbcrWat'T 

X^'.  3|A  fa*  ^  Coacnczsce  of  the  &d  | 
Cocpmaoa  ia  ^n*^***"  bir  evrr.  Be  it  lor- 
CbcrcBadni,  TbK  ibebidGovciiKir,  i 
CaBNcnans  sod  ^ 
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Bve  thoufaod  Acres,   nor   to  be  Conferva- Confcrrator* 
tor  that  hath  not   two   hundred   Acrts,  or  ^^°  ^^•• 
more,  of  the  faid  ninety-five  cboufand  Acres, 
nor  any  of  the  Commonalty  to  have  a  Voice  Cbmmooalty 
in  Elcdtions  that  hath  not  one  hundred  Acres, »®®  ^^^* 
or  more,   of  the   faid  ninety-five  thoufand 
Acres.     And  that  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs 
and  Confervators,  or  any  of  them,  (hall  and 
may  be  removed  by  the  laid  Governor,  Bai-  ^*y  *«  rc- 
liffs,    and  ^  Confervators,    and    Comn>onalty ,  ^^^    ' 
or  the  greater  Number  of  them  prefent  at 
{heir    publick    Meetings,    whereof  the  (aid 
Governor  or  one  of  the  Bailiffs  to  be  one, 
and  new  chofen  in  the  Piace  of  him  or  them 
(6  dead  or  removed  :  And  the  faid  Governor, 
BailiflTs    and    Commonalty    alfo    (hall    have 
further  Power  to  have,  demand,  and  receive  To  demand 
an  Accompt  from  all  and  every  the  Officers,  Accomprs 
Agents,  and  Servants,  their   Executors  ♦  and  ^'°™  ^®^"' 
Adminiftrators  heretofore  imployed,  or  here- 
after   to    be    imployed,    for  the   Receiving 
^nd  Paying  of   Money  for  or   in   Relation 
Co   the   carrying  on   of  the  Works  of   the 
praining  ol  the  faid  Great  Level,  and  (hall 
^d  may  fue  for,  and  recover  the  fame  -,  and 
fbac  all  Arrears  of   Rent   already   incurred  Arrears  of 
lipoa  or  out  of  any  Part  of  the  faid  ninety-  f^^^^^J  ^ 
five  thoufand  Acres  upon    any  Contrad  or 
iiea(c  of  the  faid  Premiffes,   or  any  Part  or 
iParcel  thereof,   (hall   be  received  and   reco- 
?crcd,  as  if  the  faid  pretended  Ad  had  been 
a  good  and  effeftual  AcV;    And  if  any  Suit 
be  commenced  againft  the  faid  Corporation,  or 
any  Perfon,  for  any  Matter  or  Thing  done  in 
Purfiiancc  of  this  Ad,  then  he  or  they  (lull  or 

nuy 


\ 
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Plead  General  may  plead  the  General  Iflue,  and  give   the 
liTuc.  Special  Matter  in  Evidence,  upon  any  Trial 

to  be   had  touching  the  fame,  which  (hall 

be    as    good   and  effedual    in    Law,   as  if 

the  fame  had   been    fpecially    pleaded,    and 

the  Jury  upon  the  Trial  to  give  a  Vcrdift 

accordingly. 

King  to  have       XVI.  JpiJOtlftlCtl  always,  and  be.  it  further 

fiich  Title  to  enafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,    That  as 

the  83000      touching  and  corcerning  fuch  Part  and  Par- 

atiamte/had!  ^^'  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres, 

wherebf  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  attainted,  or 
that  (hall  be  attainted,  was  or  were  in  Pof*- 
feflion  at  any  Time  fince  the  nine  and  twen- 
tieth Day  of  May  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  forty  and  nine,    un- 
der pretended  Sales  thereof  refpeftively  made 
by  colour  of  the  faid  pretended  A^,  or  under 
any  'other  Title  or   pretended  Title  whatlb- 
ever,  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  his 
Heirs,  Succeflbrs  and  Afligns,  fliall  have  the- 
fame  and  like  Benefit,   Advantage  and    In- 
tereft    in    all  and   every  the  (aid  Parts  and 
Parcels  of    the    (aid    eighty-three    thouland 
Acres,  and  no  other  than  as  the  faid  Perfons 
fo  attainted,    or  which    (hall    be   attainted, 
could  or  ought  to  have  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft 
in  Cafe  ihey  had  not  been  fo   attainted,    or 
(hall    not    be    attainted.     And  whereas  the 
Shares,     Lots,     Parts    and    Proportions    of 
and  in   the  faid  ninety- five  thoufand  Acres, 
which  in  Purfuance  of  the  faid  Indenture  of 
Fourteen  Parts,    and   by  Virtue    or    Inten-. 
tion  of    the   faid  Aft  and  Law  of  Sewers 

made^ 
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nade  at  hfnn;^  do  belong  and  appertain  ta^edtal  of 
die  faid  Samuel  Sandys  the  Dder,  or  his  JJ^*'^'^^^^ 
iTraftees,  Sir  fVilliam  Terringham^  Sir  Richard  ^1^^  ^g^^ 
0$^hWj  and  other  the  Aflignees  and  Truf- 
tees  of  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel  and 
Surrtf  deceafed,  Arthur  Earl  of  Angle/ey^  Tho- 
mas  Lord  Culpepper^  Robert  Phillips^  Robert 
icaweny  and  to.  divers  other  Perfons,  the  Par* 
tidpants  of  the  faid  Earl  Francis;  and  Par- 
ties to  the  faid  Indenture,  or  their  refpe^tive 
Heirs,  Executors,  Adminiftrators  or  Afligns, 
are  now  polTefTed  and  enjoyed  by  divers  Per- 
Ibns,  who  took,  contracted  for,  or  accepted 
of)  or  by  fuch  who  claim  and  derive  their  In- 
tereft  and  Title  from  and  under  fuch  Perfons 
as  did  take,  con  trad  for,  or  accept  of  pretended 
Eftates  or  Conveyances  of  the  fame,  made, 
or  pretended  to  be  made  by  certain  Perfons 
mentioned  in  and  by  the  faid  pretended  Ad 
of  the  nine  and  twentieth  Day  of  May  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  forty  and  nine,  to 
have  Authority  to  fell  the  Shares,  Lots, 
Barts  and  Proportions  of  fuch  of  the  Adven- 
turers and  Participants  of  the  (aid  Earl 
Francis^  and  of  their  refpedive  Heirs  and  Af- 
figns,  as  (hould  refufeor  make  Default  of  Pay- 
ment of  fuch  Taxes,  as  (hould  by  Colour  and 
in  Purfuance  of  the  faid  pretended  Ad  be  im- 
pofed  upon  them  refpedively,  in  refped  of 
their  Shares  and  Lots,  in  or  out  of  the  faid 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres. 

XVII.  T30  it  therefore  enaded  by  the  Au-  Corporation  to 
thority  aforefaid,  That  the  faid  Governor,  Bai-  ftand  feifed  for 
liflfs  and  Commonalty  of  the  faid  Company  of  Sandys  and 
toHfervators  of  the; faid  Great  Level  of  ^^^""^^  "^^^'^ 

^^"5>  and  Ailisni. 
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Pens,    and    their    SuccefTors,     fiiatl   aiVi 
ftaml  feifed  and  poffefled  of  all  and  ewy 
Shares,    txjts.     Pans    and     Proportions  k\ 
menrioncd,  in  Truft   neverthelefs  to  and  fa 
the  Ufc  and  Behoof  of  che  faid  SaT/md  Siti-A 
the  Elder,  or  his  Truftees  in  Truft  for  hii^ 
Sir  William  Terringbam^  Sir  Richard  Onjk, 
and  others  the  faid  Afllgnees  and  Tniltal 
of  HcKTy   late  Earl  (rf  j^nmdel    and  Stm 
deccafed,  Arlbur'EAT\o^ Angtefey^^hemaslM 
Culpepper,  RoierS  Phillips^  Robert  Scawin^  sA 
of  their  refpeflive  Heirs  and  Afligns,  and  is 
and  for  the  rcfpcftive  Ufts  and  Behoofs  of  k 
faid  other  Perfons,    the    Participaots  of  ik 
faid  Earl'FrdinWj,  andParties  to  the  faidb 
demure  of   Fourieen  Parts,  and  of  their  k- 
fpciftive  Heirs  and  AlUgns  now  out  of  poffcf. 
fion  of   their  refpcftive  Shares,    Lots,  Pans 
and  Proportions  of  the  faid  ninety-five  thou- 
fand  Acres,    as  heretofore    in    or  about  the 
Month  of    0£lober   in    the   thirteenth  Yat 
of  the  Reign  of  the  late   King  Charla  of 
ever   bleffed  Memory,  were    refpeitively  a! 
lotted,  fevered,  fct  forth  nr  divided,  for  or 


C  287  ] 

uts  Jjord  Culpepper^  Robert  Phillips^  Robert 
eawefty  and  the  faid  other  Perfons,  the  Par- 
icipants  of  the  (aid  Earl  Francis^  and  their 
cfpcdive  Heirs,   Executors,    Adminiftrators 
iid  Affigns,  now  out  of  Poffeffion  of  their 
tfpcftivc  Shares,  Lots,    Parts  and   Propor- 
ions,  do  relpeftively  claim  and  derive  their 
aid  Shares,    Lots,   Parts   and   Proportions ; 
And  the  faid  Governor,   Bailiffs,  and  Com-^"*^^ 
iionalty    of    the    Company    of    Conferva-  ^j^^^  ** 
rors,   are  hereby  amhorized  and  required  to 
sxtoite  fefpeftivfe  Eftates  of  the  faid  Shares, 
Lots,    Parts    and    Proportions    accordingly^ 
fubjeft   and   liable  neverthelefs  with  the  Re- 
fiduc  of  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres, 
in  equal  Proportion  to  all  Taxes  and  Charges 
to  be  laid  and  impofed  by  Virtue  of  this  Ad, 
for  Prcfervation  of  the  faid  Great  Level  from 
drcmnfng.     And  whereas  the  Perfons   now  as  to  Parcha- 
in   Poficffion    of    the    faid    laft    ^^^^'^ontd^^''^^^^ 
Shares,    Lots,     Pans     and    Proportions   of^'^^*° 
the  faid  ftmety^five  thoufimd  Acres,   where- 
of pretended  Eftates  and  Conveyances  were 
taken,  contrafted  for,  or  accepted  of,  as  afore- 
Aid,  do  pretend  that    they   or    thofe   under 
whom  they  do  refpeftively  claim  and  derive 
their  Right,  Title  or  Pretenfions  to  the  faid 
Shares,    Lots,    Parts    and    Proportions    re- 
fpeftively,    have  laid  out  and  difburfed    for 
"Taxes  for    and    towards    the    Maintenanccy 
I^refervation   and  Repair   of   the  Works  of 
^hc  faid  Great  Level  heretofore  creded  by  the 
faid  Earl   Francis   and  his  Participants,   and 
Ibr  and  towards  their  Ereflion  of  rrew    and 
tieeeffary  Works,  for  the  better  and  more  ef- 
fectual 
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fcifbual  Draining   of   the  faid    Great  Level, 

and  for  Building  upon  the  faid  Shares,  Locs^ 

Parts  and    Proportions,  more  Monies   thaa 

the  clear  Rents,    Ifiues  and  Profits  of  the 

laid    Shares,    Lots,   Parts    and    Proportions 

have  amounted  to  fmce  the  faid  refpeftive 

pretended    <Eftates    and    Coiiveyances    were 

firfl:  taken,  contra£led  for  Or  accepted,  as  afore- 

•faid: 

Judkaturc  XVIII.  'BC  it   therefore  enafted   by  the 

^^j^'^^Pf^  Authority  aforefaid,   andjt  is  hereby  enafi- 

and  Answer.  ^^>  '^^^^  ^^^  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Cburc  of 
King*s  Bench,  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  the  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  and  the  Juftices  of 
the  faid  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
Time  being,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them^r. 
are  hereby  conftituted,  appointed,  and  ere&ed 
a  Judicature,  or  CommilHoners  to  hear,  oT'*^. 
der,  judge,  decree  and  determine  upon. 
Bills  and  Anfwers,  to  be  exhibited,  or  other- 
wife  as  they  (hall  think  fit,  between  the 
faid  Perfons  who  are  now  in  the  PofieSion  of 
the  faid  refpedlive  Shares,  Lots,  Parts  and 
Proportions,  and  the  refpeftive  Heirs  and 
Affigns  of  the  faid  Perfons  now  in  Pofief-. 
fion,  as  aforefaid  j  And  the.  faid  Sir  Richard 
Onjlow^  and  other  the  faid  Affignees  and. 
Truftees  of  the  (aid  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel 
and  Surrey  deccafed,  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefey^ 
Thomas  Lord  Culpepper^  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys ^ 
the  Elder,  or  his  Truftees,  Sir  fVilliam  herring" 
ham^  Robert  Phillips^  Robert  Scawen^  and  the 
faid  other  Perfons  Participants  of  the  faid 
Earl  FranciSy  and  their  rcfpcdtive  Heirs  and 

Affigns, 
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(figns,  who  are  now  out  of  the  PoffcITioh  of 
c  faid  Shares,   Lots,  Parts  and  Proporti* 
IS   rcfpcftivcly,   and    to    whom   rcfpcfkive 
ftatcs  arc,  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft,  to  be  ex- 
ited of  the  fame,    as  aforefdid^    And  the 
id  Judicature  or  Commiffioners,  or  any  two 
:  more  of  them  are  hereby  authorized  out  of  AnytwoCom* 
le  (aid  Shares,    Lots,   Parts  and   Propor- miffioners  to 
cxis»  to  order,  adjudge,  decree  and   deter*  •<^J»^|«to«»- 
line  to  cither  of  the  fiiid  Parties  refpedivcly,  *^  ™^^' 
ich  Recompence  and  Allowance  as  they  the 
id  Judicature  or  Commiflioners,  or  any  two 
r  more  of  them  jhali  fee  Caufc.    And  for  * 

lie  better  enabling  the  faid  Judicatuae  or 
bmniiflioners  to  proceed  to  the  hearing, 
rdering,  adjudging,  decreeing  and  deter- 
mining, and  for  putting  in  due  and  fpeedy 
execution  fuch  Order,  Judgment,  Decree  and 
)etermination,  as  they  or  any  two  or  more 
i  them  (hall  make  between  the  faid  Par- 
ies;    . 

XIX.  3It  is  hereby  further  enafted  by  the  Power  of  the 
Authority  aforcfaid.  That  they  the  faid  Judi-  Court  of 
aturc  or  G)mmiffioners,  or  any  two  or  more     *"^'>^' 
>f  them,^  (hall  have  fuch  and  the  like  Power 
Ad  Authority,  as  the  High  Court  of  Chan* 
:efy  hath  in  Cafes  before  the  faid  Court  de- 
coding, and  for  putting  in  Execution  the  De- 
crees of  the  faid  Court.     And  to  the  End  that 
:he  laid  Judicature  may  be  the  better  enabled 
to  judge  of   the  Rights  and  Pretentions  of 
either  Party ; 

XX.  TBC  it  further  cnadled  by  the  Autho-  Rcfpca  to 
rity  aforcfaid,  That  in  every  Decree  or  Deter-  Monies  f x- 
njination  which  they  fhall  make  by  Virtue  P."'^^!,^  ^^  *^- 

U  and '  ''  ^'"^- 
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and  in  Purfuance  of  this  Ad,  they  (hall  batFC 
Regard    to  the  Spm   and  Sums  of  Money 
aftually  difburied   and    expended  by   either 
Party  in  the  Works  of  Draining   the   faid 
Great  L.evel,  and  in  the  Prefervation  and  Re- 
paration of  the  ianie  y  and  alio  to  the  reipec- 
live  Times  of  fuch  Difburfements  and  £k« 
pence,  defalking  thereout  fuch  Sum  and  Sutm 
Money  as  have  been  received  by  either  Pte- 
ty,  their  Tenants  or  Affigns,  foi^  the  Rents, 
Abating  Pro-  Iffiies  and  ProBts  of  the  fame,  and  abatiog 
^T^J^'  out  of  the  Intereft  of  the  Money  difburfbd 
a^dlmereft.    ^y  ^i(h^  Party,  fo  much  as  the  Intereft  of 

the  Money  received  by  fuch  Party,  for  the 

Rents,  Iflues  and  ProBts  of  the  fame  dock 

amount  unto.    And  to  the  Intent  that  tke 

Pierlbns,  who  by  the  true  Intent  and  Meanii^ 

of  this  A6fc  are  to  be  put  in  Poflfeifion  of  any 

Part  of  the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres, 

may  not,  by  undue  Delays,  or  by  any  other 

Means  or  Prctenfions,  be  kept  out  of  the  Pof- 

feilion  of  the  fame ; 

After  fix  XXI.  15t  it  further  enafted  by  the  Au- 

Momh»  may  thority  aforefaid.  That  at  any  Time  or  Times, 

J[^"2  A6lion8  ^^^^  ^^g  Expiration  of  fix  Months  after  the 

Eilaeesnot      Pafllng  of  this  A£t,  it   fhall    and    may  be 

executed.        lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys   the 

Elder,  and  his  Truftees  for  him.  Sir  Richard 
Onflow^  and  others  the  Affignees  and  Truf- 
tees of  Henry  late  Earl  of  Arrundel  and  Suny 
deceafed,  Arthur  Earl  of  Anglefey^  Thomas 
Lord  Culpepper^  Sir  fVilliam  'Terringham^  Ro-- 
hert  Phillips  and  Robert  Scawen^  their  and  eve- 
ry of  their  rcfpeftive  Heirs  and  Afligns,  and 
to  and  for  the  Participants  of  the  faid  Earl 

Francis^ 
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Francis^  Parties  to  the  faid  Indenture  of  Four- 
ccn  Parts,  their  and  every  of  their  refpedive 
fleirs  and  Affigns,  whofe  Lands,  Shares,  Lots^ 
Parts  and  Proportions  of   and    in  the    faid 
ninety-five    thoufand   Acres,    were    fold,   or 
pretended  to  be  fold,  for  Non-payment  of 
Taxes,  by  Virtue  of  the  faid  pretended  AA 
of  the  nine   and  twentieth  Day  of  A&y  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred forty  and  nine,  to  bring  their  refbedlivc 
Adion  or  Aftions  of  Trefpafs,  or  Trefpaft 
and  Ejeftment,  in  his  Majefty*s  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  ff^^eji^ 
min/fer^  againft  any  Perfon  or  Pcrfons  what- 
foever,   poflTcQing,   withholding,    or   occupy- 
ing  the  fame,  although  the  faid  Governor,  Governor 
Bailiffs  and  Confervators,    or   fa  many  and  fiailiff  and 
fuch  of  them  as  are  thereunto  authorized  by  Confervators, 
this  prcfent  Aft,  have  not  or  fhall  not  execute  ^  ^^  many  or 
Eftates  purfuant  to  this  prefent  Aft,   to  fuch  a"sVe°hercun^ 
Perfon  or  Perlbns  hereby  enabled  to  bring  to  authorized, 
fuch  Aftion  or  Adions ;  and  fuch  Perfon  or 
Pcrftms  (hall   recover   fuch    Lands,     Shares, 
Lots,    Parts    and    Proportions  of   the    laid 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  as  they  refpcc- 
tively  fliall  make  and  derive  Title  and  Claim 
unto,    as    Participants    of    the    faid    Francis 
Earl  of  Bedford^  Parties  to   the  faid  Inden-  Claim  under 
ture  of  Fourteen  Parts,  or  as  the   refpedlivc  f  °?[^*^^"  ^"" 
Heirs  or   Afligns  of  the  faid  refpedive  Par-  "    "^"^** 
ticipants.    Parties  to   the   faid   Indenture    of 
Fourteen    Parrs,    as  if    the    faid  <jovernor,  as  if  the  Go- 
Bailiffs  and  Confervators  had  duly   executed  vcmor.  Bailiffs 
refpeftive   Eftates  of  fuch    refpedive  Lands,  ^"^^  F°?^^7*- 

u  2  :)nares,  executed 

Ellaces.    ' 


Shares.  Lots  Parts   and  IVopottion  dl 

faid   macty-Bvc    thoufand   Acres,  xnd 

to  che  (rue  Inteftc    and    Meanmg  cfl 

Boiauif  theAft.    And  fuch  Perfon  or  FcrioQi,  bi 

Governor,      their  fcfpcftive  Hcirs  and  Afligns,  lid  J 

g^*;J^  and    hold  the  lame    Lands,    Shira,  V 

J2SIS'  ^"8  8"'^    Proportions,  as  fiilly  and  cSi 

Efbtei  (blqeaally  as  if  the  laid    Governor,   BuE  ^ 

■edwlwlcif  CcHifcrvators  had  executed  rdpeSiwH 

*"*^-  thereof,  fut^eft  neverdielefi  to  fucb  Deo 

the  faid  Judicature  or  C^mmilDoDcn  U 

nominated  and  appointed   ihall  make  a 

ing  or  concerning  the   Premifles,  indl 

iutgeft    to    the  Payment    of   all  Tml 

be    laid    and    Impofcd    by    Virtue  of  ir 

Tun  Anm  A&,    and    no  other.      And   whereu  dJ 

'"''"'"are  feveral  Sums  of  Money   amouonigl 

ftaur    thouDmd    Pounds    or    thereaboou,  I 

Arrear  for  Taxes  laid  and  impofed  finccl 

nine  and  twentieth  Day  of  September  km 

Year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hmn 

6ity  and  eight,   upcHi  feveral   Farts  oft 

laid  ninety-five    thouland    Actes,   fuljtft 

by  this  A£t  to  the  Judicature  aford^a,  i 

for   Penalties   incurred   for    Non-payment 


DMpQti. 
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jeded  to  their  Judicature  as  aforefaid,  to  di'» 
ltd,  order  and  dtaee,  upon  what  Ferfons 
or  Lands,  the  laid  Sums  of  Money  fb  in 
Arrear  for  Taxes  and  Penalties  as  afore- 
&td,  fhall  be  charged,  and  the  (aid  Taxes 
and  Penakies  (hall  be  accordingly  levied 
upon  fuch  Perfons  or  Lands,  and  in  fuch 
mnner,  and  by  fuch  Ways  and  Means 
itt  ihall  be  direded,  ordered  and  decreed 
far  the  Judicature  aforefaid,  or  any  two 
or  them ;  And  as  if  fuch  Direftion,  Or« 
<kr  and  Decree  had  been  particularly  hereby 
en^Aed* 

XXIII.  3n0  whereas  panicular  Pcr(bns  conpiniQii 
and  Pariflies  do  conceive  and  alledge.  That  itdted. 
the  Draining  of  one  Place  hath  drowned 
md  made  worfe  the  Lands  in  other  Places : 
And  whereas  divers  Perfons  likewife  do 
alledge  and  complain.  That  the  (aid  ninety* 
five  choQ(and  Acres  in  many  Places  are  not 
indifferently  fet  out  or  allotted  according 
to  the  Law  made  at  Lynn  in  the  (ixth 
Year  of  the  late  King  CbarleSy  nor  ac- 
cording  to  Agreement  made  with  the  Coun- 
try ;  but  in  many  Places  greater  Quan'- 
titles  have  been  taken  from  the  Owners^ 
Commoners,  and  Townihips  than  ought 
to  have  been;  and  that  fome  Lands  have 
beeh  taken  as  belonging  to  one  Pari(h  and 
County,  which  in  Truth  did  belong  to 
another;  and  in  many  Places  the  Allot- 
ments have  been  taken  very  inconvenient 
ibr  the  Townfhips,  which  ought  not  to  have 
been  by  the  (aid  Agreement ;  And  whereas  wichoae  P^ 
the   Draining    aforefaid,    and  future  Main*  ji»dice  to  Na* 

U  3  tcnancc  ^'V^^^ 


\ 
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Knaoce   of    the    faUl     Great    Level 
to    be   without    Prnudicc    to    Ni?iguB| 
And    becaufe    all    Complaints   phid 
been  made,  and  all   Prejudices  vhicli 
beca    or    Ihall  be  done   to    particular 
tons,    Pu-illies  and   Places,    cannot  bf 
^&   be   fufiicteDtly  provided    for   aod  i. 
fnedted  ■, 

XXIV.  %e  it  further  enaAed  by  ibeJi 
fothoriiy  aforcfiud.  That  Sir  Jiim  ffijl 
Knighr,  Sir  CharUs  Mordant^  Sir  Hm 
las  L'Strange,  Baronets,  Sir  Willum  Eri^ 
Knighr,  Edward  Pefis,  Humphrey  Beddit^ 
Nicbeias  Siilma^,  Squirts,  for  tbc  (mk\ 
of  Nar/Bli  i 

Sir  Nicholas  Bacat,  Knight  of  the  Baih,i 
Lyentl  Telimach^  Baronec,  Sir  y^hn  Duneak, 
ICnighr,  Sir  Edmend Pooleyf  ](nighr.  Sir  Gari 
Rtve^  Knight  and  Baronet,  Sir  George  ff^an, 
Knight,  Thomas  Waldgrave^  Elq;  for  iheCoct 
tj  of  Suffolk  i  1 

Sir  Dudley  Norlh,  Sir  ff7>ctaas  Wa^ 
JCoights  of  the  Satb,  Levmus  Bennett  £i$ 
lichen  Khig,  JohnPepis,  Doflors  of  the.  Law, 
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Sir  WiBm  Dudley,  iOiijgtH  4m4  -BiraMTi 
Umiciir^m,  Francis  KtrkbanH  LwsPsI* 
mty  Cbrijhpber  l^ursby^  Francis  Lane,  Ge^rjgje 
Tr^ifom^  Efquires,  for  the  County  of  iVirt 
tbmptQn\ 

Sir  CbarUs  Hujfey,  Sir  John  Newton^  Ba-  -; 

roncti  Sir  Thomas  Meeres,  Sir  Antboft}  Iriy^  ,  .  j 
Knights,  Sir  Antbony  Oldfied,  Baronet,  Rkb^ 
erd  Broumlow,  Daniel  Rhodes^  Efquires,  for 
die  County  of  Uncoln,  fliall  be  and  are 
hereby  made  and  oonfticuced  the  prefenc 
Commiflkmers  for  the  Purpofes  herein  men- 
tioned. 

XXV.  3llB  for  the  fdpply  ing  the  Number  of  To  forpfy 
the  Comtniflioners  of  the  (aid  rcfpedlivc  Coun*  ^^J^ 
ties,  Vk  Cafe  of  Death  or  other  Avoidance,  or,^^,^ 
locapadtyi  Be  it  alio  ena&ed.  That  within 
three  Months  after  fuch  Death  or  Notice  of 
iiicJi  Avoidance  or  Incapacity  of  the  remain-  > 

kstg  Commi(Boners  of  each  refpcAive  County^  ^ 

of  wliich  fuch  Conuniffioners  who  died  or  be- 
canoe  incapable  were,   or  the  major  Bu-t  of 
ihedo,  (baU  from  Time  to  Time  nominate  and 
appcHnt,  by  Deed  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
to  be  enrolled  in  Cbaneery,  (otnc  other  Perfon 
^x  Peribns  refiding  within  the  faid  County  of 
^bich  the  faid  Commiflaoners  who  died  or  bo- 
came  incapable   were,   to  be  Commiflioners 
oa  the  Place  and  Stead  of  him  or  them  fo 
^ying  or    becoming  ^  incapable,    which  faid 
X>Hxuniffioners  hereby  conftituted,  or  hereafter 
HO  be  conftituted  in  Manner  aforefaid,  or  any  Scfenor  moM 
fevett   or  more  of  them  be,  are  and  (hall  to  hear  Qm- 
Jbe  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  fromP^*"**** 
Time  to  Time  to  hear  and  determine  fuch 
.l^mplaincs,    Controverfies,    Differences  and 

U  4  Grie- 
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Grievances  as  are  in  this  A61  expreflfed  (re- 
lacing  to,  or  concerning,  or  occafioned  by  the 
graining  and  Maintaining  the  faid  Great  Level) 
of  any  Parifti  or  Townfhip,  or  of  any  Pcrfon 
or  Perfons,  as  well  within  or  without  the  faid 
at  18  herein  Level,  in  fuch  Manner  as  is  herein  after  ex<- 
txprcile4.       prefled;    And   that  the  faid  Commiflioners 

hereby  conftituted,  or  hereafter  to  be  confti- 
tuted  in  Manner  aforefaid,  or  any  feven  or 
more  of  them,  (hall  from  Time  to  Time  have 
Power  and  Authority, and  are  hereby  required, 
at  or  before  the  eight  and  twentieth  Day  of 

£r  TSr^to-^^^^^^*^^  which  (hall  be  in  the  Year  of  our 
give  iSacis^fti- Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty  and  fix, 
bnifor  Lands,  to  give  or  make  Sat isfadtion  out  of  the  faid 
or  Intereft,  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  to  fuch  Parifh  or 
t^Ma  Townfhip,  Perfon  or  Perfons,  whofe  Lands  or 
,55  J  jj^„  j^  Intereft  (herein,  either  within  or  without  the 
6 Car!  faid  Level,  (hall,  after  the  firft  Day  of  Afof 

Qoalityor  ^"^  thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty  and  three,  ^  be 
Condition.      made  worfe  in   Quality  or  Condition  by  the 

aforefaid  Draining  or  Works,  than  they  were 
before  the  Undertaking  the  Draining  of  the 
faid  Level,  in  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  late  King  Charles  of  Bleffed  Me- 
mory, and  proportionable  to  the  Loffes  the 
Owners  of  or  Perfons  interefted  in  fuch  Lands 
(hall  hereafter  receive,  by  reafon  of  their 
Lands  being  made  worfe  in  Quality  or  Con- 
dition by  any  fuch  Works  and  Draining  as 
aforefaid,  and  fhall  alfo  have  Power,  at  any 
Time  within  four  Years  from  the  four  and 
twentieth  Day  of  June  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  fixty  and 
three,  to  alter,  change  and  rellore  fuch  Parts 

and 
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ttd  Parcels  of  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Rcftofe  PitK 
Acres,  as  (hall  upon  Complaint  be  found  and  l»f"on«  ^ct 
adjudged  by  the  faid  Commiffioncrs,  or  any  ^o  s^  Ives"^ 
feven  or  more  of  them,  to  be  unequally,  un-  Law.' 
duly,  or  inconveniently  fet  forth,  by  reafon 
of  any  allotting  either  of  greater  Quantities,  or 
as  belonging  to  other  Counties,  Pariflies  or 
Manors,  or  in  more  inconvenient  Places  than 
they  were  formerly  allotted  and  ftt  out  by  a 
Law  of  Sewers  made  at  Si.  Ives  the  twelfth  st.  Ives. 
Day  of  OSober  in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  notwith- 
ftanding  any  Vetting  of  the  faid  nincry-five 
thouland  Acres,  or  any  Part  thereof  in  the 
King's  Majefty,  or  in  the  faid  Governor,  Bai- 
liffs and  Commonalty,  or  in  any  other  Per- 
fons  before-mentioned,  or  any  Eftates  executed 
by  them  or  any  of  them. 

l^JOttfUCll)  and  be  it  enafted.  That  ninety-  Alterations  by 
three  Acres  in  Raveley  and  Upwood^  feventy-fix  Cominiflioneri 
Acres  in  Sotbery^   forty- four  Acres  and  one^^^P^^- 
Rood  in  Wicken^  eighty- eight  Acres  in  Cow- 
fenn^  two  hundred  eighty-two  Acres  in  Beezlingy 
and  thirty-  feven  Acres  in  Upwell,  fet  out  to  be  en- 
joyed as  Part  of  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand 
Acres  Gnce  the  making  the  faid  Law  of  5/.  Ives^ 
in  lieu  of  like  Proportions  altered  and  reftored  to 
the  Country,  fhall  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  faid 
Corporation  -,  fubjedk  neverthelefe  to  the  Truft  in 
and  by  this  Aft  declared,  as  to  the  faid  eighty- 
three  thoufand  Acres,  Rcfidue  of  the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres;  and  fhall  fet  forth  to  the  To  fet  oat 
faid  Corporation,  in  Truft  for  the  Participants  ^^^^^  Propor- 
or  Adventurers,  whofe  Proportion  fhall  be  fo  l^'^f//^! 
altered  or  exchanged  in  lieu  of  fuch  Part  as  tions.       * 
ludl  be  (o  altered,   exchanged  or  reftored, 

fuQh 
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fuch  other  Proportions  in  fuch  other  I 
within  the  faid   Level,    as  to  the  laid  C 
miflloncrs,  or  any  feven    or  more  of  il 
fliall  fcem  jufl:  and  realbnable,  according  to 
Proportions  and  Places  which  ought  and  tnigtl 
have  been  by  Lynn  and  Si.  Ives  Lawafordjii| 
to  be  held  and  enjoyed  of  the  Manor  of  £^l 
Creenwicby  to  the  End   there  may  benoDi-l 
minution    of    the    faid     ninety-five  thouliuci 
Acres  i  And  where  it  fhall  appear,  upon  CogJ 
plaint  of  ihe  faid  Corporation  before  the  liii  I 
Commiffioners  or  any  feven  or  more  of  thEa,  I 
that  any  of  the  Proportions  of  the  faid  ninpj-  [ 
fivethoiifand  Acres  heretofore  fet  forth  tofto-l 
cis  Earl  of  Bedford,  his  theti  Participantsaii 
Afligns,  do  fall  fliort  in  the  Quantity  of  Acra  I 
for  which  the  fame  were  let  forth  and  allotted,  I 
according  to  the  fiid  Laws  of  Lynn  and  k.  \ 
Ives^  the  faid  Commiffioners  or  any  feven  or  I 
more  of  ihcm  fliall,  wiihin  the  faid  Term  of  I 
foar  Years  aforefaid,  appoint  the  lame  to  be  I 
fupplied  and    made  up  out  of    the  Grounds  I 
whtre   the  fame  was  fo    allotted    to    be 
forth,    to    make  up  the  fdid    Proportion 
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fsaier^  being  a  Branch  of  the  River  ^f  Oufi^ 
if  it  be  confiftent  with    the  Draining,  or  in 
^ny  of  them,  or  *  fuch   Drove-ways  or  Bridges  Drove-ways 
within  and  without  the  faid  Level,  as  have  been  ^^  B'Wges,  if 
mad^  orcaufed  to  be  made  by  the  Adven- ^Jf/"^^^^^ 
turers,  and  have   been  by  them  maintained,  made  worft, 
jMiIcfs  there  be  feme  Agreement  to  the  con- 
itrary,  be  or  hereafter  fhall  be  interrupted,  ob- 
ftriifked  and  made  worie,  that  then  the  faid 
Corpmiffioners,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them, 
whereof  the  Vice-chancellor  for  the  Univerfity 
pf  Capfhridge^    the  Mayor  of  the  Town  of 
Cambridge^  and  the  Mayor  of  the  Town  of 
J^iqg's  Lynn^  for  the  Time  being,  to  be  three, 
if  they  upon  Notice  left  at  their  refpeflive 
Habitations  fhall  think  fit  to  be  prefent,  from 
Titne  to  Time,  fhall  and  ipay  decree  the  fiime  Commiffioncrs 
to  be  made  good  and  amended,  at  the  proper  ^V  decree  to 
Coft*  and  aarges  of  the  (aid  Corporation,  ^eXtj 
Within  a  convenient  Time  as  to  their  Judg-  ^^^  Corpora- 
ments  fhall  feem  meet :  And  in  Cafe  it  fhail  hap-  tion. 
pen  and  fo  fall  out,  that  the  faid  Corporation 
4hall  ncgleft  or  refufe  to  repair  and  make  good 
the  fame,  according  to  the  Order  and  Decree 
of  the  faid  Commiffionersand  within  the  Time 
limited  by  them,  that  then  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any 
feven  or  more  of  them,  by  Warrant  under 
their  Hands  and  Seals  attcfted,  to  tax  the  faid  Upon  Rcfufal, 
DJnety-five  thoufand  Acres  in  fuch  Sum  and  ^^  ^*  ^^® 
Sums  of  Money  as  in  their  Judgments  fhall  ^o^rTefe^S 
feem   meet,  for  the  making,  preferving  and  of  Navigaiiqiu 
keeping  the  Navigation  in  any  of  the  aforefaid  as 6  Ca.. 
Rivers,  as  the  fame  was  in  the  faid  fixth  Year 
RJ[  the  faid  King  Charles  the  Firfl ;  which  faid 

Sum 


[  300  ] 

Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  fo  to  be  aflTeflfed  or 

taxed  by  the  Commi(fioners  aforefaid,  (hall, 

within  twenty  Days  next  after  Notice  thereof 

given  to  th&  Governor  or  Treafurer  of  the  laid 

Corporation,  be  paid  unto  fuch  Pcrfon  or  Pcr- 

fons  as  the  faid  Commmiifioners  (hall  nomi- 

Upon  Rcfufal  ^^^^  and  appoint  to  receive  the  fame.     And  in 

to  pay,  may    Cafe  the  faid  Governor  or  Treafurer  of  the  laid 

diftrain  upon  Corporation,  after  Notice  fo  given  as  aforelaid^ 

«^Aa«  ^^"  refufe  or  negleft  to  pay  the  faid  Sum  or 

*         ""'  Sums  as  aforelaid.  That  then  the  laid  C6m- 

miflioners,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them,  Ihall 
have  full  Power  and  Authority  to  impowcr  the 
faid  Pcrfon  or  Pcrfons  to  levy  the  faid  Sum  or 
Sums  of  Money  by  Diftrefs  or  Diftrcflcs  to  be 
taken  upon    the    faid  tiinety-five   thoufand 
Acres,  or  any  Part  thereof,  and  to  make  Sate 
of  the  faid  Diftrefs  or  DiftrelTes  fo  taken,  and 
fell  the  fame,  and  render  the  Overplus  unto  the 
faid  Governor  or  Treafurer,  deducing  the  reafon- 
able  Charges  for  their  Labour  and  Pains  therein: 
All  which  laid  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  fo  to  be 
taxed  and  levied  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  IhaM 
Money  to  be   be  expended  and  laid  out  in  preferving  and 
Jf|^®""®  ?'*•  keeping  the  faid  Navigation  as  aforefaid,  and 
tion!    *'^'^' maintaining  the  fame  according  to  the  true  In- 
tent and  Meaning  of   this  Statute,  and  not 
otherwife.     And  the  faid  Commiffioners,.  or 
any  kven  or  more  of  them,  are  alfo  hereby 
impowered  and  authorized,  within  the  Space  of 
four  Years  from  the  four  and  twentieth  Day  of 
June  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
B  ^  ^d^"f "   ^  hundred  fixty  and  three,  to  afcertain  and 
Counties^       divide  the  Precin(fts  and  Boundaries  of  fuch 
ofc.      '       Pares  of  ihq  faid  refpeftive  Counties,  Lord* 

fliips. 
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li»  Manors  and  Pari(hea  within  the  faid 
as  have  been  by  and  (inoe  the  tinder* 
ig  defaced  and  msuie  obfcure,  or  by  ibme 
'.Means  remain  uncertain  and  bard  to  be 
\d  out,  and  (ball  fet  down  fuch  Bounds  and 
rifions  in  Writing,  by  (inch  Marks,  Bounda* 
^  and  Defcripuons  as  to  theai  (hall  feem 
^^aet,  and  (hall  certify  the  (anrie  under  their  Certify  into 
^wids  and  Seals  in  the  High  Court  of  Chan-  the  ChanGetjr* 
jyfvyt  according  to  which  Divifioti  of  the  (aid 
^fiocnmillioners,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them, 
"^ihe  Extent  of  the  &id  reibe&ive  Counties, 
^"lljordfhips.  Manors 'and  Parilnes  in  fuch  Places 
mb  bounded  and  divided,  fhall  for  ever  after 
lithe  &id  Certificate  be  deemed  to  be  and  none 
^iocher:  And  in  Cafe  the  Quantity  of  eight  if  gooo  Aoes 
irithoufand  Acres  lying  together  or  near  toge- browned 
h  f her,   or   any  greater  Quantity  of  Ground  '^^^'^ 
i  lying  together,  or  near  TSgethi  within  the^^"*^ 
if  the  laid  Level,  fhall  become  drowned,   and 
i  {o  continue  for  the  Space  of  twelve  Months 
t  together.  That  then  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for 
i    the  (aid  Commiflioncrs  for  the  Time  being,  Commiffioneri 
r    or  any  feven  or  more  of  them,  from  Time  to  ^^y  ^ay  T*«» 
Time  and  at  all  Times,  to  aflcfi  Taxes  or^'^^J^l^^ 
Sums  of  Money   upon  the  (aid  ninety*five 
thouland  Acres,    for  the  raifing  Money  for 
draining  the  (ame  again,  in  fuch  Proportion  as 
they,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them,  fhall 
think  fit,  together  with  a  Penalty  for  not  pay- 
ing the  (kid  Taxes,  the  faid  Penalty  not  exceed- 
ing a  third  Part  of  fuch  Tax. 

XXVII.  3nll  for  Default  of  Payment  of  Sequcfter  for 
the  (aid  Taxes  or  Sums  of  Money  and  Penal-  Non-payment 
ties.  Be  it  enabled.  That  the  Lot  and  Share  of 
liicb  Participant  or  Adventurer  of  and  within 

the 
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the  faitl  ninety-five  rhoufand  Acres,  ss 
be  in  Arrear  for  the  faid  Tax,  SumofMoi 
or  Penahy,  and  unpaid  by  Space  of 
Months  next  after  the  Day  appointed  for! 
mem  by  the  faid  Com mifTi oners,  or  any  ^1 
vcn  or  more  of  ihcm,  or  fo  much  chcrwfgl 
ihey  fiull  think  fie,  fhall  be  fequeftered  b] 
the  faid  Commifiioncrs,  or  any  feven  ornwl 
of  them,  for  or  towards  the  Payment  (tf  furil 
Tax,  Sum  of  Money,  or  Penahy  fo  in  Ai' 
rear,  reftoring  the  Overplus  of  the  Money, fil 
which  fuch  Lot  or  Share  or  any  Pare  ttral 
fhall  be  fequeftered,  if  any  be  :  Which  Seqia'. 
tration  (hall  be  made  in  Writing  under  ci 
Hands  and  Seals  of  the  (aid  Commillion!ii ' 
for  the  Time  being,  or  any  feven  or  mwc 
them. 

r  XXVIII.  PjoWnED  always,  and  be  1' 
enafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  io 
Cafe  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Corpon 
tion  conftiruted  by  this  Aft,  ftiall  ncgleft  or 
refute  to  pay  fuch  Tax  or  Taxes  and  Pcnaltin, 
Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  as  Ihall  from  Time 
to  Time  hereafter  be  taxed  and  impofed  by  iht 


[  303  1 


Tmcs  and  Penalties  fo  afleflTed  and  impbfed  as 
aforefaid,  That  then  the  (aid  Governor,  Bailiffs 
and  Corporation,  immediately  from  and  after 
Notkre  to  him  or  them  given  thereof,  fliall 
afleis  and  tax  the  whole  ninety-five  thoufand 
Acres  for  the  Satisfadion  and  Payment  of  the 
Tax,  Taxes  and  Penalties,  Sum  and  Sums 
of  Money,  and  all  Damages,  that  fuch  Per^ 
(o»  or  Perfons,  hb  or  their  Tenant  or  Te- 
nants hath  or  have  paid,  born  or  fuftained  zsf 
aforeiaid. 

XXIX.  2M^  be  it  further  enadled  by  theFor  Deftoftpf 
Authority  aforcfaid.  That  if  the  faid  Gover-^^y^^"^  A<!^- 
fior.  Bailiffs  and  Corporation  (hall  nor,  withw^^^j^^'  ^^ 
fee  Months  next  after  Demand  made  by  fuch  Corporatiw* 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  his  and  their  Heirs,  Exe- 
cutors and  Adminiftrators,  whofe  own,  or  Te- 
nant or  Tenants  Goods  and  Chattels  (hall  be 
diftrained   or  fold,  or  Lands  fequedered  as 
aforefaid,  pay  and  fatisfy  unto  him  or  them 

fuch  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money,  and  Damages, 
as  he  or  they,  or  his  and  their  rcfpcftive 
Tenant  or  Tenants  have  refpeftively  paid, 
bom  and  fuftained,  that  then  and  from 
thenceforth  fuch  Perfon  and  Perfons,  his  and 
their  Heirs  and  Afligns,  (hall  and  may 
bring  his  and  their  Adion  or  Aftions  of 
Debt  in  any  of  the  King's  Majedy's  Courts 
at  Weflmiftfter^  againft  the  faid  Governor,  Bai- 
liffs and  Corporation,  for  the  Recovery  there- 
ofi  and  by  Virtue  of  this  Adl  (hall  recover  the 
&me,  and  be  allowed  Cofts  of  Suit  expended 
therein. 

XXX.  3llll  be   it  further  enafted  by  theCommlffioncn 
Authority  aforcfaid,  That  the  Commiffioners  may  fwear 

fQ  WitnefTes. 
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(o  conflituted  or  [O  be  hereafter  con[hiuied  J 

aforefaid,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them.  U 

the  better  Execution  of  the  Powers  hertbygj 

ven,  (hall  and  may  inform   ihemfelves  b 

amining  Witnefles  upon   Oath,  which  hi 

they,  or  any  fevcn  or  more  of  rhem,  Oullhi 

Power  to  adniinifter  due  Execution  of  all,ni  ^ 

or  any  the  Powers  or  Authorities  hereby  glral 

them,  and  for  the  doing  Juflicc  therein  itl 

(xirdingly.  I 

oCommiffi-      XXXI.  P^OSjlBen  always.  That  the  wl 

eKtoaftiillCommiffioners  and  every  of  them,  4)efore  htl 

"''■  or  they  take  upon  him  br  them  the  Execuiicsl 

of  any  the  Powers  or  Authorities  hereby  gifts  I 

,  them,  other  than  the  Adniiniftring  the  Oiii| 

following   to  one  another,   which    they  I 

have  Authority  by  this  prcfent  Ait  toadmini-l 

fter  to  one  another,  fliall  take  the  Oath  [ol-| 

lowing  (viz.) 

T  A.  B.  pdl  and  wHl,  without  Favour  w  I 
^  AffeBion,  Hatred  or  Malice^  truly  and  im- 1 
partially,  according  to  the  befi  of  my  Skill  mi  I 
Knowledge,  execute  and  perform  ail  and  every  tht  \ 
Powers  and  /lulhoritisi  ellablifbed  by 
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3r hereafter  to  be  conftituted  asaforefaid,  or  of 
any  feven  or  more  of  them  refpedlively,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  Powers  and  Authorities  by  this 
Aft  given,  (hall  be  final ;  and  that  the  firfl: 
Time  and  Place  of  their  Meeting  (hall  be  at 
or  before  the  two  and  twentieth  Day  of  Sep- 
tmher  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thouland 
fix  hundred  fixty  and  three,  at  Ely, 

XXXIII.  3nll  that  afterwards   the  ufual  Places  of 
Races  where  the  faid  Commiflioners  (hall  (it  Commiffioners 
to  hear,  order  and  determine  the  Matters  to^^^'^^S* 
them  referred  by  this  Aft,  (hall,  from  the  nine 
and  twentieth  Day  of  September  to  the  fix  and 
tmrentieth  Day  of  March  in  every  Year,  be 
at  the  Town  of  Huntingdon ;  and,  from  the 
five  and  twentieth  Day  of  March  till  the  thir- 
tieth Day  of  September  in  every  Year,  be  at 
£/j^,  unle(s  the  faid  Commi(fioners  hereby  con- 
ftituted, or  hereafter  to  be  conftituted  as  afore- 
faid,  or  any  feven  or  mpre  of  them,  (hall  ap- 
point fome  other  Place  or  Places,   being  a 
Market  Town  or  Towns ;  And  the  faid  Q}m- 
miflioners,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them, 
(hall,  by  Warrant  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
declare  the  Places  and  Times  of  their  After- PuWlfli  their 
meeting,  which  Warrant  (hall  be  publilhed  in  |^"^"f^ 
the  open  Market  of  fuch    refpeftive  Places  ^°''"' '^'^'^^ 
where  they  laft  fat,    between  the  Hours  of 
twelve  and  two,  upon  fome  Market  Day,  one 
Month  at  the  leaft  before  the  faid  Time  or 
Times  of  Meeting ;  To  the  End  all  Perfons 
concerned  may  have  fu(ficient  Time  and  No- 
tice to  make  their  Appearance  before  them 
upon   any  Caufe    of   Complaint,    or    other 
Occafionj    And  (hall   have  Power  and  Au- 

X  thority. 
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thority,  by  Warrant  under:  the  Hands  and 

Seals  of  any  feven  or  more  of  them ,  to  fummon 

Parties  and  Witnefles  to  appear  before  them. : 

Commiffioncrs      XXXIV.  P^OllfUCtl,  That   none  of    the 

not  to  vote  in  faid  Commiffioners  hereby  conftituted,  or  herc- 

Bounds  of      ^ffgj.  (Q  be  confticuted  as  aforefaid,  ftiaH  vote 

liicir Counties.  ^^  gj^^  j^j^  Judgment  or  Determination  in  any 

Matter  or  Thing  which  concerns  the  Divifion 

or  Bounds  of  the  County,  of  or  for   which 

he  is  appointed  Commiflioner. 

XXXV.  PjODfUeO  alfo,  That  no  Perfoa 
who  hath  any  Parr,  Share  or  Intereft  in  Pof- 
feflion,  or  Reverfion  of  or  in  any  Manors  or 
Lands  within  the  faid  Level,  thsM  be  a  Com- 
piiffioner. 

XXXVI.  3nri  in  Cafe  of  Defcenr,  Gift, 
Pevifeor  Purchafe  of  any  fuch  Parr,  Share  or 
Intereft  to  or  by  any  of  the  faid  Commiflio- 
ners.  It  is  hereby  declared  and  enafted.  That 
immediately  after  fuch  Defcent,  Gift,  Devife 
or  Purchafe  to  or  by  any  fuch  Commiflioner, 
the  iaid  Defcenr,  Gift,  Devife  or  Purchafe 
(hall  be  an  Avoidance  of  his  being  a  Commif- 
fioner;  and  (hall  make  him  be  incapable  of 
being  again  nominated  or  appointed  a  Commif- 
fioner,  whilfk  his  Intereft  doth  remain. 

Make  Satif.       XXXVII.   P^0\3Hl£ri  alfo^'   and  the  faid 
faaion  for      Commiffioners  for  the  Time  being,  or  any  fe- 
f"^"^*  P^i®'    vcn  or  more  of  them,    (hall  from  Time  to 
Works  ^  "^^  Time  and  at  all  Times  have  Power  and  Au- 
thority to  give  and  make  Satisfaction,  out  of 
the  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  to  fuch  Perfon 
or  Perfons  whofe   Lands  or  Ini.ereft  therein 
(by  any  new  Works  hereafter  to  be  made  by 
the  faid  Corporation  without  the  faid  Level j 
for  conveying  of  the  Waters  of  the  faid  Level 

by 
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J  convenient  Outfalls  to  the  Sea)  fhalf  be  made  ^ 

rorfe  in  Quality,  Condition  or  Value,  than 
hey  were  before  the  faid  Undertaking  in  the 
aid  fixth  Year  of  the  faid  late  King  Charles, 
>roportionable  to  the  Lofs  and  Damage  the 
Parties  (hall  receive  thereby. 

XXXVIII.  anH  to  the  End  that  the  Own-  ^JJ^  of 
n^  of  the  Commons  and  Waftes  in  the  f^^^  imlrmT^^ 
Level,  and  other  Towns,  Parifties  and  Places 
into  which  the  Works  aforefaid  or  any  of  them 
Jo  extend,  may  improve  the  fame  by  making 
Divifions  and  Inclofures;  Be  it  provided  and 
enaftcd  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  it  (hall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  any  Perfon  or  Perfons, 
Body  Politick  or  Corporate  whatfoevcr,  their 
Heirs  and  SucqefTors,  that  are  or  (hall  be  Lords 
of  Manors,  or  have  or  (hall  have  Right  of 
Common  in  the  faid  Waftes,  to  improve,  fet 
out,  inclofe,  divide  and  fever  fuch  Proportion 
or  ftoportions  as  to  them  (hall  or  may  feve- 
rally  or  refpeftively  belong  or  appertain,  or 
be  adjudged  and  allotted  out  of  the  (aid  Com- 
mons and  Waftes  within  the  faid  Level,  or 
within  any  Town,  Pari(h  or  Place  into  which 
the  Works  aforefaid  or  any  of  them  do  ex- 
tend; and  to  hold  fuch  Proportion  in  Seve- 
ralty at  all  Times  of  the  Year  ;  and  all  Dif- 
ferences that  (hall  arife  concerning  the  Bounda- 
ries of  the  Waftes,  Rights  of  Common,  Ap- 
provements,   Allotments,    Divi(ions  and  In- 
clofures, (hall  from  Time  to  Time  and  at  all 
Tirncs  be  determined,  adjudged   and   (inally 
ended  by  the  faid  Commiffioners  for  the  Time 
being,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them,  upon 
their  View,  or  Examination  of  Witnclfcs  upon  View  or  Exa- 

X  2  Oath,  «»wa^'on  ©^ 

'  Witneflb, 
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Oath,  which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to 
adminifter,  or  upon  both,  and  hearing  of  the 
Parties  concerned,  by  their  Adjudication  under 
their  Hands  and  Seals  in  Writing,  which  De- 
termination and  Judgment  being  certified  into 
tobe  certified   the  Petty  Bag,  there  to  be  fiTed  and  kept  on 
mo  the  Petty  Record,  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive  unto  all 
^^^'  Parries :  And  the  Allotments,  Divifions  and. 

Proportions,  fo  adjudged  or  decreed  to  be  held 
by  the  faid  refpedive  Perfons  to  whom  they 
are  fo  fee  our,  (hall  be  held  by  him  or  them, 
and  his  and  their  Heirs,  Executors  and  Afligns 
refpeftively,  according  to  his  or  their  Tenure 
Tenures  as  or  Tenures,  Eftate,  Title  or  Intereft  they  had 
formerly.        jj^   jj^g  Manors,  Tenements  and  Lands,   for 

which  they  claimed    the  faid  Proportions  of 
PayRents,j2fr.  Common  as  aforefaid ;  Paying  fuch  Fines  and 

Rents,  and  doing  fuch  Services  in  Proportion 
for  the  fame,  as  by  Cuftom  or  otherways  they 
are  to  pay  or  do,  and  do  for  the  Manors,  Te- 
nements and  Lands  for  which  they  claim  the 
fame  Proportion,  having  fuch  Refped:  to  the 
yearly  Values  of  the  one  and  the  other,  as  (hall 
(if  Need  fo  require)  be  limited  by  feven  or 
more  of  the  Commiflioners. 
Sottwi  Me«d.  XXXIX.  P^OiJlDell  alfo,  and  be  it  enaft- 
^^'  ed.  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 

for  fuch  Perfon  and  Perfons  (as  were  hereto- 
fore Owners  of  the  one  hundred  feventy-five 
Acres  in  Sutton^  North  and  South  Meadland 
in  the  faid  Ifle  of  El)\  fet  out  by  the  faid  Law 
of  Sl  Ives^  as  aRecompence  for  draining  the 
whole  North  and  South  Meadlands^  containing 
^bout  one  thoufand  Acres,)  their  Heirs  or 
^ffigns,   to  fue  and  implead  before  the  faid 

Com- 
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to  ^nmifljoners  or  any  feven  or  more  of  fhem, 
s  ^  Owners  and  Occupiers  of  the  faid  NortK 
-  1  South  Meadlands,  or  elfcwbere  within  the 
^^^i  Great  Level,  to  draw  them  intoConrribu- 
j*  -n  for  their  feveral  and  refpeiiive Proportions 
•■E^tbe  faid  Nor[h  and  South  Meadhndj,  to- 
Is  the  faid  one  hundred  feventy-five  Acres: 
I  the  faid  Cqmmiilioners,  or  any  feveii  or 
:  ot  them,  fhall  thereupon  adjudge  and 
itccree  unto  the  faid  Owners  of  the  faid  one 
hundred  feventy-five  Acres,  or  fuch  of  them 
■i  s  they  [hall  think  fir,  and  to  their  Heirs  and 
ifj^fligns,  fuch  Recompence  and  Satisfaction, 
K^^icher  in  ready  Money,  yearly  Rent  or  Land, 
gout  of  the  Refidue  of  the  faid  North  and 
fcjSouih  Meadlajids,  as  to  the  faid  Commiflioners, 
^or  any  feven  or  more  of  them  fhall  fecm  meer, 
U  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  the  fitid  Owners  of 
Li  the  faid  one  hundred  fcvenry-iive  Acres,  iheir 
li  Heirs  and  AfTigns, 

J.       XL.  J^^OUiOcn  always,  and  be  it  enai5ted,  Londonen 
_  Thar  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  Sir  fen. 
I    yobn  jyatls.  Knight,  and  others  who  derive 
'    any  Interefl  under  the  Drainers  of  that  Fen 
I    called  Londoners  Fen,  his  and  their  Heirs  and 
I     Afligns,  to  fue  and  implead  all  and  every  Per- 
fon  and  Perfon?,  their  Executors  and  Admi- 
niflrators,  that  have  taken  and  received  the 
Rents  and  Profits  of  his  or  their  Share  and 
Proportion  of  Londoners  Fen,  remaining  from 
the  Share  and  Proportion  allotted  and  fet  out 
by  the  faid  Law  of  5/.  Ives,  fince  the  faid  Le- 
vel was  adjudged  drained,  and  to  fue  for  and 
recover  the  fame  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  Courts 
at  IVeJimhf.eri  And  alfo  that  ic  fliall  and  may 

X3  bi:  ■ 
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be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Sir  Jah  WM 
and  the  Participants  aforefaid,  his  andcl 
Heirs  and  AfTigns,  heretofore  OwDenoii 

fcveral  Proportions  in   Z.onda»ers  foi,  fej 
by  Si.  Ives  Law  for  the  Adventurers  Rtcd 
pence  for  Draining  the  Low  Grounds  iaM 
well,  Ouiwell,  iLnAJVelney,   to  purfueaiidm 
fccure  before  the  faid  CommilTioners,  tTc| 
feven  or  more  of  them,    their  Claim,  anij 
for  Relief  againft  the    Owners  or  Occop 
of  the  fenny  and  low  furrounded  Groiindsiiijl 
in  Upwell,  Ouiwell,  and  W^el^ey  aforefaid,  saf 
Grounds  did  not  all  contribute,  or  not  intq:l 
Proportion,  to   the  laid  ninety-five  thoui-:! 
Acres,  to  draw  them  into  Contribution  intil 
of  the  faid  Sir  John  IVatts^  and  the  Pir:il 
pants  aforefaid,  and  thereupon  the  faid  QeI 
miflioners,  or  any  leven  or  more  of  them,  i',l 
hereby  impowered  to  adjudge  and  decree  ijhI 
the  faid  Sir  John  Walls,  and  the  ParticiptJsl 
aforefaid,  his  and  [heir  Heirs  and  Afligns,  fol 
Proportion  out  of  the  faid  Grounds,  whidi 
have  not  equally  contributed  as  aforefaid,  ; 
the  faid  Cominiflioncrs,  or  any  /even  or  ir 
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accuftomed  for  the  Avoidance  of  Water 
through  the  lame  into  the  River  Soutb-EaCy  as 
if  this  Aft  had  never  been  made. 

XLIL  P2Ol)ftl0tl  always,  and  be  itenafted  Bodies  Politick 
by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  it  (hall  and  to  dcmife, 
rtay  be  lawful  to  and  for  every  Archbilhop, 
Bifhop)  Dean  and  Chapter,  and  all  Colleges 
and  Halls  in  either  Univerfity,  and  all  Bodies 
Fblitick  and  Corporate,  who  are  of  (hall  be* 
Ijords  of  Manors,  or  have  or  (hall  have  Right 
of  Soil  or  Common  in  the  Waftes  within  this 
(aid  Level,  or  within  fuch  other  Towns,  Pa- 
ri(hes  and  Places  into  which  the  Works  of 
the  Draining  aforefaid  do  or  (hall  extend,  and 
who  are  by  this  Aft  impowered  to  improve, 
fet  out,  inclofe,  divide  and  fever  fuch  Propor- 
tion or  Proportions,  as  to  them  (hall  or  may 
refpeftivcly  belong  or  appertain  out  of  the  faid 
Commons  and  Waftes  within  the  faid  Level, 
to  dcihife,  by  Indenture,  all  and  every  the 
faid  fuch  Proportion  or  Proportions,  as  to  them 
ihall  or  may  refpeftivcly  belong  or  appertain 
out  of  the  faid  Commons  or  Waftes  within 
the  faid  Level,  which  have  not  by  exprefs 
Words,  and  under  any  particular  Rent,  been 
at  any  Time  formerly  demifed  for  any  Term 
or  Number  of  Years  not  exceeding  one  and 
twenty  Years,  fo  as  upon  every  fuch  Demife 
or  Leafe  be  referved  the  fourth  Part  of  the  true 
yearly  Value,  to  be  afcertained  by  the  Com- 
miffioners  aforefaid,  or  any  feven  of  them, 
dae  and  payable  yearly  during  the  faid  Term, 
to  him  or  them,  and  his  and  their  Sue- 
ceffors. 

X4  XLIII. 
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Jr.Chichely.  XLIII.  PjOijfDeD  always,  and  be  it  de- 
clared by  and  with  the  Content  of  all  Parties 
concerned,  That  neither  this  Afl",  nor  any 
Thing  therein  contained,  Ihall  extend  or  be 
conftrued  to  extend  to  aher  the  Poffeffion  of 
Thomas  Chicheley^  Efq-,  of  or  from  fix.  hua- 
dred  feventy-one  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  Lot 
now  claimed  to  belong  to  the  faid  Truftecs  of 
Henry  late  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surry^  and  two 
^  hundred  thirty-one  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  Lot 

now  claimed  to  belong  to  the  (aid  Sir  William 
Terringham,  or  from  any  Part  thereof^  by  hirn 
the  faid  Thomas  Ckichcley  now  enjoyed  under 
Purchafers  by  Sales,  for  Non-payment  of  Taxes 
upon  the  Difpute  between  the  old  and  new 
Adventurers;  but  that  the  faid  Corporation 
Ihall  execute  Conveyances  of  the  faid  re(pe£tive 
Proportion  unto  the  faid  Thomas  Cbichely^  his 
Heirs  and  Afllgns;  any  Thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  not- 
withftanding. 
Rights  of  XLIV.  P|Otlitl$ti  always,  and  be  it  enaft- 

Lofds  for  ed,  That  all  fach  Right  or  Rights,  as  any 
Waifes,  ^  c.  Lord  or  Lords  of  any  Manor  or  Manors,  Li- 
berties, Hundred  or  Half-hundred,  have 
heretofore  had  within  their  refpedlive  Ma- 
nor or  Manors,  Liberties,  Hundred  or  Half- 
hundred,  within  or  without  the  faid  Le- 
vel, to  Waifes,  Strays,  Felons  Goods,  Privi- 
leges of  Arrefts,  Efcheats,  and  all  other 
Royalties,  not  prejudicial  to  the  Draining,  be 
hereby  laved  to  them,  their  Heirs,  Succeflbrs 
and  Affigns,  fevcrally  and  refpedively  •,  any 
Tiling  in  this  Adt  to  the  contrary  thereof  not- 
withftanding. 
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XLV.  PjOafHeH  always.  That  this  Aft,  Waldcribu 
or  any  Thing  therein  contained,  fhall  not  be 
interpreted  to  infringe  or  any  Way  to  weakea 
an  A&  made  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Reign 
of  King  James^  intitled,  Jn  A£i  for  the  Drain-- 
h^  of  certain  Fens  and  Low  Ground^  within 
the  IJle  of  Ely,  fubjeS  to  Hurt  by  furround" 
Mgi  containing  about  Jix  tboufand  Acres^  con^ 
p^ed  about  with  certain  Banks  commonly  called, 
and  named  the  Ring  of  Walderfea  and  Cold- 
ham  ;  but  the  faid  Afb  (hall  (land  in  full  Force 
and  Virtue ;  any  Thing  in  this  prefenc  A£t  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

XLVI.    l^JODf Hett   alfo.     That   whereas  Lands  cot; 
div«^.  Lands,  in  and  near  adjoining  unto  the 
laid  Great  Level,  have  been  cut  through  for 
the  better  conveying  of  the  Waters  from  the 
fame,  and  for  upholding  or  repairing  the  Banks 
and  Works  there,  without  making  Satisfaction 
to  the  refpeftive  Owners  of  the  faid  Lands, 
for  the  Damage  they  have  fuftained  by  fuch, 
Catting,  Be  ic  further  enabled.  That  the  faid 
Coaimi(fioners  for  the  Time  being,   or  any 
fisven  or  more  of  them,  upon  Complaint  to 
them  made  of  fuch  Damage  fudained  as  afore-* 
faid,  without  Recompence  for  the  fame,  (hall. 
be  and  are  hereby,  impowered  to  award  and 
decree  fuch  Recompence  and  Satisfaftion  to  the 
Party  and  Parties  grieved,  according  to  their 
rcfpeftive  Damages  fuftained  by  .fuch  Cutting, 
as  to  the  faid  Con(imiffioners  for  the  Time  be- 
ing, or  any  feven  or  more  of  them,  (hall  be 
adjudged    reafonable,    the    faid    Recompence 
and  Satisfaftion  to  be  made  and  given  by  the 
faid  Corporation  within  fix  Months  next  after 

fuch 
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fuch  Award  or  Decree  made;  and  in  Default 
thereof  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  feven 
or  more  of  them,  (hall  and  may  and  are  hereby 
impowered  to  rate  and  tax  the  faid  ninety  and 
*o  difirain.  five  thoufand  Acres,  and  to  diftrain  thereupon 
for  the  Payment  of  fuch  Rate  or  Tax,  and 
the  Diftrefs  taken  thereupon  to  fell  or  difpofc 
as  they  (hall  think  fit,  (rendering  the  Overplus, 
if  any  be,  to  the  Owner)  for  the  Payment  and 
Satisfaftion  of  fuch  Monies  and  Damages  as 
fhall  be  fo  awarded  ;  any  Thing  in  this  Ad: 
to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithftanding. 
irons  of  the  XLVII.  PjOfilHell  neverthelefs.  That  in 
*^*^-  Cafe  the  Judicature  hereby  eftabli(hed  (hall  nor, 
within  twelve  Months  from  the  firft  Day  of  yf/r- 
guji  next,  hear  and  determine  all  the  Matters  by 
this  Aft  to  them  referred  concerning  the  faid 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  all  and  every  (uch 
Perfon  and  Perfons  whofe  Complaints  (hall  be 
then  undetermined,  may  make  their  Applica- 
tions to  the  Barons  of  his  Majefty's  Court  of 
Exchequer,  who  are  hereby  eftablilhed  a  Court 
of  Judicature,  and  fu(ficiently  authorized  to 
hear  and  determine  all  fuch  Controverfies  and 
Difi^ererices  between  the  (aid  Parties  in  as  large 
and  ample  Manner,  to  all  Intents  and  Pur- 
pofcs,  as  the  Judicature  hereby  eftabliflied 
might  have  done,  and  fuch  Judgment,  Order 
or  Decree  of  the  faid  Court  of  Exchequer 
(hall  be  in  all  Things  obferved,  and  be  effec- 
tual as  if  the  faid  Barons  had  been  made  the 
only  Judicature  by  this  Adt. 
rfleesofthe  XLVIII.  P^OtJitietl  always,  and  be  it 
>ooo  Acres,  enafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the 
Sons^^     Leflfces  of  the  King's  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and 
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Sacceflbrs  of  the  faid  ten  thoufand  Acres,  or 
of  any  Part  thereof,  and  the  Ailigns  of  fuch 
Leflees,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  (hall  be 
capable  to  be  eledted  and  chofen  into  the  Of* 
fice  or  Place,  Offices  or  Places  of  Governor, 
Bailifis  and  Confervators  aforefaid,  and  to  vote 
in  (uch  Eledions  and  Choice,  and  in  all  other 
Matters,  as  fully  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes 
as  any  other  Members  of  the  Corporation, 
Owners  of  any  Part  of  the  faid  ninety- five 
thoufand  Acres,  may  be  ele£led  and  cho(en» 
vote  in  fuch  Eledion  and  Choice,  or  in  any 
other  Matter,  (b  as  fuch  Leflfees  and  their 
Aflignees  refpedively  have  and  be  LefTees 
or  Owners  of  double  the  Quantity  or  Num- 
ber of  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  faid  ten  thou* 
land  Acres,  as  by  Virtue  of  this  A£t  is  re- 
quired to  qualify  any  Perfon  to  be  eledted  and 
diofen  into  the  Office  or  Place  of  Governor, 
BailiflT  or  Confervator  refpeftivcly,  and  to 
vote  in  fuch  Elections  and  Choice,  or  in  any 
other  Matter  touching  the  faid  Level,  and  fo 
as  fiich  Leafcs  or  Affignments  they  claim  by 
be  entered  with  the  Regifter;  any  Thing 
before  in  this  Aft  to  the  Contrary  notwith- 
ftanding. 

XLIX.  PjOtlftietl  always,  and  be  it  Mr.  Offley 
cnafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  «>ay  foe, 
this  A&  (hall  not  extend  to  impeach  or  make 
void  any  Obligation  given  to  David  Offley^ 
Gentleman,  conditioned  for  his  quiet  Enjoy- 
ment of  a  certain  Parcel  of  Land  purchafed 
by  him  in  the  faid  Level,  but  that  the  faid 
David  Offley  may  fue  and  profecute  his  feve- 
ral  Adion  or  Actions  upon  the  faid  Obli- 
gation, 
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gation,  as  if  he  had  been  evidled  or  re- 
moved from  his  Eftate  therein  by  due  Courfe 
of  Law. 

L.  SltlU  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  Au- 
thority aforefaid,  That  if  any  Breaches  hap- 
pen in  any  of  the  Banks,  Saffes,  Sluces,  Tun- 
nels, or  other  Works  within  the  faid  Great 
Level,  or  in  any  the  Works  made  without  tha 
faid  Great  Level,  for  carrying  the  Waters  of 
the  faid  Great  Level  to  their  Outfall  at  Sea, 
by  reafon  of  fome  inevitable  Accidents,   the 
fame  (hall  be  repaired  and  made  good  in  con- 
venient Time,  by  and  at  the  Charges  of  the 
faid  Corporation  and  their  Succeffors ;  but  nd 
other  Charge  (hall  be  laid  upon  the  faid  Con 
poration  or  their  Succeffors,  for  or  in  refpeiSt 
of  fuch  Breaches,  nor  for  or  in  refpeft  of  any 
Breaches  that  have  happened  heretofore  in  ah/ 
of  the  faid  Banks,    Saffes,    Sluces,    or  other 
Works ;  nor  (hall  the  faid  Corporation  be  in- 
forced  to  give  to  any  other  Perfon  any  Recom- 
pence  for  any  LiOfs  or  Damage  which  hath  or 
(hall  happen,  by  reafon  of  their  making  necef- 
fary  and  fufficient  Banks  for  the  defending  of 
the  faid  Level  from  being  overflown,  and  for 
the  leading  of  the  Waters  of  the  faid  Level  in 
their  Channels  as  now  they  run  unto  their  Out- 
fall at  Sea. 

LI.  }p|Ot}itiCtl  neverthelefs,  and  be  it 
enafted,  That  where  any  Participant  under 
Francis  Earl  of  Bedford,  or  the  Heirs  or  Af- 
figns  of  any  fuch  Participant,  hath  exchanged 
his  or  their  Share  or  Lot  of  the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres,  or  any  Part  thereof,  for 
any  other  Lands,  Parcel  of  the  faid  ninety-five 
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thoufand  Acres,  which  were  claimed  and  held 
under  fuch  pretended  Sales  for  Non-payment 
of  Taxas  fince  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  forty 
and  nine,  Ic  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  fuch  Participant  and  Participants,  and  his 
and  their  Heirs  and  Afljgns,  to  encer  again 
upon  the  fame  Lands  fo  given  in  exchange, 
and  to  have  and  retain  the  fame  in  his  and  their 
Pofleflion ;  any  Thing  in  this  A61  to  the  con- 
trary notwithftanding:  Subjedt  neverthelefs  in 
^  Things  to  fuch  Judgment  and  Determina- 
tion as  the  Judicature  hereby  conftituted  (hall 
inake  concerning  the  fame. 

LII.  ]^20lliQCll  always.  That  no  afcertain-  Dlvifions  only 
ing  or  dividing  of  the  faid  drained  or  new  im-^o  Tubjea  the 
proved  Lands  by  the  faid  Commi(rioners  asJ°^^°J?^^^^^ 
aforefaid,  (hall  conclude  the  King's  Majeftyj^jj^y^^^  "^ 
his  Heirs,  Succe(rors,  or  Affigns,  or  any  other 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  as  to  the  Bounds  of  Parifhes, 
to  any  other  Intent  or  Purpofe  than  fubjefting 
the  lame  to  Taxes  and   Contributions,    and 
Epifcopal   Jurifdiftions,    and   not  as   to  the  ' 
Right  of  Tithes  or  any  other  Purpofe  what- 
foever,  nor  (hall  be,  or  be  ufed  in  Evidence 
concerning  the  fame. 

LIII.  PlOUlDeH  alfo,   and  be  it  further  Diftarbcrs  of 
cnafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  iflnclofures  for- 
any  Perfon  or  Perfons  having  Right  of  Com-^"'^°^*  ^^* 
mon   in  any  of  the  Manors,  Waftes,  Com- 
mons or  Lands  within  the  faid  Great  Level  of 
the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  or  any  other 
perfon   or   Perfons  whatfoever,  at  any  Time 
after  fuch  Divifion  or  Inclofure  made  or  fet  out 
as  aforefaid,  (hall  break,  throw  down,  difturb, 
obftrudt,  or  by  any  Means  hinder  or  lay  open 

the 


the  faid  Improvements  and  Inclofura,  it,]! 
or  after  the  making  thereof,  or  the  Ht^ 
Ditches  or  Fences  of  the  fame,  oranyhtl 
thereof  fhall  dellroy,  and  (hall  be  thereof  (o-l 
vifted  by  two  credible  Wiincflcs  uponOilil 
before  two  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  thcCm-l 
ty  where  fuch  Difturbance  or  DeftruftionMl 
be  made,    every  fuch    Perfbn  or  Perliimfcl 
convicted  as  aforefaid,  (hall  forfeit, for  ers]! 
fuch  Offence  the  Sam  of  twenty  Pounds,  tol 
be  levied  by  Diftrefs  u»3n    the  Goods  anil 
Chattels  ot  every  fuch  OflFendcr  or  Offendos,  1 
by  Warrant  under  the  Hands  and  Seals  of  tit  I 
faid  Juftices  of  the  Peace  before  whom  fudi  I 
Conviflion  (hall  be  made,  the  one  Moiciyto  I 
the  Informer,  and  the  other   Moiety  to  fuch  I 
'  Perfon  or  Perfons  againft  whom  the  faid  Of- 1 
fence  is  or  (hall  be  committed  5   or  for  Wantot  1 
fuch  fufficient  Diftrcls,  the  OtFendcr  (hall  bt  | 
committed  to  the  Houfe  of    Corre<Sion, 
Common  Gaol,  for  three  Months,  without  B 
or  Mainprize,  at  the  faid  Juftices  Difcretion. 
ftet  Anguft       LIV.  ]^;Ql]f1ielI  always,  and  it  is  hereby 
=t«d"tove«"^^"*  and  declared  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid,  That  (rem  and  after  the  firfl  Day  of  Au- 
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cighty-thrce  thoufand  Acres  hereby  vefted  in 
the  faid  Corporacion,  (hall  not  amount  untofo 
much  in  Proportion  as  two  Shillings  an  Acre, 
according  to  the  Proportion  for  each  Acre ; 
Then  a  proportionable  Abatement  (hall  be 
made  out  of  the  faid  two  Shillings  per  x^cre, 
which  (hall  be  charged  yearly  by  an  equal  Rate  ^*^^  t^ 
upon  every  Acre  of  the  faid  ten  thoufand  Acres,  ^^^ 
and  the  faid  two  thoufand  Acres  according  to 
the  Rate  impofed  upon  every  Acre  of  the  faid 
cighty-thrce  thoufand  Acres,  whether  the  fame 
ihall  be  afleifed  by  an  Acre-tax  or  a  Pound-rate, 
or  by  any  other  Way ;  any  Thing  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

LV.  9nll  it  is  further  declared,  that  the  Not  to  am- 
adefling,  laying,  and  levying  of  Taxes  up-^^^^oo'^ 
on  the  faid  ten  thoufand  Acres,  or  upon  the  ^"* 
&id  two  thoufand  Acres,  or  any  Part  thereof, 
after  the  faid  firft  Day  oH  Auguft  which  (hall  be 
in  the  laid  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  fixty  and  eight,  by  the  Way  of  an 
Acre-tax,  fliall  not  extend  nor  be  interpreted 
or  conftrued  to  extend  to  compel  or  conclude 
the  faid  Corporation  to  afTcfs,  lay  or  levy  any 
Tax  or  Taxes  upon  the  faid  eighty-three  thou- 
fand Acres  hereby  veiled  in  the  (aid  Corpora- 
tion, or  upon  any  Part  thereof,  by  the  Way 
of  an  Acre- tax. 
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Anno    Regni 
C  A  R  O  L  I     IL 

REGIS 

inglicBy  Scotia,  Franciee  S?  Hibernice, 
V  I  C  E  S  I  M  O. 

it  the  Parliament  begun  at  Weftminfter  the 
eighth  Day  of  May  Anno  Domini  1661, 
in  the  thirteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
moft  Gracious  Sovereign  Lord  CHARLESy 
by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  &c. 

A.nd  there  continued  by  feveral  Prorogations  to 
the  tenth  Day  of  OSlober  1667:  From 
whence  it  is  continued  by  Adjournment  made 
the  ninth  Day  of  Ma-j  166S  to  the  eleventh 
Xivf  q{  Augujl  next  following. 


.i:    ? 
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Anno  XX. 

;AR0LI  II.    Regis. 


Kn  A<a  for  the  Taxing  and  Af- 
fefling  ^f  the  Lands  of  the 
Adventvirers  within  the  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens. 

WH  E  R  E  A  S  by  an  Aa  madeRedoa  of 
in  this  prefent  Parliamenr,  en-i5Car.  j. 
tituled,  ^n  4£f  for  fettling  the 
Vraining   the    Great    Level    of 
the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,    Ic  is  amongft 
other  Things  enafted,    That  the  Governor, 
Bailiffs  and  Confervators  of  the  Corporation 
in  the  faid  Aft  mentioned,  and  by  Virtue  of 
the  fame  from  Time  to  Time  to  be  elefted 
and  appointed,  for  the  Time  being,  or  any 
five  or  more  of  them,  (whereof  the  Governor po,(,g„g;vjii 
and  BaiUfFs  for  the  Time  being,or  any  of  them,  by  i;  Car.z. 
to  be  two)  fliould  and  might  from  thenceforth  w  lay  Taxei..^ 
ufe  the  Power  and  Authority  of  Commilljo- 
»iiers  of  Sewers  within  the  laid  Great  Level, 
"  Y  2  a  nd  . 


^ 


/ 
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and  from  Time  to  Time  lay  and  itnpofe  "taxes 
upon   tjie  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres   within 
the  faid  Level  in  the  faid  Act  mentioned,  for 
'  the  Maintenance  and  Prefervation  of  the  fame. 
Said  Powers  as  by  the  faid  Ad  appeareth :  And  whereas 
executed.        fmce  the  making  of  the  faid  Ad,  the  Cover- 
nor.    Bailiffs    and    Confcrvarors   of   the  faid 
Corporation,  in  Execution  of  the  Power  and 
Authority  thereby  to   them  given,  have  laid 
and  impofed  Taxes  upon  tl)e  faid  ninety-five 
thoufand  Acres,  for  the  Purpofcs  by  the  faid 
A61  fpecified  and  appointed,  wherein  they  have 
Wherein  Cor-  proceeded  by  Way  of  an  Acre- tax,  at  a  cer- 
|^^^"°f*^^^*^tain  Rate  by  the  Acre,  and  bfiwe  inforced  the 
an^re^ax^  Payment  of  tl>e  f;ime  afier  tjiat  Manner,  to 
%o  the  Damage  the  great  Damage  of  divers  of  the  Adventurers  . 
of  Adventurers  and  Participants,  for  that  the  faid  ninety-five 
as  the  Lands    thoufand  Acres  are  not  only  much  different  in 
differ  m  Va-   ^j^^  natural  Rirhnefs  and  Barrennefs  of  thfir 
Soil,  but  like  wife  feme  Pans  of  the  fiid  Lands 
are,   by  frequent  Inundations  and  otherwife, 
exceedingly  pejorated  and  made  vvorfe,  an3the 
Corn,  Hay,  Seed  or  Grafs  thereupon  often  de-. 
ftroyed  ;  yet  the  fame  Lands  are  equally  taxed 
with  the  bcft  and  moft  ll:?cure  Lands  in  the  faid 
Level  as  aforcfiid ;    the   which  faid  Way  of 
raifing  Draining-taxes  upon   the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres,  by  an  equal  Acre-rare, 
For    remedy,  hath  been  found  to  be  inconvenient;  And  for 
jng  which       removing  the  faid  Inconvenience,  the  faid  Go- 
orporation     ^^^^^        BailKTs  and  Conffrvators  have  of  late 

have  taxed  by  '  .  ■ 

a  gradual  proceeded  to  a  more  mdiiterent  Way  di  taxing 
i^cre  lax  of  of  the  faid  ninery-five  thoufand  Acres,  (that  is 
five  Sorts,  on  to  fay)  by  a  gradual  Acre-tax  of  five  Sorts, 
83000  Acre?,  ^      •  j^igh^y.^hi-^..  thoufand  Acres,  Part  of  the 

and  oy  a  Me-      i  c     >  »  . 

laid 


dium    on 

1 200c   Acres. 
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laid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  and  by  a  Me- 
dium of  the  twelve  thoufand  Acres,  Rcfidue 
of  the  laid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres :  And  to 
the  Intent  that  Encouragement  may  be  given 
for  the  better  improving  of  the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres,  and  that  a  conftant  and 
certain  Way  of  taxing  may  be  continued  and 
eftablifhed  for  the  future ; 

^Z  it  enafted  by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Ena^ad    tbai 
Majefty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Aflent  ^^j"  '^^^  ^"^o« 
of    the  Lords    Spiritual  and  temporal    and^jJJ^'J'^ 

Commons  in  this  Parliament  aflembled,  and  Acres,  Art  of 
by  the  Authority  of  the  fame.   That  all  Taxes  the  95000 
hereafter  to  be  fee  and  impofed  for  the  Main-  Acres,  for 
tcnance  and  Prcfervation  of  the  faid  Great  Le-  ^q"^*°*^ 
vel,  are  hereby  appointed  and  declared   to  bej^j^^^.^ 
from  Time  to  Time  aiTcffcd  and  taxed  by  the  to  a  gradual 
laid  Governor^  Bailifl^s  and  Confervators,  or  Acre  tax  of 
their  SuCceffors,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  ^^^^^^^  Sorta 
.  whereof  the  faid  Governor  and  Bailiffs  fpr  the^"^  ^^«;^' 

m»         f    •  r    1  I  ^^°  according 

lime  being  or  any  or  them  to  be  two,  upon  to  the  refpco. 
the  iaid  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres,  Part  and  tivc  Values. 
Parcel  of  the  faid  ninety- five  thoufand  Acres, 
by  a  gradual  Acre- tax  of  different  Sorts  and 
Values  of  Lands ;  the  which  faid  gradual  Acre- 
tax  fee  as  aforefaid,  and  all  future  gradual 
Acre-taxes  to  be  (cty  (hall  be  received,  paid 
and  levied,  with  like  Penalties  in  the  faid  re- 
'  cited  A<S  provided  for  Non-payment  of  Taxes, 
by  fuch  and  the  like  Ways  and  Means  as  by 
the  faid  recited  Ad:  are  provided  for  to  be  paid 
and  levied ;  and  the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand 
Acres  for  raifing  of  Taxes  for  Support  and 
Maintenance  of  the  Great  Level,  are  not  to  be 
rated  or  affcITcd  otherwile,  or  in  any  other 

Y  3  Manner 
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Manner  than  according  to  a  gradual  Acre-tax 
of  diflferent  Sorts  and  Degrees,  and  according 
to  the  refpeftive  Values  and  Rates  thereby  let 
and  rated,  and  to  be  fet  and  rated  as  is  here- 
after appointed  upon  the   faid   eighty- three 
thoufand  Acres;  any  Law,  Statute  or  other 
Thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  not- 
withftanding. 
p!SS^  ^T*      ^^^  whereas  the  faid  twelve  thouland  Acres, 
qwT Acres  R^fi^^c  ^f  ^^^  f^^d  ninety- five  thouland  Acres, 
when  the    '^e  by  the  faid  gradual  Acre  taxed  towards 
whole  95000  the  railing  of  the  Sum  of  fix  thouland  one 
are  taxed  for   hundred  and  ten  Pounds  feven  Shillings  one 
^l^^*7''*^-Pcny  Halfpeny,  are  rated  and  taxed  ac  one 
be  ta^^at^  Shilling  three  Pence  per  Acre,  being  a  Medi* 
is.  %d.  per  um  as  if  the  whole  ninety-£ve  thoufand  Acres 
Acre»  and  fo  had  been  rated,  taxed  and  aflrefled  at  fifteen 
inr Proportion,  p^ncc  per  Acre;  Be  it  further  enadled  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid.  That  when  and  fo  often 
as  a  Tax  of  the  (aid  Sum  of  fix  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  ten  Pounds  feven  Shillings  one 
Pcny  Halfpeny,  (hall  be  taxed  and  a(re(red 
upon   the    faid  ninety -five   thoufand   Acres, 
That  then  the  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acres  (hall 
be  rated,  taxed^  and  aflTeflTed  by  the  (aid  Go- 
'  vernor.  Bailiffs   and  Confervators,   and  their 
Succc(rors,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  where- 
of the  faid  Governor  and  Bailiffs,  or  any  of 
them,  to  be  two,  at  fifteen  Pence  the  Acre, 
and  according  to  the  Proportion  for  the  raifing 
of  any  greater  or  lefTer  Sum  than  fix  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  ten  Pounds  feven  Shillings  on 
Peny    Halfpeny,    to  be  received,    paid  an 
levied,  together  with  Penalties,  in  fuch  an 
the  like  Manner  as  the  Taxes  fet  and  impo(ed 
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or  to  be  &t  and  impofed  upon  the  faid  eighty- 
three  thoufand  Acres,   are  by  this  A£b  pro- 
vided for  to  be  received,   paid  and  levied. 
And  be  it  further  ena£ted  and  declared  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid.  That  no  Taxes  to  be  fet  Taxes  not  to 
1^  Virtue  of  this  Aft,  fhall  be  fet  or  impofed  ^^J^SJ^"?"- 
upon  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres  by  day,Thar(aiy 
the  iaid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  G)nfervators,  and  Friday 
or  their  Succeflbrs,  or  any  five  or  niore  ofncxt  after  the 
them,  but  upon  »^^i»^;^,  Tburfday  and  Fri- ^^^  ^^7 '»^ 
day  next  after  the  firft  Sunday  in  Jprily  or  fome    ^'  ' 
or  one  of  them  three  Days  yearly  for  ever, 
and  not  at  any  other  Time ;  any  Law,  Cuf« 
torn,  or  Ufage  to  the  contrary  thereof  not- 
withfianding. 

i^nH  whereas  by  the  faid  recited  Aft,  it  is  Sales  for  Noo- 
amongft  other  Things  provided.  That  Sales  ^JJ^'JJ^ 
for  Non-payn)ent  of  Taxes  (hall  be  made  at  ekT ^  Wcd- 
*  Ely  upon  Wednefday  and  ^urfday  in  fVbitfuft  oefday.Thiirf-' 
.  Week  yearly,  the  which  Seafon  is  found  to  be  day  and  Fri- 
ioconvenient :   For  Remedy  whereof.   Be  itf*^^^^'*^^ 
further  enafted  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  ^^J^"^' "^ 
That  from  and  after  fFbitfun  Week,  which 
Ihall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand 
lix  hundred  fixty-eight,  thofe  Days  for  Sales 
ihall  be  alter^  and  changed  unto  the  faid  fFed- 
nefdi^y  l^burfday,  and  Friday  after  the  laid  firft 
Sunday  in  April  in  every  Year,  and  all  other 
Matters  and  Things  concerning  or  relating  to 
Sales  for  Non-payment  of  Taxes,  by  the  faid      . 
fecited  Aft  provided,  are  to  ftand  in  Force  ^j^by^Pre- 
and  to  be  obferved  with  this ;  That  the  Ser-  ^^  ^^^^^ 
jeant  at  Mace  of  the  faid  Great  Level  fhall  Corporation 
from  Time  to  Time,  by  Precept  under  the  Seal,  to  deliver 
Seal  of  the  Corporation  of   the  faid  Great  ^^^f^xlht 

*  4  L-CVel,  Non-payment 

of  Taxes, 


Level,  in  Nature  of  a  Writ  of  Habere  fdc^ 

fojfejfionem^  at  Common  Law,  deliver  Poflef- 

fion  unto  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  as  (hall  ptir- 

chafe  any  Part  of  the  faid  ninety- Bve  thouland 

Corporation    Acres  for  Non-payment  of  Taxes ;  And  the 

to  affix  the     faid  Governor,  Bailiffs,  and  Confervator^  are 

Seal  to  fuch     }^^^^\yj  required  and  authorised  to  affix  the 

rcccp  .        g^^j  ^j,  ^j^^  j,^.^  Corporation,  from  Time  to 

TimCj    to  the  Precept  or  Precepts,   at  the 
Charge  of  the  Parties  requiring  the  fame  5  any 
Law,  Statute,  Ufage  or  Cuftotti  to  the  con- 
trary thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 
that  ^l^^        3nll  to  the  End  that  the  faid  eighty-three 
mc«f  cqiSly  ^^^^^^^^  Acres  may  be  more  equally  taxed  by 
taxed/Com-   ^i  gradual  Acre-tax,  not  under  the  Number  6f 
ihiffioiiers       feven  Sorts ;  Be  it  further  ena£l:ed  by  the  Au- 
appoinicd  to   thority  aforefaid.  That  Edward  Partbericbe^ 
vS'SJ      ^^^'   ^^^^^^  Fortrey,  Efq;   Richard  Mariot, 
lame,  and  di- ^fq;  John  Mngay^  Jonas  Moore^  Peter  Duh 
gcll  the  feme  mond^  Efquires,  Anthony  Hammond^  Efq;  Mark 
not  under  the  /^  pia^  Gent,  and  John  Bridgeman  jun.  Gent. 
Numl^r  of    Q^  2j^y  xhxtt  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  con- 
and  Degrees,  fti^^^^cd  and  appointed  to  be  Surveyors  and  Va- 
To  tax  the     luers  of  the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres, 
fameinSche-  and  are,  within  twelve  Months  next  after  the 
dales  to  be  re  p^fling  of  this  Aft,  to  digeft  the  faid  eighty- 
thrpcnOffice.  ^^^^^  thoufand  Acres  into  fuch   Number  of 
This  to  Be      Sorts  or  Degrees  of  Land  not  under  the  Num- 
doneonOath.  ber  of  feven  Sorts  and  Degrees;  and  to  rate 
and  tax  fuch  Degrees,  and  digeft  the  fame  in- 
to Schedules  in  Writing,  and  make  Returns 
thereof    upon    their    Oaths     into    the    Fen 
Office ;  the  Form  of  which  faid  Oath  fhall 
be,  {viz,) 
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/A.  B.  io  faoear^  ^at  according  to  the  hft  of  ^orm  of  OaA 
my  Skill  andKntmledge,  I  will  faitbfulfy  dif- "  ^  "'"'"'^ 
ebarge  the  trufi  of  Surveying,  Sorting,  Dividing^^^^ 
oM  Ratify  of  eighty 'three  thoufand  Acres^  Par- 
eel   if*  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres   within  the 
Greai  Level  of  the  Fens,  known  by  the  Name  of  , 

Bedford  Level,  according  to  feven  Degrees  or 
more^  as  I  upon  my  Oathjhall  think  moft  equal. 

The  which  faid  Oath  the  faid  Governor,  Corporation 
Bailiffs  and  Confervators,  or  any  three  or  more  to  adminifter 
of  them,  arc  hereby  authorized  to  adminifter,  ^^^^»  ^^^Jj 
and  alfo  to  allow  unto  the  faid  Surveyors,  or  yI\^^^\^ 
Valuers,  fuch  rcafonablc  Charges  for  their  Tra-  xh^]^  Trouble. 
Vet  and  Pains  therein  as  they  (hall  think  Ht ; 
And  after  the  fame  are  returned  into  the  faid  Returns  mule 
Fen  Office,  and  there  publickly  fct  up,  which  into  the  Fen 
faid  Return   is  hereby  enafted  to  be  made^^^/^^ 
within  one  Monrh  after  the  Survey  taken,  and  Pf^^^^ 
the  feveral  Valuations  by  the  Parties  to  that 
Purpofe  by  this  Aft  appointed  and  agreed  up- 
on, and  all  Parties  agrieved  may  take  their  p^rtiesagriev- 
Esrceptions  within  thirty  Days  next  after  the  ed  may  take 
lame  are  fet  up  •,  And  within  forty  Days  next  Exceptions, 
after  fuch  Exceptions  taken,  may  appeal  for^°^?fP^** 
Relief  unto  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and^-^^^  orpoiar- 
Confervators,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  for 
altering  the  faid  Schedules  in  the  Rates  and 
Values  complained  of,  fo  as  the  Parties  appeal- 
ing fhall  profecute  the  faid  Appeal  within  the 
laid  forty  Days,  and  not  at   any  Time  after : 
And  inCafe  the  (aid Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Con- 
fervators ftiall  not,  wiihin  the  faid  forty  Days 

relieve 
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If  Panics  arc  relieve  thefaid  Parties  grieved,  or  if  the  faid  Par- 
atflktisfied  (i^g  f).^\\  not  befacisfied  with  the  Determination 
^nt  of  ihc^"  of  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confcrvators, 
Corporation,    that  then  the  faid  Parties  may  appeal  unto  Sir 

He^ry  Norths   Baroner,   Sir'  Lsvinus  Benmt^ 

Baroner,  Sir  Robert  Brook  of  Toxford,  Knight^ 

may  appeal  to  Sir  Edmond  Pooley^  Knight,  Henry  Williams^ 

Q^muix^ontn  Robert  jjpreect^    Richard   NayloTy    Humphry 

of  Appeal,      Orme^  Morris  'Trejham^  Laurence  Oxborougb^ 

Henry  jRyrr^r  junior,  Edward  Barber^  Mdtihnv 
fVren^  nomas  Marfh^  Henry  Fitcb^  Do£tor  of 
Laws,  Thomas  Steward^  Anthony  F^her^  Mat" 
thias  Tayler^  John  Towers^  Elquires,  and  Bur- 
rage  Martin^  Gent,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  who  are  hereby  conftituted  and  appoint- 
ed Commiffioncrs  of  Appeal  to  hear  and  de- 
termine fuch  Complaints,  and  to  give  Relief 
who  »re  cm-  therein  as  they  (hall  fee  Caufe,  and  to  award 

award  Colb.    ^^^  which  faid    Cofls  may  be  recovered  by. 

Aftion  of  Debt  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  Courts 
of  Record  at  Wejiminfter^  wherein  410  Eilbign 
or  Wager  of  Law  fhall  be  allowed ;  which 
faid  Appeals  to  the  Commiflioners  (ball  be  du- 
ly profccuted  by  the  faid  Parties  grieved  within 
two  Months  next  after  the  Expiration  of  the 
forty   Days,  and  not  at  any  Time  after;  the 

Scheduleswith  which  faid  Schedules  with  the  Alterations,  if 

madrrcor.^^y  ^^^"  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Corporation 
poration,  or  wherewiih  the  Parties  fhall  reft  fatisfied,  or  by 
Commiffioncrs  the  Determination  of  the  faid  Commiflioners 
of  Appeal       of  Appeal,   are  hereby  confirmed,  and  fliall 

hereby  con- 
firmed and  n>ade  a  RuJe  for  taxing  83^500  Acres. 

be 
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be  a  conftant  Rule  and  Foundation  for  the  ra- 
ting and  taxing  of  the  faid  eighty-three  thou- 
iand  Acres  for  the  future,  for  Maintenance  and 
Prefervation  of  the  Works  made  and  to  be 
made  within  or  without  the  faid  Great  Level 
of  the  faid  Fens;  And  that  the  faid  Governor,  Corportckm 
Bailiffi  and  Confervators,    nor  their   Succef-  not  to  auc 
fors>  nor  any  of  them,  (hall  tax  or  affcfs  the  faid  ®^^*^'fetli|n 
eighty-three  thoufand  Acres,  otherwife  than  by  sctelato.  ^ 
and  according  to  the  faid  Schedules  to  be  return- 
ed or  confirmed  as  aforefaid ;  And  it  is  declared 
that  the  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acres,  Refidue  '  ^^oo  Acm, 
of  the  faid  ninety-Bve  thoufand  Acres,  (hall  ^^^^l""^^ 
be  rated  and  taxed  by  a  Medium  towards  all  u>  be  uxcd^S 
Taxes  hereafter  to  be  laid,  as  by  the  faid  Tax  a  Medium. 
made  the  faid  twentieth  Day  of  June  is  pro- 
fided,  and  not  otherwife. 

anH  it  is  hereby  further  enafted.  That  a  ^^""f^^'^J; 
Tax.of  the  faid  Sum  of  fix  thoufand  one  hun-  pe^y  j^  ^  " 
dred  and  ten  Pounds  feven  Shillings  one  Pcny  fee  in  Whitfun 
Halfpeny,  fhall  and  may  be  fet  by  the  faid  W'cek  next  on 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confervators,  or  any  ^3ooo.  Acres, 
five  or  more  of  them,  in  IVhitfun  Week  nexr,  ^^^^i)!^ai^ 
upon  the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres,  ac-  on  12000 
cording  to  the  faid  gradual  Acre- tax  of  five  Acres,  at 
D^ees,  upon  the  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acres,  \  '•  3  ^-  P*^ 
at  fifteen    Pence  per  Acre  -,   and   for  Non-  ^^^^' 
payment  (hall  and  may  be  levied  by  Sales  on  Sale  to  be  on 
Wednefday,  rhurfday  or  Friday  after  the  faid  "^^^^^^.^^ 
firft  Sunday  in  April  then  next  following ;  And  day"aftcr'firft " 
that  from  thenceforth  all  future  Taxes  (hall  be  Sunday  in 
laid  and  impofed  upon  the  faid  eighty-three  April; 
thoufand   Acres  by  a  gradual  Acre-rax    not  ^ver  after  ac- 
under   feven  Degrees,    and    twelve    thoufand  cording  to 
Acres  in  fuch  Manner  and  Form  as  by  this  this  Aa. 

Aft 
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SirMUcs  San-  Aft  is  provided,  and  not  otherwifcj  And  whercf- 
^y*  the  Elder,  jjjj  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  Elder^  and  Sir  Miles 
Sadmhc* "  ^^^^J^"^  the  Younger^  were  Adventurers  and 
Yomiger,  the  Participants  with  Francis  lace  Earl  of  Bedford 
Shares  they  in  the  faid  Levels  and  had  an  Interieft  in  le* 
advciitared  for  ygj-^j  Shafesj  Lots  and  Proportbns  in  the  faid 

^WJljJ'"^ Great  Level;  the  Right,  Tide  and  Inccrcft 
Sandyti  Efa;  ^^  ffft2X  Part  of  which  (aid  Shares  and  Lots 
for  Pftymenc  were,  as  appears  by  Indenture  bearing  Date 
^  Debts,  &^f-  the  twelfth  Day  of  June  in  the  firft  Year  of  bis 

now  Majefty's  Reign,  made  between  Sir 
Miles  Sanies  the  Younger  of  the  one  Part,  and 
Stbomas  Sandys,  Efq;  and  Roberl  Sandys,  Clerk, 
Humberjione  Marfb,  Efq;  Samuel  Spalding^ 
Gent.  fFilliam  mifin.  Clerk,  and  John  Kirk 
of  the  f^ond  Part,  and  Samuel  Sandys  of  Om^ 
berjley,  Efq;  on  the  third  Part,  fettled  in  fo- 
vcral  Truftees  therein  named,  in  Truft  for  the 
Payment  of  all  fuch  Taxes  as  fliould  be  due 
for  or  in  refped  of  the  faid  Lands  mentioned 
in  the  faid  Indenture^  and  after  in  Truft  for 
the  fecuring  of  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys,  Efq; 
from  all  fuch  Debts  as  he  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys 
ftood  ingaged  for,  the  proper  Debts  of  the 
faid  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  Elder,  and  Sir  Miles 
Sandys  the  Younger :  Since  which  faid  Inden- 
turc  fo  had  and  made,  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys 
the  Elder  has  paid  great  Sums  of  Money  for 
and  towards  the  Satisfaftion  of  the  faid  Debts 
of  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  Elder  and  Sir  Miles 
Sandys  tht  Younger,  and  yet  hath  reaped  no 
Benefit  by  Virtue  of  the  faid  Deed  or  Truft  fo 
^s  aforefaid  made  for  his  Security,  although  by 
an  Aft  made  by  this  prefent  Parliament,  in- 
tituled. An  Ja  for  feu  ling  the  Draining  of  the 

Great 
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Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Levels 
the  (aid  Samuel  Sandj^s  ought  to  have  had  a 
Conveyance  of  the  Shares  and  Lots  mentioned 
in  the  fatd  Indenture :  Buc  in  regard  the  faid  but  he  hath 
Samuel  Sandys^  Efq;    nor  any  in  Truft   for  «ot  been  able 
him,  could  procure  any  Conveyance,   which  ^  ^^  ""^ 
hath  proved  very  prejudicial  to  the  faid  Samuel  thereof*"^ 
San(fys  the  Elder ; 

^e  it  therefore  enafted  by  the  King's  mod:  All  the  (aid 
Excellent  Majefty,   the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Scares  except 
Temporal  and  the  Commons  in  this  prefent "  *;:j^y  ^^- 
Parliament  affembled,  and  by  Authority  of 
the  fame.  That  all  the  faid  Lots  and  Shares 
in  the  faid  Indenture  mentioned  (except  only 
fuch   Lands  of  the  faid  half  Share  as  were 
really  fold  by  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the  Elder  or  Sir  • 

^les  Sandys  the  Younger,  for  full  and  valua- 
ble confidcrations,  and  fuch  of  the  faid  two 
Shares  which  have  been  fold  for  the  Payment 
of  Taxes  or  Debts  in  Purfuance  of  the  faid 
indenture,  by  the  faid  Sir  Miles  Sandys  and 
thcTruftees  Parties  to  the  faid  Indenture)  ^^^  \itrthy  vt^td^ 
hereby  veiled  and  fettled  in  Samuel  Sandys  the  in  the  Sons  of 
Younger,  Efq;  and  Edwin  Sandys ^  Gent.  Sons  fai<l  Samuel 
Qf  the  Aid  Samuel  Sandys  the  Elder,  their  Heirs  ^^^^l/'^^ 
and  Afligns,  freed,  and   difcharged   from  all^^^^j.  ° 
Manner  of  Taxes  whatfoevcr  to  the  Time  of 
the  paffing  this  Act :  And  by  the  Aurhority 
aforefaid,  the  Freehold  and  Inheritance  of  the 
faid  Lots  and  Shares  aforefaid,  except  before 
excepted,  (hall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be 
in  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys  the  Younger  and  Ed- 
win  Sandys^    their    Heirs   and  Succeflbrs  for 
ever  ^  Neverthelefs  the  faid  Shares  and  Lots,  ^"^i*^  J®  ^^y* 
hereby  vetted,  Ihall  be  liable  to  the  Payment  ^.^^^jng  ^J^ 

O*  the  original 
Truft, 
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of  the  Debts  aforefaid,  and  to  all  Powers  and 
Jurifdiftions,  together  with  the  Rcfidue  of 
the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  as  the 
fame  arc  fubjedt  and  liable  by  the  faid  recited 
and  to  future  A61  for  the  future,  and  of  all  fuch  Taxes  and 
Taxes.  'Penalties  as  (hall  be  hereafter  affeflcd  or  laid 

for  the  Prefervation  of  the  faid  Great  Level, 
in  fuch  Sort  and  Manner  as  the  eighty- three 
thoufand  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  ninety-five 
thoufand  Acres,  (hall  be  affeflcd  and  taxed; 
any  Law,  Statute  or  Thing  to  the  contrary  in 
any  wife  notwithftanding. 

}p20ljfll£ll  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
Sales  for  Non- declared  and  enadled  by  the  Authority  afore- 
payment  of     f^^jj^  xhat  ail  and  every  the  Sale    or   Sales 

sha^r!^ '  undpr"^  "^^^^'   ^8^^^^  ^^  contradcd   for,    for   Non- 
15  Car.  2.      payment  or    laxes  or  any  of  the  Lands  of 
null  and  void,  the   faid  Sir  Miles  Sandys  the   Elder  or  Sir 

Miles  Sandys  the  Younger,  or  the  faid  Samuel 
Sandys  the  Elder,  Efq-,  by  the  Governors, 
Bailiffs  and  Confervaiors,  conftituted  and 
elefted  by  Authority  of  an  A61  of  this 
prcfcnt  Parliament,  intituled,  y^n  A£i  for  fet- 
tling the  'Draining  cf  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  called  Bedford  Levels  to  any  Perfon  or 
Pcrfons  whatfoever  by  Virtue  or  Colour  of 
the  faid  A6V,  is,  are  and  (hall  be  null  and 
void ;  and  that  the  faid  Lands  fold  by  the 
faid  Governors,  Bailiffs  and  Confcrvators,  (ex- 
cept before  excepted)  are  and  (hall  be  veiled  in 
and  fettled  by  this  prefent  A(5t  in  the  faid  Sa- 
viuel  Sandys  the  Younger,  and  Edwin  Sandys^ 
their  Heirs  and  Affigns,  freed  and  difcharged 
of  and  from  all  Taxes  laid  by  the  faid  Gover- 
nors* 
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nors,  BaHiflfs  and  Conrervacors ;  any  Thing 
in  the  faid  recited  Aft  to  the  conirary  not* 
withftanding. 

Still  to  the  End  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys  and  The  Sons  of 
E^mn  Sandys  may  have  the  Effcft  and  Benefit  the  (kid  Samu- 
hereby  intended  them  ;  and  that  the  Occupi-  ^Sandys  ta 
crs  and  Poffeffors  of  the  faid  Shares  and  Lots,  Poffeffion'^ 
vefted  in  them  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys  and  Ed-  thereof  by  « 
win  Sandys  as  aforefaid,  may  not,  by  their  con-  Precept  under 
tiouing  in  Poffeffion  and  Negleft  of  paying  ^^^  Corpora- 
the  Taxes  hereafter  to  be  impofed  on  the  faid  ^^°°  ^^^* 
Shares  and  Lots  or  any  Part  of  them,  caufe  the 
&nie  tojbe  forfeited  and  fold  for  Non-payment 
oftherelpeftive  Taxes  that  (hall  become  due  for 
the  &me ;  Be  it  therefore  hereby  further  enaft- 
cd  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  in  Cafe 
any  Occupier  or  Pofleflbr  of  any  the   faid 
Shores  or  Lots  in  the  faid  Deed  of  Truft  men- 
tioned as  aforefaid,  or  of  any  Part  of  them, 
pretending  to  claim  under  the  faid  Deed  of 
Truft  or  otherwife,  that  (hall  refufe  to  deliver 
or  yield  up  the  Poffeffion  of  fuch  Part  of  the 
faid  Shares  or  Lots  to  them  the  faid  Samuel 
Sandys  and  Edwin  Sandys^  or  their  Affignees, 
and  (hall  not  duly  pay'  the  Taxes  hereafter  to 
be  impofed  on  the  fame  before  our  Ladyday 
one  thoufand'  fix  hundred  feventy-one,  That 
then  the  Serjeant  at  Mace  for  the  Time  bcingj 
attending  the  faid  Corporation,  is  hereby  au^ 
thorized  and  empowered  by   Precept  under 
the    Seal    of   the  Corporation    of   the   faid 
Great  Level  (who  are  hereby  required  to  grant 
and  ilTue  out  the  fame)  in  the  Nature  of  a 
"Writ  oi  Habere  facias  pojfeffionem  at  the  Com- 
Ii^on  l^w,  to  deliver  unto,  and  put  them  the 

faid 
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iaid  Samuel  Sandys,  and  Ed'win  SandySj    their 
Heirs  or  AQagns,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
PoflefTion  of  fuch  Shares  and  Lots,   or  any 
Part  of  them  5  and  all  and  every  fuch  Occu- 
pier or   Occupiers,    Poffeflbr    or    Pofleflbrs 
thereof,  off  and  from  the  fame  to  ejeft,  expel 
and  amove ;  they  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys  ^d 
Edwin  Sandys^    upon  reafonable  Notice,  firft 
paying  or  tendring  fuch  Taxes  as  mall  become 
due  for  the  fame  from  the  Time  of  the  paffing 
this  A61,  one  Month  before  the  next  Day  of 
Sale  for  Non-payment  of  fuch  Taxes  hereafter 
to  be  impofed ;  which  faid  Samuel  Sandys  and 
Edwin  SandySy  and  their  Heirs,  are  thereupon 
hereby  actually  veiled  in  the  fame. 
All  Arrears  of     3nll  whereas  the  faid  feveral  Shares  and 
Rentfince  15  Lots  of  the  faid  ninety -five  thoufand  Acres^ 
Car.  2.  on  the  herein  before  vetted  and  fetd^d  in  the  faid  Sa- 
S'^STihe^^^^^^"^^  the  Younger,  and  Edwin  Sandys^ 
Sons  of  Samuel  ^"^  their  Heirs  as  aforefaid,   ought  to   have 
Sandys.  been  conveyed  unto  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys  the 

Elder,  or  his  Truftees,  by  the  faid  Governor, 
Bailiffs  and  Confervators  of  the  faid  Corpora- 
tion, by  Virtue  of  the  faid  beforementioned 
Aft,  as  in  and  by  the  fame  they  were  required 
and  direfted,  which  they  refufe  to  do,  where- 
by the  Rents,  Iflfues  and  Profits  thereof  have 
not  been  paid  to  nor  could  be  received  by  the 
faid  Samuel  Sandys  the  Elder,  or  his  Truftees, 
or  by  any  other,  by,  to  or  for  his  or  their 
Ufe;  Be  it  therefore  hereby  further  enafted  by 
J  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  the  faid  Samuel 

SandySy  and  Edwin  Sandys^  (hall  and  are  here- 
by intitled  to  the  faid  Rents,  Iffues  and  Profits 
of  the  faid  Shares  and  Lots  fmce  the  pafTing 

of 
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bf  the  laid  recited  Ad,  which  have  not  really 
beea  paid  to  the  laid  Corporation  for  Taxes, 
or  to  the  faid  Samuel  Sandys  the  Elder,  and  the 
Occupiera  and  PofTefibrs.  thereof  are  hereby 
;iy)poiated  to  pa^  the  fame  accordingly ;  and 
in  .Ddatdt  of  Payment  thovof,  or  pf  any  Part 
thereof,'  they  the  laid  Samuel  Sandys  and  Ed- 
win Sandjfs  are  hereby  authorized  and  impow-  who  msry  fae 
ered  tp*.fue  for,  and  by  Virtue  of  his  Aft  Ihall  ^o^  ^^^  ^a«c- 
recx>ver  the  lame,  wherein  no  ^Toin,  Protec- 
tion or  Wager  of  Law  Ihall  be  allowed,  and 
Ihall  likewife  have  their  Colls  of  Suit  expend- 
ed therein;  any  Thing  herein  to  the  contrary 
thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

^OOfQCOl   always,   and    be  it  enaded,  The  Sons  of 
That  after  the  faid  Edwin  and  Samuel  San-  ^a>d  Samuel 
hs  {hall  have  recovered  and  received  Satif- ^"^^^  ^^W 
&ftion  for  the  mean  Profits,  or  any  Part  of  ^^axes  in  Pro- 
them  5  That  then  they,  their  Heirs  and  Af-  portion  to 
figns,  Ihall  pay  fo  much  of  the  faid  Arrears  of  Rencs  received, 
the  laid  gradual  Acre- tax,  impofed  upon  the 
laid  refpedlive  Lands,  proportionably  to  what 
they  Ihall  receive  and  no  more. 

jPlO&fQcD  always,  and   be  it  enaded  by  Parts  of  the 
the   Authority   aforcfaid.   That  whereas    fe-  95ooo  Acr«| 
vcral  Parcels  of  the  faid  ninety-five  ihoufand  "o^Lorj  Cu[- 
Acres  ought  to  have  been  conveyed  to  TT^omas  pepper  or  his 
Lord  Culpepper  or  his  Truftees,  by  the  faid  Truftces,  to 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confervators  of  the  faid  be  conveyed  ; 
Corporation,  by  Virtue  of  the  faid  before  re- ^f^J^;^"^^  |*^. 
cited  Adt,  as  in  and  by  the  fame  they  were  cover  Rents 
required  and  direfted,  which  they  delayed  to  Arrear. 
do,    whereby  the  Rents,    IlTuts  and   Profits 
.thereof  have  pot  been  paid   to  nor  could  be 
received  by  the  faid  Thomas  Lord  Culpepper  or 

'     Z  his 
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hisTruftees,  that  the  fiud  ^bmh 
pepper,  and  his  Xniftces,  fiitll  ndsl 
intituled  to  the  laid  Rents,  Iffin  M 
cf  the  fud  Parcds,  fiacC  die  ja^l 
faid  recited  Ad.  which  hsTc  not  bal 
paid  to  the  CorpomJen  for  Tna^  nf 
CH-  them  \  and  the  Ocico|»en  nd  fl 
thereof  are  herebv  vcquifed  to  pvf  M 
accordingly ;   and    in    De&uk  of  W 
thereof  or  any  Part  diereof,  he  titi! 
DMf  Lord  Culpe^er^  atid  his  Tids 
hereby  authorized  and  impowered  tall 
'  and  by  Virtue  of  this  AA  fhall  m\ 
fame,  wherein  no  Eflbin,  IVotefiioDil 
ger  of  Law  fhall  be  allowed,  and  fltflllj 
have  their  Cofts  of  Suit  expended  ho^ 
Thing  to  the  oHitrary  hereof  in  any  lil 
wichftandlng. 


THE 


SURVEY 

FOR    THE 

s 

Eighty-three  Thoufand  ACRES, 

IVcel  of  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres  with- 
in the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  called  Bed^ 
ford  Levels  returned  into  the  Fen  Office 
forted  into  eleven  feveral  Degrees  hy  Edward 
Partbericbey  Samuel  Fortre)\  Richard  Mar-- 
riot  J  yqbn  Mingay  and  Anthony  Hammond^ 
Efquires,  Mark  L^  Pla  and  John  Bridge- 
mariy  Gentlemen,  Perfons  conftituted  and 
appointed  by  an  A(fl  of  this  prefent  ?arlia- 
jpent,  intituled,  j4n  ASl  for  the  taxing  and 
djfejjing  of.  the  Lands  of  the  Adventurers 
within  the  Great  Level  of  the  FenSy  for  fur^ 
veyingyfortingy  dividing  and  rating  the  fame. 

Set  up  in  the  Office  the  tenth  of  OSlober  1668, 
l)y  Order  of  the  ninth  oi  September  laft* 


^ 


The  First  Lot. 

A.    R.P.  S. 

I  T  TAddenham  Common,  A.  i  oo  o  o  5 
•  XJ.  2  Botfham  High  Fen,  {"Mr.  Blake,^    70  o  o  6 

one  hundred  forty  Acres,  iDr.  Dehtoa,  70  o  o  7 

3  Sutton  MeadUnds  next  to  Middlemoor,      J31  006 

4  WeftmooF  North  of  Bedford  River,     A.  400  003 

5  Coveney  Severals,  A.  73  o  o  3 
6.HetgayCommDnby Capt.Skipwith'3Bank,3i8  005 

7  Townmoor,  Arkenftall,  Unley  Severals, -5 

Eaftmoor,  Litde  Shell  and  Thompfon's/ 

Fen  in  Lackingheath,  and  two  Sedgeb>20o  002 

Fens,    and  Coplowc  Fen  in  MUden-\ 

hall,  A.  J      .    . 

8  Whdpmoor,    Lowdlmoor  and    Spains7    _„  * 

Ddph,  A.  h?^  <^  °  ♦ 

9  Stuntney  Common,  32  o  o^ 
10  ScuDtncy  Farm,  22  o  o  4 

II  Stuntney  Smalt  Severals,  12  o  o  4 

12  Part  of  Thomey,  100  003 

13  One  Several  in  Woodwalton,  15  o  o  4 
14.  Grunty  Fen,                                       A.  100  004 

15  Bezeling  in  Doddington,  344  003 

16  Creek  Fen  in  Doddington,  A.  next  to-7 

wards  Mmh,  j-200  o  o  3 

1 7  Stoney  Fen  and  Block  Common,  A.  500  004 
l§  SiMnmerlhamCommon,  A.  next  Croylode,  300  005 
ig  Great  Bradney  Moor,  A.  Several  in  Dod-7    g  2  o  J. 

dington,  J  * 

Z3  Carr.  over  3627  a  o 
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Brought  over, 
20  Severals  in  Doddlngton, 


2 1  Hale  Fen  Common  and  Sedge  Fen,  A.  7 

Several  by  Welney  next  to  Welncy,  A.  j  ' 

iz  Severals  of  Well  and  Webey*  40  od  J 

I  a  Weftmoor  North,  D.  the  fourth  Piece7  1 

from  Welney,                                 ^         ^  Soooi 

14.  Weftmoot-  South,   P.  the    fixth    Piece"!  ■ 

from  Welney,                                       J  fi""*'! 


4000 

00 

450 

1 1 67 

OO) 

J  354 
758 

OO; 

00^ 

70 

00! 

Mward  Partheriche,  Samuel  Fortrey,  Richard  MarrionJ 
John  IMingay,  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  Le  Ps..! 
John  Btridgn^an. 
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The  Second  Lot. 


I  TTA^dcnham  Common,  B.  loo  o  o  5 

XX  2  Sutton  in  North  Fen,  272  00  5 

$  Wflftippre  North,  B.  400  003 

4  Cojtncf  Sclerals,  B.     7  j  o  o  3 

5  Methwold  Common  and Feltwell  North? 

6  Townmopr  in  Lakcingheatb,  &c.  B.  200  o  o  i 

7  Whelpemoor,  &c.  B.  461  004 

8  jLadus  Fen  next  unto  Creek  Fen,  115  o  o  4 


9  Boclham,  C^iii  and  Ditton  Intercommon,*) 

A.  next  Botlham  Lode,  j-ioo  o  o  i 

10  Langwood  Fen  in  Chartreffi^  A.  300  004 

11  Creek  Fen  in  Doddington,  B.  260  o  o  3 

12  Stoney  andBlockfen  Common,  B.  400  004 

13  Somnoerlham  Cpmmon,  B.  300  004 

14  Seyer^ls  in  March,  68  o  p  .4 

15  Ujdwood  Fen  lying  next  towards  Ramfey,    451  o  o  2 

16  Wcftmoor,  M.  the  twelfth  Piece  from7 

Welncy.  }  50  o  o  3 

J 7  Weftmoor  South,  A,  the  twentieth  Piece?     ^ 

fromWelaey,  ]•  50  o  o  2 

'  '      " 

4000  o  o 

700  O  O  I 
501  o  o  » 

783  003 

1644  o  o  4 
372  o  o  5 


Z  4  The 
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The   Third   Lot. 

1  TSleham  Common  125  o  o    2 
X     Neareft  the  River,                            125  o  o    3 

2  Middleditch  Fen  in  Wivelinghano,  77  i  o  1 1 

3  Great;  Shelford  in  Wivdingham,  X2  3  o  1 1 

4  Succon  the  Remiainder  of  North  Fen  and 

the  Middle   next  towards  Chartreflei 

Fens,  and  Six  Acres  twenty-fixPearches^  32  o  o  4 

in  Weft  Fen  adjoining, 

5  Weft  moor  North,  C.  200  o  o  3 
^Weftmoor  South,                                A.  200  002 

7  Ramfty  Severals,  A.    73  o  o  5 

8  Methwold  Common,  &c.  B.  400  001 

9  Townmoor,  &c.  C  200  o-  o  i 
10  Brandon  Commons,  350  00  3 
XI  North  Clouds,  A.  Common  of  Lakingheath,   58  2  o  4 

1 2  Severals  of  Lakingheath,  A.    52  2  o  3 

13  Ladus  Fen,  B.  115  o  o  4 
i4GruntyFen,  B.  100  004 
a  5  Langwood  Fen,  B.  300  o  o  4 

16  Whicemoor  in  Doddington^  A.  the  Par- 7 

eel  of  three  hundred  Acres  diked  out,    j^  0004 

1 7  Stoncy  and  Blockfen  Common,  C.  4^)0  004 

18  Eufimoor,  Well,  Pingle  and  Farmers  Fen  A.  500  003 

19  Conington  Severals,  A.  in  the  greater  Fen,  200  o  o  4 

20  Well  and  Welney  Severals,  79  o  o  5 

21  Weftmoor    North,    N.    the   thirteenth  7 

Piece  from  Welney,  ]-  5^  o  o  3 

22  Weftmobr  South,  S.  the  third  Piece  from?  _ 

Welney,  j-  50  o  o  2r 

,  ,  Acres  4000  o  o 

A. 


[3+5] 


».  .  A.   R.P.S. 

I    ■  O  1  ^°°  O   O    I 

375  o  o  1 

1505  204 
152  o  o  5 

JSdward  Partheriche,  Sstqiuel  Fortrey,  Richard  Maniotr, 
Jcbn  MiDgay,  Anthony  Hammond^  Mark  Le  Pla, 
John  Brifigmin. 

•1  •  f 
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The  Fourth   Lot. 


!fibam  Common, 


A.  U\ 

C  100  0 


XX  s  Barway  Middle  and  Fordey  in? 

I  Hon^  Fm  ID  Clumnfic,  4oddI 

4.  Weftmofir  South,  1^40000; 

5  Ramfey  Severals,  B.    74  0  0 

5  Methwold  Common,  &c.  C.  400  0  0 

7  Towomoor,  &c.  P.  200  0  0 

8  WhelpmooTi  &c.  C.  461  0  d 

9  Sir  Miles  Sandys  imbankcd  Grounds,    B.  115  0 1 

0  Grunty  Fen,  C,  126  0 1 

1  Wendcy  Fen  in  Chartres,  300  0 

2  Whitemoor  in  Doddington,  B.  next  to") 

the  three  hundred  Acres  diked  out,        i^°°  ° 

3  EunmooTi  &c  C.  548  00: 

4  Somerfliam,  C.  300  0  0 1' 

5  Fcltwell  Severals,  D,      80  0  0 1 

6  Caldecott  Severals,  56  0  0 1 

7  Mr.  Tyrrell's  Ground  by  Prieft  Houfes,? 

twenty-four  Acres  and  three  Acres,       j-  2?  o  0 
S  Sevcrakof  Doddington, 
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The  Fifth  Lot, 

Addtabam  Cbtnmon,  D.    78  o  o  5 

2  SQ-eatham  Common,  1 72  2  o  5 

Sufibn  Stech  of  Bedford  River,  next  tol 
^rfte-lfCHk  of  FJaddfnham  ^d  Wcnt->i2o  205 

"jH.  WWlmoot  South,  C  400  00^ 

5  Belty  Mow  Fen,  45  o  o  5 

6  ]^stfDfby  Sevcrals,  D.      8007 

7  WichaiQ  Cpmijion  ten  Acres,  and  Scvc-7      .  . 

rals  A.  four  Acres,  inaU  J  '4  ^  o  5 

t  Ghartrcflfe  Scverals,  500-5 

9  Dereham  Commons,  200  o  o  ^ 

10  Lakeingheath  Townmoor,  &c.  E.  200  o  o  ^ 

11  Whelpmoor,  &c.  D.  661  005 

1 2  Knights  Fen  in  Hockwold  and  Redmore) 

Grounds.  J111002 

13  Throckenholt  by   Clowefcrofe  A.  next7  ^ 

Clowfecrols,  ]-     5  o  o  o 

14  Grunty  Fen,  D.  100  6  o  4 

15  North  wold  Common  A.  next  to  Stoake7     _ 

^       *idge,  ^20QQQ4 

t6  Weftfcn  and  Weftfen  Clofe,     ^  483  o  o  3 

1 7  Whitemoor  C.  next  unto  Wifbich  Fen,      300  005 

1 8  Somerfham  Como^on  D.  300  o  o  4 

19  Middlemoor  in  Ramfey,  A.  400  004 

20  Conington  Severals,  B.     81003^ 

2 1  Severals  of  Well  and  Welney,  16005 

22  Weft  moor  North  G.  the  feventh  Piece") 

from  Welney,  3  ^ 

Carried  over  3950  o  o 
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Brought  over,  3950  o  o 

»3  Wcftmoor  South  R.  the  fotirth  Piece?    -^  ^  ^  ^ 
fromWdney,  S   ^        ^ 


1 1 


4000  o  o 

561  o  0  a 
>2i4  Q  6  3 

800  004 
X41 2  .0  Q 

to  o 
007 


* 

£dwanl  Fiu*tberidie,  Samuel  Fortrcy,  Richarcl  Marnott, 
^  John  Mingay»  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  Le  Fbb 
:  |olijiBriflgman. 


«•     -■    V 
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I 


The 


,^  ,.     The  SixTH 'Lot.  -i 

A.  R.  p.    S. 

1  TSleham  Common,  B.  125  00a 
,  J,     Neareaft  the  River,  125  003 

2  Clattocks  or  Langridge  in  Wiveliagham,   53  o  o  11 

3  Babiffiume  in  Wivelingham,  '      13  3  o  it 

4  Upware  Farm  in  Wicken  5  o  o  11 

5  Lammas  Grounds  in  Wicken  near  Up-7    ,2  i  o 

ware  Farm,  S  ^ 

6  Sutton  MeadlandsnottumotheGrounds?    ,^00    6 

mentioned  in  the  firft  Lot,  S      ^ 

7  Weftmoor  South,  D.  400  00    a' 

8  Me[»U  Severals,  A.    73  o  o    4 

9  Methwold,-&c,  D.  400  00     i 
lo  Townmoor,  &c.  F.  2qo  00    2 
XI  Whclpmoor,  &c.                            £.  461  o  o    2  , 
12  LadusFen,                                    C.  115  004 
S3  Wereham,  Wretion  andStoakeCom-?  3,5  -,  ^ 

oion  next  towards  Stoake,  S  ^^ 

14  Curffe  and  Gore  in  ChartreOe  A.  next? 

Chamcffe,  ^20000    4 

15  Dikeamoor  next  Weftwater,  156  003 

16  Hwfemoor  in  Doddtngton  A.  exchanged  •« 

for    the   like  Quantity  in  Bczctingf 

Fen  by  the  Commiflioners,  lying  next  f  ' 

Rough  Weftmoor  in  Chanreffe,         J 

17  Eufimoor,  8cc.  B.  500  003 
iS  Hale  Fen  and  Sedge  Fen  by  Welney,  B.  200  002 
igSeveralsof  Well  and  Welney,  B.  289  00  5 
«o  Weftmoor  North  C.  the  third  Piece?    ^ 

ftomWchcy.  S    ^°  °  °    3 

Carried  over   3950  o  o 


C  350  J 


Brought  over, 
21  Wcftraoor  SouUi  H.  the  thirteenth 
Piece  from  Welney, 


3950  0  0 


4000  00 

40000 1 
'7P  0 » \ 
J031 0  0  J 

lit  0  0 1 

3>2  I  0  il 
25  0  0  i| 

7>  3«>| 


1  JSleham  Common,  C  tf$,o  o'a 

J.     Nearcft  the  River,  115  o  o  3 

■    a  Wiibcrcon  Commons  and  Severals,  124  009 

3  Rampton  Commons,  1$  o  o  8 

4  Weltmore  South,  £.  400  o  o  ft 

5  Mepail  Severals,  B.    75  o  o  4 

6  Mechwold,  Sec.  E.  400  o  Q  i 

7  Townmoor,  &c,  G.  200  oca 

8  Feltwell  South  Fen  and  Mow  Fen,      A.  161  002 
^.MiUenhall,  Burnt  Fen,  Ely  Shell  and? 

Shippey  A,  300  Acres,  ^150  o  o^ 

NeK  Shippey,  y'$<^  &  »  ^ 

30  Sir-Miles. SjuidviiiabatikcdGcoand,  CI9' 

nextCrouchmoor,  §"50,03 

11  Sir    Henry     Willoughby's    Severals    in?    „j- 

Southery.  Weft  of  the  River  Oufe,      S    7°  o  o  4 

12  Curfie  and  Gore  in  Chartrefle  B.  next?  ^ 

Doddington,  J  200  o  o  4 

1 3  Dikeamoor  in  Doddington,  A.  200  003 

14  i^lemoor  B.  200  Acres,  whereof  exj 

,       changed  82   Acres  for  82  Acres  ia^2oo-oo-3 
Bczeling  by  the  Commiffioners,  S 

15  Hale  Fen  and  Sedge  Fen  by  Welney,  C.5 

next  unto  the  remaining  Fart  of  Sedge>i95  002 
Fen,  > 

16  Eufimoor,  &c.  D.  500  003 

17  Middlemoor  in  Ramfey,  B.  400  003 
li  Sir  Oliver  Cromwell's  Severals  in  Ramo      „ 

fey.  A.S  ^08  o  o  4 

Carried  over  3900  o  o 


A<    K«  r.  0. 

Broi^tover.  3900  o  o 

19  Weftmoor  lldrtbi  K.  the  tenth  Pieces    . 

fromWdncy,  §5000 

20  Weftmoor  South,  O.  the  feventh  Piece?    .  . 

iromWetaey,  S   50-o  o 

4000  o  6 
400  o  a 

till  o  o 

1730  6  ot 

609  o  a 

iS  6  o 

124  o  o 

Edward  Faitheriche,  Samuel  Fortrey,  Richard  Mamoitt 
John  Mingay»  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  Le 
J6lm  Bridgman. 


Tta 


The  Eights  Lot* 

A.   k,  p. 

I  QWaffham  High  Fen,  A.  200  o  o 

.  O  2  Haddenham  Severals  138  Acres, 

Mr.  Fortrey,  7   99  3  32 

Mr.  Readj      J  38  o  8 

3  Sutton  SoiiCh  of  Bedford  River,  '    320  o     [ 

4  Byall  Fen,  A.  400  o  o     i 

5  Mepall  Commons,  53  o  o     i 

6  Sevel-als  df  Mepall,  C.     2200. 

7  Helgay  and  Southrey  Common^         A.  300  o  o 
.  SXakeingheath,  &c.                           H.  :^oo  o  o 

9  Milldenhall,  &c.  B*  300  Acres^  ^150  o  o 

■■      Neareft  the  River,  O50  o  o     . 

1 10  Fehwell  South  Fen  and  Mow  Fen,    B,  261  o  o 

11  Knishts  Fen  and  Redmoor  Grounds,? 

g  ^  115  o  o 

12  Botfham,  Horningfey,  &c.  B.  100  o  o 
1 5  North  wold  Common  by  Stoake  North  >    ^ 

ofWiffey,  ^    29  o  o 

14  Lang\^ood  Fen  in  Chartreflfe,  C.  320  6  o     , 

1 5  Weft  Fen  and  Weft  Fen  Clofe^         B.  525  o  o 
,    16  Middlemoor,                                     C.  400  o  o 

17  Poolings  in  Hockwold,  100  o  0 

18  Sir  John  Wati*s  Grounds  in  London-?  ^ 

ers  Fen,  3  •'•^ 

19  Several  of  Doddington^  42   3  o     . 

20  Hpn  Middle  in  Londoners  Fen*  100  o     . 

21  Weftmoor  North,  O.  the  fourteenth? 

Piece  from  Wclneyj  S    ^ 

■  ■■■■>  ■  ■ » • 

Carried  over,  3950  o  o 
A  a  ^                             Brough 


•         [  35«!  3 

I 

Brought  over,  395001 

zz  Weftmoor  Souh  T.  the  fccood  Piece? 

iromWclney,  I   5°°' 


Edward  Partheficlie,  Samuel  Forrrev,  Richard  Mantfl 
John  Mingay,  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  Le  fi\ 
John  Bridgman. 


[  357  I 


The   Tenth    Lot. 

I    TP^Enver  Fen  North  of  Bedford  River,     256  o  o  8^ 
JL^  2  Severals  of  Denver  by  the  Grounds? 
of  Well,  $400^ 

3  Sir    Henry    WiIloughby*s    Several  in?      ^           ^ 

SoutheryEaftofOufe,  S    7t>  o  o  & 

4.  Lemmas  Grounds  in  Wicken  next  to? 

High  Fen.  ^21005 

5  Nir.Barrow'simbankedGround  in  Wicken,      7003 
.  6  Stacks  in  Wivelingham  fcven  Acres,  7007 

7  Croylc  in  SwafFham  A.  next  to  the  hard? 

Lands,  $  200  o  o  2 

8  Burwcll  Common,  A.  247  o  o  i 

9  Sir  Edwaid  Peyton's  Sedge  Severals  in? 

Wicken,  ^    14  o  o  2 

^  ^  Rowey  in  Somerfham,  1 1  o  o  6 

'  ^   Helgay  and  Southery  Common,  C.  300  003 

^^  Townmoor,  &c.  K.  200  001 

*3  Mildenhall  &c.  D.  300  Acres,  ^  150  o  o  2 

Near  the  River,  S  ^  50  o  o  3 

^4-  Hock  wold  and  Wilton  Common,  B.  222  o  o  i 

^5  Littleport  Severals,  41  o  o  4 

^6  Mr.  Gibbon's  Ground  called  Warners,  A.? 

next  Red  moors,  S      ^           ^ 

^7  Botfliam,  Horningfey,  &c.  C.  100  o  o  i 

^  8  North  wold  Common,  B.  200  o  o  3 

^  9  Normoor  in  Chartreffe  A.  next  to  Honey,  400  004 

^o  Warboys,  &c.  B.  500  003 

^t    (iorfemoor,  D.  287  o  o  3 

^^   Sir  Robert  Bell's  Grounds  in  Londoners  7       >: 

Fen,  ^  136  2  o  5 

«  ■III  ■ 

Aa  3  Carried  over    3644  2  o 


[  3S8  ] 

At  '  R.  P.  S> 

Brought  over,    .  3^44  2  o 

a 3  Sir  Lewis  Trelham's  Ground   in  Lon-> 

doners  Fen,  $    93  4 

514  Mr.  Fincham's  Grounds  in  Londoners  Fen,    1 1  3  o  4 
2^  The  Ground  in  Londoners  Fen  late  Mr.> 

Finchatn's,  §    '3  ^  o  4 V 

^6  Part  of  Sedge  Fen  in  Welney  North  of? 

Bedford  River  Eaftward,  51002 

27  Part  of  Knobballs  in  Welney  North  of? 

Bedford  River,  S      ^  ^  o 

28  Three  Sevcrals  in  Welney  between  Po-?    ^ 

pham*s  Eau  and  new  Dike,  S      5 

29  Several  of  Dodington,  62   i  o 

30  Weftnioor  North  H.   the  eighth  Piece? 

from  Welney,  ^    50  o  o 

H  Wcftpfioor  South  next  Piece  to  Welney,        50  o  o  s 

4000  00^ 


522  0  0 

662  0  0 

I6I8  0  0 

758  0  0 

86  0  0 

I 
2 

3 
4 

5 

1100 

6 

700 

332  0  0 

400 

7 
8 

9 

T  Jic 


C  359  3 


TheELEVENTH  Lot. 

*   XTEatmoor  in  Up  well,  A.  250  o  o  5 

xN    2  Middlcmoor  in  Sutton,  37  o  o  5 

3  Cbxnefts  and  Mr.  Tetherell's  Hamlets  in?      ^ 

Sutton,       .  I      6005 

-4.  Weft  Fen  next  to  Sutton  Mcadlands,  76  o  o  5 

5  Byall  Fen,  C.  400  004 

6  MepaiU  Severals  of  Mr.  Carters  by  Furry  7      ^ 

Fen,  3    10  o  o  4 

y  Cbvcney  Severals,  56  o  o  3 

S  Methwold,  &c.  F.  488  o  o  2 

9  Townmoor,  &c.  L.  200  001 

X  o  Norney  Farm,  79  o  o  3 

^  I  Litdeport  Severals,  B.  203  o  o  4 

^2  Roxam  Common,  94  o  o  g 

^3  Sutton  in  Holland  A.  next  unto  Wride,      115  o  o  5 

^4  Pyemoor  near  Witchford,  152  o  o  4 

X  5  Normoor  in  Chartreffe,  B.  400  004 

26  The  Middle  in  Doddington,  200  004 

X  7  Warboys,  &c.  C.  500  003 

x8  Raveley  Fen  in  Ramfey,  229  o  o  3 

X9  Sir  William  Cockayne's  Ground  in  Lon-7    ^,00 

doners  Fen,  J    7  4 

ao  Part  of  Sedge  Fen  in  Welney  lying  North7 

of  Bedford  River,  ]-  la  o  o  2 

2 1  Feltwell  Severals,  A.  4i  1 6  ^  o  i 

22  Weftmoor  North  A.  next  Piece  to  Welney,    50  o  o  3 
22  Weftmoor  South  S.  fourteenth  Piece  from  1 

Welney.  }  50  o  o  2 

A  a  4  4000  o  o 


C  360  3 


4.fio 
5480 1 
looSo 
1544  cg| 
4840  if 

Edward  Partheriche,  Samuel  Fortrey,  Richard  Mini 
John  Mingqy,  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  US 
JohD  Bridgman. 


The  Twelfth  Lot» 

^  ■  >       .  * 

A.    R.  P.  S. 

WAterbeach  Joift  Fen,    Wicken 
Lammas   Ground  adjoining  to, 
Joift  Fen,  and  the  feveral  Grounds  of^   50  o  o  4 
'    Edwards,  Peytons  and  Daltons, 
;  Sutton  Grounds  South  of  Bedford  River  1 

lying  next  to  the  Grounds  of  Sutton  of  >  109  205 
the  firft  Lor,  3 

3  Part  of  Sutton  Weft  Fen,  B.     10  2  o  5 

4*Croyle  in'Swaffham,  B.  200  002 

5  One  Several  in  Woodwalton,  36006 

6  The  Remainder  of  Sawtrec  Fen  from")      ^ 

the  King's  Part,  ^     t  2  o  i 

7  Severals  of  Chartrcfle,  A.  230  o  o  5 
-  8  Hclgay  and  Southery  Common,  D.  300  003 

9  Townmoor,  &c.  M.  200  o  o  2 

10  Whclpmoor,  &c.  F.  Mr.  Bradborne  next^ 

the  Droveway,  >  "^     004 

The  other,  J522  o  o  2 

i  I  Ladus  Fen,  E.  1 1 5  o  o  4 

1 2  Downham  in  the  Ifle  Common  and  Seve- 

ral 390  Acres, 
Whereof  exchanged   88    Acres  for   88 
Acres  in  Cowe  Fen,     * 

13  EI  me  Common  and  Severals, 

14  Weft  Fen  and  Weft  Fen- Clofe,  D.   Mr. 

Bradborne  and  Pembercon, 

The  others,  ^  3  8  8  o  o  3 

15  Stoney  and  Block  Fen  Common,  D.  400  004 
1-6  Somerlham  Common,  E.  333  o  o  4 
1 7  Langbeach  Several  in  Upwell,  7205 

Carried  over  3900  q  o 


[  362  J 

Brought  over, 
-SWdl^^oor  Nor.h  F.  r«.rh  Piece  lbmr=^ 

'*  "V^l  ^™"'  "^^  "'"">  P'^"^  f«»"(  *',' 

4000  D  J 


[  363  ] 


The  Thirteenth  Lot. 

^  ^^TEatmoor  by  Up  well,  B«  250  o  04 

Jl\    2  Wicken  High  Fen  A.  next 7 

towardks  Wicken,  j  120  o  07 

3  Hale  Fen  near  Coveney,  1 80  o  o  3 

^  B^rwell  Common,  B.  293  o  o  i 
£  Sir  Robert  Heath's  feveral  Grounds  in7 

Soham,  J420  0  02 

6  Lakeingheath  Severals,  94  o  03 

7  Townmoor,  &c.  N.  200  o  01 

8  SouthQoiid  a  Commoner  Lakeingheath,    47  O  03 

9  Mildenhall,  &c.  E.  300  Acres,  7  150  o  02 

Neareft  the  River,  S  1 50  o  03 

xo  Sir  Miles  Sandys  imbanked  Grounds  A.7 

next  Prieft  Houfes,  ]^  7o  o    03 

:ii  Mr.HawknrtCrouchmoornextHalcFcn,  45  d    o  ^ 

12  Wereham,  Wretton  and  StoakeCom-7 

mon  B.  ne«  towards  Dereham,  r°°  °    «* 

13  Stilton  Common,  160  o     04 

14  Weft  Fen  and  Weft  FenQofc,  E.  500  003 

15  Warboys,  &c.  D.  500  003 

16  Upwooid  Fen  adjoining  to  Whittlefey  Way,  405  002 

17  Sir  Oliver  Cromwell's  Severals,  B.    69  o    04 

1 8  Severals  (rf*  Welney,  20  2  10  5 

19  Severals  of  March  and  Doddington,  26  i  30  4 

20  Weftmoor   North  C.    fixtecnth  Piece7    ^ 

from  Welney,  J  5o  o     03 

21  Weftmoor  South  E.    fixteenth  Piece7    ^ 

from  Welney.  J  5o  o    02 

4000  o    o 


[  366  ■] 

The  Fifteenth  Lot. 

A.   ft.  P. 

I  Q  Waff  ham  High  Fen,  B.  200  o  o 

'  O  2  Hempfhall  in  Wivelingham,  53  o  o  1:  o 

3  Sutton  Weft  Fen,  C.  117  o  o  s 

4  Wifbich  Common,  B.  313  o  o  4, 

5  Burwell  Common,  C.  160  o  o  a, 

6  Great  Metlam,  Little  Metlam  and  the7 

Haffe in Soham,  Apoo  o  o  2 

7  Townmoor,  &c.  G.  200  00  t 

8  Mildenhall,  &c.  G.  300  Acres,            ^  150  o  o  2 
Neareft  the  River,                               3  1 50  o  o  3 

9  Thorney  Farm  by  ^tuntney,  47  o  o  4 
to  Quaney  Farm,  12004 
1[  I  Richard  Ward^s  Severals  in  Littleport  by  > 

Prat's  Weare,  S      3  o  o  4 

12  Severals  of  Welney  Chapel  in  Littleport,       100  4 

13  Sutton  in  Holland,  C.    95  o  o  5 

14  Mr.  Gibbons  Ground  in  Southery  lying> 

by  Pricft  Houfcs,  '  ^   ^^    20  o  o  5 

15  Shevens  in  Well  next  to  the  Town  of>  . 

Upwel,  ^100  00  4 

\6  White  Fen  in  Swaffham  next  Botfham?  ^ 

High  Fen,  ^  200  o  o  t 

17  Normpor  inChartrcfle,  D.  410  o  6  4 

1 8  Stoney  Fen  Severals,  B.  300  00  4 

19  Warboys,  &c.  F.  500  00  4 

20  Mcthwold  Severals,  357  Acres,  ?  257  00'^ 

Mr,  Moore,  S  100  o  o  A- 

21  Severals  ofMr.  Strange  in  Londoners  Fen,    12  o  o  4 
2  %  Weft  moor  North  L.  eleventh  Piece  from  ?  ^ 

Welney,  §    50  o  o  3 

Carried  over  3950  o  o 


[36s] 


The  Fourteenth    Lot. 


:ham  Common  D. 

Ncarefl:  the  River, 

;  Common, 

ken  Sedge  Fen, 

Barrow's  Sedge  Severals, 

iham  Common, 

lam  Severals, 

'lode  in  Somerfham, 

;ay  and  Southery  Common, 

enhall,  &c.  F.  325  Acres, 

:ft  (he  River, 

Jpemoor,  &c, 

)n  in  Holland, 

lingfey  High  Fen, 

Dwmoor  in  March, 

>am*s  Horfemoor  imbanked, 

ty  Fen  Several, 

boy  s,  &c. 

ifey  Common  by  Delph  Dike, 

veil  Severals, 

tmoor  North,  S.    the   eighteenths 

:ce  from  Welney,  J    ^ 

tmoor  South,   D.  the  fcventeenth7 

:ce  from  Welney,  J    ^ 


A. 

R.P. 

S. 

.  7  100 
J  100 

0  0 

2 

0  0 

3 

171 

0  0 

II 

300 

0  0 

2 

21 

0  0 

2 

27 

0  0 

2 

B.  56 

0  0 

5 

70 

0  0 

5 

E.  282 

0  0 

3 

7  162 
J  162 

2  0 

2 

2  0 

2 

G.  454 

0  0 

2 

B.  115 

0  0 

5 

100 

0  0 

2 

500 

0  0 

4 

225 

0  0 

3 

A.  300 

0  0 

3 

E.  500 

0  0 

4 

io8 

0  0 

4 

146 

0  0 

I 

4000 

0 

0 

146 

0 

0 

I 

1214 

2 

0 

2 

1119 

2 

0 

3 

iro8 

0 

0 

4 

241 

0 

0 

5 

i/J 

0 

0 

J I 

[   366   ] 

The    FiFTEENTH    LoT. 


B.  JCX3  0 

53  0 

C.  ii;o 
B.  3130 
C  i6o  0 


1  QWaffham  High  Fen, 
O  2  Hcmpfhall  in  Wivelingham, 

3  Sutton  Weft  Fen, 

4  Wifbich  Common, 

5  Burwcll  Common, 

6  GreatMeclam,  Little  Metlam  and  the? 

Haffe  in  Soham,  A  P°°  ° 

7  Townmoor,  &c.  G.  200  0 

8  Mildenhal!,  Src.  G.  300  Acres,  ?  150  0 
Neareft  the  River,                                     5  150  c 

9  Thorncy  Farm  by  Stuntney,  47  0 
Jo  Quancy  Farm,  12  c 
1 1  Richard  Ward's  Severals  in  Lictleport  by? 

Prat's  Weare,  S      3  ^ 

J2  Severals  of  Welney  Chapel  in  Littlcporr,        i  c 

13  Sutton  in  Holland,  C.     95  c 

14  Mr.  Gibbons  Ground  in  Southery  lying? 

by  Prieft  Houfes,  S    ^°  * 

I K  Shevens  in  Well  next  to  the  Town  of > 

Upwel,  1'°°' 

l6  While  Fen  in  Swaffham  next  Boifham 


[  367  ] 

A*     Iv*  J;  •     O* 

jhtover,  3950  o  o 

ftmoor  South  N.  eighth  Piece  from>    ^ 

einey,  ^    50  o  o    z 

4000  o  o 

1998        004 

53  o  o  10 

I  Partheriche,  Samuel  Fortrey,  Richard  Marriott, 
Mingay,  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  Le  Pla, 
i  Bridgman. 


■■I*" 


The 


C  -^f^  3 


pamid  Ai^jche,  Samuel  Vttttf^,  tCiiMU 
'Jokb  Misga;,   AniHon;  IftdiiiiMd,  MaklJ 


/iCoA'^Sti 


1 371  ] 

The  Eighteenth  Lot. 

jTVlEatmoor,  C.  250  o    o  4 

XNI    2  Wicken  High  Fen,  30  o'o  5 

3  Latigmoor  and  Boatfg^ng^  in  Screcham,        1720a 

-4  Suttoft  Weftfcn,  ^    73  ^  o  5 

5  Wilbidi  Commoni  C*  473  004 

6  Sohaiti  Commons  in  Great  Metlam  509  002; 

7  Two  Severals  of  Soham,  9006 

8  Hc^kwold  and  Wilton  Cornmoh,  D.  182  002 

9  fvlitdttihall,  £5?^.  H300.  Acres,  Z^SO  002 

Neareft  the  River,  S  150  o  o.  3 

Xo  Mr, Gibbon's  Grounds,  call  Warners,  R  75  o  o  3 
J[  I  Throckenholt,  B.    40  o  o  6 

X2  Afhwell  Moor  by  Covcney,  the  South-?    ^ 

Weft  Part,  ^m  OQ  3 

^  3  Rotigh  Weftmopr  in  Chartreflc,  A.  300  Q  o  4 

^4  Horfenioor,  C.  200  003 

15  Warboys,  (j?f.  h  500  003 

1 6  Middle  Moor,  V>.  300  003 

17  Great  Btynnamoor  and  Gray's  Fen  next? 

towards  the  River  of  Neane,  J    00  o  o  2 

iSM^rmound,  ^  Several  in  Upwell,  27  i  o  6 

19  Th'ifeveral  Grounds  in  Well  by  News  Cote,  17  3  o  5 

^o  Sclerals  of  Doddington,  ^5  o  o  4 

21  Wcftmocr  North  P.  fifteenth  Piece  from? 

Welney,  S    50  o  o  3 

21  Wcftmocr  South,  F.  fifteenth  Piece  from? 

Wclncy,  S    5000  2 

4000  o  o 

II5I  002 

1546  003 

1088  004 

121    105 

Bb  2       ^  93  3  o  6 


» 
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The  Nineteenth  Lot. 

1  TTTTAtcrbcach  Fen  by  Garden  Tree,   112  o  o  7 

W    2  Q)ttcnham  Common,              240  00  9 

3  Sutton  in  the  Meadlands  next  towards?      o  ^  ^  i: 

•    Wcftfcn,                                         §    18  o  0  5 

^  4  Wifbich  Common,  D.  473  o  0  4 

5  Mildenhall,  &c.  K.  300  Acres,  7  150  o  o  2 

Neareft  the  River,  S  1 50  o  o   3 

6  Whelpmoor,  iSc.  H.  760  002 

•  7  Mr.  Tower's  Crouchmoor  in  Little- 7    ^_  ^  ^   * 
port,  ^   70  o  0  5 

8  Fart  of  Mr.  Hawkin's  Crouchmoor,       10  o  0   2 

9  Throcken  Holt,  C.    35  o  o   6 

lO^Alhwell  Moor  next  to  DownhamWcft^         ^  ^   « 
:       Fen,  ^  152  o  0  ^3 

11  Rough  Weft  moor  in   Chartrcflc,   B.;      g  . 

next  to  Beezling's  Fen,  59004 

12  Oikeamoor,  C.  2co  o  0   3 

13  Warboys,  (Sc.  K.  550  o  0   3 

14  Middlemoor  in  Ramfey,  £.  375  o  0  4 

15  Fcltwell  Severals,  C.  309  o  0   J 

16  Weftmoor  North  I.  ninth  Piece  from 7    ^^  ^  ^  ^ 
.       Wclney.  |  50  o  0  3 

17  Weftmoor  South  Q.  fifth  Piece  from  7    ^     ^  ^  ^ 

Welncy,  ^  j.  50  o  o  e 

I 

4000  o  o 


immatmmam 
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A..  R.  P. 

s. 

309  0  0 
960  0  0 

I 

2 

1182  Q  0 

3 

1144  0  0 

■  4 

53  0  0 

6 

IJ2  0  0 

7 

?40  0  0 

9 

iriheriche,  Samuel  Fortrey,  Richard  Marriott, 
[ingay,  Anthony  Hammond,  Mark  Lc  Pla, 
idgman. 


Bb3  ^  The 
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The  Twentieth  Lot. 


I  ^f^Horney  Kiure  Fen,  3900  oil 

J.    1  Wcltmoor  North  of  Ballbnll 
RiTCTiE  the  Second  Piece  from  Wel-y   500 
«f.  3 

9  Weflmoar  South,  L.  tenth  Piece  from? 
Weliwr,  S  s""! 


393° '  'I 


The  three  thou&nd  Acres  overplus. 


26  TTTOodwalton  Common, 
W    27  Higncy  Grounds, 
28  Part  of  Holme  Fen, 


t  375  1 

^tt  Purfuance  of  an  A6t  of  this  prdent 
Parliament,  intituled,  An  AH  for  the  Taxing 
land  Ajfeffing  of  the  Lands  of  the  Adventureri 
within  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens^  We  whofe 
Names  are  here  fubfcribed^  thereby  conftituted 
and  appointed  (with  others^  Surveyors  and  Va- 
luers ot  eighty-three  thbufand  Actesi  Parcel  of 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres  within  the  faid  Le« 
Vel,  having  firft  taken  the  Oath  prefcribed  by 
^e  faid  Ad  for  the  feithful  Difctlarge  of  the 
Truft  repofed  in  us^  for  the  furveying,  fonihg, 
dividing  and  rating  the  faid  eighty- three  thbu-^ 
land  Acres,  do  make  our  Return  of  this  Sur- 
vey made  by  us,  confiftihg  of  eleveti  feveral  De-> 
^rees  and  Sorts,  into  the  Fen  Office,  to  be 
taxed  and  rated  accordingly ;  viz.  That  the 
£rft  Sort  being  ta)ted  at  four  Pence  per  Acre^ 
she  fecond  Sort  to  be  taxed  at  eight  Pence  per 
Jlcre,  and  fo  ^very  Degree  to  be  gradually 
tated  and  tailed;  whefeby  the  eleventh  Degree 
at  the  laid  Proportion  will  be  three  Shillings 
eight  Pence  updn  fuch  tax  propofed  as  afore- 
iaid,  and  fo  propprtionably  for  any  greater  ot 
kfifef  Sum  that  ihall  be  laid  and  impofed;  And 
td  each  Schedule  (being  in  Number  eleven 
tt^ther  annexed)  have  fubfcribed  cfat  Names 
this  fifteenth  Day  of  Auguji  in  the  twentieth 
iTear  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  Charlet 
the  Second^  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  England^ 
^cotlandy  trance  and  Ireland  King,  Dc^nder 
of  the  Faith,  ^c.  Annoque  Domini  1668. 

Edward  Partheriche^  Satnuel  For  trey  ^  Richard 
Matryotfy  John  Mingayy  Anthony  Ham* 
mondy  Mark  Ia  Pla^  John  Bridgman. 

Bb4  Anno 


,^*- 


r 


Anno  Regni 
A  C   O   B  I     11. 

'  REGIS 

'nglite,  Scoties,  Franciie  &'  Hibemia, 
I  P  R  I  M  O. 

!i.t  the  Parliament  begun  at  Wefimin- 
Jler  the  nineteenth  Day  of  May 
Anno  Dom.  1685,  in  the  firft  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  our  moft  Gracious 
Sovereign  Lord  JAMES,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland  King,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &'c. 


Anno    Regni 

A  C  O  B  I  II.   Regis. 


in  A&  for  repealing  a  Claufe  for 
dividing  of  Commons  in  an 
Aa  ot  Parliament  made  in 
the  fifteenth  Year  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  intituled, 
An  A£l  for  fettling  the  Drain- 
ing of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  called  Bedford  Level. 


■  H  E  R  E  A  S  in  and  by  an  Aft  ««"'■'  'I 
of  Parliament  made  in  the  fif-  'S  ^^-  ^ 


teench  Year  of  ihe  Reign  of  his 
late  Majcny  King  Charles  the 

Second,  of  ever  EiclTeci  Memory,    incituled, 

j^it  yi£l  for  feltlivg  ibe  Draining  of  ihe  Great 

l^vel  of  the  Fens  called  Bedford  Level,  there  is  Claufe  therein 

a  Provifo,  and  it  was  enafted.  That  it  (hould  £'''"8  ^'^ 

and  might  be  lawful  far  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  °I^TJ.\ 

.      °     ,.  .  ,  „  '  ,    ■     it  ■  \  rower  to  in- 

Bodies  Politick  or  Corporacc,  their  Heirs  and  elofeaiiidi.- 
Succeflbrs,  that  were  or  fliould  be  Lords  of  vide  Cora- 
Wanors,  or  have  Right  of  Common  in  the"*™'* 
Com- 
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Commons  and  Waftcs  in  the  faid  Level,  or 
within  any  Town,  Parifh  or  Place  into  whicK 
the  Works  of  Draining  or  any  of  them  did 
extend,  to  improve,  tec  out  and  inclofe,  di- 
vide and  fever,  fiich  Proportion  or  Proporti- 
ons as  to  them  (hould  or  might  feverall^  and 
refpeftively  belong,  or  be  adjudged  and  al- 
fotted  unto  therh  in  Severalty  by  certain  Com* 
miflloners  appointed   in   the  laid  AGt^   and 
as  they  (hould  adjudge  and  determine,  as  by 
fhe  faid  Ciaufe  in  the  (aid  A£t  more  fully 
appears. 
In  PorfuaDce   -   9ntl  whereas  fince  the  palling  of  the  Taid 
tbereof  many  A£t  feveral  Lords  of  Manors,  and  others  who 
}f^J^^^>    had  Right  of  Common  in  the  faid  Commons 
J™.        ^"^  yf^i^^s,  did  divide  and  take  their  iaid 

Shares  or  Proportions  thereof* 

Taking  and       ^[^5  whereas  fuch  taking  and  cutting  of 

SS  mto"^"  the  faid   Commons  and  Waftes  into  foiall 

fmall  Pieces    Pi^^^^s  is  fmce  found  to  be  very  prejudicial 

tend  to  be  ve- to  the  Owners  and  Country,   being  a  great 

ly  prqudicial;  Wade    of  Ground  in   Divifion,   which  arc 

hard  to  be  kept  as  Fences  between  Party  atvi 

Party,   the  Roadways  and  PafTages  throu^ 

fuch  Commons  as  fet  forth  being  very  low,  and 

generally  in  bad  Ground,  not  pafiable  or  well 

to  be  anaended,  whereby  fuch  Divifions  are  o£ 

little  Value. 

oecafions  De-    '  ^tttl  whereas  it  occafions  great  Diminution 

crcafc  of  Stock  of  Stock  and  Decay  of  Houfcs,  many  Perfons 

and  Houfcs.  ^^jij^^g  ^j^^j^  ^^^^^  ^f  Common    from    the 

Houfe  it  belongs  Unto,  to  a  great  Impoverifh- 
ment  and  Increafe  of  the  Poor  5  to  prevent  any 
further  Inconveniencies  thereby.  Be  it  enafted 
by  the  King's  moft  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and*' 

with 
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i  the  Advice  and  AflGbnc  of  the  Lords  Spi- 

)d  and  Temporal,  and  Commons  in  this 

liacnenc  aflembled,  and  by  the  Authority 

the  fame,  That  the  faid  Claufe  in  the  faid  ^t^A  Glaufi 

for  fuch  dividing  and  incloQng^  {hall  be  repealed* 

Ji  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  to  all 

tents  and  Purpofes ;  and  that  no  hiore  Divi- 

08  or  Inclofures  (hall  be  hereafter  made  of 

^e  (aid  Wades  and  Commons  therein  menci- 

ked  purfuant  to  the  faid  AA;  any  Thing 

ierein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftand- 

^  l^JOttfUCll  always,  and  it  is  further  enaded,  indorures  s 
^rhat  all  Inclofures  already  made,  and  certified  ready  made, 
**totQ  the  Petty-bag  Office  purfuant  to  the  faid  ^^^  ^ertifiec 
'  Ad,  rhall  be  hdd  and  enjoyed  by  the  Owners  [J  ^^c "own 
^thereof,  as  fully  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofe»  as  ^^s. 
r  lif  this  A&,  had  not  been  made. 
^     9nll  whereas  feveral  Perfons  and  Townfliips  Agreements 
»  finding  the  Inconveniencies  of  dividing  and  ^or  Stint  of 
i  cutting  aforefaid,  did  come  unto  Agreements  ?^^^^  ^°"^ 
I  and  bound  themfelves  not  to  divide,  but  to  J^sofChai 
Df  feed  and  order  the  laid  Commons  and  Waftes  eery. 
?    by  Way  of  an  equal  Stint  of  Cattle  in  a  like 
i    Proportion,  to  their  great  Advantage  and  Im- 
provement ;  and  thdfe  Agreements  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  Decrees  of  his  Majefty's  High 
Court   of  Chancery. 

T6C  it  therefore  enafted.  That  all  fuch  A.  Hereby 
greements  fo  made  and  confirmed  by  the  De-  ratified. 
crees  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  and  are  hereby  rati- 
fied and  binding  to  all  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons 
who  were  Parties  confenting  to  the  fame,  and 
all  claiming  by,  from  or  under  them,  or  any 
of  them,  and  according  as  in  the  faid  Decrees 
are  expreffcd  and  contained. 

aim 
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Decreet  and  •  SMXt  whatias  divers  Perfons  have  Kad 
fc??^*^**^  crccs  and  Adjodic&tkms  for  Indofures  and  Al- 
^^^^^^^  htmrnttmihin  theftid  Level  alreadjr  madci 
mJkf  iadim  ^  Comnnfffioners  in  the  faid  Ad  appointed 
retamedlMo  pdrfiiaht  to  the  lande  Ad,  have  negleded  to 
the  Pctty-beg  get  the-  laid  Decrees  and  Adjudications  to  be 
tomd  MbK  ^8n«d,  fealed  and  cenificd  into  the  Pctty-bag 
June  24,  C^Hce,  a$  by  the  £ud  Ad  is  direded }  It  is  now 
1686,  to  be  forther  provided  and  enaded.  That  to  m$iif 
V^i  d  the  faid  Decrees  and  Adjudications  already 

made  and  imperfed  as  aforeiaid,  which  fhaB 

be  made  perfed  by  being  figned  and  fealed  by 

the  faid  Cotnniiflioners,  and  certified  into  the 

Tetty-bag  Office  in  fuch  Manner  as  by  ch4 

^   faid  Ad  is  appointed,   befcnre  the  four  Md 

/   twentieth  Day  of  Junij  which  (ball  be  In  thb 

Year  of.  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 

eighty-fix,  ihall  be  good  and  valid  in  I^aw  w 

all  Intents  and  Purpofes  as  if  the  ianne  had 

been  fo  perfeded  at  the  Time  of  making  this 

Ad,  and  all  Inclofures  and  Allotment^  by  Vir-^ 

tue  thereof  (hall  be  enjoyed  by  the  refpedivi^ 

Perfons  interefted  as  if  this  Ad  had  never  beeft 

ptherwife  to  made.   And  all  fuch  of  the  faid  Decrees,  which 

bejull  and     g^^n  ^^^  ^  perfcdcd  by  the  faid  Time  in  Man- 

ner  and  Form  aforefaid,  ihall  be  utterly  void 
and  null  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  whatfoe- 
ver,  and  all  Inclofures  by  Virtue  thereof  Ihall 
be  thrown  open  as  if  fuch  Decrees  or  AcQudi- 
cations  h'^i  never  been  made ;  any  Thing  in 
this  Ad  or  in  any  Law,  Statute  or  Ufage 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftandiog. 


Anno 


11"  II t-r       .  I,         1     I        ^ 

Anno  Regni 

G  E  O  R  G  1 1    II. 

REGIS 

Magna  Britannia  ^  Francia  &  Hiiernia, 

VICESIMOSEPTIMO. 

At  the  Parliament  begun  and  holden 
at  Wefiminfier  the  tenth  Day  of  No- 
vember Anno  Dom.  1747)  in  the 
twenty-firft  Year  of  die  Reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  GEORGE  the 
Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of 
Great  Britainy  France  and  Ireland 
Kiqg,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

And  from  thence  continued  by  feveral  Proro« 
gations  to  the  fifteenth  Day  of  November 
J  753,  being  the  Seventh  Seffion  of  this  pre- 
fent  Parliament. 
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'  Anno  vicefittio  feptimo 

E ORG II  II.  Regis. 


.m     » 


1  Ad:  for  difcharging  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  Governor,  Bai- 
liffs and  Commonalty  of  the 
Company  of  Confervators  of 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
commonly  called  Bedfcrrd  Le- 
vel^ from  a  Debt  due  to  the 
Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of 
Lincoln ;  and  for  enabling  the 
Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the 
North  Levels  Part  of  the  faid 
Great  Level,  to  raif^  Money  to 
difcharge  the  Proportion  of  the 
faid  North  Level  in  the  Debts 
of  the  faid -Corporation ;  and 
for  afcertaining  and  appropri- 
ating the  Taxes  to  be  laid  on 

C  c  the 


V 
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the  faid  IVortb  Level ;  andiJ 
the  more  effe6hjal  drainiiigd 
preferving  the  feid  Nonhi 
vel,  and  divers  Lands  adjaJ 
ing  thereto  in  the  Manor  J 
Crvwland. 


Pmmble, 
citing   Claufe« 
inAai5  Car. 


w 


-V   HEREASbyanAS 
Parliament   made  and  paffef 
the  Efteencb  Year  of  the  Kn 
of  bis  late  Majcfty  King  Ciir 
the  Second,  iniiiuled.    An  A£i  for  feiilii^ 
draining  of  the  Great  I^evel  of  the  Fern  cii 
Bedford  Level,  reciting,    Tbat  Fraatis^ 
and  Law  of    Bedford,  according  to  a  Law  of  Sewers  nufl 
s=w«»  «       Y^m^i  Lynn  m  the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reignof: 
lateMajefty  King  Charles  the  Firft,  had  iindci 
ken  the  draining  of  the  faid  Great  Level  ihcj 
in  mentioned  lo  be  (icuate  within  the  Com-' 
of  Northampton,    Norfolk,    Suffolk^    Linak 
Cambridge  and  HunlingdoHy    and   the  Kec 
Eh\  and  therein  p.iriicularly  bounded  andi 
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m,  with  divers  of  his  Adventurers  and  Parti- 
cipants, had  proceeded  in  the  compleating 
and  finifhing  the  faid  Works;  but  that  the 
fame  could  not  be  preferved  without  conftant 
Care,  great  Charge  and  orderly  Government  5 
it  was  therefore  (amongft  other  Things)  enaft- 
cd.  That  the  faid  William  Earl  of  Bedford^ 
and  the  Adventurers  and  Participants  of  the 
laid  Earl  Francis  and  Earl  William,  or  either 
of  them,  their  Heirs  and  Affigns,  in  fuch 
Manner  as  therein  after  is  contained,  (hould 
be  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate  in  Deed  and 
Name,  and  have  Succeffion  for  ever,  by  the 
Name  of  ^he  Governor^  Bailiffs  and  Common- 
er of  the  Company  of  Confervators  of  the  Great 
Lsvel  of  the  Fens,  with  Power  to  lay  and  levy 
Taxes  upon  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand  Acres 
only,  for  Support,  Maintenance  and  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  faid  Great  Level,  and  do  all 
other  Things  in  order  to  the  Support,  Main- 
tenance and  Prefervation  of  the  faid  Great 
Level  and  Works  made,  and  to  be  made,  in 
fuch  Manner  as  therein  is  mentioned  ;  and 
taking  Notice,  that  by  the  faid  Law  of  Sew- 
ers twelve  thoufand  Acres,  Parcel  of  the  faid 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  were  defigned  and 
intended  to  his  faid  late  Majefty  King  Charles 
the  Firfl:,  and  had  been  fet  forth  and  allotted 
by  Bounds  in  Severalty  ^  and  that  his  faid 
late  Majefty  had  granted  two  thoufand  Acres, 
Part  thereof,  to  Jerome  Earl  of  Portland,  his 
lleirs  and  Affigns ;  and  that  the  faid  Earl  had 
fold  about  one  thoufand  five  hundred  Acres, 
Part  of  the  faid  two  thoufand  Acres,  to  feve- 
,ral  Perfons,  and  had  conveyed  the  remaining 

C  c  z  five 
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five  hundred  Acres  to  Benjamin  JVefton^  E(qj 
on  fcveral  Trufts ;  it  was  thereby  further 
cnadted,  That  the  faid  two  thoufand  Acres^ 
or  fuch  other  Lands  of  equal  Value  as  fhould 
be  fet  forth  in  Exchange  of  the  fame,  (hould 
be  and  were  thereby  vefted,  fettled  and  e(lal> 
Jifhed  in  the  faid  feveral  Perfons,  their  Heirs 
and  Affigns  rcfpedtively,  to  whom  the  faid 
Earl  of  Portland  had  conveyed  the  fame,  to 
be  held  of  the  King's  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and 
Succeffbrs,  of  the  Manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich^ 
by  Fealty  only,  in  free  and  common  Soccagc, 
fubjeft  neverchelefs  with  the  Refidue  of  the 
faid  ninety- five  thoufand  Acres,  in  equal  Pro- 
portion to  all  Taxes  and  Charges  neceffary 
and  conducing  to  the  Prefervation  of  the  faid 
Great  Level  from  drowning-,  and  it  was  there- 
by further  enadled,  that  the,  eighty-three 
thoufand  Acres,  Remainder  of  the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres,  with  the  faid  Ways, 
Paflages,  new  Rivers,  Cuts,  Drains,  Banks 
and  Forelands,  over  and  above  the  faid  ten 
thoufand  Acres,  Refidue  of  the  faid  twelve 
thoufand  Acres  which  were  allotted  in  Several- 
ty, and  of  which  his  faid  late  Majefty  was  in 
Pofleffion,  were  thereby  vefted  and  fettled  in 
the  fUd  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty, 
and  their  Succefibrs,  in  Truft  for  the  faid 
JVilliam  Earl  of  Bedford^  and  the  Adventurers 
and  Participants  of  the  faid  Earl  Francis  and 
Earl  William^  or  either  of  them,  their  Heirs 
and  Alfigns,  in  fuch  Manner  as  is  therein  af- 
ter limited  and  provided,  and  according  to 
fuch  Parts  and  Proportions  as  they  refpeftively 
then  held  and  enjoyed,  or  by  Virtue  of  the 
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(aid  Aft  ought  to  hold  and  enjoy,  fubjeft  and 
liable  likewifc  to  xhc  Payment  of  all  Taxes 
and  Charges  as  aforefaid,  to  be  held  of  the 
King's  Majefty,  his  Heirsand  SuccefiTors,  of 
the  Manor  of  Eajl  Greenwich^  by  Fealcy,  in 
free  and  common  Soccage ;  and  the  laid  ten 
tbouiand  Acres  were  thereby  vetted  in  his  then 
preient  Majefty,  and  his  Afligns,  fubjedl  and 
liable  with  the  Rcfidue  of  the  faid  ninety- five 
thoufand  Acres,  to  the  fame  Taxv^s  and 
Charges  before  fpecified;  and  it  is  thereby 
further  enafted.  That  the  faid  Governor, 
Bailififs  and  Confervators  of  the  faid  Corpo- 
ration for  the  Time  being,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  them,  whereof  the  faid  Governor  or 
Bailiffs,  or  their  SuccefTors,  or  any  of  them, 
to  be  two,  for  Maintenance  and  Prefervation 
of  the  faid  Great  Level,  by  convenient  Out- 
fells  to  the  Sea,  fhould  tor  ever  thereafter  be 
and  were  thereby  made  and  conftituted  Com- 
miflioners  of  Sewers  for  and  of  the  faid  Great 
Level  of  the  Fens;  and  the  faid  Governor, 
Bailiffs  and  Confervators,  or  any  five  or  more 
of  them,  whereof  the  faid  Governor  or  Bai- 
liffs, and  their  Succeflbrs,  or  any  of  ihcm,  to 
be  two,  are  thereby  enabled  and  impowered 
from  thenceforth,  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  Power 
and  Authority  of  Commiflloners  of  Sewers 
within  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  and 
of  the  Works  made  and  to  be  made  wiihout 
the  faid  Great  Level,  tor  conveying  the  Wa- 
ters of  the  faid  Great  Level  by  convenient 
Outfalls  to  the  Sea,  in  fuch  M.nncr  and  with 
fuch  other  Powers,  JurifJidioDS  and  Autho- 
rities as  are  therein  mentioned  and  contained  : 
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liidaoCar.  2.  And  whereas  by  another  A£i;  of  Parliament 
made  and  paffed  in  the  twentieth  Year  of  his 
faid  late  Majefty  King  CbarUs  the  Second,  in- 
titlued,  /In  AH  for  the  taxing  and  ajfeffing  of  tbi 
Lands  of  the  Adventurers  witkin  the  Great  Z>- 
Z'el  of  the  Fens,  after  reciting  in  part  the  laft 
recited  Aft,  and  that  the  Way  therein  menti- 
oned of  raifing  Draining  Taxes  upon  the  faid 
ninety- five  thoufand  Acres  by  an  equal  Acre- 
Rate  had  been  found  inconvenient,  it  was 
enafted.  That  all  Taxes  thereafter  to  be  ice 
and  impofed  for  the  Maintenance  and  Pl^cr- 
vation  of  tlie  faid  Great  Level,  (hould  be  from 
Time  to  1  ime  afieffed  and  taxed  by  the  (aid 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confervators,  or  their 
Succeffors,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 
whereof  the  faid  Governor  and  Bailiffs  for  the 
Time  being,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  two,  up- 
on the  faid  eighty -three  thoufand  Acres,  Part 
and  Parcel  of  the  faid  ninety-five  thoufand 
Acres,  by  a  gradual  Acre-tax  of  different 
Sorts  and  Values  of  Lands,  to  be  received, 
paid  and  levied  by  fuch  Ways  and  Means  as  itt 
the  faid  recited  Ad  are  provided ;  and  that 
the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres,  for 
raifing  Taxes  for  Support  and  Maintenance  of 
the  Great  Level,  fhould  not  be  rated  or  af- 
feffed  otherwife  or  in  any  other  Manner  than 
according  to  a  gradual  Acre-tax  of  different 
Sorts  and  Degrees,  and  according  to  the  rc- 
fpeftive  Values  and  Rates  thereby  fet  and 
rated,  and  to  be  fet  and  rated,  as  is  thereia 
after  appointed :  And  it  was  thereby  further 
enabled.  That  when  and  fo  often  as  the  Sum 
of  fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ten  Pounds 
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feven  Shillings  and  one  Peny  Halfpeny  (hould 
be  taxed  and  ajScfTcd  upon  the  faid  ninety- Bve 
thoirfand  Acres,  that  then  the  faid  twelve 
thoufand  Acres  (hould  be  rated  and  afTefled  ac 
fifteen  Pence  the  Acre,  and  according  to  that 
Proportion  for  the  raifing  of  any  greater  or 
lefler  Sum  than  fix  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
leo  Pounds  feven  Shillings  and  one  Peny  Half- 
peny, to  be  received,  paid  and  levied,  toge- 
ther with  Penalties,  in  fuch  and  the  like  Man- 
ner as  the  Taxes  fee  and  impofcd,  or  to  be  fee 
apd  impoied,  upon  the  faid  eighty-three  thou- 
fand Acres,  are  thereby  provided  for  o  be  re- 
eved, paid  and  levied :  And  to  the  End  that 
the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand  Acres  might  be 
more  equally  rated  by  a  gradual  Acre -tax,  not 
under  the  Number  of  feven  Sorts,  it  was 
thereby  further  enadted.  That  certain  Perfons 
in  the  lame  Aft  named,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  were  thereby  conftituted  and  appointed 
to  be  Surveyors  and  Valuers  of  the  faid  eighty- 
three  thoufand  Acres,  and  were,  within  the 
Time  therein  limited,  to  digeft  the  faid  eighty- 
three  thoufand  Acres  into  fuch  Number  of 
Sorts  or  Degrees  of  Land,  not  under  the 
Number  of  feven  Sorts  and  Degrees,  and  to 
rate  and  tax  fuch  Degrees,  and  digcfl:  the  fame 
into  Schedules  in  Writing,  and  make  Re: urns 
thereof,  upon  their  Oaths,  into  the  Fen  Office, 
in  fuch  Manner  as  in  and  by  the  !aid  Ad  is 
mentioned  and  direfted:  And  whereas  the  fe- 
deral Perfons,  by  the  faid  lad  recited  Ad  ap- 
pointed to  be  Surveyors  or  Valuers,  valued  and 
fct  out  the  faid  eighy- three  thoufand  Acres, 
according  to  the  Diredions  thereby  given, 
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Into  eleven  different  Sorts  or  Degrees  or  I^and, 
to  be  rated  and  taxed  in  manner  following^ 
that  is  to  fay,  for  a  Angle  Tax,  four  Pence 
'  per  Acre  on  the  firft  Sort  of  Land;  eight 
Pence  per  Acre  on  the  fecond  Sort ;  and  fo  in- 
creafing  four  Pence  upon  every  Sort,  the  ele- 
venth Sort  to  be  taxed  at  three  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence ;    and  all  greater  or  lefs  Sums 
which  the  faid  Corporation  fhould  have  occa* 
fion  lo  raife,  were  to  be  rated  and  afieOed  in 
the  like  Proportions;  which  Valuations  of  the 
faid  Surveyors  were  returned  by  them  into  the 
''Fen  Office,  as  by  the  faid  laft  mentioned  Ad 
wasdiredted  ;  and  the  faid  eighty-three  thou* 
fand  Acres  have  always  fince  been  taxed  ac- 
cording to  the  Degrees  and  Proportions  there- 
by fet  our  and  allotted,  calling  a  Tax  of  four 
Pence  on  rhe  firft  Sort  of  Land,  and  increafing 
on  the  ten  other  Sorts  in  manner  aforefaid,  a 
fingle  Tax ;  five  Pence  a  Tax  and  Quarter  ^ 
fix  Pence  a  Tax  and  half;  feven  Pence  a  Tax 
and  three  Q^iarters  ;  and  eight  Pence  a  double 
Court  of  Cor-  Tax :  And  whereas  at  a  Court  of  the  faid  Cor- 
poration  held  poration,  held  the  tenth  Day  of  March  one 
lo  March       thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  the  faid 
*  ^^'  Corporation  declared  that  the  faid  Great  Level 

fhould  be  diftingnifhed  by  the  feveral  Names 
of  the  North  Levels  Middle  Level  and  South 
Leveh,  and  that  all  that  Part  of  the  faid 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres,  which  lay  between 
the  North  Side  of  Moretorfs  Leame  and  the 
South  Side  of  Wtlland  River^  Ihould  be  ac- 
counted that  Part  of-  the  ninety-five  thoufand 
Acres  lying  within  the  North  Level :  And 
Wfhertrus   the   faid  Corporation,    in    order  to 
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lupport  and  prefcrvc  the  fcveral  Works  for 
draining  the  faid  Great  Level,  if<fi-e  obliged 
to  borrow  feveral  Sums  of  Money  on  Bonds 
under  their  common  Seal,  and  by  that  Means, 
zt  Ladf'day  one  thouland  feven  hundred  and  I^l^t  of  Cor- 
twcnty-eighr,  had  con  traded  Debts,  amount- ^^^  ^ 
ing  in  the  whole  to  thfe  principal  Sum  of  le-  g'^  *^ 
venteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds; 
and  fome  new  Works  being  ncceffary  for  bet- 
ter draining  the  faid  North  Level,  Part  of  the 
laid  Great  Level,  by  Indenture  bearing  Date 
the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  Afoy  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  and  made  or 
mentioned  to  be  made  between  the  Governor, 
Bailifi^  and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of 
Confervators  of  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  of  the  one  Part,  and  the  mod  Noble 
William  Duke  of  Devonjhire^  Guardian  of  the 
rooft  Noble  Wriothejley  then  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
a  Minor,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
then  Earl  of  Uncoln  of  the  other  Part  i  after 
reciting  the  faid  Aft  of  the  fifteenth  Year  of 
his  lare  Majefty  King  Charles  the  Second,  and 
that  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  was  then 
diftinguiftied  by  the  feveral  Names  of  the 
North  Level,  the  Middle  Level  and  the  South 
Level,  and  that  fuch  Part  of  the  faid  Great 
Level,  as  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  Name  of 
the  North  Level,  did  contain  about  forty 
thoufand  Acres  of  Land,  of  which  there  were 
about  eleven  thoufand  fix  hundred  Acres  of 
Land  fubjeft  to  the  faid  Taxes,  and  that  the 
faid  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Uncoln  were 
Owners  and  Proprietors  of  great  Part  thereof; 
and  further  reciting^  that  the  faid  Duke  of 
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Devon/hire  as  Guardian  of  the  iaid  Duke  of 
Bedford^  ah4  the  faid  Earl  of  Uncoil,  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  refpcAive  Eftatds  of  the » 
faid  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Uncoin  in. 
the  faid  North  Level,  did  in  the  then  h!^ 
Summer  actually  lay  out  and  expend  the  Sum 
of  three  thoufand  four  hundred  Pounds  the 
Monies  of  the  faid  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl- 
of  Lincoln  in  Proportion  to  their  faid  refpcc- 
tive  Eftates.  in  regaining  and  ke€;ping  open  the  . 
Outfall  for  the  Waters  of  the  faid  North  Lc- 
vel  to  Sea,  and  in  doing  feveral  other  neceffary 
and  material  Works,  which  had  tended  greatly 
towards  the  Draining  and  Prefervation  of  all 
the  Eftates  in  the  faid  North  Level ;  but  by 
reafon  of  the  many  and  frequent  Floods  wbic^ 
had  of  late  Years  haj^ened,  and  the  InfufBci" 
ency  of  the  Banks  and  Works  of  the  iaid 
North  Level  to  refift  the  fame,  and  particu- 
larly by  reafon  of  the  Weaknefs  and  Lownefs 
of  the  Bank  on  the  North  Side  of  Moreton*s 
Learn  Wafli  next  the  faid  North  Level,  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Lands  within  the  faid 
Level  had  then  lately  been  and  were  fubjed 
CO  be  drowned,  fo  that  little  or  no  Profit  could 
be  made  thereof,  nor  could  the  faid  North 
Level  be  efFeftually  drained  or  fecured  for 
the  future,  unlefs  the  faid  North  Bank  was  to 
be  enlarged  and  ftrengthcned  •,  and  therefore 
the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty 
had  refolved  to  make  a  Canal  in  the  faid  Waih, 
and  other  Works  there,  for  flrengthening  and 
enlarging  the  faid  North  Bank,  the  Charge  of 
all  which  would  amount  at  lead:  to  (ix  thoU'* 
fand  (ix  hundred  Pounds  s  and  further,  reci- 
ting, 
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ting,  that  the  faid  Duke  of  Bevot^in^  on 
the  faid  Duke  of  Bedford^  Behalf  and  with 
his  Confenr,  and  the  faid  Earl  of  Lincoln^  at 
the  Requeft  of  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and 
Gonnmonalty,  had  agreed  to  advance  the  faid 
fix  thoufand  fix  hundredPounds  for  the  Purpofes 
afcurefaid,  in  Proportion  to  their  faid  refpec- 
tivc  Eftates  in  the  faid  North  Level,  and  that 
the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty 
had  agreed  that  the  Taxes,  Revenues  and 
Rents  annually  laid  and  arifing  upon  and  out 
of  the  Lands  in  the  faid  North  I,evel  only, 
flx>uld  be  made  a  Security  for  Repayment  as 
well  of  the  faid  three  thoufand  four  hundred 
Founds  then  already  laid  out,  as  for  the  faid  fix 
&oufand  fix  hundred  Pounds  to  be  laid  out, 
and  Interefk  at  the  Rate  of  four  Pounds  per 
Centum  per  Annum^  and  were  defirous  and  had 
propofed  that  the  &id  Duke  of  Bevonjhire  and 
Eaid  of  Lincoln  fhould  have  not  only  the  Di- 
rection and  Difpofal  of  the  faid  fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  Pounds  in  making  the  faid  Canal 
and  other  new  Works,  but  alfo  that  the  faid 
Duke  of  Devonjbire  and  Earl  of  Lincoln^  du- 
ring the  Minority  of  the  faid  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
and  afterwards  the  faid  Duke  of  Bedford  and 
Earl  of  Uncokj  their  refpeftive  Heirs  and 
Affigns,  (hould  have  the  Diredtion,  Difpofal 
and  Management  of  the  &id  Taxes,  Revenues 
and  Rents  of  the  laid  North  Level  to  be  by 
them  employed  and  difpofed  in  and  about  the 
repairing  and  maintaining  the  Works  of  the 
&id  North  Level,  and  making  and  fupporcing 
fuch  other  Works  as  fhould  be  neceflary  or 
conducing  to  the  effe£haal  draining,  fecuring 
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and  prefcrving  of  the  faid  NortK  Level,  and  for 
and  towards  che  Payment  of  the  faid  principal 
Sums  of  three  thoufand  four  hundred  Pounds 
iuid  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds  with  In- 
tereft  as  aforefaid,  until  the  faid  principal  Sums 
of  three  thouland  four  hundred  Pounds  and 
fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds  and  Intereft 
fliould  be  fully  paid  and  fatisfied ;  it  is  wit- 
nefled,  that  in  Confideracion  of  the  Premiflcs, 
and  for  fecuring  the  Repayment  of  the  faid 
feveral  Sums  of  three  thoufand  four  hundred 
Founds  and  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds 
and  Interefl:  as  aforefaid,  and  for  the  better 
enabling  the  faid  Dukes  of  Devonlhire  and 
Bedford  and  the  faid  Earl  of  Lincoln  to  com- 
pleat  their  good  Defigns  of  effedtually  drain* 
ing,  fecuring  and  preferving  the  faid  North 
Level,  by  making  the  faid  Canal  and  other 
Works,  which  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiflfe  and 
Commonalty  were  fenfible  would  be  of  great 
Benefit  and  Advantage  to  all  the  Eftates  in 
the  fame  Level,  they  the  faid  Governor,  Bai- 
liffs and  Commonalty,  for  themfclves  and 
their  Succeffors,  did  covenant  and  agree  to 
and  with  the  faid  Dukes  of  Devonfhire  and 
Bedford  and  the  faid  Earl  of  Lincoln  refpeftive^ 
ly,  and  their  rcfpedtive  Heirs  and  Afligns, 
that  it  (hould  and  might  be  lawful  ro  and  for 
the  faid  Duke  of  Devon/hire  and  Earl  of  Lin- 
coln^ their  Agents  or  Servants  duly  authorized, 
during  the  Minority  of  the  faid  Duke  of  Bed- 
ford^  and  after  the  faid  Duke  of  Bedford  (hould 
have  attained  his  Age  of  twenty-one  Years, 
and  (hould  have  confirmed  that  Agreement, 
for  the  faid  Duke  of  Bedford  znd  Earl  of 
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Lincoln,  iheir  refpedive  Heirs  and  AffignSi 
their  Agents  or  Servants  duly  authorized, 
without  the  Interruption  or  Denial  of  the  faid 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty,  or  their 
Succeflfors,  to  a(k  for  and  demand,  have,  re-* 
ccive  and  take  of  and  from  the  Receiver  Ge- 
neral for  the  Time  being  of  the  faid  G)rpora- 
tion  yearly,  and  every  Year,  as  the  fame  fhould 
become  due,  and  be  paid  to  the  faid  Receiver 
General,  fo  much  and  fuch  Part  of  the  faid 
Taxes  to  be  annually  laid  on  the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres,  as  fhould  be  the  Share 
and  Proportion  of  the  Lands  within  the  faid 
North  Level  liable  thereto,  together  with  all 
other  the  Rents  and  Revenues  whatfoever 
of  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty 
in  the  laid  North  Level,  including  the  Share 
and  Proportion  of  the  Taxes  laid  upon  the 
Lands  within  the  faid  North  Level  for  that 
prefent  Year,  and  the  faid  Rents  and  Reve- 
nues due  and  payable  for  the  fame  Time : 
And  it  was  thereby  declared  and  agreed,  that 
the  yearly  Sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  pay- 
aWe  by  the  Heirs  or  Afllgns  of  Sir  Charles 
Orby  deceafed,  to  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs 
and  Commonalty,  and  their  SuccclTors,  fhould 
be  efteemed  and  taken  as  Part  of  the  faid  Re- 
venue arifing  within  the  faid  North  Level  -,  and 
the  faid  GoverRor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty 
did  thereby  authorize,  impower  and  require 
the  faid  Receiver  General  for  the  Time  being 
to  pay  yearly,  and  every  Year,  as  the  fame 
fhould  become  due  and  be  paid  to  him,  all  the 
faid  Taxes,  Rents  and  Revenues  of  the  faid 
North  Level,  ua:o  the  faid  Dukes  of  Devour 
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Jbire  and  Bedford  and  Earl  of  lAncdh  rtfpec^ 
tively,  their  refpedtive  Heirs  and  Affigns,  ot 
their  Servants  or  Agents^  without  any  further 
or  other  Warrant  to  be  had  frotn  the  laid  Go* 
vemor.  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  for  that  Par* 
pofe :  Provided,  That  the  faid  Receiver  Ge* 
neral  for  the  Time  being  (hould  retain  and 
keep  io  mnch  of  the  faid  Taxes,  Rents  and 
Revenues  of  the  faid  North  Level,  as  flxxjld 
be  iufficient  to  fatisfy  arid  difcharge  the  yearly 
Intereft  of  the  principal  Sum  of  two  thoofand 
Pounds,- thentof ore  taken  up  upon  the  common 
Sea)  of  the  faid  Corporation  for  the  Service  cf 
the  faid  Level,  until  the  principal  Sum  of  two 
thoufand  Pounds  (hould  be  paid  off  and  dif« 
charged:  And  it  was  thereby  declared  and 
agreed.  That  the  faid  Taxes,  Rents  and  Re- 
venues,  fo  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  Dukes  of  De^ 
von/bire  and  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln  re-* 
fpedively,  their  Heirs  or  Afligns,  fhould  be 
retained,  imploycd,  applied  and  difpofed  ofy 
in  the  firft  Place,  for  repairing  and  maintain- 
ing all  the  Works  of  the  faid  North  Level, 
and  making  and  fupporting  fuch  other  Works 
as  fhould  be  neceffary  or  conducing  to  the  ef- 
feftual  Draining  and  Prefervation  of  the  fame 
Level,  and  then  for  paying  and  fatisfying  to 
the  faid  Dukes  of  Devonfhire  and  Bedford  and 
Earl  of  Lincoln^  their  refpeftive  Executors, 
Adminiftrators  and  Affigns,  according  to  theit 
refpcftive  Proportions  and  Shares,  Intereft 
after  the  Rate  of  four  Pounds  per  Centum  per 
Annuniy  for  the  faid  fcveral  Sums  of  three' 
ihoufand  four  hundred  Pounds  and  fix  thoufand 
fi^  hundred  Pounds,  and  then  to  take,  retain 
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mnd  keep  the  Surplus  Money  for  and  towards 
paying  off  and  (inking  the  (aid  Sums  of  three 
tboufand  four  hundred  Pounds  and  fix  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  Pounds,  in  fuch  Proportions 
and  by  fuch  Payments  as  (hould  be  reafonable 
and  convenient,  until  the  fame  (hould  be  fully 
paid  off  and  facisfied.  And  whereas  the  (aid 
Duke  of  Bedford^  or  the  faid  Duke  of  Devon^ 
fi^re  as  his  Guardian,  and  the  (aid  Earl  of 
tincaln  laid  out  and  expended  the  faid  Sum 
of  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds,  in  Purfu- 
aAce  of  the  faid  Agreement,  in  the  Works 
therein  mentioned,  and  by  Virtue  of  and  un- 
der the  faid  Agreement,  the  faid  Duke  of  Bed^ 
ford  and  Earl  of  Lincoln^  and  their  Rcprefen- 
tives,  have  ever  fince  continued  in  the  Re- 
ceipt  of  the  Taxes,  Rents  and  Revenues  of 
the  faid  North  Level,  but  have  been  obliged 
to  af^ly  the  greateft  Part  thereof  for  and  to- 
wards the  feveral  Works  for  draining  and  pre- 
ierving  the  faid  North  Level ;  fo  that  at  Lady^ 
d^  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-three 
the  Sum  of  eighteen  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  thirteen  Pounds,  eleven  Shillings  and  nine 
Pence  was  due  for  Principal  and  Interefl: 
of  the  faid  feveral  Sums  of  three  thoufand  four 
kyuindred  Pounds  and  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred 
Pounds,  five  fixth  Parts  whereof  is  due  and 
ctwing  to  the  molt  Noble  John  now  Duke  of 
Bidfirdy  as  Executor  of  the  laft  Will  of  the 
i^d  JVriotbeJley  late  Duke  of  Bedford ;  and  the 
remaining  (ixth  Pare  thereof  is  due  and  owing 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Henry  Earl  of  Un- 
c$ln  as  Adminiftrator  of  the  (aid  Henry  late 
'EmIqS  Lincoln:  And  whereas  the  Sum  of  two 
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thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  Pgrt 
of  the  Debt  owing  by  the  faid  Corporation  at 
Lady-day  one  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  was  due  and  owing  to  the  faid 
PTriotbefley  late  Duke  of  Bedford j  who  after- 
wards in  and  by  his  laft  Will  and  Teftament 
forgave  and  difchargcd  the  fame.  Which  re- 
duced the  Debt  contrafted  by  the  faid  Corpo- 
ration before  the  faid  Year  one  thoufand  feVen 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  to  fourteen  thoufand 
three  hundred  Pounds  i  and  whereas  ever  fined 
the  making  and  executing  the  faid  recited 
Agreement,  the  faid  Dukes  of  Bedford  and 
Earl  of  Lincdln  have  fupported  and  maintained 
the  Works,  Banks  and  Drains  of  the  faid 
North  Level,  and  the  faid  Corporation  have 
fiot  been  at  any  Charge  or  Expence  in  or  abouC 
the  fame,  but  the  faid  Corporation  have  fiofti 
the  faid  Year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  borrowed  feveral  large  Sums  of 
Money  on  Bonds,  under  their  common  Seal,  to 
the  amount  in  the  whole  of  fifteen  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  all  which  has 
been  by  them  laid  out  and  expended  in  and 
about  the  faid  Middle  and  South  Levels,  afid 
for  fupporting  and  preferving  the  BankSj 
Drains  and  Works  thereof ;  fo  that  the  faid 
Corporarion  is  now  indebted  in  the  feveral 
Sums  of  Money  following,  that  is  to  fay.  In 
the  faid  Sum  o\  fourreen  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred Pounds,  contradled  before  the  faid  Year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenry-eight< 
for  or  on  Account  of  the  whole  of  the  faid 
Great  Level;  the  faid  Sum  of  eighteen  thou* 
fand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  Pounds,  eleven 
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(billings  and  nine  Pence,  contraded  iince  thd 
fiiid  Year  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and 
.  twcrity-tight  for  or  qn  Account  of  and  par- 
tidit^ly  chargled  upon  the  (aid  North  Level  5 
and  the  fiid  Sum  of  fifteen  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred arid  forty  Pounds  contrafted  fince  the  faid 
Year' one  'thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  for  or  on  Account  of  the  faid  Middle 
and  South  Levels,  amounting  together  to 
fony-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  nine  Pence : 
And  whereas  it  has  been  found  by  Experience 
that  the  Taxes,  Revenues  and  Rents  arifing 
and'  payable  to  the  faid  Corporation  out  of 
the  (aid  North  Level  are  not  near  fufficient  to 
pay  off  and  difcharge  the  faid  Debt  particu- 
larly "thargcd  thereon,  and  to  defray  the 
Charges  and  Expences  of  maintaining,  fup- 
'porting  arid  keeping  in  Repair  the  feveral 
Works 'for  draining  thereof;  and  notwith- 
ftandirig  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Revenues  of 
thelaid  North  Level  have  ever  fince  the  faid 
Yeff  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  been  laid  out  in  and  about  the  fame,  the 
ieven&l'' Banks,  Rivers,  Sewers  iand  Works  of 
the  (aihe  Level  are  become  (b  greatly  decayed 
and  ruindus  that  great  Part  of  the  Lands  in 
the  (ame  Level  have  lately  been  very  frequently 
flooded,  and  unlefs  fome  immediate  Remedy 
}k  applied  will  become  intirely  drowned  and 
•of  little  or  no  Value :  And  whereas  the  Lands 
•called  Portfandj  otherwife  Greal  Porfand^  Par- 
cel of  the  Demefnes  belonging  to  and  lying 
within  the  Manor  of  Crowland  in  South  Hoi- 
iand  in  the  County  of  Lincoln^  herein  after 
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prticularly  bounded  and  de(aibc«l,  are  fid> 
jedt  alfo  to  be  frequendy  flooded,  and  cannot 
be  eflfedually  drained  and  prefervtd  without  a 
large  Expence;  and  whereas  the  &id  Laodi 
called  Porifand^  otberwiie  Great  Porjlmd^  ad- 
join to  the  iaid  North  Level  on  the  North 
Part  thereof  and.  lie  convenient  fo  he  diain- 
ed  therewith,  and  it  will  be  for  the  mu- 
tual Benefit  and  Advantage  of  the  Proprietoo 
or  Owners  thereof,  and  of  the  ArojprJetors  or 
Owners  of  the  Lands  within  the  laid  North 
Level  to  join  in  one  conxoion  Drains^e^  and  to 
order  thereto  the  Proprietors  ^r  ^Owiien  of 
the  (aid  Manor  of  Crowlani  and  Lands  <2iUed 
Portjand^  otherwiie  Great  P9rjand^  and   the 
Proprietors  or  Owners  of  the  igreated  But  of 
.the  Lands  within  the  laid  North  I>vel,  ^aie 
willing  and  defirous  that  4i  iijfficieot  Sum  vi 
Money  for  the  -ef&dualdrainii^  of  all  ^he  iaid 
Lands  fhall  be  railed  by  a  Tax  upon  ail  die 
faid  Lands,  to  bp  ordered,  governed  and  di(- 
pofedof  in  fuch  manner  as  hesein  after  is  men- 
tioned, provided  that  the  iaid  NoitbX^iKcllie 
difcharged  from  the  Debts  of  the  faid  Corpo- 
ration, and  that  all  the  ^Taxes,  Rents  and  Re- 
venues, which  fhall  hereafter  atiie  and  beconie 
payable  to  the  faid  Corporation  out  of  the  laid 
North  Level,  be  applied  under  the  Dire^Hon  oi 
the  faid  Corporation  for  the  Benefit  of  the  (aid 
North  Level  only,  in  fuch  manner  as  -herein 
after  is  mentioned :  And  whereas  the  TaaeeSi 
Rents  and  Revenues,  arifingand  payable  to  the 
faid  Corporation  out  of  the  laid  North  Level, 
are  about  one  eighth  Part  of  the  Taxes,  Rents 
and  Revenues  arifing  and  payable  to  the  fiud 

Cor. 


[  4^3  ] 

Corporation  out  of  the  whole  of  the  faid 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  and  therefore  the 
faid  North  Level  is  fubjeft  and  liable  to  raife 
anH  pay  one  eighth  Part  of  the  faid  Debt  of 
fourceenjthoufand  three  hundred  Pounds,  which 
was  contrafted  by  the  faid  Corporation  before 
the  (aid  Year  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and 
twenty^eight,  on  Account  of  the  whole  of 
the  faid  Great  Level  of  the  Fens;  and  in  order 
to  raife  Money  to  pay  off  and  difcharge  the 
fame,  it  has  beert  propofed  that  fo  much  of 
the  Taxes  charged  on  the  Corporation  Lands 
within  the  faid  North  Level,  by  Virtue  of  or 
under  the  faid  recited  Adt  of  the  fifteenth  of 
King  Charles  the  Second,  fhall  be  fold  in  fuch 
manner  as  herein  after  is  mentioned,  as  Ihall 
raife  a  fufficient  Sum  of  Money  for  that  Pur- 
pofe:  And  whereas  the  faid  John  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln^  being  defi- 
rous  to  promote  fo  good  and  beneficial  an 
Undertaking,  have  confented  and  are  willing 
to  exonerate  and  difcharge  the  faid  Corporation 
of  and  fi-om  the  faid  Debt  of  eighteen  thou* 
iand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  Pounds  eleven 
Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  and  to  yield  up  and 
fijrrender  all  the  Taxes,  Rents  and  Revenues 
of  the  faid  North  Level  which  they  are  inti- 
tled  to  receive  by  Virtue  of  and  under  the  faid 
recited  Agreement,  and  to  releafe  and  dif- 
charge all  their  Right,  Title  and  Intereft  in 
and  to  the  fame,  on  Condition  that  the  Taxes, 
Rents  and  Revenues  of  the  faid  Middle  and 
South  Levels,  be  for  the  future  only  chargeable 
with  the  Refidue  of  the  faid  Debt  of  fourteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  Pounds  contra Aed  be- 

Dd  2  fore 


[  404  ] 

Fore  the  faid  Year  one  thoufand  feven    hun- 
dred and  twenty-eighr,  and  with  the  faid  Debc 
of  fifteen  thoufand   nine  hundred  and   forty 
Pounds,  contraftcd  on  Account  of  the  faid 
Middle  and  South  Levels  fince  the  Year  one 
thoufand   feven   hundred   and   twenty- eight; 
and  that  the  faid  North  Level,  and  the  Taxes, 
Rents  and  Revenues  thereof  be  fully  and  ab- 
folutely  difcharged  of  and  from  all  the  Debts 
of  the  faid  Corporation  and  every  Part  there- 
of: And  whereas  at  a  Court  of  the  faid  Go- 
vernor, Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Confervators  of  the  Great  Level  of 
the  Fens,  held  at  the  Fen  Office  on  Saturday 
the  twenry- fourth  Day  of  February  one  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  fifty-three,  a  Plan  ac- 
cording to  the  faid  Propofals,  and  for  efFcfting 
and  carrying  the  faid  Undertaking  into  Execu- 
tion, in  fuch  manner  as  herein  after  is  menti- 
oned, was  laid  before  the  faid  Court,  and  the 
faid  Court  thereupon    came    to   the   follow- 
ing Refolu:ions,  videlicet  \  That  it  appearing 
K)  the  Board    that  the  Debt  due   from  this 
Corporation  in  the  Year  one  thoufand   feven 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  was  fourteen  ihou- 
fend    three   hundred    Founds,    and  that  the 
Taxes  upon  all  the  three  Levels  at  a  Tax  and 
a.  Quarter  amount  to  fix  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  Pounds  three  Shillings  and 
eleven  Pence  Halfpenny,  of  which  the  Tpx 
•  arifing  from  the  North  Level  is  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-feven  Pounds  three  Shillings  and 
four  Pence  Halfpenny,  being  about  one  eighth 
Parr,  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Board,  that  if 
^is  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Lord  Lin- 
coln 
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coin  remit  the  Debt  of  about  nineteen  ihou- 
land  Pounds,  which  is  due  to  them  under  the 
Agreements  made  with  them  by  this  Corpo- 
'ration  in  one  ihoufand  leven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  for  draining  the  North  Level, 
and  the  Proprietors  of  the  North  Level  will 
pay  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  Pounds  as 
their  Proportion  of  the  laid  Debt  of  four- 
teen thpufand  three  hundred  Pounds,  it  will  be 
for  the  Intereft  of  the  other  two  Levels  for 
this  Corporation  to  confenr,  that  the  Lands  of 
the  North  Level  be  exonerated  from  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Remainder  of  the  faid  Debt  and 
the  fubfequent  Debts  of  the  Corporation  by 
the  AGt  of  Parliament  intended  to  be  applied 
for,  for  the  better  draining  of  that  Level :  And 
the  remaining  Part  of  the  faid  Plan  being  read, 
the  Board  reiolved,  that  the  lame  did  not  in 
any  wife  appear  to  be  prejudicial  to  either  of 
the  Levels  belonging  to  the  faid  Corporation, 
and  therefore  they  did  approve  thereof:  And 
whereas  the  faid  Corporation  and  the  Creditors 
of  the  laid  Corporation,  and  the  Proprietors 
of  the  greatelt  Part  of  the  taxabL-  Lands 
within  the  faid  Middle  and  South  Levels,  ha- 
ving feen  and  confidercd  the  laid  Propofals, 
approve  thereof,  and  are  willing,  and  confent- 
ing  that  the  fame  (hould  be  carried  into  Exe- 
cution: And  whereas  the  effeftual  draining 
and  preferving  the  faid  North  Level  and  (he 
£iid  Lands  within  the  Manor  of  Crowland^ 
which  contain  tc^ether  about  forty  eight  ihou- 
land  Acres,  would  be  of  great  Benefit  and  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Icveral  Proprietors  thereof,  and 
of  Service  to  the  Publick  in  general,  and  if 
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the  Propoials  and  Agreements  before  menti- 
oned are  carried  into  Execution,  it  is  appre- 
hended and  believed  that  the  fame  may  be  ef* 
fedually  drained  and  preferved ;  but  in  regard 
the  fame  cannot  be  effected,  or  the  Money 
neceflary  for  that  Purpofc  raifed,  without  the 
Aid^and  Authority  of  Parliament,  Be  it  there- 
fore' enaftcd  by  the  King's  moft  Excellent 
Majefty,  by  and  wiih  the  Advice  and  Coofcnt 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual   and  Teinporal  and 
Commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflem- 
bled,  .and  by  the  Authority  of  the  feme.  That 
The  Corpora-  j^e  (aid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  ' 
ti^ors  SS-^^^  Company  of  Confervatbrs  of  the  Great 
ford  Level      I^vel  of  the  Fcns  and  tl^eir  Succeflbrs,  and  , 
difcharged      all  and  every  the  Taxes,  Rents  and  Rewnucs 
from  the  Debtarifmg  and  payable  to  the  faid  Corporation  by, 

^^  '^^'i^da  ^^°"^  ^^  ^"^  ^^  ^^^  Lands  in  the  fiiid  Nonh 
to  Jolin  Duke  L'^vel  or  any  Part  thereof,  and  all  and  every 
ofBcdford  and  other  the  Lands,  Taxes,  Rents  and  Revenues 
Henry  Earl  of  of  the  faid  Corporation  fhall  be  and  are  hereby 
Lincoln;  f^\]y  ^j^j  abfolurely  freed  and  difcharged  of 
"^  and  from  the  faid  Debt  or  Sum  of  eighteen 

thoufand    nine  hundred  and  thirteen  Pounds 
eleven  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  fo  as  aforefeid 
due  and  owing  to  the  faid  John  Duke  of  5/rf- 
fcrd  and  Henry  Earl  ot  Lincoln^  by  Vircue  of 
and  under  the  faid  recited  Indenture  of  the 
twenty-ninth  Day  of  May  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  twenty^eight,    and  every   Part 
thereof,  and  all  Intereft  payable  for  or  in  Re- 
tted the  recited  fpeft  thereof-,  and  that  the  faid  recited  Inden- 
Indenturc  of  jure  of  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  May  one 
*^^yj^^jj' thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  fhall 
'  be  and  is  hereby  enaifled  and  declared  to  be 

from 
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froi»  henceforth  null  and  void ;  and  the  faid^ 
Gowroor,  Bailiffs  and  C6nMH(«iaIty,  and  their 
Succeflbrs,  and  the  faid  ^obn  Duke  of  BeJfa/'d^ 
and  Hiwy  Earl  of  Lt^rceln,  their  refpcftive 
Hfeirs,  Executors,  Adminiftrators  and  Afligns, 
and  thcHeirs,  Executors,  Adminiftrators  and 
Affigns  of  the  faid  FFrio/beJley  late  Duke  of 
Bedford^  and  Henry  Jate  Earl  of  Uncoln^  arc 
hereby  fully  and  abfoluicly  freed  and  difcharg- 
cd  of  and  from  all  and  every  the  Covenants, 
Clauies,  Articles,  Conditions  and  Agreements 
^  in  the  (aid  recited  Indenture  conraihed. 

9nQ  whereas  the  faid  yearly  Sum  of  t)ne 
hundred  Pounds,  mentioned  in  the  faid  recited 
Indenture  of  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  May 
one  tboufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  eight 
to  be  payable  by  the  Heirs  or  Afligns  of  Sir 
Charles  Oriy^  dcccifed,  to  the  faid  Governor, 
Bailiffi  and  Commonalty,  was  payable  in  Pur- 
fiiance  c^  certain  Articles  of  Agreement,  made 
the  tenth  Day  oijufy^  which  was  in  the  Year 
of  oof  Lord  one  thou&nd  fix  Hundred  and 
ninety-feven,  between  the  faid  Governor,  Bai- 
fifis  and  Commonalty  of  the  one  Part,  and 
the  &id  Sir  Cbarks  Orly  of  the  other  Part,  for 
a  Term  of  twenty-eight  Years,  which  Jong 
fince  expired:  Now  for  the  obviaring  and 
avoiding  all  Doubts^  Queftions  and  Contro- 
Verfies  which  may  any  wife  happen  or  arife  in 
relation  to  the  laid  yearly  Sum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  or  the  Non-payment  thereof,  or  any 
Arrears  thereof;  it  is  hereby  further  cnafledTheExecnton 

of  Sir  Charles 
Otbf  and  Thomas  Orby  Hunter,  difcharged  from  Payment  of  the  an^ 
iiinl  San  of  loo  I  (o  the  Company. 
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and  declared  by  the  Anthority  aforefaid^  That 

the  Heirs  and  AiHgns  of  the  faid  Sir  Cbafifs 

Orby^   and   Thomas  Orby  Hunier^    Efqv  his 

^     Heirs,.  Executors,  Adminiftrators  and  Afligns, 

arc  hereby  fully  and  abfolurely  freed  and  dif- 

charged  of  and  from  the  Payment  of  the  faid. 

yearly  Sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  to  the  (aid 

Governor,   Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of   the 

Company  of  Confervators  aforefaid,  and  their 

Succeflbrs  or  AfEgns,  and  of  and  from  all  Ar- 

and  froin  all    rears  thereof ;  and  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs 

Covoiants  in  « j^^^  Commonalty,  and  their  SucCeffors,  and 

ro'jaiT^6g7.  ^^^  Heirs  and  Affigns  of  the  faid  Sir  Cbarks 
Orby  dcceafcd,  and  the  faid  ThQffias  Orby  Hujh 
tcr^  his  Heirs,  Executors,  Adminiftrators  and 
Affjgns,  are  hereby  fully  and  abfolutely  freed 
and  difcbarged  of  and  from  all  and  every  the 
Covenants,  Claufcs,  Articles,  Conditions  and 
Agreements,  contained  in  the  laid  Articles  of 
the  tenth  Day  of  July  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  ninety-fevcn  before- nrientioned. 

And  in  order  to  raife  Money  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  and  difchargc  the    faid  Sum  of  one 
thoufend  eight  hundred  Pounds,  fo  as  afore- 
faid afcertained  and  declared  to  be  the  Propor- 
tion of  the  faid  North  Level,  of  and'  in  the 
Pebts  of  the  faid  Corporation,  .contrafled  be- 
fore the  faid  Year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
riopr{etor$  pf  and  twenty-eight ;  it  is  hereby  further  enafted 
^  r  t^hf  "^*  ^"^  declared,  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful 
horth  Le%I    ^^  ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  Proprietors  of  taxable  Lands 
may  purchafe  ^i^hiti  the  faid  Nonh  Level,  to  purchafe  off 
off  ib  jDuch  oi  fo  much  of  the  Taxes  chargeable  on  their  re- 
the   Taxei     fpe6live  Lands,  by  virtue  of  or  under  the  faid 
.t'  f  n^ll     recited  Ads  of  Parliament  of  the  fifteenth  and 

tiicrcon,  by 

Ati  1 5  &  20  twen- 

C4f;  il» 


pjj^ -itieth  Years  of  the  Reign  of  his  faid  latis 

^v  j^^y  ^^"S  Charles  the  Se^opd,  at  and  after 

Rate  of  thirty  Years  Purchafe,  computing 

fettling  the  faid  Taxes  on  the  faid  eighty- 

/ee  thoufand  Acres  at  a  Tax  and  a  Quarter  ; 

?^  ^  on  the  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acres  in  Pro- 

Ij'rtion  thereto,  according  to  the  faid  Adtof 

^^  twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  as 

^  -^WU  be  fufHcient  to  raife  the  (aid  Sum  of  one 

^/oufand  eight  hundred  Pounds;  and  in  order  as  will  raife 

-  >creto,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  foj"'g^^"/*^d 
^\e  faid  fcveral  Proprietors  of  taxable  Lands,  ^^jg°5y^,jp 
-^'t  any  Time  on  or  before  the  twenty-fourth  tions  for  the 
^^Day  of  June  which  (hall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  fame,  before 
^-.ord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-24J"oe"7S4 
*c;bur,  to  fubfcribe  in  a  Book  to  be  kept  by  the 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty,  or  their 
»  tRegifter,  for  that  Purpofe,  at  their  Office  in 
cithe  Inner  ^emple^  London^  for  the  Purchafe  of 
rxrthe  Taxes  of  fo  much  of  their  refpedlive  Lands 
^  as  they  fhall  be  refpe(5Uvely  willing  and  defirous 
r^  to  purchafe  off,  at  and  after  the  Rate  afore- 
^ :  faid  ;  and  in  Qife  the  Purchafe  of  more  of  the 
s  faid  Taxes  (hall  be  fo  fubfcribed  for,  on  or  be- 
j;   fore  the  faid  twenty-fourth  Day  of  June  one 
/•    thoufand  (even  hundred  and  fifty-four,  than 
r    fliall  be  fufficient  to  raife  the  faid  Sum  of  one 
thoofcind  eight  hundred  Pounds ;  then,  and  in 
fuch  Cafe,  the  Purchafe  thereof  (hall  be  allotted 
and  fetded  by  the  (aid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and 
Commonalty  amongfl:  the  faid  SubfcriJDers ,  in 
equal  Average  and  Proportion  to  the  Taxes  paymcntthcn 
payable  by  them  refpeftivcly  ;  and  upon  Pay-  of  to  be  mac 
mcnt  of  the  fcveral  Sums  of  Money  (b  to  be  by  29  Sep. 
fubfcribed  or  allotted  for  the  Purchafe  of  thei754>?ndt< 

rp         be  applied  m 
*^^^^difcharging 
the  faid  Deb 


TfittS  albre&td,  on  or  before  twenty-nimh 
Day  6f  Sef^mkt  which  fliall  be  iii  the  &id 
Year  one  tkoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty* 
fOQTf  R>  the  (aid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Com- 
nioiultyf  or  their  Treafurer,  to  be  by  them 
applied  for  and  towards  Payment  of  the  Debts 
oontraAed  by  the  laid  Corporation  before  the 
iaid  Year  one  thouiand  feven  hundred  and 
ewenf|r->e^;ht9  the  faid  feveral  Purchafers^  their 
Heirs,  Ejoecutors,  Admtniftrators  and  Affigns, 
and  their  reipeAive  Lands  and  Tenements,  (hall 
be  from  thenceforth  fully  and  aUblutdy  freed, 
exonerated  and  dilcharged  of  and  from  the  Taxes 
by  thepi  lb  purchaied  asafore(aid,andofand  from 
all  other  Rates  and  Taxes  #hatfoever  chug^ 
iMe*  on  the  Lands  by  them  fo  exonerated  as 
afbrefaid,  by  virtue  of  or  under  the  &id  leve- 
lal  Ads  of  Parliament  of  the  fifteenth  and 
CompiBy  to  twentieth  Years  of  King  Cbdrks  the  Second, 
2!^  flf^  or  either  of  them ;  and  it  (hall  and  may  be 
%i»s  tt>^  fa^ul  to  and  for  the  faid  Governor,  Bailifls 
Ptarchaieis*  ^^  Gomtnonalty,  and  they  are  hereby  required, 
upon  fuch  Payment  as  aiorefaid,  at  the  Cofts 
cf  fuch  Purchafers,  to  execute  under  their 
common  Seal,  good  and  fufficient  Releafes  and 
Difcharges  to  the  (aid  feveral  Purchsders,  their 
re!^)e£):ive  Heirs,  Executors,  Adminittrators 
and  Aifigns,  of  and  from  the  Taxes  fo  by 
them  refpedively  purchaied  as  aforefaid,  par- 
Ciculariy  defcribing  and  bounding  therein  the 
Inlands  which  fhau  be  thereby  relea(ed  and 
exonerated  from  Taxes  in  Purfuance  of  foch 
Puithafes. 


[  4it  ] 

Snii  it  is  hereby  furthef  enafted  tod  ^clared;  The  Ttxn 
Thaitlkfi 

the  faid  Afts 

of  King  Charles  the  Second,  or  either  of  theM,  continaedoo 
u|)on  the  Refidiie  of  the  taTtable  Lands  within  the  Refidoe  of 
the  faid  North  Levels  \(^hich  Ihall  not  bd  ^^^^^^/^ 
exonerated  as  aforefeid,  fhall  be  always  hereaf- ^*°"*'*"*^* 
tdr^  and  hereby  are,  fixed  and  iettlcid  upon  fo 
much  thereof  as  (h^U  be  J^art  df  the  faid  ekhty« 
three  thoufand  Acre^j  at  a  Tax  arid  a  Qiar- 
ter,  and  on  fo  much  thereof  asi  (hall  be  rait 
of  the  faid  twelve  thoufand  Acresj  in  Propor- 
tion thereto,  according  to  the  faid  Aft  of  the 
twentieth  of  King  Charles  the  Sedond;  and 
lliall^  JTiot  be  Ie(]kned  or  increafed  under  any 
I^ret^ncd  whatfoeVer  ^  and  that  all  the  Money  and  eo  be  ap- 
whith  ftall  arife,  or  be  produced  by  the  laid  pli«d  in  the 
taxes  within  the  faid  North  Level,  and  all  Works  of  the 
other  the  Rents  and  Revenues  arifing  and  pay-  m^^tionerMd 
able  to  the  faid  Corporation  by,  from  or  out  delcribed. 
of  the  faid  North  Level,  or  any  Part  thereof^ 
fhall   from  henceforth    be    applied  and  dif* 
pofed  of  by  the  faid  Governor,  Bailitfs  and 
Commonalty,   and  their  Succefibrs,   in  arid 
al30ur  the  feveral  Banks  and  Works  of  the  faid 
Level  herein  aftm*- mentioned  5  that  is  to  fay. 
In  the  fir  ft  Place  to  raife,  make  good  and  keep 
in   Repair,  the  North    Bank  of    Moretoif% 
Leame,  the  Eaft  Bank  of  Cordike  from  Mor^ 
forfs  Leame  to  the  Folly  Bank,   the  FoUy 
Banks  from  Cordike  to  the  River  WeUatid^  the 
Bank  reaching  from  the  Folly  Bank  ro  Peakirk 
Town,  and  the  South  Bank  of  the  River  Wei- 
land  ro  Weft  t)am  at  the  End  of  Crvfvland 
To#h,  until  the  faid  Banks  fliall  be  miide  of 

fucb 
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^^bmttn  for      ^t^Q  it  is  hereby  further  enaded  by  the  AT 


if^*?  '•^j  thority  aforefeid,  That  npPcrfon  or  Pcrfons  tfajQt 
™^J**  ihall  be  qualified  to  fit  and  vote  a)  ^  Mem- 
coacenui^     tier  of  the  HuA  Corporatioo,  for  or  in  relpeft 


tofMiog  of.  Lands  or  Groun<js  ip  the  laid  North  Lpvd 
**^*J^2f  ^y*  ^*^'>  ^^  ^y  Time  hereafter,  have  ^ 
ud  &«ALc-^^^'^^^^  ^^  Authority  concerning  the  hor- 
y^^  rowing  any  Money  for  the  Service  of  !the 

Middle  apd  South  Levels,  or  ejthcrof  thcin^ 
or  which  the  T^es,  Rents  and  Revenues  of 
tht  faid  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of 
.      them  only,  ihaU  be  iubje£t  and  liable  to  the 
Paymctitof. 
^t%t  laaA  to     'SiftI  fcr  the  better  effefting  the  Purpofcs  of 
Ik  drained  to  this  prefent  A6):,  it  is  hereby  iurther  enafted 
be  divided  in-  an^  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid^  That 
10  Diftr^.    thcfaid  ftveraj  Lands  and  Groiinds  intended  to 
be  drained  under  the  Powers  and  A^(^or}ty  of 
this  prefent  A&9  fhall  be  and  hereby  are  di« 
vided  into  6ve  Diftrifts  or  DiviGons  in  manner 
herein  after  •mentioned,  and  that  the  Watei;^ 
ioff  the  (aid  feveral  Diftri6ls  or  Divifions  (haD 
run  and  ,be  conveyed  to  Sea,    iq,   by  ami 
through  the  leveral  Rivers  and  Drains  herein 
The^  Di-  after-mentioned ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  firft  of  the 
tlridof  die    faid  Diftridts  or  Divifions  (hall  contain  all  that 
^-*«*>  Part  of  the  North  l^evcl  which  is  bounded  as 

follows;  On  the  North  by  the  River  ff^ellai^ 
from  the  Folly  Bank  to  Cropland  Bridge,  and 
from  chence  to  the  Place  where  the  River 
Catwater  now  falls  into  the  River  Old  South 
Eau,  by  the  Souch-wcft  Bank  of  the  laid  Ri- 
ver Old  South  Eau,  otherwife  the  antient 
Branch  of  the  Nene^  including  the  faid  South* 
Weft  Bank ;  on  the  Eaft,  by  the  Weft  Bank 

of 
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of  the  River  Cat  water  from  the  (aid  Place  ^ 
where  the  faid  River  falls  into  the  Old  South 
Eau  aforcfaid,  to  the  North  Side  of  ncmejf 
Caafeway,  including  the  faid.  Bank  >  on   the 
South,  byk  the  Road  leading  frona  S[iorMgf 
Caufeway  aforefaid  to  p)rdike,  at  the  Weft 
End  of  Eye  Town  ;  and  on  the  Weft,  from  the  Drains 
that  Part  of  Cordike,  which  is  at  the  Weft^"^!^"^^ 
End  of  Eye  Town  aforefaid  to  the  River  fTel^  S  bTSjJS 
Imd^  by  the  Had  Bank  of  Cordike  and  the  into  the  Sea. 
Folly  Bank ;  and  that  the  Waters  of  the  faid 
iDiftri£t  or  Divifion  (hall  run  and  be  conveyed 
to  Sea  into  any  Part  of  the  faid  River  ^Old 
Sopth  Eau,  otherwife  the  (aid  antient  Branch 
of  the  River  Nene^  between  Crawknd  Town 
jEnd  and  the  faid  Place  where  Catwater  nom 
bila  into  the  (aid  River  Old  South  Eau^  and 
in,  by  and  through  that  Part  t^  Catwato: 
wfaidi  lies  between  Pepper  Lake  and  the  (aid 
jRiver  Old  South  Eau,  and  all  or  any  of  the 
interior  Drains  within  the  faid  Diftrift,  and 
down  that  Part  of  the  fakl  River  Old  South 
Eau  which  lies  within  the  North  Level  on  the 
Korth  Side  thereof  to  Clows  Crofs,  and  from 
^nce  bto,  by  and  through  Shire  Drain  to 
Sea }  with  full  Liberty  and  Power  of  opening 
and  (hutting  the  Gates  or  Doors  which  ftand  at 
the  Place  where  the  faid  River  Catwater  falls 
into  the  OU  South  £)au,  as  Occa(k>n  (hall  re- 
l^oire :  The  fecond  Diftri£t  or  Divifion  (hall  The  Scconl 
contain  all  that  Part  of  the  North  I^vel  whkh  Diftrift, 
is  bounded  as  follows ;  that  is  to  fay.  On  the 
North,  in  part  by  the  faid  Road  leading  from. 
Cordike  aforefaid,   through  Eye    Town,    to 
JJforney  Caufeway,  and  in  part  by  |he  South 

Bank 
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Bank  of  fborney  Dike  y  on  the  Eafl:,  in  part 
(from  Tborney  Gauleway  aforefaid  to  Tbormy 
Crofs,.  whfcre  Catwater  tgrns  off  Weft  ward  to- 
wards 5/^'s  Bar)  by  the  Weft  Bank  of  Cat- 
water,  and  in  part  from  the;  South  Bank  of 
Tbomey  Dike   aforefaid  to  the  Counter  Drain 
by  the  Weft  Bank  of  Knarlake ;  on  the  Weft, 
by  Cordike,  from  the  Weft  End  of  Eye  Town 
.:     aforefaid- to   Moretonh  Leamej  and  on  the 
...    \:.  .:  South,  by  the  Counter  Drain  aforefaid,  from 
the  upper  Part  of  the  Severals  in  Stand  Ground 
Ko  the  Weft  Bank  of  Knarlake  aforefaid,  in- 
The  Drains  by  -cl^i^  a[tl '  the  faid  Banks ;  and  that  the  Wa- 
which  the Wa- <ers  of  the  faid  laft- mentioned  Diftrift  or  Di* 
ten  arc  to  be    vifioii  fh,all- run  «nd  be  conveyed  to  Sea,  in;  by 
cooveycd.       ^^^  through  all  or  any  of  the  interior  Drains 

within  ttie  faid  Diftrift,  into  the  Counter-Drain 
aforefaid ;  and  in,  by  and  through  the  Coun« 
ter-Drain  aforefaki  to  Guyhirn ;  and  from 
thence  down  the  Old  South  Eau  to  Clows 
Crofs ;  and  from  thence  in,  by  and  through 
The  third  Shire  Drain  to  Sea :  The  third  Diftrift  or  Di- 
Dittrift.         vifion  fliall  contain  the  Lordftiip  of  Tborney^ 

which  is  bounded  on  the  Weft  by  Catwater  j 

from  Tborney  Crofs  aforefaid  to  the  Old  South 

Eau ;  on  the  North,  by  the  South  Bank  of  the 

Old  South  Eau,    from  the  faid  Place  where 

Catwater  now  falls  into  the  faid  River  Old 

South  Eau  aforefaid,  to  Gold  Dike,  including 

the  faid  Bank;  on  the  Eaft,  in  part  by  Gold 

Dike  and  inpart  by  Krtarlake  •,  and  on  theSouth 

by  Tborney  Dike,  including  the  faid  River  and 

ThcT)rain&fo»  Drain  of  Catwater  and  Tborney  Dike  ;  and 

conveying  ihc  rhac  the  Waters  of  the  faid  laft -mentioned  Di- 

Watcfs  there-  fl:n£t  or  Divifion  ihall  run  or  be  conveyed  into 

^^-  •       :  Gold 


GoTd  Dikfe,  and  from  Gold  Dike  to  CfbWS 
Cilofs  by  the  New  South  £au  to  Ihrockenhoh  J 
and  frbm  thence  on  the  South  Side  of  Throc^ 
kenboU  to  CloWs  Crofs^  or  by  the  Drain  that 
runj  from  Gold  Dike  to  Clows  Crofs,  betvireeti 
SMon  Common  and  Inkerfon  Fen,   and   by 
iE^ariake  into  the  Counter-Drain    aforefaid^ 
and  in^  by  and  through  Shire  Drain  to  Sea,  ill 
litch  Manner  as  (hall  be  fodnd  moft  convenient 
fay  the  faid  John  Duke  of  Bedfofdj  the  fole 
Ov^nei*  of  the  faid  Diftridt,  his  Heirs  and  Af- 
%nfbi  The  fourth  Diftrift  or  Divifion  (halt  The  foahi 
cimtain  all  that  Part  of  the  faid  North  Levels  Diftri£(;  ^ 
Ip^hich  is  bounded  on  the  Weft  by  the  Eaft 
Ebmk  of  Gold  Dike  and  the   £a(l   Bank  of 
Knaiiake  $  on  the  North,  by  the  JSouth  Bank 
of  dbit  E^rc  of  the  Old  South  Eait  which  runs 
ftioin  Gold  Dike  to  Glows  Crofs ;  on  the  Eaft^ 
by  the  Weft  Bank  of  that  Part  of  the  Old 
&)ilth  Eau  which  runs  from  Guyhirn  to  CIoWs 
Orofs ;  and  on  the  South,  by  the  North  Bank 
bf  the  CbUnter  Drain  aforefaid,  including  all 
the  &id  Banks*  And  that  the  Waters  theredf  "TU  15r^ 
(hall  ran  or  be  conveyed  to  Sea  into^  by  and  ^  ^"^ 
thiw*h  Shire  Drain,  by  the  Gounter-Drain  tosfhlrS* 
iforemid,  ind  that  Part  of  the  Old  South  Eau 
which  runs  from  Guyhirn  to  Clows  Crofs  i 
and  the  fifth  Diftrift  dr  Divifion  (hall  ciorttain  %  Fifth 
,the  Lands  before-mentioned,  called  PortfaHd^  Diftria. 
*«hcrwirc(?r^/i/  Vgrfand^  bounded  on  the  Eaft  by 
tioBiacb  and  fUbapload  Lands  and  the  Willow 
Hoir  Bank,  from  BowfdaU  to  the  River  Afen- 
dih  J  on  the  North,  by  the  faid  River  A/en- 
£h  and  the  River  Welldnd^  from  the  Willow 
JRolt  Bank  to  Whitehoufe,  otherwife  Eppinboh 

Ee  '        Comeri 
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Corner ;  on  the  Weft,  by  the  faid  River  WfA* 
land  J  and  by  the  North-eaft  Bank  of  the  faid 
River  Old  South  Eau,  otherwife  antienc  Branch 
of  the  Nene,  from  EppinhoU  Corner  afo^efaid  to 
Turkeiullus^s  Crofs,  near  the  Place  where  Cat- 
water  now  falls  into  the  Old  Soqth  Eau  \  and 
on  the  South  by  the  North  Bank  of  the  faid 
River  Old  South  Eau,  from  Turketullus^s  CnA 
to  Dowfdale^    including  the  faid  North^eaft 
The  Draini    Bank  and  North  Bank ;  and  that  the  Waters 
for  carrying    of  the  faid  laft-mentioned  Diftri&  or  Divifioa 
rfdic  Waters  Q^^\\  ^^^  ^nd  be  conveyed  through  Daw/dak 
tUmt.         Bank,  being  the  before-mentioned  North-eaft 

Bank  and  North  Bank,  into  any  Part  or  Farts 
.  of  the  faid  antient  Branch  of  the  jV^ivf,  other- 
wife  Old  South  Eau,  and  of  the  iatd  River 
Old  South  Eau  between  Ctowland  Town  End 
and  Bo^JofdaUy  and  from  thence  by  the  fiud 
River  Old  South  Eau  into,  by  and  through 
Shire  Drain  aforefaid  to  Sea. 
The  Waters       ^llB  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  dc- 
to  be  convey,  ^^red  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  Thac  the 
JrfSSrv?    '  Waters  of  the  faid  feveral  Diftrids  or  Divifi- 
Drains,  with-  ons,  (hall  run  or  be  conveyed  to  Sea  in,  by  and 
oat  Obftraai-  through  the  feveral  Rivers  or  Drains  lierem 
on  from  the    before  mentioned  and  appointed,  to  the  faM 
^U^rQ^^i    feveral  Diftrifts  refpedively  for  that  Purpofc^ 
LeveK  without  any  Lett,  Hindrance,  Obftru£tion  oc 

Controul  of,  from  or  by  the  faid  Governor, 
Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of 
Confervators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
or  their  SuccelTors,  in  any  Manner  or  under 
any  Right  whatfoever,  or  of,  from  or  by  the 
Commiflloners  for  putting  this  A6t  into  Exe- 

cutiooi 
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Cution>  of  any  of  them,  under  any  Pretence  ^ 
whatfocvcr,  otherwife  than  as  herein  after  is 
Cbentioned. 

9ntl  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  by  the  Au-  Commiffionnt 
thority  aforefaid.  That  the  feveral  Perfons  gr^*|^^^"*^ 
herein  after  named  fhall  be,  and  hereby  are, 
conftittited  and  appointed  Commiflioners  for 
the  executing  and  efFefting  the  Powers,  Au* 
thdntes  and  Purpbfes  of  this  prefent  Aft,  un- 
til the  laft  Monday  in  the  Month  of  Juni 
which  (hall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  l-ord  one 
thou&nd  feven  hundred  and  fifty  five  ;  that  \% 
to  lay,  for  the  faid  firft  Diftrift  or  Divifion, 
The  Right  Honourable  Brownlow  Earl  of  Ex^ 
itefy  The  Right  Honourable  Henry  Earl  of 
Uncobij  Timothy  Brecknock,  Thomas  Moore^ 
Eiquires ;  Samuel  Sharps  fVilliam  Landen,  John 
IFrnptij  H^tlliamWaUon  fenior,  Thomas  Rohert 
Gdtes^  Charlton  Wyldbore^  Gentlemen/,  for  the 
faid  fepond  Diftrift  or  Divifion,  The  Right- 
Honourable  George  JVilliam  Earl  of  Coventry^ 
Richard  Try ce^  JohnWildbore^  Efquiresj  Ba- 
inA  Bailey  fenior.  Gentleman,  Rohert  Blake^ 
El&i  George  Johnfon^  Thomas  Moore  junior^ 
Vf^Um'Aveling  of  Eldernel,  Gentlemen;  for 
tUe  f^id  third  Diftrift  or  Divifion,  His  Grace 
tterhbft  Noble  John  Duke  of  Bedford,  Samuel 
Henry  Pont^  Benjamin  Woodward^  Matthew 
Jpyl^ore^  George  fFaddington,  Robert  Sutcher^ 
.Efijuires;  Thomas  'NealeOcxk,  M.  A.  Berry 
I>o4fin^  fTilliam  Sijfon  knioty  fFilliam  Prefton^ 
Ltiuighy  Edwards^  Thomas  Bullock,  Richard 
BayUy^  James  Brown^  Abraham  Baliy,  John 
Bams^  John  Brittain,  Robert  Chapman,  John 
Cangrew^  John  Vehn&y,  John  Egar^  Thomas 
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fowler,  Stomas  Ha-atlanSf  William  Little^  ^^ 

Mi^eU,  fVilUam  J^srris^  Besfai^iH  RiSy  Jor 

fipb  Rolls,    Job  Ro-wning,  Samuel  Sbarpe  of 

'Tbomej,  John  Sbarpe,  "Tbomas  Spefcbl^^  Geergi 

SearUj  Jobn  Wing,  Gentlemen ;  for  the  wd 

fourth  IKftriA  or  DiviGon,    The  Revet|siq 

GflWff  Reynolds  LL.D.  the  Reverend  Charity 

Refnolds   D.D.    jkmjlead   Parker,     Spelmm 

Swainiy  John  Sfyt  Efguires}  Henry  Burrouglf 

Clerk,  ^.  A.  James  Ris  Clerk,  John  Sampten 

fHqi  Jobn  Dickenfon  Clerk,  M.  A.  Abraham 

Gtrbav},  Robert  Wenjleft  Thomas  Awdley,  Fran-. 

lis  Hardy ;  and  for  the  laid  fifth  Diftri£t  o^ 

Divifion,  thomas  Orhy  Huptex  Efquire,  James 

Benfon  Clerk,    Jobn  Crawford  Efq-,    Tbon^ 

Brecknock,  Charles  Crawford,  John  Keik,  Wi^ 

Ham  Peers,  Jobn  De  Key,  Jams  Ufiil,  'Thorny 

Kingfion,    WiUtam   Cowling,     IJaac    fFbiife/L 

James    Coglart    Thomas   Wehfier,  and  Hun 

mrreU. 

*^^<"^*®"         9rtS  for  the  efFcflual  railiiig  ^d  toryii^ 

Ty^Xj  g«ie-  Money  'for  the  general  draining  ajjid  gr^IpCTing 

y^  Meeting,   ^^^  Lands  and  Grounds  comprize^  ip^  a^  thi; 

tonuJwaRatefaid  five  feveral  Diftri^  or  Diyi£oa$,  spa.^: 

lordrwniBg    fweriflg  the  Purpofcs  of  this  pwfeiit  Aa ;  it ij 

MherriTw-  ''^"'^y  further  cnaftcd  by  the  Au'thwty.  aiirf 

_^  J        laid.  That  the  Commifliqricrs '  hereby  tipnii- 

natcd  and  appointed,  and  mcb  other  Cotpmi^ 

iioners  as  Qiall '  hereafter  fucceed  t^crn,  oz  b; 

nominated  or  appointed,  ele£ted  or  clio&Q^  in 

their  or  any  of  their  Steads,  by  virtiie  i£  ibe 

Powers  and  Authority  hereby  given  for  thaf 

Furpofe,  or  any  forty  or  more  of  them,  Qiail 

meet  yearly  at,  the  Houfe  called  Ibe  puk/s 

Head  Inn  id  tborneyt  ia  the  ia^  Ifle  of  Eh 

and 
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and  County  of  Cambridge ^  fo  long  as  the  fame 
IH^II  continue  an  Inn  or  Publick  floufe,  or 
otberwife  at  fuch  other  Houfe  in  the  Town  of 
^tiicrnQ  aforeiaid,  as  the  Commlflioners  for. 
the  Tinfie  being,  or  the  major  Part  of  them 
who  ihall  be  prefeht  at  any  ^neral  Meeting, 
Ifi^l  $ihk  proper  and  appoint,  on  the  firft 
J^fi^da^^  ^)ii\ch  {h^\^  happen  in  the  Month  of 
jfii^,  ait  ten'  of  the  Clock  in  the  Forenoon  in 
cifeiy  Y«ar ;  the  fii-ft  pf  the  faid  Mieetings  to 
fa^  had  ^nd  held  on  Monday  the  firii  Day  of 
^^ify'  which  vp[\  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
o^e  ^hbdl^d  (even  hundred  and  fifty-four;  and^ 
ttiep  and  there,  from  Time  to  Time,  (hall  af- 
fifi^  riate,  tax  and  charge  all  and  every  the  re- 
ipe£iive  Owner  or  Owners,  Occupier  or  Oc- 
cu^^rs  ^ot  all  and  fmgular  the  Lands  and 
Groi^ds  liquate  and  being  within  the  faid  fe* 
veral  DIftfifts  or  Divifions  herein  before- 
mmtioned  and  defcribed,  or  any  of  them, 
(except  GreaiBurrougb  Fen  Common^  othcrwife 
PMerborougb Great  Fen  Common \  the  Common 
npw  commonly  called  ^he  four  hundred  Acre 
0mmon  in  jOderlands ;  Little  Borough  Fen  Com- 
^mij  oth^irmk  Peterborough  IJttle  Fen  Com- 
mmy  otherwife  Flagg  Fen  Common^  and  that 
Part  of  button  Common  which  lies  South  of 
Old  Sofitb  Eau  I  and  alfo  except  all  the  Lands 
cMled  Hurfs  Grounds^  in  the  Pari(h  of  Stand 
Ground ;  and  alfo  all  the  Lands  of  Oxney  and 
iinbolt  Fdrms^  Chapel  Clofe^  Borough-hill Chfes^ 
Taihafiffs  Peakirk  long  Meadows,  Peakirk  lic- 
ife  Nieadbws,^ and  the  Clofes  adjoining  thereto  v 
Newark-Edgerly^  and  the  Clofes  adjoining  there- 
to towards  the  Weft  and  North  •,  Billingfwood^ 
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^nd  the  Clofes  adjoining  thereto,  in  the  Parilh 
of  Pafion  5  the  Lands  called  The  Inbaws^  ly- 
ing SoUrh  of  the  Folly  Bankj  and  the  Clofes  at 
the  South  End  of  the  Inbams^  called  Puttoci 
Clofes ;  and  alfo  except  all   the  Highlands  in 
Eyebury  and  Newark  \  and  all  the  Highlands  in 
the  Pcirifhes  of  Peterborough^  Wetrington^  GUn- 
tofiy  Peakirk  Eye^  Stand  Ground  and  fPldUle^ 
fey^  or  any  of  them)  by  and  with  equal  and 
proportionable  yearly  Rates,  Taxes  or  Sums  of 
Money,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  faid  Com- 
miflioners,   or  the  major  Part' of  theni  that 
(hall  be  prcfent  at  any  fuch  yearly  general 
Ae  f«me  for  Meeting;  fo  that  the  faid  Rates  or  Taxes  for 
the  firft  four    the  firft  four  Years,  to  be  computed  from  the 
Y^^^  J^^^/'Feaft  of  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Bap0 
^  ••  Z^'"       »  which  fhall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  be  after 
the  yearly  Rate  of  one  Shilling  for  every  Acrc^ 
of  the  l^ands  and  Grounds  comprized  within 
all  the  faid  feveral  Diftrifts  or  Divifions  (except , 
tiftrr  not  tQ    ^s  is  before  excepted) ;  and  fo  that  after  the  Ex- 
exceed -6 d.     piration  of  the  faid  Term  of  four  Years  the 
ferAcrtln     faid  Rates  or  Taxes  do  not  exceed,  in  any 
^y  one  Year  j^j^g  Year,  fix  Pence  for  every  Acre  of  the 

Lands  and  Grounds  comprized  within  all  the 
faid  fcveral  Diftrifts  or  Divifions  (except  as  is 
before  excepted);  and  fo  that  no  Part  of  the 
faid  Lands  and  Grounds  be,  at  any  Time, 
charged  by  virtue  of  this  Aft,  with  any  greater 
or  lelfer  Rate  or  Tax  than  the  reft  of  the  faid 
the  fame  to  be  Lands  are  or  fhall  be  charged  with;  which 

Kily  ^^'^  ^^^"'  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^""^^  ^^  Money,  fo  to  be 

^^    ''  taxsd  and  aflcfled  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  paid  by 

the  refpeftive  Owners  or  Occupies  of  the  faid 

.Lands 


Lands  or  Grounds,  at  the  Feaft  Days  of  th6 
Nativity  of  St.  'John  the  Baptiji  and  theiBirth 
of  our  Lord  Chrift^  in  every  Year,  by  equal 
Half-yearly  Payments,  to  fuch  Perfon  or  Per- 
ibus^  as  the  (aid  Commifnoners,  or  the  major 
Fart  of  ihem,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  any  ge- 
neral Meeting,  (hall,  from  Time  to  Time, 
order,  diredt  or  appoint  the  fame;  the  firll 
Payment  thereof  to  be  made  at  the  Feaft  Day 
of  the  Birth  of  our  Lord  Chrift  which  will 
be  in  the  faid  Year  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  Bf ty-four ;  and  which  faid  Rates  or  ^ 
Taxes  ftiall  be  fubjeft  to  and  chargeable  with 
fuch  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  as  (hall  be  ad- 
vanced, borrowed,  raifed  and  received  on  the 
Credit  thereof^  in  Manner  herein  after- men- 
tioned. 

jP^OlYitKll  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enadt-  The  Quanti- 
cd  and  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  tiesofthc 
Thzt  the  Quantities  of  the  Lands  and  Grounds  Lands  rateable 
fo  to  berated  and  taxed  as  aforefaid  (hall,  on  g^J j^^to l«cil 
or  before  Monday  the  fecond  Day  of  September  ven  in  upon 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  be  Ooth  by  29th 
given  in  to  the  Surveyor,  Treafurer  or  Clerk,  Sept.  1754. 
to'  be  appointed  by  the  faid  Commiflioners, 
and  afccrtained  by  the  Oath  of  the  Owners, 
Proprietors  or  Occupiers  thereof,  or  folemn 
Affirmation  of  fuch  of  them  as  are  or  (hall  be 
of  the  People  called  fakers,  or  other  fuffici- 
ent  Witnefs  or  Witnelfes  to  be  made  before 
the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  two  or  more 
of  them ;  (which  Oath  or  Affirmation  the  faid 
Cotnnvflioners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them, 
are  hereby  impowered  to  adminifter)  5  and  if 
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fiiid  on  their  any  of  the  (aid  Owners,  Proprietors  or  Occq^ 
N^l«a  or  piers  llall  negledt  or  refufe  to  give  in  to  fuch^ 
Ke  I^s  Surveyor,  Treafurer  or  Clerk  a  particular  Ac. 
co'be  farveyed  count  of  the  Number  of  Acres  contained  ifv 
and  charged  their  feveral  Lands  and  Grounds,  anc}  majbw 
■ccprdijijr       q^jI^  ^  Affirmation  of  the  Truth  thereof  t^ 

V^^         the  Time  afqre&id,  it  (hall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  thc^ 
major  Part  of  them,  who  Oi^l  be  prefent  a( 
any  general  Meeting,  to  order  a  Survey,  to  bo. 
made  by  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  as  they  (hall 
think  proper,  of  the  Lands  and  Groun4s  c| 
this  (everal  Perfons  whQ  (hall  fo  negleA  or  re- 
fute to  give  in  fuch  Account^  and  make  fu(^, 
Oath  or  Afiirmation  of  the  Truth  thereof  as. 
aforefaid }  and  ^ny  Survey  which  ihall  be  fq 
made,  Ihall  be  a  fufficient  Warrant  and  Autko* 
rity  to  the  f^id  Commi(&oners  to  afcertain  wd 
,  determine  the  Quatitities  of  the  Lands  an4 

Grounds  of  the  J^erfons  fo  neglefiting  or  refii- 
^nd  ikehi^  (ing  to  give  in  fuch  Account ;  and  the  Charge 
Perfons  to  pay  of  fuch  Survey  (hall  be  paid  by  the  Perfon  or 
Jf  ^^^^f'  9^  Perfons  fo  neglefting  or  refufing. 
^  17^^'  ^W  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  and  de- 
v^^&L''^^'^^  ^y  ^^^  Authority  afore(aid.  That  the 
plied  by  the  Taxes  and  Sums  of  Money  fo  to  he  a({e(red, 
p)mn(ifliio-  rated,  raifed  and  received  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo 
nen  in  Man-  all  Sums  pf  Money  to  be  borrowed  and  re- 
i^creindi-  ceivedon  the  Credit  thereof,  ip  manner  here- 
'^^♦*  in  after-mentioned,  (hall,  from  Time  to  Time, 

be  applied  and  difpofed  of  by  the  Commiffio- 
ners for  putting  this  A6t  into  Execution,  or 
the  major  Part  of  them,  who  (hall  be  prefcnc 
?.^  ?"y  S^P?raj  Meeting,  in  Manner  following  5 

that 


tbatk  to  %^.  in  the  fiHl  Pla^e^  iiu^  paying, 
ai^  defraying  the  Chargps^  of*  lim  A£t^  amir 
in  the  oeict  Plax:e^  for  and?  towardlr  tbe.genendl. 
Works  of  draining  and.  pceferKring  alkthe  iaidi, 
PifM^  or  Divifions:  herein  afteihmenrioned; 
that  ift  to  fay,  in  cleanfii^  mu  widening  and; 
deepnfi^  the  faid  antient  Branch;  of  the  River. 
J^fi^^  otberwife  Old  S^utb  Eau^  and;  the  faid 
l^iver  Old  Scutlf  EaUi  fiY)m  Ctowkod  Town,  to:; 
Cl0wsCrfifi\  the  bXA^^vttOU  ^th  Eom^ 
from  Ckws  Crofs  to  Gwjftim%  the- River  Catv^ 
fXfsUer^  from  about  twenty  Fe^  dihoyt-^Jhomefi 
Crofi  io^iorfs  J3^r;  and  in  making,  deanfiog. 
ojACj  v(idening  and  deepening  acDtkeor-Draim 
ftQjxk^ar^s  Bar  taor  near  N^ihEigu,  GrameU 
and^ifothe  Qmntw  Drain  from  the  Eaft  End  o£ 
the  Sfverals'  in  Stand Grotmd:  xxy^Gf^lnm  andi 
Gofd^  Dike  and  Knarlake ;  and  the  Nem  Souths 
Eau  f roinr  Gold  Dike  to  Tbroehnb'ok^  or  the  faid  t 
Pcain  between  Suttm  Commonznd  Inierfin-Fem^ 
horn  GqU  Dike  to  ^brockmbolt  \  (which  the 
faid  John-  Duke  of  Bedfardj  his  Heirs  or  Af^ 
figns^  fhall  eled:  or  choofe  to  be   cleanled^ 
widefi^,  and  deepened)  and  the  faid  Draia 
OB  t^e  South  Side  of  ^tbrockenboU  from  fuch  of 3 
tlie  faid  Drains  which  (hall  be  fo  cleanfed,  wi-^ 
dened  and  deepened,  as  afore&id^  to  Clows  ^ 
Cfofs, ;  apd  alfo  in  railing,  ftrengthening  and 
maipt^inMig  the.North-eaft  and  North  Banks 
of  the  faid  antient  Branch  of  the  Nene^  other- 
wife  Old iSoutb  Eau^  and  of  the  faid  River  Old: 
Sfuik  Eau^  from  Crowland  Town  to  Dow/dale^ 
apd  the  Soath-wefl:  and  South  Banks  of  the  faid  > 
Rivers,  from  Crowland  Towia  to  Clows  Crofs  % 
a{4 1  the !  We$  ;B4nk  (^i  the  QU  South  ^  Eau^ 
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from  Clows  Crofs  to  Gujbirn^  in  (hdi  Manner^ 
and  to  fuch  Hbcight  and  Strength  at  Icaft,  as  * 
ihall  be  fufficient  to  defend  the  Lands  againft 
a  Head  of  Water  which  may  arife  four  Feet 
above  the  Level  of  the  Lands  adjoining  to.tl^ 
laid  Rivers ;  and  alfo  in  raifing,  ftrcngthening 
and  maintaining  both  the  Banks  of  Caiwater 
from  about  twenty  Feet  above  Tborwy  Crofs 
to  Siorfs  Bar  I  both  the  Banks  of  die  laid 
Drain  or  Dike  from  Storfs  Bar  to  the  CetMer" 
Drain ;  the  Nonh  Bank  of  the  Counter-Drain^  * 
from  the  Eafl:  End  of  the  Severals  in  Stand 
Ground  to  Guybirn ;  both  the  Banks  of  GoU 
Dike  znd  Knarlakei  and  either  both  the  Banks 
of  New  Souib  Ean^  from  Gold  Dike  to  fhroc*. 
hnboU ;  ot  both  the  Banks  of  the  Drain  be-^ 
cwecn  Sutton  Common  and  Inkerfon  Fen  from 
Gold  Dikexo  Tbrockenbolt ;  at  the  Ele&ion  of 
the  faid  7i^ir  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  Heirs  or 
AfTigps ;  and  both  the  Banks  of  the  Drain  on 
the  South  Side  of  ^Ibrockenboltj  from  fuch  of 
the  faid  Drains  as  (ball  be  fo  etefted  as  afore* 
faid,  to  Cbws  Crofs^  to  the  Height  and 
Strength  herein  before  diredted,  of  and  con- 
cerning the  Banks  of  the  faid  Rivers  Nene  and 
Old  Soutb  Eau  %  and  alfo  in  damming  up  the 
OldfVryde  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Gold  Dike ;  an* 
in  damming  up  the  North  End  of  Gold  Dike ; 
and  alfo  in  making  a  Dam  at  or  near  the 
South  End  of  Gold  Dike^  or  at  or  near  the 
South  End  of  Knarlake\  and  in  keeping  and 
continuing  the  faid  Drain  fo  dammed  up ;  and 
alfo  in  fupporting,  repairing  and  maintaining 
the-  Pointing  Doors  now  Handing  at  or  near  the 
Place  where  Catwater  now  fialls  into  the  faid 

River 
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River  Old  South  Eau  \  and  alfo  in  iGOuriog  out 
Shin  Drain  from  Clows  Crofs  to  Guntborpe 
Sluice  I  and  in  heightening,  ftrengthening  and 
maintaining  the  Banks  on  Both  Sides  Shire 
DrmUj  in  fuch  good  and  fubftantial  Manner 
as  to  be  fufficienc  to  convey  the  Waters  run- 
ning through  the  faid  feveral  Rivers  and  Drains 
down  to  Gunthorpe  Sluice  \  and  in  eredting, 
working,  fupportidg  and  repairing  lb  ipany 
Engines  or  Iwills,  not  exceeding  eight,  ht^ 
tween  Shire  Goatj  othtrwik  Hill  Sluice^  other* 
viKe  Tid  Goat  Sluice^  znd  Gunthorpe  Sluice^  for 
throwing  out  and  difcharging  the  Waters  com^* 
ing  down  Shire  Drain  to  Sea,  as  the  faid  Corn- 
miflioners,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  who 
ihall  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  yeai'ly  General 
Meeting  as  aforefaid,  (hall,  from  Time  to 
Time,  in  their  Difcretion  think  proper  and 
order  to  be  eredted,  fupported  and  worked ; 
and  in  widening,  altering,  rebuilding,  repairr 
ing   and   amending  Gunthorpe  Sluice^    Shin 
Goat  and  Uill  Sluice^  otherwite  Tid  Goat  Sluice 
aforefaid,  and  the  feveral  Bridges,  Clows  and 
Sluices  in  and  over  Shire  Drain^  Old  South  Eau^ 
Counter  Drain^  New  Sofith  Eau^  the  faid  Drain 
between  Sutton  Common  and  Inker/on  Fen^  and 
the.  faid  antient  Branch  of  the  Nene^  and  in 
fcouring  out  the  Refervoir  and  Sands  at  and 
near  the  Outfall  from  Shire  Drain  to  Sea,  from 
Time  to  Time,  as  Occafion  (^all  require,  and 
in  nnaking  and  maintaining  liich  other  conve« 
luent  Bridges  over  Catwater  and  the  Counter^ 
DraiUj  as  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  the  ma- 
jor Part  of  them,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  any 
^b  yearly  General  Meeting  as  aforefaid,   in 

their 
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jMreiy  Year,  between  Micbalmas  and  Chriftmas  i 
and  in  beightening,  ftrengchening  and  maini* 
taining  th)e  Banks  pn  both  Sides  Shire  J}rai%, 
in  fuch  good  ^nd  fubftanti^l  Manner  as  to  b(S 
ifpfficient  to  convey  the  Watery  running  through 
tl^e  iaid  feveral  Riyers  and  Drains  down  to 
Cfinfhrpe  Sluice  \  and  afterwards  in  or  about 
f|3Ch  of  the  other  Work;  herein  before- mentl«- 
pDcdy  as  the  l^id  Cpmmilfioners  for  th^  Time 
being,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  who  (h^ 
be  prefent  at  any  fuch  General  Meeting,  (hall^ 
ip  their  Difq*etion,  think  moft  neceflary  tp 
be  d(me  for  anfw^ring  the  Furpo£b&  pf  this 

1^20t)fliell  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  furth^^r  J^'j^*^  S« 
enaded  and  declared.  That  the  Dam  herein  qu  i|^^^^^ 
faeibre  diredted  to  be  made  in  the  faid  Drain,  Dnin,  wa  io 
called  Old  Wry^e^  (ball  not  b^  hereafter  re-  be  tfarwanb 
cnoyed  or  taken  away  5  but  that  the  faid  Drain  "wnoted,  ©V. 
(cailed)  Old  Wryde^  (hall  always  hereafter  conti- 
j^e  and  be  damoied  up  at  the  Place  afor^faid ; 
^A  ^t  the  (aid  other  Dams,  heroin  before  dir 
reS^  tp  be  made,  fliall  nor,  after  (p  QP^de^ 
\^  i:et^pv£d  or  taken  away. 

v^OSiUmi  alfo,  and  it  is  h^eby  further  The  Counter- 
coa^e^  and  declared.  That  th&  Counfer-Dtain  ^^^^  ^n 
feom.  the  Weft  End  of  the  Severals  in  Siandt^^""^^'^ 
f^/mffd,  tp  the  Eaft  End  of  the  feid  Several^,  ,^/!w 
Ih^  be  deanfed  and  fcoured  out»  from  Time  con  Charge. 
tp.Tin;^,  at  the  fole  Expence  of  and  by  the 
il^jnietor  or  Proprietors  of  the  faid  Severals, 
for  Ae  Time  being,  If  j^^^^^^ 

^QtifQeO  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  Hall  Bridge  be 
apadeclared.  That  if  it  (hall  be  found  nccef-'*^««>  ^o*^»» 
&ry  to  widen,  alter  or  take  down  a  certain  ?f  *'^''.!^»  ^^* 

'bridge  ^o  build  ano- 
thcr^ 


^«»ST^ 


t       /. 
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Bridge    ever    Shire   Drain    aforefaid,    tall* 
ed  Dunton  Hall  Bridge^  heretofore  butit  by 
Sigifmund  trafford^  Efq;  in  order  to  give  the 
Waters  a  more  free  and  open  Paflage  in  and 
through  the  faid  Drain,  the  faid  Commifiio* 
ners  and  their  Succefibrs  fhall,  by  aod  cut  of 
the  Monies  hereby  direfted  to  be  raifed  for  the 
iaid  general  Works  of  Draining,  build  .ano- 
ther Bridge, /in  cafe  the  fame  fhall  be  taken 
down  at  the  Place  aforefaid,  of  the  (ame  Sort 
of  Materials,  and  in  as  teindfome  a  Mannef 
as  the  prefcnt  Bridge;  and,  from  Time  to 
•Time;  fupport  and  maintain  a  fufBcient  Bridge 
,  at  the  Place  aforefaid  for  Horfes^  Cattle,  QxS 
,    riages  and  Paffcngers. 
dit        ^nQ  it  is  hereby  further  enaAed  by  thti 
rJUtftfar  gene- Authority  aforefaid.  That  over  and  above  the 
i»l  Woibi  of  faid  Rates  and  Taxes  herein  before  authorized 
JJjJJl^^anddireaed  to  be  raifed,  levied  and  received 
of  the  fourth'^or  the  general  Works   of  Draining  hereid 
Diftria  may  .before  diredted,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
ipake  another  jtnd  for  the  Commiffioners  for  the  Time  being 
SSdiSin.^*'  the  fiid  fourth  Diftrift  or  Divifioti,  or  the 
*  major  Part  of  them,  who  fhall  be  prefent  at 
fuch  yearly  General  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  then 
and  there  froni  Time  to  Time  to  affels,  ratc^ 
rax  and  charge  all  and  every  the  Owner   and 
Owners,  Occupier  and  Occupiers  of  all  and 
Angular  the  Lands  and  Grounds  fituate  and.be* 
ing  within  the  faid  fourth  Diftridt  or  DivilioOy 
by  and  with  a  further  equal  and  proportionable 
yearly  Rate,  Tax  or  Sum  of  Money,  at  the 
Difcretidn  of  the  Commiffioners  for  the  Time 
being  of  the  faic}  laft- mentioned  Diftri£t  or 

Divifion, 
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DiviBbn,  or  the  major  Part  of  them  that  (ball 
be  prcfent  at  any  fuch  Meeting;  fo  that  fuch 
further  or  additional  Tax  or  Sum  of  Money 
do  not  exceed  in  any  one  Year,  for  the  two  firft  not  cxoeedfaig 
Years,  .  to   be  computed  from  the  twenty-  at.  /ir  Aae 
fourth  Day  of  June  one  thoufand  fcven  hun-  **'  ^  *^ 
dred  and  fifty-four,  two  Shillings  for  every  ' 

Acre  of  the  Land  or  Ground  within  the  faid 
laft-mentioned  Diftrid  (except  as  before  ex<* 
cepted)  and  fo  that,  after  the  Expiration  of 
the  faid  Term  of  two  Years,  fuch  further  or 
additional  Tax  or  Sum  of  Money  do  not  ex- 
ceed, in  any  one  Year,  one  Shilling  for  every  and  la.  /ir 
Acre  of  L^and  or  Ground  within  the  faid  laft-  Acre  after, 
mentioned  Diftrift  or  Divifion,  except  as  afore- 
iaid  :  And  alfo,  that  it  (hall  and  may  be  law-  ThcCJomniE* 
fol  to  and  for  the  faid  refpeftive  Commi(rio.  2S^^£nj 
ners  for  the  Time  being  of  the  faid  firft  and  DifiHas  may 
iecond  Diftrids  or  Divifions,  or  the  major  alfo  make  a 
Ru't  of  them  refpedively,  who  (hall  be  pre-  lite  Rat^ 
fent  at  any  fuch  yearly  General  Meeting  as 
aforefaid,  then  and  there,  from  Time  to  Time, 
ieverally  and  refpeftively  to  zSk,{%^  rate,  tax 
and  charge  all   and   every  the  Owner  and 
Owners,  Occupier  and  Occupiers  of  all  and 
fingular  the  Lands  and  Grounds  fituate  and 
being  within  their  feveral  and  refpeftive  Di«^ 
ftrids  or  Divifions  (except  as  herein  before  is 
mentioned  to  be  excepted)  by  and  with  a  fur- 
ther equal  and  proportionable   yearly    Rate, 
Tay  or  Sum  of  Money,  at  the  Difcretion  of 
the  feveral  and  refpedtive  Commiflioners  for 
the  Time   being  of  and  for  the  (aid  laft* 
flicntioned  Diftridts  or  Divifions,  or  the  major 
Fart  of  them  chat  (hall*  be  prefent  at  any  fuch 

yearly 
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yes^ly  Generd  MeetiAg  ds  afof^fatd;  fo  ttiX 
fiich  furthet  or  additidndl  Tan,  or  Sum  of  Mo* 
r*  Sa«  °^y*  do  not^cecd  in  injr  one  Year  one  Slul^ 
''/'^  *  ling  for  ev^ry.  Acre  of  Land  or  Ghmnd  withib 
the  faid  laft  mentioned  two  Diftrifb  or  Din- 
fionfl  refpe&itelir  (except  as  before  exoepted)  i 
which  (aid  additiotial  Rates  or  Tastes,  fo  to  bcl 
ii^verally  and  refpedivdy  tasted  or  aflefled  b)r 
die  feveral  md  refpedtive  Cbttimifliohers  of  cM 
faid  three  IsA-mentiohed  Diftrifts  or  Divtfi* 
9ns  refpedlively  a^  afofefaid,  ihali  be  |»id  by 
the  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  the  Lands  of 
Grounds  Gon[i|>ri£ed  ki  the  faid  three  Diftrids 
of  Divlfions  refpedtively,  to  fdch  Ferfon  ct 
Perfons,  at  fuch  Timd  or  Tinibs^  and  id 
fuchf  N&nner  and  Proportion  as  the  refpe&ivit 
CdmmiQidfiers  for  the  Tiiiie  bising  of  the  Md 
three  Diftri£ts  or  Divifions  rdpeftively^  or  thtf 
finijor  Part  of  theitl  that  (hall  be  pftlktkt  at 
any  fuch  Meeting  as  aforefaid«  fball,  ftoftl 
Time  to  Time,  feveraily  and  rdpcftivcly  w» 
der^  dire£fc  of  slppoint  the  fame ;  and  ihall  hi 
applied  and  difpofed  of  at  the  Diferetion  of 
the  feveral  Gonlmiflioners  for  each  of  the  (aid 
Ihree  Diftridb  refpedlively,  or  the  major  Part 
of  them  for  the  Time  being,  prefent  at  theif 
refpe&ive  Meetings,  in  or  aboUt  the  parttcuku^ 
"Works,  Banks,  Drains^  Mills,  Engines  and 
other  Matters  and  Things  neceflary  for  drain<^ 
ing  each  of  the  faid  three  Diftrifb  or  Divift« 
0ns  refpedively ;  and  to  or  for  no  other  Uffi 
or  P  jrpofe  whatfoevcr. 
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i  fitltt  it  is  hereby  f ut-ther  enaftcd  by  the  An-  *l'he  Coaitotf- 
thority  aforefaid.  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  ^^^^^-'.^  * 
lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Gommiffioners  in  inr^yor^^ 
general,  or  the,  major  Part  of  them  for  the  thcbrain from 
Time  being,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  the  faid  Story's  Bar  to 
yearly  or  any  other  General  Meetings  to  make  North  Eaa 
and  widen  the  faid  Drain  or  Dike  from  Slory^s  ^J^^cd  ^^t 
Bar  to  or  near  North  Eau  Gravel,  and,  from  '       ' 

Time  to  Time>    to  cleanfe,    widen,    raife, 
ftrengthen^  build,  ereft  and  fupporr^  or  caufe 
to  be  cleanfedj  widened^  ralfed,  ftrengthened^ 
built,  ercfted  and  fupported,  all  fuch  Rivers^ 
Drains,  Outlets,  Dams,  Banks,  Bridges,  Mills, 
iBngtnes  and  other  Matters  and  Things  herein 
before-mentioned,  and  particularly  direfted  to 
be  done  by  them,  for  draining  the  faid  Lands 
and  Grounds,  except  as  before  excepted  j  and  and  to  maka 
alfo  to  take  and  ufe  fuch  Earth  and  Ground  "^®  °^  ^^!^^ 
near  or  adjoining  to  the  faid  Banks,  as  (hall  be  |^g  Banks*^** 
oecefTary  for  the  making,  raifing,  ftrengrhen*  making  Satis- 
ing  and  maintaining  thereof,  as  the  faid  Com-  fadion  to  the 
miflioners,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  who  Pff>P"«|ors  of 
fliall  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  yearly  or  other  Ge-  ^  ^   °*  • 
nerai  Meeting,  fhall  think  necefTary  and  pro- 
|)er  J  paying  fuch  reafonable  SaiisfaftiOn  to  ^^e 
jPerfon  or  Perfons  who  have  a  Right  to  the 
Sou  through* or  upon  which  any  fuch  River, 
Drain,  Outlet,  Dam,  Bank,  Mill  or  Engine 
ftudl  be  made  or  ereded,  and  for  fuch  Earth 
and  Ground  as  fhall  be  fo  taken  as  aforefaid, 
for  the  Damages,  he,  fhe  or  they  fhall  there- 
by^  fu(tain,  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  faid  G)mmiflioners,  or  the  major  Part  of 
.(hem,  who  fhall  be  prefent  ar  any  fuch  General 
Meeting,  and  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  having 

-Ff  fuch 
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Tbc  Commit  fych  Right  as  aforefaid  j  and  alfo,  that  it  Aall 
^fc"'^^  D^  ^"^  ^^y  ^^  lawful  to  and  for  the  rcrpeftive 
ftrl^  may  or-  Commiflioncrs  of  the  faid  three  kft-nr^entiooed 
der  the  Banks,  Diftrids  or  Divifions,  or  the  major  iPart  <rf 
Drains  and     them  for  the  Time  being,  who  Ihafi  be  prefeiK 
other  Works,  ^^  jj^^jj.  refpeftive  Meetings,  from  Tinae  to 
ftria^'tobe    Ti^^j  to  cleanfe,  widen,   make,  ccft,  build, 
icpai/cd,  Ssff.ereft,  and  fupporr,  or  caufe  to  be  cleanledi^ 
widened,  made,  cur,  builr,  crc&ed  and  (up- 
ported,  all  fuch  Banks,  Bridges,  Cuts,  Drabs, 
Dams,  Outlets,  Mills,  Engines  and  other  Mat- 
ters and  Things  within  their  faid  feveral  and 
refpeftive  Diftrifts  or  Divifions,  for  dratntf^ 
their  refpedive  Lands  and  Grounds,  (exce^ 
as  before  excepted  J  and  conveying  the  Wawts 
thereof  into  the  feveral  Rivers  or  Drainsliereffi 
before  particularly  allotted  and  appointed  far 
conveying  the  Waters  of  the  faid  three  IK* 
drifts  rcfpcftively  to  Sra,  as  the  faid  Commii^ 
fioners  refpeftively,  or  the  major  Part  of  them 
prefent  at  their  refpeftive  Meetings,  for  cbc 
Time  being,  (hall  think  neceflary  or  proper, 
paying  fuch  reafonable  Satisfaftion  to  the  Per* 
fon  or  Ferfons  who  have  a  Right  to  the  So9 
through  or  upon  which  any  fuch  Cue,  D^ain, 
Dam,  Bank  or  Outlet  (hall  be  made,  or  where- 
upon any  fuch  Engbes  or  Mills  (hall  be  efeft- 
ert,    for  the  Damages  he,  (!ie  or  they  ft^ 
thereby  fuftain,  as  (hall  be  agreed  upon  he* 
tween  the  faid  Commi(rioners  refpeftively,  or 
'the  major  Part  of  them  prefent  for  the  Time 
being,  and  the  Pcrfon  or  Pcrfons  having  fuch 
Right  as  aforefaid  ;  and  if  the  (aid  Commifli- 
oners  in  general,  or  the  refpective  CommJffio- 
hers  for  the  three  lafl- mentioned  Dlftrifts,  or 

the 
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tfic  thajor  Part  of  them  prefent  at  their  fe- 
fpeftive  Meetings^  for  the  Time  being,  and 
liich'Perfon  or  Pcrfons  having  Right  as  afore- 
laid,  cannot  agree  concerning  the  amount  of  Differences 
fuch  Damages^  then  the  fame  (hall  be  affefled  concerning 
and  acjjudgcd  by  the  Juflices  of  the  Peace^  or  damages  to 
the  major  Part  of  them,  at  their  next  or  any  ^^  Tn^^  ^^ 

I         *^  t    j^  r^  r^  r    t       r^        ^  thc  J  uftices  at 

dthcr  general  Quarter-Seffions  of  the  Peace,  their  Quarter 
td  be  hoMen  for  the  Ifle  of  £/y,  or  County  Sefilons. 
where  fuch  Damage  (hall  be  done^  who  are 
hereby  authorized,  impowered  and  required 
to  examine  into,  hear  and  determine  the  fame ; 
and  the  Determination  which  (hall  be  fo  made 
by  the  faid  Juftices  in  their  Quarter-Seffions  as 
aforefaid^  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive  to  all 
Parties. 

l^^OOftlCll  alwaysj  and  be  it  hereby  further  The  Lands 
euaded  and  declared  by  the  Authority  afore-  Jf^^^'^^^^  ^^^^ 
(aidj  That  nothing  in  this  Aft  contained  fhall  excluded  from 
'extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend^  to  give  the  the  IJ(q  of  the 
Commiflioners  for  putting  this  Aft  into  Exe-  publkkDrains 
cation,  or  any  of  them,  any  Right,  Power  ^^^^^  h^b^^' 
or  Authority  to  exclude  the  herein  before  ex  ^^i^^[ 
cepted  Farms,  Lands  and  Commons,  or  any 
of  them,  by  any  Dams  or  orher  Works  to  be 
made,  from  the  Ufe  of  the  feveral  and  re- 
fpeftive  publick  Drains  hereafter  to  be  made 
ufe  of  for  the  general  Draining  of  the  firft,  fv^- 
cond  and  fourth  Diftrifts  refpeftively. 

3nllf  it  is  hereby  further  enafted   by   the  owners  and 
Authority  aforefaid,    That  all   Owners   and  Occupiers  of 

Lands  in  the 
tft,  2d,  and  4th  Diilrids,  to  keep  the  Divifion  Dikes  of  a  fufHcicot 
"^  JD^pth^  azid  9  Feet  wide,  and  well  fccured,  b'r. 

Ff  a  Occu- 
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Occupiers  of  Lands  lying  and  being  within 
the  faid  firft,  fecond  and  fourth  Di(tri£b  Or 
Divifions  aforcfaid,  (hall,  from  Time  to  Time, 
and  at  all  Times  hereafter,  keep,  or  caufe  to 
be  kepr,  all  the  Outring  or  Divifion  Dikes  or 
Drains  belonging  to  them  refpedtively,  of  a 
fufficient  Depth,  and  of  the  Breadth  or  Wide« 
neis  of  nine  Fc^t  at  the  leaft ;  and  (hall  alfo, 
from  Time  to  Time,  and  at  all  Times  hereafter, 
caufe  the  fame  Drains  or  Dikes  to  be  well  and 
effedually  roaded,  fcoured  and  cleanied  from 
Weeds  and  other  Rubbilh  and  ObftruAions,. 
and  caufe  Bridges  or  Tunnels  to  be  laid  therein 
where  neceflary,  for  the  betrer  ifTuing,  run- 
ning and  conveying  away  the  Waters  therein  & 
and  if  any  fuch  Owner  or  Occupier  fhall  not, 
within  fourteen  Days  next  after  Notice  and' 
Dircdlion  to  or  for  him  or  her  given  or  left 
in  that  behalf,  in  Writing  under  the  Hands 
of  two  or  more  of  the  Commiflioners  for  the 
Diftrid  or  Divifion  where  fuch  Lands  lie  re- 
fpcdtively,  caufe  and  procure  fuch  Drains  or 
Dikes  to  be  roaded,  fcoured,  clcanfed,  deepen- 
ed and  widened  refpedtivcly,  and  fuch  Tunnek 
and  Bridges  to  be  laid  in  purfuancc  of  and  ac- 
anJonNffglea  wording  lofuch  Noticcland  Diredion  5  the  faid 
thereof.  Com-  Commiflioners  ior   the   Dillrift  or    DiviGon 
miflloiiersmay  wherein  fuch  Work  is  direded  to  be  done  as 
kz  Men  to      aforefaid,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  (hall 
'  and  may,  and  ihey  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  caufe  the  tame  to  be  done  in  a  pro- 
pe?  and  ctfcdtuul   Manner,  and  by   Warrant 
under  their  Hands  and  Seals^  or  the  Hands 
and  SVa!s  of  any  two  or  more  of  them,  to  au- 
thorize or  impowcr  ;heir  Colledor  or  Colleftors, 

or 
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or  any  other  Perfon  or  Pcrfons,  to  levy  and  and  levy  the 
raife  the  Charge  and  Expence  of  doing  thereof,  ^!'^''S^'  ^Y 
hy  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of  fuch  Goods  and  Chat-  g^^^''^'  *"^ 
tdsas  (hall  at  any  Time  thereafter  be  found  on 
the  I^nds  or  Grounds  to  which  fuch  Drains  or 
Dike?,  Bridges  or  Tunnels,  fhall  appertain  or 
ixriong;   rendering   the  Overplus,  if  any,  to 
the  Owner  or  Owners  thereof. 

SInll  whereas  the  faid  John  Duke  of  Bed-  The  Duke  of 
ford  is  fole  and  abfolute  Owner  and  Proprie-  Bedford  to 
tor  of  all  the  Lands  and  Grounds  comprized  ^^^^"^«  ^^ 
fn  the  faid  third  diftrift  or  Divifion;  now  it  drain's  and 
is  hereby  further  enaAed  by  the  Authority  other  Worki 
afbrefaid,  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  in  the  third 
and  for  the  faid  J^bn  Duke  of  Bedford,  his  ^^^^"^• 
Heirs  and  Affigns,  from  Time  to  Time,  to 
clean(e,  widen,  make,  cur,   build,  ereft  and 
(iipporr,  or  caufc  to  be  cleanfed,   widened, 
made,  cur,  built,  erefted  and  fupported,  all 
Aich  Banks,    Cuts,   Drains,  Dams,    Outlets, 
Mills,  Engines  and  other  Matters  and  Things, 
within,  upon,  and  through  the  faid  third  Di- 
ftridt  or  Divifion,  for  the  Draining  and  De- 
fending the  fame,  and  conveying  the  Waters 
thereof   into  the   feveral    Rivers  or    Drains 
herein  before  particularly  allotted  and  appoint- 
ed for  conveying  the  Waters  of  the  faid  third 
Diftrid  to  Sea,  as  the  faid  John  Duke  of  Bed- 
fbrd^  his  Heirs  or  Affigns,  fhall  think  necef- 
fery  or  proper. 

3110  whereas  the  faid  Thomas  Orby  Hunter  Thomas  Orby 
•fe  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Crowland,  and  Owner  Jj'^Xa^d 
•and  Proprietor  of  all  the  Lands  and  Grounds  fupport  the 
comprized  in  the  faid  fifth  Diftrift,   except  Drains  and 
about  four  hundred  Acres  which  are  the  Pro-  other  Works 
■  '  Ff3  percy  i?/^!  ^^^^ 
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perty  of  Beverley  Butler,  Efq;  and  eightccq 
Acres  of  Land  held  by  the  Parfon  of  Crow^ 
land  for  the  Time  being,  and  four  Acres  called 
PlaceTard'9  but  all  which  Lands  fo  excepted 
cannot  be  drained  according  to  the  Intention 
of  this  Ad,  buc  through  fome  oi  the  Drains, 
Banks  or  Works  belonging  to  the  laid  Tionw 
Orby  Hunter ;  now  it  is  hereby  further  enaftcd 
by  the  Authority  aforelaid.  That  it  fhali  and 
jnay  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Thomas  Oriy 
Hunter^  his  Heirs  and  Afljgns,  from  Tiaie  10 
Time,  to  clcanfe,  widen,  make,  cur,  build, 
ereft  and  fupporr,  or  caufe  to  be  cleanfed,  wi- 
dened, made,  cur,  built,  credcd  and  fup* 
ported,  ail  fuch  Banks,  Cuts,  Drains,  Pams, 
Outlets,  Mills,  Engines  and  oth^r  MaiCersand 
Things,  within,  upon  and  through  the  Lands 
^nd  Grounds  within  the  faid  laft-r mentioned 
Piftri(5t  or  Divifion-  contained,  for  the  drain-' 
ing  and  defending  the  fame,  and  conveying 
the  Waters  thereof  into  the  feveral  Rivers  or 
Drains  herein  before  particularly  allotted  and 
appointed  for  conveying  the  Waters  of  the 
faid  fifth  Diftrift  to  Sea,  as  the  faid  Thomas 
Orby  Hunttr^  his  Heirs  or  Affigns,  (hall  think 
5itc0ption.      necelfary  or  proper;  except  within,  upon  or 

through  the  Lands  of  the  faid  Beverly  Butler^ 
unlefs  .the  Confent  of  the  faid  B^terley  Butkr, 
or  of  him,  her  or  them  to  whom  the  free- 
hold Inherirance,  Remainder  or  Reverlion  of 
that  his  Eftate,  (hall  hereafter  of  Right  come, 
belong,  or  appertain,  be  firft  had  or  ob- 
tained in  Writing,  for  the  doing  any  Work  or 
Works. whatfoever  thereon. 
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QiltQi  furibcr  it  is  hereby  enafted  and  de-  Beverley  Boti 
^arod.  That  it  (ball  and  may  be  lawful  fo  and  ^^^''^y  «'«^ 
for  the  (aid  Beverley  Staler,  his  Heirs  and  Af-  SllfiT"* 
iigpSy  to  ere£i;  and  fupport  upon  the  South  (draining  the 
Piart  of  bis  laid  four  hundred  Acres  before- Waters  from 
mentioned,  one  Mill  for  the  better  draining  ^^«  Ground 
Ibe  Waters  therefrom  through  Dowfdale  Bank  JiJ^"^*"^  to 
iocpthe  (aid  River  Old  Smith  EaUy  if  the  faid 
Beverly  BuHer^  his  Heirs  or  Affigns,   (hall 
chink  proper. 

I^JQllillfll  always  neverthelefs,    and  it  is  TheWatersof 
hereby  enafl-ed  and  declared,  That  no  Cur,  particular  Di- 
River,  Drain  or  Outlet,  Mill,  Engine  or  other  JJ^|^^^'  ^  ^ 
]>eviGe,  (hall  be  made,  cut,  fct  up,  ufed  or  ^j^e^f^^^s  or^ 
employed  for  the  throwing,  draining  or  con-  Drains  allot- 
veyir^  away  the  Waters  ot  any  particular  Di-  ted  for  that 
^wdl  or  Divifion,  by  Virtue  of  or  under  the  P^rpofe- 
Authorities  aforefaid,   but  fuch  only  as  (hall 
leadt  throw  or  convey  the  Warers  of  each 
Piftri^  or  Divifion  refpeftively  into  the  parti* 
Cubr  Rivers  or  Drains  herein  before  particular- 
ly aHocted  and   appointed  for  the  conveying 
gc  Waters  of  each  of  the  faid  five  Diftrifts  or 
^  .  ivifipns  refpedively,  into  and  through  Shire 
tirain  to  Sea.     And  that  no  Mill  or  Mills,  Provifo  with 
Engine  or  Engines,  or  orher  Device,  (liall  be  nSt'onhc 
ji^orked,  ufed  or  employed  for  ihe  throwing  of  v^ate^s  in  the 
the  Waters  from  any  of  the  faid  Diftrids  or  River  of  the 
JJivifions,  at  any  Time  or  Times   when  the  Old  Sooth  - 
(Waters  in  the  faid  River  Old  South  Eau  (hall  ^«-   .^ 
be  nfiore  than  four  Feet  above  the  Level  of 
the  Soil  in  the  North  Level  near  the  faid  Ri- 
vcrj  ^)pofitc  to  H^'^haploade  Common. 

Ff  4  am 
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Engines  ettB-  3j||j  it  is  hereby  further  cnafted  and  dc^ 
thcXTePro'^'^'^^^^'  That  if  any  Mill  or  Mills,  Engine  or 
vifo,  may 'ibe  E"8'"^^»  ^^  ^^^^^  Device,  (hall  be  worked, 
flopped,  ufed  or  employed  for  the  throwing,  draining 
or  conveying  away  the  Waters  from  any  par- 
ticular Diftrift  or  Divifion,  contrary  to  the 
Provifo  herein  before  laft  contained,  it  (hall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Commtflk>- 
ners  for  putting  :his  Aft  into  Execution,  or 
any  two  or  more  of  them,  upon  Proof  there- 
of on  the  Oaths  of  two  or  more  credible  Wit- 
nefles  (which  Oaths  any  two  or  more  of  the 
faid  Commiffioners  arc  hereby  impowered  to 
adminifter)  by  Warrant  under  their  Hancb, 
to  order  and  caufe  the  going  or  working  of  alt 
and  every  fuch  Mill  and  Mills,  Engine  and 
JEngines,  or  other  Device,  to  be  flopped  and 
difcontinued  till  the  Waters  in  the  faid  River 
Old  South  Eau  (hall  be  fo  abated  as  not  to  b^ 
four  Feet  above  the  Level  aforefaid;  and  when 
and  fo  foon  as  the  Waters  (hall  be  fo  abated,  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Com- 
miflioners  for  putting  this  Aft  into  Execution, 
or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  and  they  arc 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  give  Autho- 
rity, under  their  Hands,  for  the  working  of 
the  Mill  or  Mills,  Engine  or  Engines,  th^t 
(hall  have  been  fo  flopped  as  aforefaid. 

^^  *■  may  be  more  eafily  and  effeftually  collefted  and 

received,  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authori- 
ty aforefaid,  That  all  and  every  the  Tenants 
and  Occupiers  of  the  Lands  and  Grounds 
y/hich  fhall  be  afTefTed  or  rated  by  Virtue  of 
this  Aft,  (h^ll  be  and  arc  hereby  required  and 

TO»d« 
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made  liable  to  pay  all  and  every  fuch  Sum  and 
Sums  of  Money  as  (hall  be  fo  afleOed  and 
raced  upon  the  I^nds  and  Grounds  in  their 
refpe^ivq  Occupations;  and  in  cafe  of  fuch  and fachastm 
Payment  by  any  Tenant  or  Tenants,  who  (hail  ^  Rack«nt . 
hold  the  Lands  or  Grounds  by  him  or  them  Jb^fiwal"* 
occupied  at  a  Rack-rent,  fuch  Tenant  or  Te- 
nants lb  holding  his  or  their  Lands  or  Grounds 
at  a  Rack-rent,  (hall  be  at  Liberty,  and  are 
hereby  impowered  to  deduct  and  retain  out  of 
his  or  their  Rent  all  fuch  Rates,  Taxes  or  Sums 
of  Money  as  they  (hall  fo  refpeftively  pay  as 
-afcH'efaid ;  and  the  feveral  and  refpe&ive  Land- 
lords or  Owners  of  fuch  Lands  or  Grounds, 
are  hereby  required  to  allow  fuch  Deduftions 
and  Payments  upon  the  Receipt  of  the  Refi- 
due  of  their  Rents ;  and  all  and  every  Tenant 
and  Tenants  fo  holding  at  a  Rack-rent,  and 
paying  fuch  A(re(rment  or  Rate,  (hall  be  ac^ 
quitted  and  difcharged  from  and  againfl:  his, 
her  or  their  Landlord  or  Landlords,  of  and 
from  fo  much  Money  as  the  AfleflTments  or 
Rates  by  him  or  them  fo   paid  as  aforefaid 
(hall  amount  unto,  in  as  full  and  ample  Man- 
ner, as  if  the  fame  had  been  aftually  paid  to 
bis,  her  or  their  Landlord  or  Landlords. 

3P?0Dfliell  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enadcd  ^^\?^^^' 
and  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  ?eMnJwif 
no  LeflTec  or  Tenant  of  any  Lands  or  Grounds  der  Biibopt 
charged  with  the  faid  Taxes,  who  (hall  hold  Leafes,  &rr. 
the  fame  by  virtue  of,  or  under  any  Lea(6 
from  any  Bifliop  or  Collegiate  Church  or  Col- 
J^e,  or  any  Ecclefialtical   Corporation,  Sole 
of  Aggregate,  or  the  Truftecs  of  the  Charity 
of  Ppirhrtugb^   or   other   benc(icial   Leafe 

what- 
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nvboclbever,  (hall  be  in  titled  to  dedodl.tbf 
Taxes  chargeable  by  this  Aft  out  of  the  Ront 
referved  and  payable  by  any  iuch  Leale  to  hisi 

ker  or  their  Landlord  or  Landlords;  .but  the 
(pdd  TaiKs  Ihall  be  charged  upon,  borne  and 

paid  by  the  LefTees  or  Tenants  ib  holditig  liidi 
Lands  or  Grounds  under  any  fucb  Lcafe  ai 
fiforefaid  i  any  thing  herein  before  contained  to 
the  contrary  thereof  notwithftanding. 
Rates  may  be     3tlll  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority 
Imed  by  Di-  aforefaid,  That  if  any  Perlbn  or  Perfons  (hall 
fireft  and  Sale,  f^fyf^  or  negleft  to  pay  the  rcfpeftivc  Rates, 
Taxes  or  Sums  of  Money,  which  (hall  be  tax- 
ed, charged  or   alTeiTed  upon  him,   her  or 
.them,  or  the  Lands  or  Gtx>unds  in  his,  faer  or 
their  Poffcffion  or  Occupation,  by  Virtue  of 
find  under  the  Powers  and  Authorities  of  thisr 
A6t,  within  twenty-one  Days  next  aftet  the 
&cne  (hall  become  due  and  payable,  and  De- 
mand made  thereof  by  the  Colleftor  or  Col- 
lectors appointed  to  receive  the  fame,  at  the 
Lands  or  Grounds  charged  therewith,  or  the 
.  Dwelling- houfe  of  the  Tenant  or  Occupidr 
thereof,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
fuch  Colledor  or  Colleftors,  or  for  any  other 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  by  Virtue  of  any  Warrant 
or  Precept,  under  the  Hands  and  Seals  of  atiy 
five  or  more  of  the  (aid  CommiiTioners  (which 
(aid  Warrant  or  Precept  fuch  Commiffioners, 
Or  arty  five  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  im- 
powered  and  required,  from  Time  to  Time, 
to  make,  as  Occafion  fliaU  require)  to  enter  into 
and  upon  the  Lands  or  Grounds  (o  rated  and 
.  taxed  as  aforefaid^  in  Pofieflion  of  fuch  Perfon 
or  Feribns  as  (hall  fo  make  Default  in  Payment 

as 
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as  aforefaid,  and  all  Mefluages  or  Tenetneinis 
thereupon  ftanding,  or  thereunto  belonging, 
with  the  Appurtenances^  and  to  levy  the  Sum 
or  Sums  of  Money  by  him,  her   or  them 
jpayable  for  iuch  Rare  or  Tax,  by  Diftrefs  of 
the  Goods  and  Chattels  which  ihall  be  found 
on  the  PremifTes  fo  charged  with  any  fuch  Rate 
or  Tax  in  Arrear  as  aforefaid  i  and  in  cafe  no 
fulBcient  Diflrels  can  be  found  on  the  Prer 
miiTes,  ic  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
£ich  ColIe£i:or  or  Colledors,  or  other  Perfon  or 
Pcrfons,  by  Virtue  of  fuch  Warrant  or  PfC-~ 
cept  as  aforefaid,  to  levy  all  Arrears  of  the  faid 
Taxes,  by  Diftreis  of  the  Goods  and  Chatties 
of  (he  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  making  Default 
in  Payment  as  aforefaid,  which  fhall  be  found 
in  any  other  Place  within  the  Kingdom. Qf 
GrM  Britain^  and  the  Goods  and  Chatties  fb 
diftraioed  to  impound  on  the  PremiiTes,  or 
take^  lead,  drive,   carry  away  and  keep  for 
the  Space  of  five  D^ys,  at  the  Cofls  add 
Charges  of  the  Owner  or  Owners  thereof,  leaf- 
ing at  fuch  MefTuage  or  Tenement,  Grounds  <)r 
Prcmifles,  Notice  in  Writing  of  the  Caufe  of 
fqcfa  Diflreis^  and  if  the  Owner  or  Owners  of 
the  Goods  and  Chatties  fo  diflrained  fhall  not 
pay  the  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  fo  aiTefled  or 
rated,  and  in  Arrear  as  aforefaid,  with  all 
Qiarges  attending  fuch  Diftrefs,  or  replevy  the 
doods  and  Chatties  fo  diflrained,  with  fuffi- 
cient  Sureties  to  be  given  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County,  or  High  Kiiliff  (A  the  Ifle  of  Efy^ 
according  to   the  Laws   now    in  Being  for 
Piftrefles  in  Calcs  of  Non-payment  of  Rent 

within 
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Diftrefs  iity  within  five  Days  next  after  fuch  Diftrers  made» 
be  fold  withia^and  Notice  thereof  given  as  aforcfaid,  the  Pcr-» 
i  Days.         fQjj  Qj.  perfons  fo  dift raining  (ball  and  may, 
with  the  Sheriff  or    Under-(heriff  of   the 
County,  Bailiff  of  the  Ifle  of  Ely^  or  Confta- 
ble  or   Head  borough    of   the  Parilh  where 
fuch  Diftrefs  fhall  be   made  (Avho  are  here- 
by required  to  affift  therein),  caufe  the  Goods 
9nd  Chatties  fo  diftrained   to  be  appraifed 
by  two  or  more  indifferent  Perfons,  to  be 
fworn  by  fuch  Sheriff,  Under-fheriff,  Bailift 
Conftable  or  Headborough   (who  are   here- 
by impowered  to  adminifter  fucb  Oath)  to  ap- 
praife  the  fame  according  to  the  bed  of  their 
Judgnient;  and  ^fcer  fuich  Appraifement,  it 
ihall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  (uch  Col- 
Icftor  or  CoHeftors,  or  other  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons making  fuch  Diftrefs,  to  fell  the  Goods 
iind  Chatties  fo  diftrained  for  the  beft  Price 
that  can  be  got  for  the  fame,  for  and  towards 
Satisfaflion   of   the  Monies  for  which  fuch 
Diftrefs  fhall  be  fo  made,  and  the  Charges  of 
taking,   keeping,    appraifing  and  felling  the 
Goods  and  Chatdes  fo  diftrained,  leaving  the 
Overplus,  if  any,  in  the  Hands  of  fuch  She- 
riff, Under-ftieriff,  Bailiff,  Conftable  or  Head- 
borough,  for  the  Owners  Ufe. 
if  the  Lands        J^JQllillCtl  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enafied 
^^\^  "**?'  *  ^"^  declared.  That  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid 
I)TftSs"nte  Lands  and  Grounds  ftjall,  at  any  Time  here- 
had,  the  Lands  after,  be  untenanted  or  unoccupied,  foihatn^ 
to  remain  as  a  fufHcient  diftrefs  can  be  found  for  levying  the 
Sccnrity  for     fajj  Rates  and  Taxes,  then  the  Lands  and 
the  Rates.      Grounds  chargeable  therewith,    fhall  always 
remain  a  Security  for  Payment  thereof ;  and 
all  Goods  and  Cbaciles,   which  fhall  at  any 

Time 
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Time  thereafter  be  found  thereon,  lliall  2lnd 
may  be  diftrained,  impounded,  kept,  appraifed 
and  fold  in  manner  aforefaid,  until  all  Arrears 
of  the  faid  Rates  and  Taxes,  and  the  Charges 
of  fuch  Diftrefs,  fhall  be  fully  paid  and  fa« 
tisfied. 

SntI  forafmuch   as  the  Monies  fo  to  be 
yearly  rated,  levied  and  colleded  in    Purfu- 
ance  of  this  A£t,  will  not  at  prefent  be  fuffi- 
dent  for  anfwering  the  Chat^e  and  Expence  of 
the  laid  general  Works  of  draining  and  pre^ 
ferving  the  faid  Lands  and  Grounds,  and  other 
the  Purpofes  aforefaid  ;  and  for  defraying  the 
reafbnable  Charges  in  and  about  the  pafCng 
this  Afti  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  by  the  j''^^^ 
Authority  aforefaid.  That  it  (hall  and  may  be  benifed  bv 
lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Owners  or  Occupiers  Annnitiet,  to 
of  the  faid'  Lands  and  Grounds  comprized  anfwcr  the 
within  the  faid  feveral  and  refpeftivc  Diftridts  '^^^"^^^ 
or  Divifions,  or  any  of  them,  or  for  any  other  §«iSiig  tht 
Ferfon  or  Perfons,  to  advance  and  pay  to  the  Land*, 
faid  Comroiffioners,  or  their  Treafurer  for  the 
Time  being;   any  Sam  or  Sums  of  Money^ 
norexceeding  in  the  whole  the  Sum  of  fourteen 
thouland  Pounds,    for  th^  abfolute  Purchafe 
of  any  certain  Annuity  or  Annuities,    to  be 
paid  and  payable  during  the  Term  of  thirty 
Years,  or  for  the  Life  of  any  fingle  Perfon,  as 
fhe  faid  Commiffioners,  or  the  major  Part  of 
them  for  the  Time  being,  who  fliall  be  prefent 
at  their  faid  yearly  or  any  other  General  Meet- 
ing, fhall,   from  Time  to  Time,  think  fie ; 
to  commence  refpcftively  from  the  refpeftive 
Times  fuch  Money  (hall  be  paid  or  advanced, 
4ind  to  be  computed  ac  fuch  Rate  or  Races  as 

•  flwU 
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ifeatl  be  agreed  on  by  the  faid  Coramiflionerf 

for  the  Time  being,  or  the  major  Part  of 

them,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  fuch  yearly  or 

toy  other  General  Meeting  as  aforefaid^  with 

the  Perfon  or  Perfons  paying  or  advancing 

fach  Money,  fo  as  the  Rate  or  Rates  To  to  be 

agredd  on  for  any  fuch  Annuity  or  Annuities 

Annoidcsfbr  for  thirty  Years,  do  not  exceed  fix  Pounds /^ 

30  Years  not  Jnnum  for  any  Sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds, 

IndTwafm.  ^^^  proportionably  for  any  greater  or  lefs  Sum  5 

gleJLife  7I.    and  fo  as  the  Rate  or  Rates  fo  to  be  agreed 

^Cent.       on  for  any  fuch  Annuity  or  Annuities  for  the 

fingle  Life  of  any  one  rerfon  do  not  exceed 
feven  Pounds  per  Centum  per  Annum^  and  pro- 
portionably for  any  greater  or  left  Sam  ;  and 
the  Purcbafe- money  for  every  fuch  Annuity^^ 
at  the  Rate  aforefaid,  is  hereby  appointed  to 
\       be  paid  to  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  thdf 
Treafurer  for  the  Time  being,  at  fuch  Times 
'  alfo  as  (hall  for  that  Purpofe  be  agreed  on  by 
and  between  the  faid  Parties  5  all  which  Annu- 
ities (hall  be  paid  and  payable  to  the  PurchaferS 
of  the  fame,  their  Executors,  Adminiftrators 
or  Affigns,  by  even  and  equal  half-yearly  Por- 
tions ;  the  firft  Payment  thereof  td  be  due  aC 
the  End  of  fix  Calendar  Months  from  the 
Time  of  paying  the  Purchafe^money  for  the 
fame. 
Awttities  to       Slllll,  to  the  Intent  the  faid  Annuities  may 
>cc^ged  onjjg  efFedlually  fccured,  and  duly  and  regularly 
*^'       paid,  it  is  hereby  furrhcr  enaded  by  the  Au* 
thoriiy  aforefaid,  That   the  faid   CommiflSo-' 
ners,  or  any   ten   or  more  of  them,  for  the 
Time,  being,  may  and  fliail,  at  any  of  the  faid 
General    Meetings,    by    proper    Inftruments 

or 
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or  De^s,  under  their  refpedlire  ijands  and 
Seals,  grant  fuch  Annuities,  to  be  ifiuing  out 
of  the  faid  yearly  Rates  or  Taxes,  or  any 
•Pkrt  Of  Parts  thereof,  for  fuch  principal  Sums 
as  (hall  be  fo  advanced  as  aforefaid  (the  Charge 
of  ftich' Grants  to  be  borne  and  paid  out  of 
the  laid  Taxes);  and  all  fuch  Annuities  Ihall  betndto.beTax« 
free  and  exempt  from  all  Parliamentary  and  free.  ' 
other  Taxes,  Duties  and  AirefTmenCs  what-* 
Ibever. 

^Ql)ftl0tl  neverthelefs,  and  it  is  hereby  If  k  OuM  to 
farther  enafted.  That  if  the  faid  Commifli-  thought  more 
oners,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  for  ^he^^^!»^ 
Time  being,  who  fhall  be  prefent  at  any  (bch  j^^y  borrow 
General  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  (hall,  inftead  ofMoneyataa 
gnmting  fuch  Annuities  as  aforefaid,  judge  it  Intereft,  not 
more  ad vifeable  to  borrow  Money  for  the  Pur-  ^  *^^^  5  k 
pc&s  aforefaid,  repayable  with  Intereft,^  at  Timcs^**   ^' 
to  be  agreed  on ;  or  (hall  think  it  proper  to  grant 
Amuities  in  Pare,  and  borrow  Money  in  other 
Parr,  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  then  it  (haH 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  (aid  Com* 
roiflioners,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  for  the 
Time  being,  who  (hall  be  pre(cnt  at  any  fuch 
General  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  to  borrow,  take 
up  and  receive  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money 
that  they  (hall  think  proper,  and  to  nwrtgage, 
charge,   a(rjgn  and  convey  or  incumber  the 
faid  Ratfcs  or  Taxes,  fo  to  be  aflTeflTed  and  le- 
vied for  the  (aid  general  Works  of  draining  as 
afoi'e&id,  or  any  Part  or  Parts  thereof,  with 
and  for  the  Repayment  of  the  Sums  fo  bor- 
rowed, with  fuch  Intereft,  at  fuch  Times,  and 
•with  liich  Provifoes,  and  Conditions  of  Re- 
•deiaption,  as  (hall  be  agreed  on ;  fo,  ncvcrthe- 
lefi,  that  the  principal  Money  fo  to  be  borrow- 
ed. 
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ed,  together  with  the  Money  received  for  t\^ 
Purchafe  of  any  Annuities,  fhall  never  exceed 
in  the  whole  the  principal  Sum  of  fourteen 
ihoufand  Pounds,  and  fo  as  the  Intereft  for  the 
Monies,  fo  to  be  borrowed  by  way  of  More* 
gage  as  aforefaid,  do  not  exceed  the  Rate  of 
five  Pounds  per  Centum  per  Annum. 
Monies  boN        ^nQ  it  is  hereby  further  enabled  and  de* 
«*^.^V*  ^  clared.  That  all    and  every  Sum  and  Sums 
^Smt  MMncr  ^^  Money  which  fhall  be  raifed,  borrowed  or 
u  die  Ratrt,  received^  by  the  faid  CommiflTioners,  or  any 
of  them,  or  their  Treafurer  or  Treafurersjr  for 
the  Purchafe  of  any  fuch  Annuity  or  Annui- 
ties, or  by  way  of  Loan  or  Mortgage  as  aforo- 
faid,  (hall  be  applied  and  difpofed  of  in  fuch 
and  (he  fame  Manner,  as  the  Rates  and  Taxes 
to  be  aflefled  and  levied  by  Virtue  of  and  un- 
der the  Authority  of  this  Aft,  for  the  (aid  gc* 
neral  Works  of  Draining,  are  or  ought  to  have 
been  applied  and  difpofed  of,  in  cafe  no  fuch 
Annuity  had  been  granted,  and  no  fuch  More* 
gage  n)ade. 
The  ^^^.^^     9ntl  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  and  dc- 
fhc^rft  Place  c'^^ed.  That  the  Rates,  Taxes  and  Sums  of 
In  Payment  of  Money  hereby  enadled  to  be  paid  for  the  laid 
Annuities,  and  general  Works  of  Draining,  by  the  Owners  or 
M^rt^gcs,     Occupiers  of  the  Lands,  Grounds  and  Prc- 
icftthwof!^'  mifles  aforefaid,  or  fuch  Part  or  Parts  thereof, 
as  (hall  be  particularly  charged  or  incumbred 
as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  charged  and  chargeable^ 
in  the  firft  Place,  with  and  for  the  Payment 
of  fuch  Annuities,  and  all  Arrears  thereof,  and 
of  fuch  Mortgage-monies,    and  the  Intereft 
thereof,  from  Time  to  Time;  and  (hall  veft 
in  the  refpective  Annuitants  and  Mortgagees, 
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ttpon  Default  of  ^ Payment  of  fuch  AnnUirics, 
and  Mortgage- monies,  and  Intereft,  until  the 
iame  fhall  be  fully  paid  and  fatisHed,  together 
with  the  Cofts  and  Charges  occafioned  by  the 
Non-payment  of  the  fame  j  and  the  faid  An- 
nuitants and  Mortgagees  refpedively,  their  re- 
fpcftive  Executors,  Adminiftrators  and  Af- 
figns,  (hall  have  the  fame  Power,  Rights  and 
Privileges,  of  raifing  and  recovering  the  Taxes> 
and  Sums  of  Money,  payable  by  the  Owners 
or  Occupiers  of  the  (aid  Lands,  Grounds  and 
PtrcmiiTes  aforefaid,  for  and  in  refpeft  of  the 
(kid  Annuities,  and  Mortgage- monies,  and 
Intereft,  in  cafe  of  Default  of  Payment  thereof^ 
as  the  laid  Commiflioners  or  their  Colledors 
-Could  have  had,  in  cafe  the  faid  Annuities  and 
Mortage-monies  had  been  regularly  and  fully 
paid  and  fatisfied. 

flttH  it  is  hereby  further  enafted.  That  the  Annuities 
laid  Annuities  (hall  be  deemed  perfonal  Eftates;  deemed  perfo- 
and  that  the  fame  Annuities,  and  the   faid  "^^^^^">  ^^d 
Mortgages,  and  Mortgage-monies,  (hall  and  Mongale?'' 
niay  be  aflignable  or  iransferrable  by  Indorfe-  may  be  aiEga- 
mcnt  on  the  original  Grant  or  Security  there-  ed. 
of,  or  otherwife,  without  Stamp,  to  any  Per-^ 
fon  or  Perfons  whatfoever  5  and  the  Perfon  or 
Perfbns  to  whom  fuch  Transferor  Affignmenc 
ihall  be  made,  from  and  after  tfee  Time  that 
the  iame  is  entered  in  a  Book  or  Books  to  be 
kept  for  that  Purpofe,  as  herein  after  is  di- 
rcAed  (which  Entry  is  hereby  required  to  be  pee  for  enter- 
made  upon  requeft,  and  producing  fuch  Af-  ing  of  Affiga- 
fignmenr,  and  paying  two  Shillings  and  fix"*«ow- 
fence  for  every  fuch  Entry)  Ihall  be  well  and 
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fufficlenrly  intitled  to  fych  Annuity  or.  An- 

.nuities,  Mortgage  Monies,  and  Intereft,  and 

.'all  the  Monies  due  and  to  grow  due  thereon. 

Affigneesmax     ^ttH  it  is  hereby   further  enafted.    That 

•ffigD  again    f^^^h  Aflignee  or  Affignces,   and  every  aftcf 

^^msaodis.    Affignee  and  Affignees,'lhall  and  may  in  like 

manner,  by  Indorfcment  or  btherwifc,  with- 
out Stamp,  aflign  and  make  over  fuch  Anno- 
ity  or  Annuities,  Mortgage  or  Mortgages,  and 
Mortgage- monies,  fo*  afligned  as  aloreiaid, 
And  (o  Mies  quoties^  as  Occa(k)n  (ball  require; 
every  fuch  AfTignment  being  entered  in  fuch 
Book  as  aforefaid. 
Books  to  be  3tm  it  is  hereby  further  cnafted  by  the 
provided  for  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Commiffi- 

S^ms"4rrow- ^"^''^  ^^^  ^^^'^  proper  Books  to  be  madci 
ed,  ^f.  the  and  kept  by  their  Clerk  or  Clerks,  Treafurcr 
Parties  and  or  Treafurers,  for  the  Time  being,  for  the  re- 
Datcs.  giftering  all  Sums  of  Money  which  (hall  be 

paid  and  advanced  for  the  purchaGngiuch  An- 
nuicies,  or  by  Way  of  Loan  or  Mortgage  as 
aforefaid ;  wherein  the  faid  Commiflioners 
fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  caufe  due:  and  re- 
gular Entries  to  be  made  of  the  Sums  paid  or 
advanced,  the  Times  wlien  paid,  and  the 
Names  of  the  Perfons  paying  the  fame,  and 
the  Annuities  or  Rates  of  Intercft  payable  for 
or  ia  refpedt  thereof;  and  alfo  the  Daces  of  all 
AflTignments  thereof,  and  the  Perfons  Names  to 
whom  affigned  •,  and  alfo  the  Times  when  any 
fuch  Annuity  fhall  determine,  or  any  fuch 
principal  Sum  fhall  be  paid  off  and  dif- 
*  charged. 
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f^lOllfllEtl  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  P<^t5r  Coin- 
fcnafted  and  declared.  That  no  Sum  or  SumsJJ^^^°"^"  ^°. 
of  Money  whatfoever  fliall  be  agreed  for,  ta-^£^.^^'^7 
ken  up,  or  borrowed,  for  the  Purchafe  of  any  the  borrowing 
iiich  Annuity,  or  by  way  of  Loan  or   More- of  Moneys 
gage  as  aforefaid,  by  the  faid  Commiflioners  at  ^*' 
any  fuch  Meeting  as  aforefaid,    unlefs  forty 
Comniiffioners  at  lead  (hall  be  then  and  there 
prefenr,  and  confenting  and  agreeing  thereto; 
and  that  no  further  or  greater  Sum  or  Sums 
uf  Money  (hall  be  fo  agreed  for,  taken  up,  ol: 
borrowed,  by  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any 
of  them,  at  any  one  Meeting,  than  the  Sum 
of  four  thouland  Pounds  in  the  whole. 

]p^Ot)ltlCll  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  wjje,,  jl,^ 
.enabled  and  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  Annuities  ftall 
That  when  and  fo  foon  asall  the  Annuities  which  ^^  determined 
(hall  be  granted  under  the  Powers  and  Auiho-  ^^^^^^l^^^ 
rities  aforefaid,  (hall  be  determined,  and  all 
Arrears   thereof    paid,    and   all   the  Monies 
which  fhall  be  borrowed  under  the  Powers 
aforefaid,  and  all  Intereft  due  for  the  fame, 
fiuU  be  paid  off  and  fatisfied,  it  fiiall  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  Commiffioners 
in  general,  or  the  major  Part  of  them,  who 
fliall  be  prefent  at  their  faid  yearly  General 
Meeting,  on  the  faid  firft  Monday  in  Jul)\  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered, 
from  Time  to  Time,  to  le(ren  and  reduce  the 
Rates  and  Taxes  which  (hall  be  rated  or  af- 
leffed  for  the  faid  general  Works  of  Draining, 
in  purfuance  of  this  Aft,  to  fuch  Sum  or  Sums  ^ 

of  Money,  and  in  fuch  Manner,  as  they,  or 
the  major  Part  of  them,  who  (hall  be  prefent 
ac  fuch  yearly  General  Meeting,  fhall,  from 
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ft 

Time  to  Time,  think  proper;  any  thing licrein 

before- mentioned   lo  the   contrary   notwiih* 

(landing. 

f  ^^'Srg?      2nll  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Amhority 

of  Commiffio-  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Cbmtaiffioners  ift  gc- 

new.  neral  for  the  Time  being,  or  the  m»or  Part  of 

them,  who  Ihali  be  prefcnt  at  any  Uich  yearly 
or  other  General  Meeting,  fhall  and  may  froni 
Time  to  Time  adjourn  themfelves  to  meet  at 
fuch  other  Time  or  Times,  at  the  feme  Place» 
as  they,  or  the  major  Part  of  thetii  prefent, 
(hall  think  fit  *,  and  the  laid  CbmmifliMers 
alfo  Ihall  and  may  meet  at  any  other  Time,  for 
putting  this  A6t  ifi  Execution,  as  ofcdi  ^  IbdH 
be  neccflary,  or  required  by  any  five  or  more 
of  the  laid  Commiffioners ;  fourteen  Days  No- 
tice being  given  of  every  fuch  Meeting  in  tHc 
Cambridge  and  Stamford  weekly  News-papers^ 
fo  long  as  any  fuch  News-papers  fhall  continue 
lo  be  publifhed,  and  in  fome  one  or  more  of 
the  Evening  Polls  publifhed  in  London. 

t^'^I^oS  ^"^  ^}^  ^"^^^^^  ^"^^^^  ^"^  declared  by 
for  Manage-*^  the  Authority  aforcfaid.  That  the  fkid  'Com* 
mcntofihc  miffioners  in  general,  or  the  major  ^rt  dP 
Works,  them,  who  fhall  be  prefent  at  the  faid  yearly 

Meeting  on  the  faid  firft  Monday  in  Jufy^  or  at 
any  other  General  Meeting  to  be  had  by  Ad- 
journment, or  otherwife,  in  purfualncc  of  the 
Power  aforefaid,  are  hereby  impo^ered  to 
make  and  give  fuch  Rules,  Orders  and  Direc- 
tions, for  the  better  and  more  orderly  Manage- 
ment of  the  general  Works  of  Draining,  herein 
before  particularly  direfted,  and  every  Thing 
and  enter  into  relating  thereto ;  and  to  make  and  enter  into 
Contrads.      fuch  Coutradls  for  the  Performance  of  any  fuch 

Work 
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\^prk  QT  Works^  and  for  fupplying  Mater ial$ 
for  ihc  fame,  as  they,  or  the  major  Pare  of 
fhem  prefent,  in  their  Difcretions  (hall  think 
prpper ;  ^nd  alfo  at  any  fuch  yearly  General 
fi^ccting,  on  the  faid  firft  Monday  in  July^  to 
p^C  ^nd  appoint  a  Secretary  or  Clerk,  and 
^ne  or  tpcjre  Trcafurer  or  Treafurers,  and 
one  Of  more  Su^-veyor  or  Surveyors  of  their 
yMOfks,  and  one  or  more  Colleftor  or  Col- 
le&qf^,  I^ccerver  or  Receivers,  of  the  faid 
^^^  and  Taxes,  an  Officer  to  be  refident  at 
Clcr^s^  C^ofs  herein  after- mentioned,  and  fuch 
QX^  proper  Officer  or  Officers  as  they  (hall 
mipk  (needful  for  the  taking  care  of  fuch 
Wqrk$,  and  for  collefting,  receiving  and  fafe 
keeping  the  Rates  and  Taxes  fo  to  be  affefled 
and  levied  as  aforefaid;  and  to  allow  and  ^P- oi^^^'*"^ 
P^ift^t  to  be  paid,  to  fuch  Officers  out  of  thcg^ijfj^^.^" 
W|d  ll^t^s  and  Taxes,  fuch  yearly  or  other 
Wages,  Salaries  and  Rewards  for  their  Trou- 
bles apd  P^ns  in  their  refpeftive  Offices,  as  the 
(aid  CprpmiiHioners,  or  the  major  Part  of  them 
tjut  fcall  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  yearly  Ge- 
peral  Meeting,  (hall  think  reafonable  and  pro- 
per ^  and  alfo  for  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or 
tbp  m;yor  Part  of  them,  who  (hall  be  preienc 
a?  axuy  General  Meeting  to  be  had  by  Ad- 
journment, or  otherwife,  from  Time  to  Time, 
t9  remove  and  difplace  all  or  any  of  the  faid  ^^^  ^^_ 
O^cet^  and  appoint  others  in  their  Places  or  n^ovetii^jn^ 
Steads,  as  often  as  they  fhall  fee  Caufe :  And 
all  aod  every  fuch  Treafurer  or  Treafurers,  and 
Colle^or  or  CoUeftor,  Receiver  or  Rcccivtrs, 
fb  to  be  appointed  as  aforcfaid,  before  ihey  (hall 
a(39:  in  the  Execution  of  their  feveral  Offices,  fhall 
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(give  fuch  Security  to  the  faid  Commiflioners, 

or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  in  Trull  tor  the 

Purpofes  aforefaid,  for  the  due  Execution  of 

their  refpcftive  Offices  and  Trufts,  as  the  Com* 

miflioncrs,  or  the  major  Part  of  them  who 

(hall  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  General  Meeting, 

Officers  to      ^^'1  i^  (heir  Difcretions  think  fit ;  fo  that  the 

give  Security.  Security  to  be  given  by  every  fuch  Treafiirfct 

be  not  for  lefs  than  one  thoufand  Pounds  for 

himfelf,  with   two  fufficient  Sureties,   in  th^ 

Penalty  of  five  hundred  Pounds  each;  and  fo 

that  the  Security  to  be  given  by  every  fuch 

Colledtor  or  Receiver  be  riot  for  lels  than  three 

hundred  Pourids  for  himfelf,  with  two  fufficient 

Sureties,  iq  the  Pen;ilty  of  ope  hundred  Pound? 

each. 

Accounts  to  be     QjiU  to  the  End  that  it  may  appear,  from 

ceipcs  and  Ex  ^^^icd  c^nd  collefted  for  the  faid  general  Works 
jer^diLqres.      of  Draining  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft,  and  how 

the  lame  hath  been  applied  ;  be  it  further 
enadcd  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That,  the 
Commifiioners  appointed  to  put  this  Adl  in 
ExecQtivon  fhall  caufe  one  more  f^ir  and  regu- 
lar Book  or  Books  of  AflefTment  of  the  faid 
Rites  and  Taxes,  fo  to  be  aflefTed  for  the 
faid  general  Works  of  Draining,  and  one  or 
more  fair  and  regular  Book  or  Books  of  Re- 
ceipts of  the  Money  v/hich  Ihall  arife  and  be 
received  therefrom,  and  of  the  Difburfements 
thereof,  to  be  provided  and  kept  by  their  Trea- 
f'lrer  or  Treafurers,  Colleftors  or  other  OfH- 
pcr?,  ;  wherein  fliall  be  fairly  and  regularly  en- 
^c:icd  a!l  and  every  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money 

that 
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that  (Hall  be  afleffed,  collefted  or  received,  by 
virtue  of  or  under  the  Authority  of  this  Aft  -, 
and  how,  when,  to  whom  and  for  what  the 
fame,  or  any  Part  thereof,  has  been  paid,  ap- 
plied or  difpofed  of. 

^nll)  to  the  End  that  the  faid  Accounts  Copies  of  the 
may  be  fairly  examined;  be  it  further  enafted  Accounts  to  be 
by  the  Authority  aforcfaid.  That  once  in  every  delivered  to 
Year,  on  the  Day  herein  before  appointed  for  •^^^J^J"^^^^^^^ 
the  (aid  yearly  general  Meeting,  the  Treafurerygaiiy  Gcne- 
or  Treafurcrs,  Colleftor  or  Colledors,  or  Re- ral  Meeting ; 
Ctivtr  or  Receivers  for  the  Time  being,  of  the 
laid  Rates  and  Sums  of  Money  fo  to  be  raifcd 
as  aforefaid,  for  the  faid   general  Works  of 
Draining,  fhall  attend  and  deliver  to  the  faid 
Commiffioners,   at  their  faid  yearly  General 
Meeting,  true  Copies  of  their  fevcra!  Books  of 
Acc6unt  of  the  Receipts  and  Difburfcments 
of  all  (uch  Sums  of  Money  as  fhall  have  been 
coIIeAed  or  received  by  them  refpeftively,  by 
Virtue  of  this  A6t,  from  the  firft  Monday  in 
yuJy  then  next  before  to  that  Time;  and  the 
faid   Commiffioners,    or    the    major  Part  of 
them,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  fuch  yearly  Ge- 
neral Meeting,  (hall  then  and  there  yearly  eled: 
and  choofe,  nominate  and  appoinr,  a   Com- 
mittee of  ten  at  leaft  of  the  faid  Commiffio-  Committee  to 
ncrs,  whereof  two  at  leaft  fhall  be  out  of  each  be. appointed 
of  the  faid  five  Diftrifts,  to  examine,  fetle^o  examine, 
and  adjuft  the  faid  Accounts,  and  report  ^l^^ir^'",'^^^^^^^ 
Opinion   thereof  to  the  faid  Commiirioners,  ^ 
at.  any  fubfequent  General  Meetings  and   ihe 
Treafurer  orTreafurers,andColle6toror  Collec- 
tors, or  Receiver  or  Receivers,  of  rhe  faid  Rarcs 
and  Sums  of  Money  To  to  be  raifed  as  arore- 
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faid  for  the  faid  general  Works  of  Draining,  are 
hereby  required  lo  attend  the  Committee  fo  to 
be  appointed,  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 
vi'xth  their  feveral  Books  of  Account  pf  the 
Receipts  and  Difburfements  aforefaid,  and  all 
Vouchers  for  the  fame,  at  fuch  Times  and 
,  places  as  the  faid  Committee,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  them  (hall  appoint ;  and  fuch  Accounts 
and  Vouchers  being  confidered  and  exaniined 
by  fuch  Committee,  and  Oath  being  made  of 
the  Truth  thereof  by  fuch  Treafurer  or  Trea- 
furers,  Colleftor  or  Colle6lors,  Receiver  pr  Re- 
ceivers refpeftively  (which  Oath  any  two  of 
the  faid  Committee  are  hereby  impowered  to 
^dminifter)  (hall  be  certified  and  reported  by 
fuch  Committee  or  any  five  or  more  of  them, 
Vfkh  their  Opinion  thereof,  to  the  faid  Com- 
miffioners,  at  any  fubfequent General  Meeting; 
and  the  CommilTioners,  or  the  major  Pari  of 
them,  who  fhall  be  prefent  at  any  fuch  Ge- 
neral Meeting,  are  hereby  impowered  to  allov 
and  pais  fuch  Accounts,  or  fgch  Fart  or  Part^ 
of  the  fame  as  they  (hall  fee  juft  and  reafona- 
Coplai  of  the  bjg .  ^j^^  ^\\  f^^^  Account  or  Accounts  oJF  fuch 

fdrtXeJcri^^^^  or  Farts  of  them,  as  (hall  be  fo  allowed 
ed'in  two  or  ^^d  pafled  by  the  faid  Commilfioners,  (hall  be 
moreSwsof  fairly  entered  in  two  or  more  feveral  Sets  of 
jQQks,  Off.     Books  to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe  ;  one  Set 

whereof  (hall  be  kept  with  the  faid  Commifli^ 
oners,  or  their  Treafurer,  for  the  Tirpe  being  5 
and  anothe*:  Set  thereof  in  a  Cheft  to  be  kcp; 
'  in  the  y^AtVy  Houfe  in  7berney  aforefaid,  under 
the  Care  ot  the  Steward  of  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Bedford^  his  Heirs  or  Afligns,  for  the  Time 
being :  And  the  faki  Sooks  (hall  and  may  be 
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infpedlied  and  perufed,  and  £xtra£i:s  takpq 
therefrom^  at  any  Time,  at  feafopaUe  (lo^nit 
by  and  at  the  Requed  of  any  of  the  Qwoe^f 
or  Proprietors  of  any  Part  of  the  faid  I^tifls 
and  Grounds  which  fhall  have  b^en  r^tec)  or 
taxed  in  Purfuance  of  this  A£t,  paying  onp 
Shilling  for  every  fuch  Inrpedion. 

Slntl  it  is  hereby  further  ensyf^pd  by  tb^Ocilleaorio 
jfluthority  aforefaid.  That  all  and  ?yery  CbUec-  W  ^  *• 
tor  and  Collcftors  of  the  faicj  Ratc^and  T^^TmSm. 
fb  as  aforefaid  to  be  afTcfled  for  the  faid  genenifl 
Works  of  Draining,  Iball,  from  T^aie  to 
Time,  pay  over  all  and  every  Sutn  aq^d  Suinf 
of  Money  which  be  and  they  fkatt,  froQi 
Time  to  Time,  coUeft  and  receive^  fof  or  9a 
acoHint  thereof,  unto  fuch  p9rl(m  or  Petfqi^ 
as  (hall  be  appointed  Treafurer  pr  Treafure^ 
to  the  faid  Commiflioners  for  the  Tjoie  beingp 
at  Icaft  twice  in  every  Year,  in  fuctx  manner 
as  the  faid  Commiflioners  for  the  Time  beingp 
pr  the  major  Part  of  them  that  fhaQ  be  pf^ 
fent  at  any  General  Meeting,  fl^If  order,  d|« 
redl  and  appoint. 

SnU  it  is  hereby  further  eoaded  by  th^  Cdkaort  cr 
Authority  aforefaid.   That  if  any  fuch  C6l*  Treafiiren  re- 
Icftor  or  CoUeftors,  Treafurer  or  Treafurcra,  **^8  ^  «• 
(ball  ncgleft  or  refufe  to  account  for  any  Sum^J^^^^^ 
of  Money  by  hitp  or  then;i  coUeded  Or  re- niet  in  their 
ceived  in  Purfuance  of  thi^  Ad,  to  the  faid  Hands,  to  te 
Cpmmiffioners,  or  any  ten  or  more  of  them^  cwoniitted. 
or  to  pay  over  the  Balance  which  (hall  appear 
■to  be  remaining  on  account  thereof,  in  his  or 
their  Hands,  to  fuch  Per fon  or  Peribns  as  the 
Aid  Commiflioners,  or  any  ten  or  more  of 
them,  (ball,  by  Writing  luider  their  Hands^ 

autho* 
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authorize  and  impowcr.to  receive  the  fame; 
then,  and  in  fuch  Cafe,  it  (hall  and  noay  be 
lawful  to  and  for  any  two  or  more  Jufticcs  of 
the  Peace  of  and  for  the  faid  Counties  of  JVi?r- 
tbampton^  Lincoln  and  Cambridge^  and  the  IQe 
of  Efyj  refpeftively,   at  a  Special  Scflions  to 
be  held  for  the  fame,  to  inquire  of  and  con- 
/.■';;//. cerning  fuch  Neglefts,   Refufals,    Non-pay- 
ments  and  Offences  ;  and  if  any  fuch  Colleftor 
.:?■'.         or  Treafurer  fhall  be  convifted  by  the  Ciid 
Juftices  of  .any  fuch  Negleft,  Refufal,  Non- 
payment or  Offences,  then  the  faid  Juftices 
fliall,  upon  fuch  Conviftion,  commit  fuch  Col- 
leftor  or  Treafurer  to  the  Common  Gaol  of 
the  faid  Counties,  or  Ifle,  refpeftively,  there 
to  remain  without  Bail  or  Mainprize,  until 
he  or  they  fhall  have  made  a  full,  true  and 
perfeft  Account  and  Payment  as  aforefaid. 
Meetings  and      ^Qllltl  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority 
d^lheC^m-^'  aforefaid,. That  the  feveral  and  refpeftive  Com- 
iniflioners  for  rniflioners  for  the  faid  firft,  fecond  and  fourth 
the  I  ft,  2d,     Diftrifts  or  Divifions,  or  the  major  Part  of 
and  4th  Di-     them,  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  the  faid  yearly 

^*^'' General  Meeting,  or  at  any  other  Meeting  to 

be  had  by  theCommiffioners  of  the  faid  three 
laft- mentioned  Diftridts  rcfpeftively,  (hall  and 
-   may,  from  Time  to  Time,  adjourn  themfelves 
to  meet  at  fuch  other  Time  and  Times,  and 
Place,  within  or  near  their  refpcftiveDiftrifts, 
as  they,  or  the  major  Part  of  them  prefent, 
*       fliall  think  fit ;  and  the  Gommiffioners  for  the 
faid  three  kft-mentioned  Diftrifts  (hall  alfo  and 
may,  fcverally  and  refpedively,  meet  at  any 
other  Time  and  Place,  within  or  near  their 
refpedlivc   Diftrifts,    for   putting-  in    Execu- 
tion 
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tlon  the  Powers  hereby  vetted  5n  them  refpcc- 
lively,  within  their  faid  feveral  and  refpeftive 
Diftrifts,  as  often  as  (hall  be  ncceffary,  or  rc^ 
qaiVed  by  any  two  or  more  of  *  the  faid  Com- 
jjiiffioners  rclpeftivcly,  fcven  Days'  Notice  in 
Writing  beiijg  given  of  every  fuch  Meeting, 
at  the  refpeftiv^  Places  herein  after  appointed 
for  the  Eleftion  of  the  Comn^ifliotieh  for  the 
feid  three  laft- mentioned  DiftriiSfcs  or  Divifions 
rcfpeftively ;    and  the  feveral  and 'rdpeftivc  Their' Ac- 
Commiflionersforthefaid  threelaft-mentioned^""^*  ^^  ^ 
Diftrifts  or  Divifions,  or  the  major  Part  of  J5JJJ~|J[^ 
them  refpcftively,    who  (hall  be  prefcnt  at  any  for  the  AppB- 
fuch  Meeting  ^saforefaid,   are  ^hereby  im*  cation  of  the 
powered  to  audit  and  fettle  theii-  relpeftivc  *^^"^on*^ 
Accounts,  and  tb  make  and  give  fuch.  Rules,  T^®^'  *°^ 
Orders  and  Dircftions,  for  the  better  and  more  ^ppginica, 
orderly   Management  of,  the  Money  to   be** 
raifed  by  the  further  or  additional  Taxes  here-*    * 
in  before  authorized  to  be  raifed  within  the 
faid  three  Diftrifts  refpeftively,  and  to  name 
and  appoint  fuch  Colleftors  and  other  Officers 
for  colledling  and  keeping  the  fame,  and  taking 
care  of  their  particular  and  refpeftive  Works, 
tts  the  faid  Commiflioners  refpedively,  or  the 
major  Part  of  them  prefent,  ftiall  in  their  Dif- 
cretions  think  fit. 

9nll  for  the  preventing  the  damming  up,^fonscon- 
flopping,  throwing  down,  burning,  demolifh- vided  of  mail- 
ing, deftroying  or  damaging  any  of  the  Ri-f^^^^y^^^- 
vers.    Drains,    Watercourfes,    Bankjf,    Mills, ^g][^y^j ^^ 
Engines,  Floodgates,  Sluices,  Doors,  Dams, works, to faf- 
Bridges,    or  other  Works  already   made  or  fer  Death; 
ercfted  for  or  towards  draining  the  Lands  and 
Qfounds  contait}ed  within  the  faid  feveral  Di« 

ftrids 
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(h-i&  and  Divififins,  pranyof  thqn,  or  here- 
after to  tje/raade^  ere^ed,  fuff)or(fd  pr  ni^- 
^ined  for  4ie  Piirpofesi  aforeikid)  t^y  Virtue  of 
or  gilder  fHp  Posvcr^  and  Authorities  of  t|^i$ 
^ft;  i(  is  hereby  ena£bed  by  the  Authority 
afi>refaid.  T^ac  if  any  PerfpQ  or  Perlbns  (baU 
^c  any  Titue  hereafc^  ipalif  ioufly  cut,  break 
OQWQ,  l^Pf  deoiolllh  or  deftrbv  any  Baqk, 
l^iH,  i&igii^e,  Flpod-g^te  or  Sluice  already 
iria^  qr  f rf^ed,  or  which  €iall  at  any  Time 
i^eitafter  be  making  or  erecting,  or  cc^de  or 
^edled,  fuppprted  or  maintained  for  anfwer- 
ing  (he  Pi^pofes  afbreiaid,  every  Perfon  or 
Perfons  fo  oflSsnding,  being  thereof  convidt- 
edf  Iball  be  guilty  of  Felony,  an^  fliall  fuffer 
t>eath  as  Felons,  without  Benefit  of  Clergy : 
ttd  coaviOedAnd  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  fliall  ac  any 
orfiopping  op.  Time  heres^fter  malicioufly  ftop,  dam  up,  de- 
&^^y  River  molilh,  damage  or  dcftroy  any  River,  Drain, 
^    '**"*       Watercourfe,   Door,  Dam,  Bridge,  or  other 

Work  or  Works  already  made  or  erefted,  or 
which  fiiall  at  any  Time  hereafter  be  making 
or  eredling,  or  made  or  erected,  fupported  or 
maintained  for  anfwering  the  Purpofes  afore- 
faid,  every  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  offending, 
being  thereof  convided  before  any  two  or 
more  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Counties 
s^nd  Ifle  aforefaid,  or  either  of  them,  who  are 
>  h^r^by  required  to  hear  and  determine  the 
f;%me,  on  the  Oath  of  two  or  more  credible 
tofcrfcitipoLWitneffcs,  (hall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  ofle  hun- 
dred  Pounds  to  the  (aid  Commillioners,  their 
Sqcceflbrs,  Heirs  or  Afligns,  to  be  applied  for 
the  refpeftive  Purpofes  to  which  the  faid  Rates 
apd  Taxes  are  thereby  direded  to  be  refpec- 

tivcly 
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{tif  applied ;   and  m  -  Default  of  Payment 
the  Perfon  or  Perfons  fo  oflSmding 
|l  be  fent  to  the  Houfe  of  Correftion  of  the 
^ttty  or  Ifle  where  fuch  Offence  Ihall  bte 
^jiimitted,  there  to  be  kept  to  hard  Labour 
^«fuch  Time  as  fuch  Juftices  (hall  order  and 
^^tS^'  not  exceeding  fix  Months. 
^aiLJp|Otifll0tl  always;  and  it  is  hereby  enaAed  Cojaimif 
r^'Xd  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  tomaino 
^fJ^  Commiffioners  for  the  Time  being,  for^f?^'^ 
^^tting  this  Aft  in  Execution,  (hall  at  all 
^  ^imes  hereafter  make,  fupjport  and  maintain 
?;ie  Banks  of  Shire  Drain  afore(aid,  in  aS  good 
j^d  fubftantial  Plight  and  Condition  as  the  beft 
T^art  of  the  Banks  of  the  faid  River  Old  Scutb 
J5mj  within  die  North  Level,  now  are,  or 
^rSx  any  Time  fllreafter  (hall  be  made,  fupport- 
^T^  and  maintained  \  and  (hall  alfo  at  all  Times 
^%ereafter  make,    fupport   and  maintain  the 
^  *Sluice,  Flood-gates  and  Doors  at  CUms  Crofs 
■*  liforefaid,  of  fuch  fufficient  Strength  and  Con-  an^  *e 
J  dition  as  to  flop,  rcfift  and  uphold  the  Land-  *^^^®w* 
*!  waters,  in  cafe  any  Breach  or  Overflowing  of 
^^  -the  Banks  of  Shire  Drain  aforefaid  (hall  at 
>^  &ny  Time  happen,  by  Means  of  fuch  Land- 
'■    waters. 

i        l^JQljftieQ  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further  J"  ^^^ 
f    cnaftcd  and  declared  by  the  Authority  afo^ c- ^^^" j^  ^^ 
(aid.  That  if  at  any  Time  hereafter  any  Breach  be  broke 
or  Overflowing  of  the  Banks  of  Shire  Drain  overflow 
aforefaid  (hall  happen  by  Means  of  the  L^and* 
waters  running  out  of  and  off  the  North  Le- 
vel aforefaid  into5i&/r^Dr^/»afore(aid5  then  and 
in  fuch  Cafe,  upon  Notice  given  to  an  Officer, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  Commiflioners  for 

thac 
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-that  Prirpdfc,  and  to  be  refidcnt  ikt  the  Cbt0 

aforcfaid,  by  any  Owner   or   Proprietor    of 

Lands  within  the  hundred  of  Wisbich  in  the 

f ^  faid  Ifle  of  £/|^  and  County  of  Cambridge^  or 

within  South  Holland  in  the  County  of  Lincolny 

the  Flood-gates  or  Doors  of  Clows  Crofs  afore- 

faid  fhall  be  immediately  (hue  down  by  fuch 

Ae  Flood- .  Officer;  and  in  cafe  of- fuch  Officer's  Abfence 

nieiat  Clows  from,  bis  faid  Place  of  Refidence,  and  in  De^ 

O06C0  he  .  fault  of  fuch  Officer*s  (hutting  down  rhc  faid 

ftiit  dowii«^  ■  .Flood-gates  or  Doors  immediately  after  fuch 

'        , Notice,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 

fuch  Ownej  or  Proprietor,  who  (halt  fo  give? 

Notice  as  aforefaid,  to  (hut  down  the  fame,  of 

caufe  the  fame  to  be  (hut  down  1  and  the  faid 

Doors  or  Flood-gates,  when  fa^ut  down,  iliall 

continue  (hut  until  fuch  BrcUb  of  Bank  of 

Overflowing  (hall  be  repaired,  (topped  or  dif* 

continue ;  any  Power  or  Powers  now  veftedirt 

any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  Rody  Corporate  or  Bo* 

dies  Corporate,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 

wife  notwithftanding, 

Commifliontri  P?OllHiell  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
not  to cxcrcifc  enatted  and  declared  by  the  Authority  aforc- 
•oyothfrPow-faid^  That  nothing  herein  contained  ftall  cx- 
2  ^^^  ^qJ!  tend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  give  any 
Sooth  Eao  Ri-  ^^^ ^her  or  greater  Power  to  the  Commi(fioners 
▼cr,  than  the  for  putting  this  Aft  into  Execution,  or  any  of 
Conservators    them,  in  or  over  Shire  Drain  aforcfaid,  or  the 

'^Sc**^'^^'  faid  River  Old  South  Eau,  or  the  Lands  and 

Grounds  adjoining  thereto,  or  for  the  making 
or  crefting  any  Works  in  or  about  the  fame,  or 
other  or  larger  Power  whatfoever  over  the  faid 
Drain  (except  as  aforefaid)  than  the  faid  Go- 

*  vcrnor.  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  of  the  Com- 

pany 
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pany  of  Confervators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens  now  lawfully  may  have  and  ufe ;  or  to 
take  away  from  any  Perfon  or  Peribns  whatfo- 
ever  any  Right  or  Righrs  they  now  lawfully 
may  have  in  and  over  the  faid  Drains,  or  cither 
of  them;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 
contrary  thereof  notwithftanding. 

l^JOtilllCti  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further  Confervaeon 
cnaftcd  and  declared  by  the  Authority  afore-  "^^  ^  cxcrdic 
faid.  That  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Com-  J"^,^^^^. 
monalty  of  tthe  Company  of  Confervators  ofn^Kgong^  or' 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  aforefaid,  (hall  the  Worlw. 
nor,  at  any  Time  hereafter,  have,  ufe  or  ex- 
crcife  any  Power,  Jurifdiftion  or  Authority 
whatfoever,  over  the  Commiflioners  named  and 
appointed,  and  to  be  named  and  appointed, 
eledted  and  chofen  for  putting  this  A&  in  Exe- 
cution ;  or  in  or  over  any  Part  of  the  Lands 
and  Grounds  comprized  in  any  of  the  faid  fe- 
veral  Diftrifts  or  Divifions,  or  in  or  over  any 
River,  Drain,  Bank,  Sluice,  Engine  or  other 
Work,  already  made,  or  hereafter  to  be  made, 
by  Virtue  of  and  under  the  Authority  of  this 
A61,  within  any  of  the  faid  feveral  Diftrifts, 
for  the  Purpofes  herein  before-mentioned,  other  other thanover 
than  and   except    the  Works   herein   before  ^^®^®'^P"^ 
placed  under  the  particular  Care,  Management  MrtlcukT**^ 
and  Diredion  of  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  Carc. 
and  Commonalty,  and  except  the  Powers  and 
Authorities  veftcd  in  the  faid  Governor,  Bai- 
liffs and  Commonalty,  by  the  faid  Ads  of  the 
fifteenth  and  twentieth  Years  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  or  either  of  them,  for  levying, 
recovering  and  receiving  the  Taxes  chargeable 

by 
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by  Virtue  of  the  faid  Afts  of  Parliament,  or 
bhe  of  th'em,  herein  before  dire£l:ed  to  be  re- 
ceived and  applied  by  the  faid  G)rporation,  in 
Manner  herein  before-mentioned. 
Limitation  of     |^|'QU^Q  alfo,  and  ic  is  hereby  furth^ 
CommiffioncTf  rafted  awd  declared  by  the  Authority  aforc- 
^^iaiT    ^^^^»  ^^*^  nothing  in  this  Aft  contained  IhaB 
jUSk  I  dctend,  or   be  conitrued  to  extend,  to  give 

to  the  (aid  Commidioners  for  putting  this  Aft 
,  into  ^Execution,  or  any  of  them,  any  Power 
V  or  Authority  in  Or  over  the  Bank  called  Dowf^ 
4ak  Ba^  (being  that  Part  of  the  Bank  herein 
befdrfe  defcribed  to  be  the  North  Eaft  and 
North  fiank  of  the  River  Old  South  Eak^ 
v^hich  reaches  from  Crowland  Town  to  Dorvf- 
liale)  other  than  and  except  the  Power  hereby 
{given  to  the  faid  CommiiHoners  of  raifing  and 
ftrehgthening  the  faid  Bank,  from  Time  to 
Timfe,  according  to  the  Dimenfions  prefcribcd 
by  this  A61 ;  but  that,  fubjed  to  the  aforefaid 
Power  of  raifing  and  ftrengthcning  the  faid 
Bank,  the  faid  nomas  Oriy  Hunter^  his  Heirs 
^hd  Affigns,  fhall  continue  in  the  Poifeflion, 
Uiage  and  Difpofal  of  the  faid  Bank  called 
Bo-ivfddle  Bank^  according  to  the  fiill  Intent 
and  Meaning  of  the  Provifo  made  in  that  Be- 
half in  the  faid  Aft  of  Parliament  made  and 
paffed  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  in  as  full  and  ample  Manner,  to 
all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  as  if  this  A6t  had 
never  been  made  5  any  thing  herein  contained 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith- 
ftanding« 
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8|(rt){tl0ll  alfo^and  ic  is  hereby  further  en*  and  over  fuch 
•acd  and  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  soulh^^aS"* 
That  nothing  in  this  A6t  contained  (hall  extend,  i^^\^  ^^^  ^ii 
or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  give  to  the  faid  DidMi 
0>tDiniffioners  for  putting  this  A&  into  Exe- 
cation,   or  any  of  them,  any  Power  or  Au- 
cboricy  in  or  over  fuch  Part  of  the  South  Bank 
of  ihe  laid  River  Old  South  Eau  as  is  included 
in  the  £iid  third  Diftrid  or  Divifion,  other 
chan  and  except  the  Power  hereby  given  to 
the  &id  G>mmiflioness  of  raifing  and  ftrength- 
ening  the  faid  Bank,  from  Time  to  Time,  ac« 
cofdiog  to  the  Dimenfions  prefcribed  by  this 
A6ti  but  that,  fubjedb  to  the  aforefaid  Power 
of  railing   and  (Irengthening  the  faid  Bank, 
flic  Gad  John  Duke  of  Bedford^  his  Heirs  and 
ikfl%n8,  (hall  continue  in  the  Poflfeflion,  Ufage 
and  Difpofal  of  fuch  Part  of  the  faid  South 
Bank  as  is  included  in  the  faid  third  Diftrift 
or  Dlvifion,  in  as  full  and  ample  Manner, 
to  4II  Intents  and  Purpofes,  as  if  this  A6k 
had   never  been  made^   any   thing   herein 
aontttned  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwiih- 
flaadiog. 

P|dl}fOetl  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further  ^^d  over  fech 
fnaded  and  declared  by  the  x^uthoriry  afore-  Part  of  the 
£adj  That  nothing  in  this  Aft  contained  fhall  South-weft 
extend,  or  be  cooftrued  to  extend,    to  give  ^^^^^  °^  ^^^ 
to  the  (aid  Commiffioners  for  putting  this  Aft  ^f "he  Nene  aj 
into  Execution,  or  any  of  them,  any  Power  as  is  included 
or  Amhoricy  in  or  over  fuch  Part  of  the  South-  in  the  firft 
weft  Bank  of  the  faid  River  Old  South  Eau^  Di^"^- 
otherwife  the  anticnt  Branch  of  the  I^ene,  as 
is  ilduded  in  the  faid  firfl:  Diftrid  or  DiviGon, 

H  h  oiher 
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Other  than  and  except  the  Power  hereby  given 

to   the    fkid  Commilfioners   of  railing  and 

llrengthening  the  faid  Bank,  from  Time  to 

Time,  according  to  the  Dimenfions  prefcribed 

by  this  A£t ;  but  that,  fubjedt  to  the  aforeiaid 

Power  of  raifihg  and  ftrengthening  the  (aid 

Bank,  the  faid  Henfy  Earl  of  Uncobij   his 

Heirs  and  Affigns,  (hall  continue  in  the  Po&* 

feflion,  Ufage  and  Difpofal  of  fuch  Part  6t  the 

faid  South-weift  Bank  as  is  included  in  the  £ud 

firA  Diftrift  or  Divifion,  in  as  full  and  ample 

Manner,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  as  if  this 

A(5t  had  never  been  made  \  any  thing  herein 

contained   to  the  contrary  thereof  notwith- 

ftanding. 

Perpetual  and.     ^ nil,  for  fupplying  and  continuing  a  fufr 

Cp°rmi£e7s  ^^^"^  Number  of  Commiffioners  for  putting 

for  the  fifft   *  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  Execution ;  be  it  further  ena&ed 

Diilria.         by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  Ri^C 

Honourable  Brownlow  Earl  of  Exeter^  his 
Heirs  and  Affigns,  being  Owners  of  the  Eftate 
the  faid  Earl  is  now  feized  of  within  the  (aid 
firft  Diftrid,  and  the  Right  Honourable  j^im^ 
Earl  of  Lincoln^  his  Heirs  or  Afligns,  being 
Owner  or  Owners  of  Highborcugb  Fen  and 
Lowborougb  Fen^  or  his  or  their  lawful  Attor- 
ney, fhall  always  be  and  continue  Commiffio- 
.ners  of  and  for  the  faid  firft  Diftrift  or  Divi- 
fion ;  and  that  fo  many  other  Commi(Iione«$ 
of  and  for  the  faid  firft  Diftrid  (hall  be  named 
and  appointed  annually  by  the  faid  Henry  Earl 
of  Lincoln^  his  Heirs  or  Affigns,  and  certified 
under  his  or  their  Hand  or  Hands  to  the  faid 
Commiffioners,  at  their  yearly  General  Meet- 
ing aforefaid,  as  (hall,  together  with  the  laid 

Eart 
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Eari,  his  Heifs  or  Aflignsi  or  his  or  their  At* 
toirneyr  make  one  Commiffioner  for  every  fiv« 
hundred  Acres  of  Land  charged  with  the  faid- 
Taxes,  which  the  faid  Earl  of  Uncaln^  his 
Heirs  or  Affigns^  ihall  for  the  Time  being  ba 
feized  and  poffefled  of  in  his  or  their  own 
Rights  within  the  faid  firfl:  Diftridt  %  and  that 
one  other  Q)mmiinoner  of  and  for  the  faid 
firft  Diftrrft  or  Divifion,  (hall  be  named  and 
appointed  annually  by  the  Lord  or  Lady^ 
of  the  Manor  of  Crowland  for  the  Tim« 
being)*and  Certified  under  his  or  her  Hand 
to  the  faid  Cbmmilfioners  at  their  yearly  Ge- 
neral Meeting  aforefaid;  and  that  every  Perfon^ 
Who  fhall  for  the  Time  being  be  feized  or 
pbflefied  of  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land^  or 
upwards,  within  the  (aid  firfl:  Diftrid^  and 

g lying  the  faid  Tastes  for  the  fame^  in  his  own 
^hr,  (hall,  during  the  Time  he  (hall  be  fa 
feh:ed  or  pofiefled,  be  a  Commifiioner  him- 
felf^  or  name  and  appoint  fome  other  Perfon 
to  t^  a  Commiflbner  in  his  Stead;  and  (hall  alio 
tarnt  and  appoint  k  many  other  Perfons  for 
CommifliOnerS)  a!s  (hall  make  one  Commifli^ 
oner  for  every  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  he 
Ihall  be  lb  feized  or  po(re(red  of  for  the  Time 
being;  and  that  fo  many  other  Commi(rioners 
of  and  for  the  faid  firft  Diftridi,  (hall  be  year)/ 
diofen  op  the  laft  Monday  in  June  in  every 
Year,  out  of  the  Proprietors  or  Occupiers  of 
Lands  within  the  faid  Dlftrift,  at  the  Town  of 
Eye^  by  fuch  Perfons  as  (hall  for  the  Time  be- 
ing be  (cized  or  pofle(rcd  of  twenty  Acres  of 
Land  within  the  faid  Diftrift^  paying  the 
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Taxes  cliarged  by  thts  AQif  in.  their  pwn 
Rights  for  the  fame,  as  toother  with  the  (aid 
Earl  of  Lincoln,  his  Heirs  or  A0igns|  or  bii 
or  their  Attorney,  and  the  faid  o^her  Coromif' 
fionen,  in  Right  of  Teixura  as  aforefak}  ^  and 
the  Commiffioners  fb  to  be  named  and  ap- 
pointed as  afbrefaid,  (hall  make  one  Commiffi-' 
oner  for  every  five  hundred  Acres  of  Xiand 
charged  with  the  &id  Tanesi  within  the  fiudi 
firfl:  Difl:ri(^,  over  and  libove  the  faid  Earl  of 
Exeter,  his  Heirs  or  Affigns  1  and  the  Pcribafli 
{o  elefted  ihall  be  cerci&^  by  the  Eie&on»  or 
tile  major  Part  of  thenf)^  (.9  the  iaid  Comcnifiin 
oners  ac  their  yearly  Genl^t^l  Moeting^  aa  a^xc- 
faid ;  than  the  Right  Honourable  Getifrgi  ffil^ 
Ham  Earl '  of  CoveMfy,  bis  Heirs  or  Affigt;^ 
being  Owners  of  the  Im^  the  (aid  l^in  14 
p  now  feized  of  in  Bufin^kdU  Moor^  or  a  Ferictt^ 

to  be  yearly  named  ^nd  af>pQinted  by  him  or 
them,  (hall  always  b^  a  Commifl^oner  for  the 
Forthefecond  faid  fccond  Diftrid  or  Divifpn  ;  and  that  one 
Dirifion.        Q^^gj.  Commiflioner  of  and  for  the  faid;  Second 
Diftrift  (hall  be  yearly  named  and  appointed 
by  the  Lord  or  Lords  of  the  Manor  of  P^«rii^ 
rough  for  the  Time  being :  And  that  every  Per- 
fon  who  (hall,  for  the  Time  beings  be  (eia^d  or 
polTcired  of  6v€  hundred  Acres  of  Land  or 
upwards,  within  the  laid  fecond  Diitrii^)  and 
paying  the  faid  Taxes  for  the  fame>  in  his  own 
Right,  (hall,  dyring  the  Time  he  (hall  be  b 
feized  or  poirt:(red,  be  a  Commiflioner  him* 
ftif,  or  name  and  appoint  ibme  other  Perfoo 
to  be  a  CommiiTibner  in  his  Stead  ;  and  (ball- 
alfo  name,  and  appoint  fp  many  other  Pcrlbni 
tor  CommifTioners,  as  (hall  roake  one  Commif- 

iioner 
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fiMar  for  evtry  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land 
kafluH  1^  6;}  feised  or  polTclTed  of  for  the 
Time  being  i  and  that  fo  many  other  Com- 
fliffioners  of  and  for  che'faid  fecond  Dlftrid 
fii  Dmfion  (hail  be  annually  choien  upon  the 
fiid  laft  Mwd0f  in  June  in  every  Year,  at  The 
ikg  in  tb4  Ddubkt  Inn  upon  the  North  Bank, 
4b  Idrts  08  the  &me  ihall  continue  an  Inn  or 
-Pttb}i€K  Houfe,  and  afterwards  at  fuch  other 
Place  as  the  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  faid 
jbifb'ifb  (hall  appoint,  out  of  the  Proprietors 
AX  (Oeoiipiers  of  Lands  within  the  faid  Diftrif):, 
bf  facYi  Perfons  as  (hall,  for  the  Time  being, 
te  foised  or  poflefTed  of  twenty  Acres  of  Latxl 
in  i^t  Diftfift,    paying   the  Tax^s  to   be 
charaod  by  >this  A£t,  in  their  own  Rights,  for 
^4ht  latSlts  ^  ft^ll  make  one  CommifTioner  for 
#ver]F  fifs  hundred  Acres  of  Land  charged 
-mkh  Che  faid  Taxes  within  the  faid  fecond  Di- 
'MiSt\  ill  which  CommifTioners  for  the  faid 
ftoodd  Dilliri^Si:  (hftU  be  yearly  certified  to  the 
^ud  OHiimiflloners,  ^  their  yearly  General 
Mieciiig,  in  manner  aforefaid  ;   that  the  faid  For  the  third 
-Jail^li^t  dt  Bedford  h\%  Heirs  or  Affigns,  ^'ft"«- 
4lir  Ilk  or  their  Wful  Attorney,  (hall  be  and 
'CMliiMie  a  CommifBoner  of  iand  for  the  faid 
IkUd  £>iftri£i:,  fo  Ions  as  he  or  they  (hall  be 
Imstd  w  potTelTed  or  B^ve  hundred  Acres  of 
t'i49d^   in  his  or  (heir  own  Right,  charged 
vicb  1^  faid  Taxes  within  the  fame;  and  chac 
'fiiitMi5r  other  GKnmiflioners  of  and  for  the 
'lUd^third  Diftridt  (hall  be  annually  named  and 
ifjijpoiiitcd  by  the  faid  John  Duke  of  Bedford^ 
4m  Heirs  or  Afiigns,  and  certified  under  his  or 
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their  Hand  or  Hands  to  the  faid  G>mmiOio^ 
ners,  at  their  yearly  General  Meeting  afore(aid» 
as  fhall,  together  with  the  faid  John  Duke  erf 
Bedford^  his  Heirs  or  Affigns,  or  his  or  their 
Attorney,  make  one  Comniiflioner  for  every 
five  hundred  Acres  of  Land  charged  with  the 
faid  Taxes  within  the  faid  third  Diftrifl:  or  Di- 
Forthe  fourth  vifion  5  that  every  Perfon  who  (hall  for  the 
Diftria,         Time  being  be  feized  in  Poffeffion  of  five  hun- 
dred Acres  of  Land,  or  upwards,  within  the 
faid  fourth  Diftridb  or  Divifioes  and  paying 
Taxes  for  the  fame,  in  his  or  their  own  Right, 
(hall  be  a  Commiflioner  himfelf  for  the  fiud 
fourth  Piftria:,  during  the  Time  he  Ihall  be 
\o  feized  or  pofTefied,  or  name  and  a[^>obt 
fome  other  Perfon  to  be  a  Commilfioner  in  bis 
Stead ;  and  (hall  alfo  name  and  i^ppoinc  fi> 
many  other  Perfons  for  ComniiflSonerf,    as 
(hall  make  one  Commiflioner  for  every  five 
hundred  Acres  of  Land  he  fhall  be  {o  feized 
or  pofleflcd  of  for  the  Time  being  \  and  that 
fo  many  naorc  Perfons,  being  Owners  or  Oc- 
cupiers of  Lands  in  the  f^id  fourth  Diftrift, 
Ihall  be  yearly  chofen  for  Commifl5ooers  on 
the  faid  lad  Monday  in  June^  at  or  near  CUfu^ 
Crofs^  by  fuch  Perfons  as  fh^U  for  the  Time 
being  be  feized  or  pofleflTed  of  twenty  Acres 
of  Land  in  the  faid  Difl:ri6t,  paying  the  Taxes 
to  be  charged  by  this  A6t,  in  their  own  Rights, 
tor  the  fame,  and  certified  to  the  faid  Com- 
miflioners,  at  their  yearly  General  Meeting, 
in  Manner  aforefaid,   as  fhall   make  in  the 
whole  one  Commilfioner  for  every  five  hun- 
dred Acres  of  Land  charged  with  the.  faid 
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Taxes  within  the  faid  fourth  Diftrift^  that  the Forike  fiftli 

faid  Beverley  Butler^  his  Heirs  or  AflTigns,  be-  ^^^^ 

ing  Owners  of  the  Land  now  poflefled  by  him 

in  Porfand  aforefaid,  or  one  other  Perfon  to  be 

yearly  nominated  and  appointed  by  him  or 

them,  in  his  or  their  Steady  and  certified  in 

Qianner  aforeiaid,  (hall  always  be  and  continue 

a  CommijpSioner  for  the  faid  fifth  Diftrid  or 

Divifion  for  the  Time  being*,  and  that  the 

fiud  Thomas  Orby  Hunter^  his  Heirs  or  Ailigns, 

or  his  or  their  lawful  Attorney,  (hall  be  and 

continue  another  CammifTioner  for  the  faid 

fifth  Diftrift  or  Divifion,  fo  long  as  he  or  they 

Ihall  be  feized  or  poflefTed  of  five  hundred 

Acres  of  Land^  in  his  or  their  own  Right, 

charged  with  the  faid  Taxes  within  the  fame ; 

and  that  fo  many  other  Perfons  to  be  Commif^ 

fioners  (hall  be  annually  named  and  appointed 

by  the  faid  Thomas  Orby  Hunter^  his  Heirs  or 

Afligns,  and  certified  in  manner  aforefaid  to 

the  faid  Commiflloners  at  their  yearly  General 

Meeting  aforefaid,  as  fhall  make  one  Commif* 

lioner  for  every  five  hundred  Acres  of  liand 

charged  with  the  faid  Taxes  within  the  faid 

fifth  Diftriift  or  Divifion,  over  and  above  the 

Lands  the  faid  Beverley  Butler  is  nowpofTcfTcd 

of%  which  faid  feveral  CommifTioners  foas  afore* 

iaid  nominated  and  appointed,  and  diredted 

to  be  yearly  nominated  and  appointed,  cle(3:ed 

^d  chofen,  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  be  and 

continue  Commiffioners  for  putting  this  A<5t 

an  Execution,  until  the  lafl  Monday  in  June  in 

the  next  fucceeding  Year,  and  from  thenceforth 

until  other  Commiffioners  flail  be  nominated 

or  appointed,  elefted  or  chofen,  in  their  re- 

fpeftivc  Places  and  Steads, 
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Q^nMctdta  ^JO^^^ll  always,  and  it  Is  hereby  enafted  and 
^}^f^^  »»•  declared  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  ewy 
?|  Jjg  £l^^'^^Pcrfon  that  fliall,  for  the  Time  being,  be  feizod 
ofoneormoreor  pofTefTed  of  twenty  Acres  of  Land  more 
Commiffio-  than  will  intitk  hinn  to  nanie  and  appoint  one 
acri.  Qr  more  Commiflioners  within  any  cf  the  faid 

Dif^ridls,  as  aforeiaid,  and  paying  Taxes  for 
the  fame  in  his  own  Right,  (hall  alfo  be  in- 
titled  to  vote  in  the  Eleftion  of  the  other  Com- 
mifTioners  for  the  Dlftrid  wherein  he  fliall  be 
fo  feized  or  poflefled. 

Kevr  Com-        1^20^^^^^  ^'^^)  ^^^  ^^  ^^  hereby  enaAed 
miffioncrs  to  and  declared.  That  if  any  Pcrfon  or  Perfons 
be  c^aed  m^  hereby  nominated  and  appointed,  or  bereai* 
luch  as  (hall  ^^  ^Y  Virtue  of  or  under  the  Powers  and 
die  or  be  dif-  Authorities  of  this  A£t,  to  be  nomtnated  or 
qualified.       appointed,  elefted  or  chofen,  to  be  a  Com* 
miflipner  or  Commiflioners  of  the  (aid  feverat 
Diftrifts  refpeftively,  or  any  of  thenn,  IhaR 
die  or  become  difqualified,  it  (ball  and  may 
be  lawful  to  and  for  the  feveral  Perfons  herein 
before-mentioned  refped:ively  to  eleft  or  choo(e, 
nominate  or  appoint,   and  certify  in  manner 
aforefaid,  fome  other  Perfon  or  Perfons^  proper- 
ly qualified  to  be  a  CommifSoner  or  Com* 
miffioners,  in  the  Place  or  Stead  of  the  Com- 
miflioner  or  Commiflioners  fo  dying  or  becom- 
ing difqualified  from  Time  to  Time,  as  often 
as  Occafion  (hall  require ;  and  the  Commif* 
fioner  or  Commiflioners  fo  elcfted  or  chofen, 
nominated  or  appointed,  (hall,  fro^  Time  to 
Time,  have  the  fame  Powers  and  Autbori- 
ties  as  the  CbmmiflTioners  hereby  nominated 
mid  appointed,  and  directed  to  be  yearly  nomi- 
nated 
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nRted  or  appointed,  and  eloftoi.  or  cboleOj  m 
manner  aforefaid. 

J^OdflKD  ^Ifo,  and  it;  is  hereby  further  CdmmiSoBin 
ona&ed  and  .declared  by  the  Authority  «if orc^ '®  ^*  *• 
faid,  That  the  fald  Commiffioners,  and€va7pj^2^ 
of  them,  before  he  or  they  take  upon  him-  ^f^  ^g, 
felf  OF  themfelves  the  E)Qecmiofi  of  any  of 
ibe   Powers   or  Autboritie$    hereby   giv^ 
them  (other  than  the  adminiftering  the  Oath 
or  folemn  Afiirmation  following  to  one  another) 
Aall  take  the  following  Oath»  or  beip$  ^  the 
People  called  ^uakerj^  the  foUowiqg  i2>)emi» 
Afl^mation,  viddicef'. 


I 


A.  B.  do  fw&$r  (cr  hmg  rf  /&?  P$opU 
€slled  Quakers,  do  filmnly  and  trufy  dfi^ 
ikn  ^d  ^rm)  'That  I  wiU^  without  F^tMmt 
mr  AffeBkUf  HaSrid  pr  MaUce^  ttyij  and 
impartially^  according  to  th  ieft  of  mf  Skiif 
ami  Knowkdgij  execute  and  per/mn  all  and 
m^ery  the  Powers  and  AudMrities  eftaiU/bed  iy 
m  As  mads  in  the  tmnty-fipoenth  Tear  rf 
Ae  Reign  of  bis  Majefiy  King  George  tie 
Second^  intitnied^  An  A6fc  for  diichargiflg  the 
Corpoiiatioa  of  the  Governor,  Baiufis  ar^ 
CDflonionalty  of  the  Company  of  Con&rwr 
men  oS  the  Great  Levd  of  th^  Fens,  coax- 
monly  called  Bedford  l^evely  from  a  Debt  due 
to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  JJnGolni 
and  for  enabling  the  Proprietors  of  Lands 
in  the  North  JUvd^  Part  of  the  laid  Great 
Levely  to  raife  Money  to  difcharge  the  Pro-? 
imtion  of  the  faid  JNortb  Level  in  the  Debts  of 
the  faid  Corporation  j  and  for  afcertaining  and 

appro- 
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atppropmting  the  Taxes  to  be  laid  on  the  faid 
Narib  Leveh  and  for  the  more  efibfhial  draining 
and  preferving  the  faid  North  Level,  and  di- 
vers Lands  adjoining  thereto^  in  the  Manor  of 
Crowland^ 

which  faid  Oath  or  Affirmation  any  one  of 
the  faid  Commiifioners  is  hereby  impowered  to 
adminifter. 

yferfonshold-       pjOtlftietl  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
"8 ^ P^« ^  enafted  and  declared  by  the  Authority  afore- 
this  Aa  dif-  ^^^^>  TYi2Lt,  no  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who  (hall  at 
qualified  from  any  Time  hereafter  be  poiTeiTed  of  any  Place 
voiiog.         of  Profit  under  this  Aft,  fhall  fit  or  vote,  or 
have  any  Power  or  Authority  as  Commif- 
i^oners  tor  any  of  the  faid  Diftrifts,  during 
the  Time  he  or  they  (hall  be  pofieflbd  of  any 
fuch  Place  of  Profit,  as  aforefaid. 
Proceedings        PjOtJfOCtli  always,    and  it  is  hereby  fur- 
Slmfffioncls^^^^  enafted  and  declared  by  the  Authority 
CO  be  entered    aforcfaid.  That  all  Orders  and  Proceedings  of 
and  figncd.     the  faid  Commiffioners,  at  their  General  Meet* 
ings  aforefaid,  (hail  be  entered  in  a  Book  or 
Books  to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe,  and  fuch 
Orders .  fo  entered  Ihall  be  figned  by  five  or 
more  of  the  Commiffioners  aflembled  at  fuch 
Meetings,  and  by  the  Clerk  or  Clerks  to  the 
laid  Commiffioners ;  and  fuch  Orders  (o  fign- 
cd, (hall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  origi- 
nal Orders,  as  fully  and  efFcftually  as  if  the 
fame  were  under  the  Hands  and  Seals  of  the 
major  Part  of  the  Commiffioners  then  aflem- 
bled 5  which  faid  Book  or  Booksy  and  alfo  the 

Book 
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Book  hereby  direded  to  be  kept  for  r^Ulering 
the  Securities,  Affignments  and  Transfers 
.aforefaid,  (hall  and  may  be  produced  and  read 
in  Evidence  in  all  Cafes  or  Suits  or  Aftions, 
touching  any  Thing  done  m  Purfuance  and 
by  the  Authority  of  this  Aft. 

PlOdf OeO  always^  and  it  is  hereby  farther  Limitttioa  of 
enadted  and  dedared  by  the  Authority  aforc^  Aaioos. 
&id.  That  if  any  Adion,  Suit  or  Information 
ihall  be  commenced  or  profecuted   i^inft 
any  ■  Perfon  or  Perfons  for  any  Thing  done 
or  to  be  done  in  Purfuance  of  this  Ad,  or  in 
Execution  of  any  of  the  Powers  and  Au- 
thorities hereby  given,  every  fuch  A£i:ion, 
Suit  or  Information  Ihall  be  commenced  or 
profecuted  within  twelve  Months  next  after 
the  Fad  committed,  and  not  afterwards ;  and 
ihall  be  laid  or  brought  in  the  (aid  Counties  of 
■  Northampton^  lAncoln  and  Cambridge^  or  the 
Ifle  of  £/y,  or  one  of  them,  and  not  elfe- 
where;  and  the  Defendant  or  Defendants  in 
fuch  A6tion  or  Suit  fhoU  and  may  plead  the 
General  IfTue,  Not  guilty ;  and  if  in  Reple-  Qeneral  Iflhe 
vin,  may  juftify  and  avow  by  Virtue  of  this 
A^,  as  Perfons  afting  under  and  by  the  Au* 
.thority  of  Commilfioners  of  Sewers  are  ena- 
.bled  to  do,  and  give  this  Ad:,  and  the  Special 
Matter  in  Evidence,  without  fpecially  plead- 
ing the  (ame  (other  than  as  aforefaid)  at  any 
Trial  to  be  had  thereupoh  ;  and  that  the  fame 
was.  done  in  Purfuance,  and  by  the  Authority       ^ 
of  this  A£t ;  and  if  the  fame  (hall  appear  to 
have  been  fo  done,  or  if  any  fuch  Adion  or 
Suit  (ball  be  brought  after  the  Time  before  li- 
mited 
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inked  lor  bnnging  die  iame,   or  fliall    he 
twMighc  in  any  other  Contityt  then  the  Juiy 
fliaU  find  Sot  the  Defendant  or  D^ndaots, 
Avovane  or  Ayoivants  ^  or  if  the  PJaifittflT « 
^aintifli    fliall  become  nonfuit   or    forbear 
Proiecution,  or  .diteontiauft  his  or  dieir  Suic 
er  Suits  ^  or  if  any  Jud^nEsent  ihaB  te  g^vea 
agtioft  hkn^  her  or  tbem,  upon  Demurrer,  or 
(Ocherifiiey  then  io  aoy  of  the  faid  Cales,  the 
Defendant  m  Defendants,  and  Avovrattt  or 
Doable  Cbfts.  AvDWiants,    (hall  locoirer  doufaie  Cbfts ;  fisr 
i¥hich  be,  flie  or  they  ihall  have  like  Remo- 
4dy  as  where  Cofts  by  Law  ace  awarded. 
Right  of  PlODIQCtl  always,  and  be  k  hereby  onaA- 

Lonlsof  Nia*  cd.  That  all  fudi  Right  or  Rights  as  any 
"^'^'^'''^'^  Lord  «r  Lords  ^of  any  Manor  or   Manorf, 
^     "^'       Ubertles,  Huadocd  or  Ha]fi4iuiidred,    lave 
Aeu&me    bid   ftoichta  |hs.  or  their  rd|bec« 
iive   t^/hiun  xx   Manors^  Liberties,    Hun- 
4ked  oe    Hal&'bondred,  within    dr   without 
ehe  (aid  fismiat  Diftri&s  or  DivifioEis,  or  any 
nf  tliemi  to  Waiffs,  E(lr»y^   Felons  Goods, 
Privileges  of  Arrrfts,  ^fcheats  and  all  other 
Royidcies,  not  prejudicial  to  rhe  Draining,  be 
bettby  iaved  to  them,  their  Heirs,  Succef- 
Ibrs  and  Affigns,  {ei^erally  and  i^fpedtivdy ; 
any  Thing  in  t^  Ad  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithftanding. 
and  of  tlie         dflfittg  aliby  and  always  reierving  unto 
Confervators   ^^  ^  Gwemor,  Bajiiiis  and  Commonaky 
and  otltrs.     ^p  the  Company  of  Confervators  of  the  Great 

Level  of  the  Fens,  and  dheir  Succeflbrs,  and 
to  oil  and  «very  other  Periba  and  Ferfons, 
bis,  ber  and  thdr  Heirs,  E^xcutors  and  Ad- 

miniftrators. 
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ininiftrators,  all  fuch  lawful  Rights,  Powers,' 
JurifdiAions  and  Authorities  now  vefted  in 
and  enjoyed  by  them,  as  are  not  hereby  taken 
away,  altered  or  repealed. 

9nll  be  it  further  enaded.  That  this  A&Tf^UkABt: 
(hall  be  deemed,  taken  and  allowed  to  be  a 
Publick  A&i  and  all  Judges,  Juftices^  and 
other  Perfons,  are  hereby  required  to  take 
Notice  thereof  a3  fuch,  without  ^)eciaUy  plead* 
iog  the  fame. 


AN 


'^•■■■*l 


A    N 


A      C      T 

>r  improving  and  preferving  the  Na- 
vigation from  Suiters  Load  Sluice^  in 
the  County  of  Norfolk^  to  Stand- 
ground  Sluice^  in  theCoimty  oiHun- 
tingdony  and  from  Flood's  Ferry ^  in 
the  Ifle  of  Ely^  in  the  County  of 
Cambridge^  to  Ramfey  High  Load, 
in  the  faid  County  of  Huntingdon^ 
and  alio  the  Navigation  from  Old 
Bedford  Sluice,  in  the  &id  County  of 
Norfolk,  to  the  River  iV^,  in  the 
Parifli  of  Ramfey,  in  the  laid  Coun- 
ty of  Huntingdon, 
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A  N  Ad:  for  improving  and  pre-* 
living  the  Navigation  from 
Salter  s  Load  Sluice^  in  the 
County^  of  Norfolk^  to  Standi 
ground  Sluice^  in  the  County 
of  Huntingdon^  and  from 
Floods s  Ferry^  in  the  Ifle  of 
Elji  in  the  County  of  Cam-^ 
bridge^  to  Ramfey  High  Load^ 
in  the  faid  County  of  Hun-^ 
tingdon  ;  and  alfo  the  Naviga^ 
tion  from  Old  Bedford  Sluice^ 
in  the  faid  County  of  Nor-- 
folky  to  the  River  iV'^;^^,  in  the 
Parifli  of  Ramfey  J  in  the  faid 
County  of  Huntingdon^. 

WHEREAS  the  Navigation  Preamble* 
from  the  Port  of  King^s  Lynn  to 
Standground  Sluice^  near  the  City 
of  Peterborough^  was  anticntly 
carried  on  from  Salthirn^  Load^  otherwifc 
Saherj  Load  Sluice^  in  the  County  of  Nor-^ 
folky  through  Well  Creeks  and  the  River  Nene^ 

li  CO 
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to  Flood's  Ferry ^  in  the  County  o^  Cambridge  \ 
and  from  thence  through  Ramfey  Meer^  Ugg 
Mcer  and  Whittlefen  Mter^  in  the  County  of 
Huntingdon  •,  but  the  Navigation  through  the 
faid  Meers  being,  at  all  Times,  extremely 
tedious,  difficult  and  dangerous,  and  very  fre- 
quently altogether  imprafticable,  the  Naviga- 
tion from  the  faid  Port  of  Kin^s  Lynn  to 
Standground  Sluice  aforcfaid  has,  for  many 
Years,  been  carried  on  from  Flood's  Perry 
aforefaid  through  a  certain  Drain  called  WhU' 
tkjea  Dike^  being  the  fafefl:  and  neareft  Paf- 
fage: 

SnQ  whereas  the  Navigation  from  the  Pa- 
ri(h  of  Ramfey^  and  the  adjacent  Places,  to  the 
faid  Port  of  King^s  Lynn^  will  be  moft  cxmve- 
niendy  carried  on  by  jRfo^iV  Frfry  through,  the 
River  Nene^  Well  Creek  and  Saltet^s  IJfad 
aforefaid  : 

^ItQ  whereas  the  Navigation  from  the 
Towns  of  Chaleris,  Maney  and  fFelneyj  to  the 
faid  Port  of  King's  Lynn,  has,  for  many  Years, 
been  chiefly  carried  on  through  a  certain  Drain, 
called  the  Forty-foot  Drain^  and  the  Old  Bed^ 
ford  River : 

3nll  whereas  the  Trade,  carried  oh  upon 
the  faid  Rivers,  and  through  the  faid  Creek 
and  Drains,  is  greatly  increafed ;  and  it  is  be- 
come neceffary  to  clean,  depthen,  widen  atxl 
fcour  the  faid  Rivers,  Creek  and  Drains  ^ 
which  cannot  be  effeded  without  a  conQdera- 
ble  Expence : 

$lni3  whereas  the  preferving  and  improving 
of  the  faid  Navigations  will  be  a  great  and  gqieral 
Advantage  to  the  faid  Port  of  King's  Lynn  aftd 

the 
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the  City  of  Peterborougby  and  to  all  the  I'owftS 
'  and  Villages  fituate  near  the  faid  Rivers^  and 
to  the  whole  adjacent  Country  2 

il4iry  U  therefore  pleafeyour  MA  J  E  S  ^1\ 

*rhat  it  maybe  enadedj  And  be  it  cna<5t«* 
ed  by  the  King*s  rrtoft  excellent  Majefty,  by 
and  with  the  Advice  and  Confenc  of  the  Lords 
%Mritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in 
this  prefent  Parliament  aflembied,  and  by  the 
Autliority  of  the  fame^  That  the  Governorj  Commitfdn^rt 
Bailiffs  and  Confetvatofs  of  the  Corporation  appointed. 
of'  the  Great  Level  of  the  t'ens,  called  Bed- 
ford  Leveli  fdr  the  Time  being  %  the  Mayor^ 
Reoofder,  Aldermen  ahd  Common  Council 
of  the  Corporation  of  Kit^^s  Lynn^  for  thd 
Time  beings  together  with  ten  Inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Peterhrough  \  fix  Inhabitants  of 
the  Town  of  IVhittlefea^  being  Ownecs  of 
Lands  in  the  Middle  Level,  within  the  faid 
Great  Level  of  the  Fens ;  fix  Inhabitants  of 
the  Parifh  of  lOaddington^  with  its  Members } 
that  is  to  iay^  one  Inhabitant  of  the  Town  of 
Hoddit^ton^  one  Inhabitant  of  the  Town  of 
Benwick^  one  Inhabitant  of  the  Town  of 
U^imblingtoHj  and  three  Inhabitants  of  thd 
Town  of  Marcbj  being  refpeftively  Owners 
of  Lands  in  the  faid  Middle  Level ;  four  In- 
liabiiants  of  the  Pari(h  of  Ramfey^  being 
Owners  of  Lands  in  the  faid  Middle  Level  % 
two  Inhabitants  of  the  Parilh  of  ChateriSy 
being  Ownef^  of  Lands  in  the  faid  Middle 
Level ;  two  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Ma* 
Iftpy^  being  Owners  of  Lands  in  the  faid  Mid- 
dle Level  I  two  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
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H^elmtyj  being  Owners  of  Lands  in  the  faid 
Middle  Level ;  four  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifli 
of  Upwelly  being  Owners  of  Lands  in  the  iaid 
Middle  Level ;  two  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifli 
of  Outwelly  being  Owners  of  Lands  in  the 
faid  Middle  Level  -,   four  -Inhabitants  of  the 
Parifli  of  Downbam^  in  the  County  of  Nor^ 
folk  \  two  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifli  of  Jbrap- 
fton\  two  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifli  of  JJlipy 
two  Inhabitants  of  the  Parifli  of  Oundle\  two 
Inhabitants  of  the  Parifli  of  Taxley ;  two  In- 
habitants of  the  Parifli  of  FUuon ;   two  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Parifli  of  EUon\  and  twolnha- 
,         bitants  of    the    Parifli   of  ^ornhaugb  with 
Wandsford ;  to  be  rcfpeftively  chofcn,  as  here- 
in after  is  diredled;  fliall  be  Cbmmiflioners 
for  preferving  and  improving  the  Navigation 
from  SaUhirn  Load^  otherwife  Salters  Loadj 
through  fFell  Creek  to  the  Town  of  OutweUy 
and  from  thence  through  the  River  Nene  by 
the  Towns  of  Upwell  and  March^  direftly  t6 
to  Fkod^s  Ferry  aforefaid,  and  from  thence  to 
a  Place  called  Ramfey  High  Load\  and  alfo  for 
improving  and  preferving  the  Navigation  from 
Floods s  Ferry  through  WbittUfea  Bike  to  Stand- 
ground  Sluice  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo  the  Naviga- 
tion from  Old  Bedford  Sluice^  through  the  Old 
Bedford  River  and  the  Forty-foot  Draitty  to  the 
River  Nene^  in  the  faid  Parifli  of  Ramfey  ;  and 
for  putting  in  Execution  all  other  the  Powers 
Commiflio.      ^"d  Authorities  by  this  A6t  granted, 
ners  for  Pe-       ^tlU  be  it  further  enadled,  by  the  Autho- 
tcrborough      rity  aforefaid.  That  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants 
TowJs  tT^^^  the  City  of  Peleriorougb,  and  of  the  faid 
chofen  annu-  ^^^^^l  Towns  and  Pariflies  of  fVbittlefea^  Doi- 
Myhy  ihtlti- dingtony  with  its  Members,  Ramfey^    Cbatt- 

iiabicants;  ris 
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m,  Matr^^  Welney^  Upzvell^  Outwelly  Down^ 
ham^  ^hrapfton^  IJlipy  Oundle^  Taxley^  Fletton^ 
Elion  and  Thornhaugb  with  Wandsford^  re- 
fpedively,  as  have  Right  to  aflfemble  in  the 
Vcftries  of  their  refpeftive  Towns,  Parifhes  or 
Chapelries,  fhall  meet  in  their  relpeftive  Vef- 
tries  upon  Monday  in  .Eafter  Week,  in  the 
Year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-' 
four  ;  and  fhall  alfo  meet  in  like  manner  upon 
Monday  in  Eajier  Week  in  every  fucceeding 
Year ;  and  choofe  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  faid  City,  Towns  and  Pariflies,  refpeftive- 
ly,  as  the  major  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  then 
prcfent  (hall  think  proper  (not  exceeding  the 
rcfpciStive  Numbers  herein  before  limited)  to 
be  Commiffioners  for  the  faid  City,  Towns  and 
Pariflies,  refpeftively,  together  with  the  (aid 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confervators  of  the  faid 
Corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
and  with  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Kin^s 
Lynn^  for  putting  this  A(5t  in  Execution. 

3nll    be   it   further    enafted.     That    theandtobeccr-r 
Churchwardens  of  the  Parifh  of   Saint  John  ^^^^  ^l  ^^^ 
the  ^aptiji,  in  the  City  of  Peterborough,  and  jensr       ' 
alfo  the  Churchwarden  or  Churchwardens,  Cha- 
pelwarden  or  Chapelwardens,  of  each  of  the 
(aid  other  refpeftive  Places,  (hall  tranfmit  a 
Certificate,  under  their  or  his  Hands  or  Hand, 
iContaining  the  Names  and  Defcriptions  of  the 
Jeveral  Perfons,  who  (hall  be  chofen  Comm:f- 
fioners  for  the  faid  City,  and   for  the  faid 
fcfpeAive  Places,   to  the  other  CommifTioners 
by  this  Adl  appointed,  at  the   next  Meeting 
to  be  held  after  the  Commiffioners  for  the  faid 
City,  and  for  the  faid  refpedtive  Places,  (hall  be 
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yearly  Value  of  twenty  Pounds ;  or  (hall  be 
poffefled  of  a  perfonal  Eftate  alone,  or  a  real 
and  perfonal  feftate  together,  of  the  Value  of 
five  hundred  Pounds ;  or  fhall  be  Heir  appa- 
rent to  a  Pcrfon  in  Poffeflion  of  an  Eftate  of 
the  clear  yearly  Value  of  one  hundred  Pounds : 
And  if  any  Perfon,  not  qualified  as  aforefaid, 
ihall  prefume  to  a<9:  as  a  Commiflioher  in  the 
Execution  of  this  Aft,  he  (hall,  for  every  fuch 
Offence,  forfeit  the  Sum  of  fifty  Pounds ;  to 
be  recovered,  with  full  Cofts  of  Suit,  by  any 
Perfon  who  will  inform  or  fue  for  the  fame,  - 
in  any  of  his  Majefty's  Courts'  of  Record  at 
Wefiminftery  by  Aft  ion  of  Debt,  or  upon  the  . 
Cafe,  Bill,  Suit  or  Information  j  wherein  no 
Effoign,  Proteftion,  Privilege  or '  Wager  of 
Law,  nor  more  th^n  one  Imparlance,  fhall  be 
allowed  4  and  in  which  Aft  ion  or  Suit  it  fhall 
be  only  n^ceflS^'y  for  the  Plaintiff,  or  Informer, 
to  prpve^  chat^che  Defendant  afted  as  a  Com^ 
tnillioner  in.  the ;  Execution  of  this.  Aft;  and  a 
y^rdift  fhall  be  found  againft  the  Defendant,  un-' 
kis  he  fhall  prove^  in  his  Defence,,  that  he  was,  at 
the  Time  of  his;fo  afting,  qualified  according  to 
t&e  true  Intent ^d  Meaning  of  this  Aft. 

Sltlll  be.  it.  further  enafted,  by  the  Autho-  Commiffionert 
rity  aforefeid, .  That  the  firft  Meeting  of  the  ^  .«*««' ^"  >^o- 
faid  Commiflioners  fhall  be  held  on  the  twelfth  March  Down- 
Pay  of  June  one  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  and  ham,  and  Pe- 
fifry-four,  at  the  Town  of  March*  in  the  Ifle  terborough. 
of  Ely^  in  the  County  of  Cambridge  \  and  that 
thp  fecond  Meeting  of  the  faid  Commiffioners 
fliall  be  held  at  the  Town  of  Downham^  in  the 
Coumy  of  Norfolk 'j  and  that  the  third  Meet- 
ing of  the  faid  Commiflioners  fhall  be  held  at 
ibe  City  of  Peterborough^  in  the  County  of 

Nor- 
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ffcrtbimpton :  And  that  the  faid  Commiffi(^ 
ncrs  may  meet,  from  Time  to  Time,  by  Ad^ 
journment,  or  otbcrwife,  at  each  of  the  faid 
Places,  in  the  Order  and  Courfe  herein  after 
prefcribed,  as  often  as  they  (hall  think  properi 
not  lefe  than  nine  of  the  faid  Commiflioners 
(whereof  four  at  the  lead  to  be  Commiflioners 
for  the  laid  City,  or  for  fome  or  one  of  the 
feverat  Places  aforelaid,  impowered  by  this 
AA  to  choofe  Comtniflloners)  being  prefent  at 
every  fuch  Meeting. 
A  General         PjJttHf H  aiways.  That  aCteneral  Meet- 
Meeting  to  be  ing  of  the  £Md  Commiflioners  (haH  be  annu- 
ht\d  annually  ^\\y  heJd  at  the  faid  Town  of  Mareb,  upon  the 
at  March.      ^j^^j  nwfiii^  in  Juguft  v  and  that  all  Meet- 

ings  of  the  &id  CommiflioneFs,  in  the  Inter- 
vals between  the  fetd  General  Meetings,  (haH 
be  held,  in  Rocation,  at  4he  £Eiid  Towns  of 
March  and  Dowftkamy  and  the  faid  Gty  of 
Feterborovgb^  except  where  a  Meeting  (hall  be 
ap^mnted  to  be  held  by  Notice  only,  and  not 
by  Adjournment  ^  in  which  Cafe,  fuch  Meet- 
ing (hall  be  held  at  the  Place  next  in  Rotation 
to  the  Place  where  the  next  Meeting  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  by  Adjournment. 
C^wRiiffioncrs     PjOl)f|l0Q  alfo,  and  be  it  ena£l:ed.  That 
to  adjoofsi  d9  jhg  faid  Commiffioners  (hall,  at  every  Mcct- 
*  ing,  have  full  Power  and  Authority  to  ad- 

journ de  die  in  diem^  and  meet  again  at  the 
fame  Place,*  until  the  Bulinefs  to  be  tranfadled 
and  defray     at  fuch  Meeting  (hall  be  compleated :  And  (hat 
their  own  Ex-  the  faid  Commiffioners,  at  all  and  fcveral  their 
peaces..  Meetings  to  put  this  Aft,  or  any  Part  therof, 

into  Execution,  (hall,  out  of  their  own  private 
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Monies,  pay  and  defray  ^11  their  own  Cbftrges 
and  Expences. 

9nll  be  ic  further  enafted,  That  Notice,  in  Notice  to  be 
Writing,  of  every  .Meeting  of  the  faid  Com- g*^^**  <^M^' 
miffioners  (except  of  the  Meetings  to  be  hcld*"8^' 
by  Adjournment  de  die  in  diem,  as  aforeiaid) 
fhaU  be  figned  by  nine  or  more  of  the  faid 
Commiflloners,  and  affixed  upon  the  Market* 
crofs,  or  in  fome  other  Publick  Place,  in  the 
Cities  of  Peterborough  and  Efy^  and  in  the 
Towns  of  Lynity  Downbam^  ChaPtcris,  Marcb^ 
fiamfey  and  Upwell^  afore^id ;  and  Ihall  be 
publifhed  in  the  Northampton^  Stamford^  Cam' 
kridge  and  Ipwicb  Journals,  and  in  one  of  the 
Evening  Pojls  in  London  (fo  long  as  fuch  News- 
papers (hall  continue  to  be  publilbedj  fourteen 
Pays  at  lead:  before  every  fuch  Meeting. 

jP20!>lllCtl  always.  That  no  Meeting  (hall  Meetings  not 
be  held  at  any  of  the  faid  three  Places  within  ^  K^®!^  * 
the  Space  of  fix  Days  before  the  twenty-ninth ^{^yw^ 
Day  of  Auguji  and  the  twenty-ninth  Day  of  5^- 
iember  in  any  Year  j  or  within  the  Space  of 
three  Days  after  the  faid  twenty-ninth  Day  of 
Augufi  and  twenty*ninth  Day  of  September ^  or 
during  the  Time  of  Lynn  Mart  j  or  within  the 
Space  of  three  Days  before  or  after  the  faid 
Mart ;  or  in  the  Week  in  the  Month  of  April 
wherein  a  Meeting  of  the  Gdvernor,  Bailiffs 
and  Confcrvators  of  the  faid  Corporation  of 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens  is  held  at  Ely  \  or 
in  Whitfun  Week,  wherein  another  Meeting 
of  the  faid  Governor,  Bailifis  and  Confervator^ 
is  held  at  London. 

9nti 


mrndSbtke,  Salthtm,  ' 
Shtiee^  and  OW  Bedford 
paid  to  the  CoIIeftiDr  or 

Sinted  as  herein  after  is 
^  'Bivte.  Goods  ibilowjng 
every  Childer  of  Coals 
every  Hundred  of  Batt< 
hundred  of  other  Deals 
Timber,  accounting  fori 
CaBifer  Mcafure;  for  e 
-Wool,  accounting  ten  1 
every  Weight-  of  Sale  ; 
Wheat,  Rape-feed,  Lin- 
ley,  Rye,  Peas  or  Beans, 
ters  to  the  Load  ;  for  ev< 
,  Barley  Big ;  for  every  cw 
for  every  Load  of  Reed 
or  Hemp,  redtoning  cwc 
to  the  Load ;  for  every 
every  thoufand  of  Tiles  ; 
dred  of  Bricks;  for  ev 
Stone ;  and  for  every  O 
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and  (hall  be  paid  by  every  Perfon  who  fhall 
carry  or  convey  any  Goods  through  the  faid 
Sluices,  up  or  down  the  faid  Rivers,  Creek  or 
Drains;  and  the  Monies  to  be  received  are. 
hereby  vetted  in  the  faid  Cbmmiflioners,  and 
(hall  be  applied  and  difpofed  of  for  the  fc- 
veral  Ufes  and  Purpofes  of  this  Aft,  and  to  no 
other  Ufe  or  Purpofe  whatfocver :  And  irt 
cafe  of  Negledt  or  Denial  of  Payment  of  the 
faid  Toll  or  Duty,  on  Demand,  the  faid  Col- 
kdtor  or  Colle£tors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  feize  and  detain  any  of  the  faid 
Goods  or  Commodities,  or  the  Veffels  carrying 
the  fame  -,  and  in  cafe  the  faid  Tolls  or  Duties 
(hall  not  be  paid  within  three  Days  after  fuch 
Seizure,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Colleftor 
or  CoUeftors  to  fell  the  Goods  or  Commodi- 
ties, or  the  VeflTcls  carrying  the  (ame,  fo  feized 
and  detained  as  aforefaid ;  rendering  the  Over- 
plus (if  any)  to  the  Owners,  after  the  faid 
Tolls  or  Duties,  together  with  the  reafonable 
Charges  of  feizing,  detaining  and  felling  the 
laid  Goods  or  Commodities,  or  Ve(rels  carry- 
ing the  fame,  (hall  be  facisfied  and  paid. 

P^ODfDeH  always,  and  be  it  enafted.  That  pig^^^.^oaj^ 
this  Aft  fhall  not  extend  to  reftrain  any  Perfon 
from  keeping  a  Pleafure-boat,  for  the  Purpofe 
of  rowing  or  failing  upon  the  faid  Rivers,  Creek 
or  Drains,  as  he  or  (he  (hall  think  fit;  nor 
Ihall  any  Toll  or  Duty  be  demanded  upon  ac- 
count of  fuch  Pleafure- boar,  fo  as  no  Goods  of 
Merchandize  be  carried  therein. 

P?OftiDell  alfo,  and  be  further  enafted,  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 
That  Oil-cakes,  Malc-duft,  Pigeons-dung,  and  exempted  ' 
all  other  Manure  and  Compoft,  of  any.  Na^  from  Toll. 

lure. 
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ture  or  Kind  whatfoevcr,  (hall  have  free  Pal* 

iage  upon  the  faid  Rivers,  and  through  all  and 

each  of  the  faid  Sluices,  without  being  fub- 

jeft  to  any  Toll  or  Duty ;  any  Thing  in  thii 

AA  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 

wile  notwichftanding. 

ExccptLinfecd     ]^|oDilietl   nevcrthclefs.    That  fuch   Oil- 

Oilcakes.      oakes^  as  are  made  of  Linfeed,  fhall  not  be 

deemed  Manure  within  the  Meaning  of  this 

Aft. 

Commiflioncrs     3ntl  be  it  further  enajfled,  by  the  Autho* 

toappointCol-rity  afore&id,  That  the  faid  Commiffioners^ 

nrft  Meetings   to  be  held  at  the  Town  of 
March  aforefaid,  have  full  Power  and  Autho^ 
rity,  by  Writing  under  their  Hands  and  Sealsf 
to  nominate  and  appoint  fuch  Perfon  or  Per-* 
'  fims^  as  they  (hall  think  fit,  to  be  Colledoif 
or  Coileftors  of  the  Tolls  and  Duties  hereby 
granted  \  and  alfo  fuch  Perfon,  as  they  fhall 
think  fit,  to  be  Treafurer  or  Receiver  of  the 
leveral  Sums  of  Money  arifing  by  fuch  Tolls 
and  Duties,  and  of  all  other  Monies  to  be 
raifed,  levied  and  paid  by  or  under  the  Au* 
CbllcfloM^andthority  of  this  Aft  (fuch  Colledor  or  Collec- 
Trca^rer,  to  ^^^^  giving  Bond,  with  two  fufficient  Sureties^ 
•^  ^*  to  the  Satisfaftion  of  the  faid  Commiffioners^ 

or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  for  the  due 
Payment,  to  the  Treafurer,  of  all  Money  ta 
be  collcftcd  by  him  or  them  •,  and  fuch  Trea- 
surer or  Receiver  alfo  giving  Bond*  with  two 
fufBcient  Sureties,  to  the  Satisfaftion  of  the 
faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  nine  ot  more  of 
them*  in  the  Penalty  of  two  thoufand  Pounds^ 
(or  4he  due  Application  of,  and  accounting 

I  for, 
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fott  the  Monies  by  him  to  be  received);  and 
ffnsil  alfo  adminifter  an  Oath  to  {ixh  Collector 
or  X^olle&ors,  for  xhe  true  and  faithful  execu* 
ting  of  his  or  their  OfHce  in  pi;  dbout  the  Prc^ 
mites:  And  the  faid  Colleftor  or  Collectors 
ihall,  upon  the  firft  Monday  in  every  Month, 
or  oftener>  if  required  by  the  faid  Commiflio- 
ners  or  any  nbe  or  niore  of  tl>em,  by  Wri- 
ting under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  pay, ,  or 
caufe  to  be  paid,  into  the  Hands  of  the  faid 
Treafurerer  or  Receiver,  all  and  every  the  Sum 
and  Sums  of  Money,  which  he  or  they,  the 
laid  Colleftor  or  Colleftors,  fhall  have  col- 
Icfted  or  received,  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft: 
And  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  nine  or 
more  of  them,  ihall  alfo,  at  their  firft  Meet- 
ings as  aforelaid,  have  full  Power  and  Autho- 
rity, by  Writing  under  their  Hands  and  Seals, 
to  nominate  and  appoint  a  Clerk,  and  Surveyor 
or  Surveyors,  for  doing  all  other  Matters  and 
Things,  which  may  be  neceflary  to  be  per- 
formed in  Execution  of  this  Adt :  And  fuch 
Colledor  or  CoUedtors,  Treafurer  or  Receiver, 
Qerk,  and  Surveyor  or  Surveyors,  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforefaid,  iliall  be  allowed,  out  of 
the  Monies  to  be  raifed  by  Virtue  of  this  Aft, 
for  their  Care  and  Pains  in  executing  their  re- 
foedive  Offices,  fo  much  as  the  faid  Commif- 
uoners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  (hall 
think  reafonable  ;  and  fhall  be,  from  Time  to 
Tioje,  removeable,  ac  the  Will  and  Pleafure 
of  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  nine  or 
more  of  them,  affembled  as  aforefaid  :  And 
all  Vacancies- which  Iball  happen  by  Death, 
Refignation  or  Removal  of  any  of  rhe  faid 

Officers, 


unlds-Kmofed  bf  the  £ii 
mny  oine  Or  in<H«  Af  chcm 
Meeting,  continue  in  lii 
Office  or  Offices  until 
Meeting  of  the  laid  Con 
third  ^ttr/J^  in  Augt^  ; 
'  Commillloners  then  afler 
Part  of  them,  Qiall  have 
thoricy  either  to  tbnfirn 
Ferfon  or  Fcrfons,  ib  ap 
rpedive  Offices,  or  to  i 
fhem,  as  they  Ihall  think 
others  in  their  Stead:  / 
Death  of  any  Colle£tc»-  or 
Treafurer  or  Receiver  fli! 
and  Authority  to  appoint 
fons,  as  he  Ihall  think  pr 
receive  the  Tolls  and  I>a 
till  the  next  Meeting  of 
ncrs,  fuch  Pcrfon  or  Perfc 
riiy  as  aforefaid. 
CbUefbn  not  JpJODtDeD  always,  Thi 
to  be  KccMH  r~>.„  .»  k^  «^^»:«»^  r^~tt- 
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jP20l}ftlCtl  alfo,  and  it  is  hereby  ena61:ed,"Sluice-keepcrt 
'That  the  Keepers  of  the  faid  Sluices,  called  ^^  J^^^PP^^"'" 

Standground  Sluice^  Sallhirn^  ^^^^^''^^^^  *^^^^^'''^tlic^Cofpora/ 
Laad  Sluice^  and   Old  Bedford  '  Sluice,    Ihall,  on  of  Bedford 
from  Time  to  Time^  be  appointed  and  paid  Level, 
by  the  Corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fens,  called  Bedford  Levels  and  be  under  their 
Diredtion. 

3nttj  to  the  Intent  that  the  Quantity  and 
Quality  of  fuch  Goods  and  Commodities,  as 
(hall,  at  any  Time^  be  carried  or  conveyed  up 
or  down  the  faid  Rivers^  Creek  and  Drains, 
may  be  difcovered  and  known,  and  that  the 
Tolls  by  this  Aft  granted  may  be  juftly  and 
duly  paid.  Be  it  cnafted,  by  the  Authority 
aforefaid.  That  every  Waterman  or  other  Per-  Account  of 
fon,  who  (hall  at  any  Time  carry  or  convey  Goods  carried 
up  or  down  the  faid  Rivers,  Creek  or  Drains,  "P^^  theRi- 
any  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandizes  whatfo-  ^^J^  ^^°  ^j|"^.^ 
cvcr^  (hall,    upon  Demand,  give  to  the  faid^ors. 
CoUcdlor  or  CoUeftors  a  juft  and  true  Account^ 
according  to  the  beft  of  his  Knowledge  and 
Belief,  of  the  Quantity  and  Quality  of  all  fuch 
Goods^  Wares  and  Merchandizes,  and  of  the 
Name  or  Names  of  the  refpeftive  Owner  or 
Owners  thereof;   which  Account  being  put 
into  Writing  by  the  faid  Colleftor  or  Col- 
kAors,  the  faid  Waterman,  or  other  Perfonj 
Ihall  fubfcribe  his  Name  or  Mark  to  the  fame  % 
and  if  he  (hall  refufe  fo  to  do,  or  (hall  deliver  Penalty  on  Re- 
in a  fal(e  or  untrue  Account,  he  (hall,  for  every  (u(al. 
fuch  RefuTal  or  untrue  Account  fo  by  him  de- 
livered in^  forfeit  the  Sum  of  forty  Shillings^ 
,ovcr  and  above  the  Tolls  or  Duties  payable 
for  fuch  Goods,  Wares  or  Merchandizes,  by 

K  k  Virtue 
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Utimi  of  Money  j  and  the  Duties  fo  conveyed 
and  affigned,  as  aforefaid,  fl)ali  be  ^'nd  ard 
htrcby  made  a  Security  for  the  Rcpaymenc  of 
<he  Money  fo  advanced  of  lent,  with  legal  or 
Ids  Intereft  for  the  fame^  as  fhall  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  faid  Commiffioners,  affetn-' 
bled  as  aforefaid,  or  the  major  Part  of  ihem^ 
tod  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  lending  or  advancing 
fcch  Money-,  which  faid  Moneys  fo  to  be 
borrowed^  Ihall  be  applied  and  dhfpofed  of  as 
the  faid  Tolls  or  Duties^  by  this  Aft  grant- 
tdj  are  directed  to  be  applied  and  difpofed  of^ 
and  to  no  other  Ufc  or  Purpofe  whatfoever. 

^ItQ  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Authority  Affignmetitstd. 
aforefaid.  That  Copies  of  all  and  every  the  ^^.  regiilered 
Aflignment  or  Affignments,  fo  to  be  made  by  with  theCleik 
the  Commiffioners  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  regif-    ^ 
ttrcd  or  entered  at  length  in  a  Book  or  Books 
ta  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe  by  the  faid  Clerkj 
or  the  faid  Treafurer  or  Receiver ;  which  faid 
Book  or  Books  fhall  and  may  be  feen  and  pe* 
rufed,  at  all  feafonable  Times,  by  any  Perfon 
or  Perfons  whomfoever,  without  Fee  or  Re- 
ward'. 

SLtfft  be   it  further  enafted,   by   the  Au- Securities 
fhority   aforefaid.    That   all   and  every   Per-  transferrable 
fon  or  Perfons,  to  whom  any  Affif^nment  or  ^^  Indorfe- 
Aflignments  of  the  faid  Tolls  or  Djries  fliall 
be  made  as  aforefaid,  or  who  fhall  be  incitled 
to  the  Money  thereby  fecured,  fhall  and  may, 
from  Time  to  Time,  by  proper  Words  of  Af- 
^oment,  to  be  indorfed  on  the  Back  of  his, 
her  or  their  Security,  or  by  any  ohtr  Writing 
or  Writings  under  his,  her  or  their  Hand  and 

Kk  2  Seal, 
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Seal,  or  Hands  and  Seals,  to  be  duly  executed 
in  the  Prefence  of  two  or  more  credible  Wit- 
nefTes,  aflign  or  transfer  his,  her  or  their  Right, 
Title,  Intcreft  or  Benefit  to  the  Principal  and 
In tereft -money  thereby  fecuredy  or  any  Part 
thereof,  to  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  whomfoever  j 
which  faid  Transfer  or  Affignnnent  (hall,  within 
three  Months  af cer  ihe  Date  thereof,  be  produced 
and  notified   to  the  faid  Clerk,  or  the  iaid 
Treafurer  or  Receiver  v  who  fhall  caufe  an  En- 
try or  Memorial  of  fuch  Affignment  or  Tranf- 
fer,  containing  the  Date,  Parties  and  Sum  of 
Money  therein  mentioned  to  be  transferred,  to 
be  made  in  the  faid  Book,  to  be  kept  for  the 
entering  of  the  faid  original  Affignments ;  for 
which  the  faid  Clerk,  Treafurer  or  Receiver 
fhall  be  paid  the  Sum  of  two  Shillings  and  fix 
Pence,  and  no  more:  And  after  fuch  Entry 
made,  fuch  Affignment  (hall  intitle  fuch  Af-   ' 
fignee,  his,  her  and  their  Executors,  Admini- 
ftrators  and  Affigns,  to  the  Benefit  thereof, 
and    Payment   thereon ;    and    fuch  Affignee 
may,  in  like  Manner,  affign  again,  and  fo  to^ 
ties  quQties :  and  it  fhall  not  be  in  the  Power 
of  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  who   (hall  have 
made  fuch  Affignment,  to  make  void,  releafc 
or^difcharge  the  fame,  or  any  Monies  thereby 
due,  or  any  Part  thereof. 
AppKcatlon         ^llU  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Autho- 
of  the  Money rity  aforefaid.  That  if  the  Sum  agreed  to  be 
to  be  railed,   paid  by  the  faid  Corporation  of  the  Great  Le- 
vel of  the  Fens,  towards  defraying  the  Ex- 
pences  of  procuring  this  Aft,  (hall  not  be  fuf- 
figent  for  that  Purpofe,  the  Refidue  of  the 

&id 
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fai<3  Expences  (hall,  in  the  firft  Place,  be  fa- 
tisficd  and  paid  out  of  the  Money  to  be  raifed 
or  collcftcd  in  Purfuance  of  this  A<5t ;  and  that 
after  fuch  Expences  (hall  be  fatisfied  and  paid 
as  aforefaid,  all  the  Money  to  be  raifed  or  col- 
le6i:ed,  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  applied  and  dif- 
po(ed  of  in  the  Payment  of  fuch  Sums  as  (hall 
beconie  due  and  payable  by  Virtue  of  this  A6t ; 
and    in  fcouring,    cleanGng,    widening    and 
depthening  the  (aid  Creek,  called  fVell  Creekj 
firom  Sallhim,  otherwife  Sailers  Load  aforefaid, 
to  the  Town  of  OutweU\  and  alfo  the  River 
Nene^   through  the  faid  Towns  of  Outwelly 
Upwell  and  March^  direftly  to  Flood^s  Ferry^ 
and  from  thence  to  RamfeyHigh  Load  aforefaid; 
and  in  preferving  and  improving  in  like  man- 
ner, the  Navigation  from  Flood* s  Ferry  through 
Whittlejea  Dike  to  Standground  Sluice  aforefaid ; 
and  al(b  in  fcouring  and  deepening  the  Old  Bed^ 
ford  River^  from  the  Old  Bedfcrd  Sluice  to 
WelcVs  Dam^  and  the  Forty-foot  Drain^   from 
Welclfs  Ham  to  the  River  Nene^  in  the  Parifh 
of  i2ia«r/^  aforefaid ;  and  in  making,  maintain- 
ing and  fecuring  a  free  Haling-way,  for  the 
better  carrying  on  of  the  faid  Navigations,  and 
in  repairing  the  Damages  which  (hall  be  done 
to  the  Banks  by  haling  thereon ;  and  in  fuch 
other  Works,   not  being  prejudicial   to   the 
draining  of  the  Country,  as  the  Commiflioners 
afiembled,  as  aforefaid,  (hall,  from  Time  to 
Time,  order  and  dired:. 

P^Ollftiell  always.  That  a  diftinft  and  ft;-DIflinft  Ac- 
parate  Account  (hall  be  kept  of  the  Tolls  to  be^^""^"  ^^  t>e 
collected  at  Sailers  Load  and  Standground  Sluices ^  ^^P^' 

Kk  3  and 
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and  of  the  Tolls  to  be  collefted  at  the  Old  B^d^ 
ford  Sluice  ;  and  that  the  Tolls  or  Duties  to  be 
colleded  at  Sailers  Load  Sluice^  and  Stand^Quni 
Sluice^  (ball  be  applied  to  and  laid  out  in:th(j 
improving  of  the  Navigation  betwixt  the  fay 
two  Sluices,  and  from  Flgod^s  Ferry ^  up'lhd 
River  TSIene^  to  Ramfey  High  Load  afore(aid, 
only,  and  not  in  the  loiprovcmcnt  of  the  other 
Navigation,  through  the  Old  Bedford  iSlumi 
and  that  the  Tolls  or  Duties,  to  be  colleded  at 
the  Old  Bedford  Sluice^  (hall  be  applied'  towards 
fcouring  and  deepening  the  Old  Bedford  Riveff 
5tnd  the  Forty-foot  J)rain\  to  the  River  jVWt 
93  aforelaid,  and  to  no  other  Ufe  or  Furpofe 
whatfoever. 
Twenty-flvc  jptjOt^t^Stl  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enaft^d, 
Commiflioners  That  no  Money  fhali  be  borrowed,  nor  any 

^°  h^  bo^^^^**'  ^^^  Works  ordered  to  be  undertaken,  at  any 
jngofj^^Q*  Meeting  of  the  faid  Commiflioners,  unlcls  pre- 
pr  ordering  of  vious  publick  Notice  fhall  have  been  given 
any  new        thereof,  in  Manner  before  direfted,  fourteen 
"^H^^^t^  ^  Days  at  lead  before  fuch  .Meeting  ;  nor  unlefs 
^  ^^*     twenry-five  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  (where- 
of eight  nt  lead  fliall  be  Commiffioners  for  the 
City  or  Places  aforefaid)  fhall  be  prefent  at  fuch 
Nine  to  be  a     Meeting  ;  but  that  any  nine  or  more  of  the 

otSer^Mat^ter  ^^'^  Commiflioners  (four  Commiflioners  for 
''the  City  or  Places  aforefaid  at  lead  being  pre- 
fent) aflembled  as  aforefaid,  fliall  hav^  full 
Power  and  Authority  to  put  in  Execution  all 
other  Matters  and  Things  by  this  A6t  di- 
refted  to  be  performed  by  the  faid  Commif" 
fionefs. 
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^\Xt^  be  It  further  enaftcd,  by  tlie  Autho-^to»»*onew 
tity  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  ^"^  ^™^^*.  ^ 

«  n  r    !  rr     1  I   J  contraft  with 

toy  twenty-five  or  more  of  them,  ailembledpgyfogjfQ^jQj^ 
"As  aforefaid,  and  not  otherwife,  (hall  have  full  proving  the 
Flower  and  Authority  to  employ,  or  contract  Navigation ; 
With,  any  Pef  fon  or  Perfons,  for  the  Perform- 
Atote  of  any  Works  they  fhall  think  neceflary 
•ftybedone^  in  Put-fuance  of  this  A6t,  for  prg- 
^fehring  and  improving  the  faid  Navigations,  or 
iStiy  Part  thereof;   fuch  Contrafts  to  be  for 
-fuch  Time  6r  Tinles,  and  undet*  fuch  Conditi- 
ons, as  the  faid  Conlmiflioners,  or  the  major 
•Part   of  thern^  -  affembled  as  aforefaid,  (hall 
think  proper :  And  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  em- 
,  J>!6yed,  or  conirafted  with,  as  aforefaid,  his  or  "^ 

ifceir  Agentsj  Servants  and  Workmen,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  open,  cur, 
cleanfe,  fcour,  depthen,  enlarge  or  ftraighten 
the  laid  Rivers,  Creek  and  Drains,  or  any 
Part  thereof,  within  the  Limits  aforefaid,  ma- 
king the  fatne,  in  all  Places  where  it  is  poffible 
to  be  done,  thirty  Feet  wide  at  the  Bottom, 
forty  Feet  wide  at  the  Top,  and  three  Feet 
deeper  at  the  leaft  than  any  of  the  adjacent 
P*n-dike&;  and  to  remove  and  take  away  all 
Trees,  Roots  of  Trees,  Dirt,  Gravel  or  Sand- 
-beds,  which  may  hinder  or  obftruft  the  faid 
J^avigations  5  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other 
'Matters  and  Things,  not  being  prejudicial  to 
•the  draining  of  the  Country,  which  the  Com- 
ihiffioners-  (hall  judge  neceffary  or  convenient, 
for  improving  and  maintaining  the  faid  Navi- 
gations, 
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•^Jbat  not  to  erca     ]p|Ol)flie^  neverthelefs.  That  the  faid  Com* 

^\""1plri8  of^'^'  miffioners  (hall  not  ereft,  or  caufe  to  be  ereft- 

ibc  River  ^  ^^>  ^"X  Sluice,  CJough,  or  other  Works,  iiji 

or.  upon  the  Old  Bedford  River  (exqept  the  Pen 

Sluice  herein  after  direfted  to  be  made  at  the 

Mouth  of  the  faid  River)  or  in  or  upon  the 

faid  Forty-foot  J)rain^  or  between  the,  For^ 

called  Jfilines  Gravel  and  Salters  Load  Sluice 

aforefaid,  or  between  Flood*s  Ferry  and  Ramfy 

Sluice  at  A(h-  fligh  Load ;  and  that  the  Sluice  now  eredhed 

lines  Gravel   ^b^yg  Jfhline^  Gravel  aforefaid,  (hall  not  te 

Sher^h^^^  higher  from  the  Threfhold  than  five 

prcfent.          Feet  nine  Inches,  the  prefent  FJeight  of  the  faid 

Sluice.        •  . 

Pen  Sluice  to      QuJi  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Authori- 

H  7*1f  ^A     'y  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Commiffionprs  fhall 
HprfeyBn  ge.  j^^^^  j^jj  p^^^j.  ^^^  Authority  to  make  a  Pen 

Sluice,  for  Hopping  the  Water  at  Horfy  Bridge^ 
in  the  County  of  Huntingdon^  and  to  prevent 
the  "Waters,  laken  into  the  River  l^ene  at 
Standgrcund  Sluice ^  from  flowing  out  of  the  faifl 
Haling-ways  River,  and  Whittlefea  Dike  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo 
fiefpribed.       to  make,  fee  out  and  appoint  Towing-paths, 

and  Haling-ways  upon  the  Banks  of  the  faid 
Preek,  called  M^ell  Creeks  and  of  the  faid  Ri- 
ver Ne^e^  frorn  Salthirn  Load  Sluice  to  March 
Bridge ;  ^nd  from  thence  along  the  South-eaft 
Bank  of  the  faid  River,  over  Borrough  Moor 
Common,  to  Borrough  Moor  Severals;  and 
from  thence  along  the  North- weft  Bank  of  the 
faid  River,  tp  F^ogd^s  Ferry  aforefaid  \  and  from 
thence  along  the  South  Bank  of  Whittlefea  Bike 
\o  Angle  Bridge ;  and  from  thence  along  t^e 
fjorth  Bank  of  the  faid  Dike  to  Afhlines  Gra- 
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ipel'j  and  from  thence  along  the  South  Bank  of 
the  faid  Dike  to  Wright^s  Bridge  -,  and  from 
thence  ^long  the  South  Bank  of  the  faid  River 
Nene  to  Standground  Sluice  aforefaid .;  and  alfp 
to  fct  out  Haling- ways  on  the  Banks  of  the 
^wtr  Nene^  from  flooi^s  Ferry  to  Ramfey 
High  Load  aforefaid ;  for  towing  and  drawing, 
with  Men  or  Horfes,  Barges,  and  other  Vef- 
iels,  paiiiog  through  or  upon  the  faid  Qeek, 
River  and  Dike,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  laid 
Commifljoners  (hall  think  convenient ;  firft 
making  Satisfaftion  to  the  refpeftive  Owners 
or  Proprietors  of  any  Lands,  Tenements  or 
Hereditaments,  which  (hall  be  digged,  cur„ 
pulled  down,  or  otherwifc  made  ufe  of,  for  all 
or  any  of  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  for  any  Da- 
mage fuch  Owners  or  Proprietors  (hall  or  may 
fudain  thereby. 

]P|Ol)ttiCtl  always,  and  be  it  enabled.  That  NlneCommif- 
any  nine  or  more  of  the  faid  Commi(fioners,('oncrsmayrc- 

alTembled  as  aforefaid,  in  cafe  no  greater  Num-  f^^^^^^^^^ 
ber  fhould  be  prefent,  (hall  have  full  Power  and  to^be^doncs 
Authority  to  treat  with,  or  receive  Propofals 
Irom,  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  who  (hall  be  wilt- 
ling  to  agree  or  contract  for  the  Performance  of 
any  Works,  to  be  done  in  Purfuance  of  this 
Aft ;  but  no  Agreement  or  Contract  (hall  be  but  nottocoa* 
finally  made^  or  entered  into,  for  that  Purpofe^  ^"^^ 
unlefsat  feme  Meeting,  at  which  at  leaft  twen- 
ty-five of  the  fai^  Commi(fioners  (eight  being 
Commilfioners  for  the  City  or  Places  aforefaid) . 
ihall  beprefcnt;  and  of  which  the  faid  Com- 
ini(rioners,  to  whom  fuch  Propofals  (hall  have 
been  delivered,  (hall  give  fourteen  Days  I^q- 
HC?  gt  leaft,  in  manner  before  direded,  fpeci- 
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fying,  in  fuch  Notice,  the  Occafion  and  Defigft 

of  fuch  Meeting. 
Commiffioncrs  3n5>  for  the  better  efFefting  of  the  Prc<* 
impowered  to  milTes,  and  to  the  End  that  the  faid  Naviga- 
puTchafeLan^  tions  may  be  carried  on  and  preferred  in  th* 
SeSga-  ^^^  ^ffedual  Manner,  Be  it  further  enaftcd 
ppn.  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Com- 

miffioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  thero^  at 
(embled  as  aforefaid,  (hall  have  full  Power  and 
Authority  to  agree  with  the  Owners  ot  Propri- 
etors of  any  Lands,  Tenements  or  Hcredita- 
tnents  which  they  the  faid  CommifiiDners  IhaU 
jiidge  neceflary  to  be  cut,  digged,  pulled  dowft 
or  otherwife  made  ufe  of,  for  the  Purpdfes  of 
this  Aft ;  and  alfo  to  adjult  and  fettle  what 
Proportion  of  the  Sum,  fo  agreed  to  be  paid, 
upon  Account  of  fuch  Lands,  Tenements  or 
Hereditaments,  (hail  be  given  to  any  Tenant, 
0r  other  Perfon,  having  a  particular  Eftate, 
Term  or  Intereft  in  any  of  the  Premifles :  And 
this  Aft  (hall  be  fuflicient    to  indemnify  the 
faid  Commi(iioners,  and  all  Perfons  employed 
or  authorized  by  them,  againft  fuch  Owners 
or  Proprietors,  their  Heirs,  Adminiftrators  or 
Affigns,  as  if  fuch  Lands,  Tenements  or  He- 
reditaments had  been  fold  by  Deed  of  Feoff- 
ment, Bargain  and  Sale,  or  other  A(rurance  in 
the  Law,  done  by  Fine  and  Recovery,  or  any 
Other  Way  whatfoever. 
Bodies  Poli-         3n5  whereas  it  may  happen,  That  fome 
tick  and  Truf- Perfons,  or  Bodies  Politick,  Corporate  or  Col- 
^es,  impowcr-  jegiate,  Feoffees  in  Truft,  or  others,  who  are 
•     ^  ^  '      fei(ed  of  fome  Lands,  Tenements  or  Heredi- 
taments, which  may  be  thought  ncceflfary  to 
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tepurchafed  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  may 
J^  willing  to  ireat  ^pd  agree  for  the  Sale  of 
•^ch  Lands,  Tenements  or  Hereditaments,  but, 
by;;Feafoi)  of  Infancy,  Coverture^ .  or.  other 
jPifabilicy,  may  be  incapable  of  felJing. or  con- 
veying the  fame;  Be  it  therefore  fqrjihpr  enaifc- 
iedy::by  the  Aut^oHFy.aforefaid,  That  it  ftiaU 
ht  lawful  for  all  Bodiies  politick.  Corporate  or 
•CoUegiate,  Corppr4itipD§  Aggregate  or  Sole, 
•IHid  all  Feoffees  ifl:I)fufl:,  Executors,  Admj- 
ruiftrators.  Guardians,)  or. other  Truftees  for  and 
-PR  Behalf  of  any  Infants,.  Femes  Covert,  or 
ijeftqique  Trufts,  ^nc^^ll  other  Peribns  whom- 
ipever,  who  are  or  (hall  be  feifed  or  poffeffed 
i3if,  or  ioterefted  in,  any  fuch  Lanjds,  Tene- 
•inents  or  Hereditaments,  to  contrad  and  agree 
^wi^i  the  faid  CommifTioners,  or  any  nine  or 
more  of  them,  aflembled  as  aforef^id,  for  the 
-Purchafe  of  fuch  Lands,  Tenements  or  Here- 
ditaments, or  of  their  Intereft  tlierein,  for  the 
.J^urpofes  aforefard  j  and  to  fell  and  convey  the 
-  &t^e,  as  Occafion  (hall  be  or  require :  And  all 
.Contrafts,  Agreements,  Sales  and  Conveyances, 
whic)i  fhaJl  be  fo  made,  (hall  be  valid,  to  all 
Intents  and  Purpofes  •,  any  Law,  Statute,  Ufage 
or  other  Matter  or  Thing,  whatfoevef,  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding:  And  all  Feoffees  in 
Truft,  Executors,  Adminiftrators, .  Guardians 
and  Truftees,  Corpor^cions  Collegiate,,  Ag- 
gregate or  Sole,  and  all  other  Peribns,  (hall 
be,  a,nd  they  are*  hereby,  iwjemnificd  ifor 
wh^t  they  do  by  Virjue  arid  in  Purfuance  of 
ttjbis  Aft.  :      r 
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In  cafe  of  Rc  (^i\\f  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority 
filial  to  treat  9  aforefaid.  That  if  any  Perfon  or  Perfons,  Bo- 
«r»gree,        ^^^  Politick,  Corporate  or  Collegiate,  or  other . 

PerfoiTor  Perfons,  feifed  or  poffeffed  of,  or  inte- 
refted  in,  any  liands.  Tenements  or  Heredita- 
ments, which  may  be  neceflary  to  be  purchafcd 
for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  Ihall,  for  the  Space  of 
ten  Days  after  Notice  in  Writing  to  him,  her  or 
them  given,  or  left  at  the  Dwelling-houfe  or 
Place  of  Abode  of  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  or 
of  the  Head  Officer  or  Officers  of  fuch  Bcxlies 
.Politick,  Corporate  or  Collegiate,  or  at  the 
Houfe  of  the  Tenant  in  PofTeffion  of  the  (aid 
Lands,  Tenements  or  Hereditaments,  n^left 
or  refufc  to  treat,  or  fliall  not  agree  in  the  Prc- 
mifles,  or,  by  Reafon  of  Abfence,  (hall  be 
prevented  from  treating ;  then,  and  in  every 
or  any  fuch  Cafe,  the  (aid  Commiffioners,  or 
any  nine  or  more  of  them,  affembled  as  afore- 
faid, (hall  be  and  they  are  hereby  impowered 
to  ilTue  their  Warrant  or  Warrants  to  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County,  or  the  High  Bailiff  of 
the  Ifle  of  Ely^  for  the  Time  being,  refpec- 
tively,  where  fuch  Lands,  Tenements  or  He- 
ft Jary  to  be"  reditaments  (hall  lie  or  be  (ituate;  who  is 
fiimmoncd,  hereby  required  to  impanel  and  return  before 
the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  nine  or  more 
of  them,  affembled  as  aforefaid,  at  fuch  Time 
and  Place  as  in  fuch  Warrant  or  Warrants  (hall 
be  appointed,  twenty-four  fubftantial  and  dif- 
interefled  Perfons  of  the  faid  County,  or  Ifle 
of  Efyj  refpeftively,  qualified  to  ferve  on  Ju- 
ries, to  the  End  that,  out  of  them,  a  Jury  of 
twelve  Men  may  be  fworn,  to  inquire  touching 
the  Matters  in  queftion :  And  in  default  of  a 
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fiifficient  Number  of  Jurymen  appearing  at 
the  Time  and  Place  mentioned  in  fuch  War- 
rant or  Warrants,  the  faid  Sheriff,  or  High 
Bailiff,  or  his  Deputy  refpedlively,  ftiall  return 
other  honeft  and  indifferent  Perfons,  qualified 
as  aforefaid,  who  can  fpeedily  be  procured  to 
attend  that  Service,  to  make  up  the  Number 
of  twelve :  And  the  faid  Jury  Ihall,  upon  their  who  ihall  af^ 
Oaths,  to  be  adminiftered  by  the  faid  Commit  ^^^*  '^*  ^^' 
fioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  or  them,  amngjjjg  parties  inr' 
in  the  Premiffes  (which  Oath  they  are  hereby  tercftcd. 
impowered  and  required  to  adminifter)  inquire 
into,  affefs  and  award  what  Recompence  and 
Satisfaftion  ihall  be  made  to  the  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons feifed  or  poffelfed  of,   or  interefted  in^ 
fuch  Lands,  Tenements  or  Hereditaments,  or 
any  Part  thereof,  for  his,  her  or  their  refpec- 
live  Eftates  and  Interefts  in  the  fame :  And         ' 
upon  fuch  Verdift,  the  faid  Cbmmiffioners,  or 
any  nine  or  more  of  them,  afting  in  the  Pre- 
mises, Ihall  give  Judgment  for  the  Sum  or 
Sums  fo  awarded  and  aifeffed,  and  (hall  order 
the  fame  to  be  paid  to  the  Perfon  or  Perfons 
intitled  thereto ;  and  fuch  Verdifl:  and  Judg- 
ment, and  Order  thereupon,  Ihall  be  binding 
and  conclufive,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes, 
againfl  the  faid  Parties,  and  all  others  claim^ 
ing,  or  to  claim,  in  Poffeflion,  Reverfion,  Re- 
mainder, or  otherwife,  their  Heirs  and  Suc- 
celfors,    as  well   abfent  as  prefenty   Infants^ 
Femes  Covert,  and  Perfons  under  any  other 
Dilability  whatfoever.  Bodies  Politick,  Corpo^ 
rate  and  Collegiate,  and  all  and  every  other 
Perfon  and  Perfons  whomfoever  -,  and,  being 
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pm  into  Writing,  under  the  Hand^  afid  Sa(» 
of  the  (sad  Commiffioners,,  or  ainy  nine  or  mord 
erf"  them>  (hall  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  of  the  County,  Liberty  or  Plactf 
iivhere  Tuch  Verdift  (hall  have  been  given,  ta 
be  kept  anlongft  the  Records  of  tire  Seffion» 
of  fuch  County,  Liberty  or  Place;  and  the 
laaie,  or  a  Copy  thereof,  (hall  be  admitted  aB- 
Evidence  in  ati  Courts  whatfoever :  And  alt 
and  every  Perfon  and  Perfons  any  wzy  intopeft^ 
ed  in  fuch  Lands^  Tenements  or  Heredita^ 
ments^  fhall,  from  thenceforth  be^  to  all  In^ 
tents  and  Purpofes,  divefted  of  all  Right,. Tkle^ 
Claim,  Intereft  or  Property  in,:  to,  or  cue  o^ 
the  fame^ 
Cmniiiiffioncrs  ^^Jj  be  it  further  enadcd  by  the  Authority 
impowcred  tOj^forefaid,  That  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any 

iQinmoD  and  r     i  rv*        •       i      -n         •<¥< 

examine  Wit-  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  them,  atting  m  the  Premiffes^ 
iicfles:  (hall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  to  fum-» 

men  any  WitnefTes  (not  being  a  Peer  or  Peerefe 
of  Great  Britain)  who  may  be  thought  proper 
to  be  examined,  to  attend  and  give  Evidence 
before  any  Jury,  to  be  impanelled  and  fum-* 
moned  for  the  Purpofcs  aforefaid  ;  and  alfo  to 
adminifter  an  Oath  to,  and  examine  all  fuch 
WitnefTes,  or  any  other  WitnefTes,  who  may 
be  produced  before  fuch  Jury ;  and  (hall  alfo 
order  or  caufe  the  faid  Jury  to  view  the  Place 
or  Places  in  queftion,  and  ufe  all  other  lawful 
Ways  and  Means,  as  well  for  their  own  as  for 
the  better  Inforqiation  of  the  Jury,  in  the  Pre- 
mifTes,  as  they  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any 
nine  or  more  of  them,  afting  in  the  PremifTes, 
fhall  think  fit ;  and  that  all  Perfons  concerned 
fhall  have  their  lawful  Challenges  againft  any  of 
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the  feid  J!urymen,  when  tbey  come  to  be  fWorn  r 
And  the  (aid  Commifiionefs,  or  any  nine  or  And  to  hopoft 
more  of  them^  ading  in  the  Premiffes,  ftiall  Fi«»cf  »pon  the 
have  Power,  from  Time  ta  Time,  to  iinpofe^  ^^[^^-^'^  j"J[ 
any  Fine  or  Fines,  not  exceeding  the  Sum  qC  ryman,  ncg- 
twenty  Pounds,,  upon  fuch  Sheriff  or  High  lediog  thek 
Bailiff,  pr  hia  Deputy,  refpedively,  making  1^»7« 
De&ult  in  the  Premises  i  and  alio  a  Fine,  no( 
csiBceeding  five  Pounds  nor  kfs  than  forty  Shil* 
Kngs,.  upoa  any  Witnels  who  (hall  refufc  to  at-^ 
tend,  or  be  fworn,  or  to  give  Evidence  i  and 
vpon  any  of  the  Perfons,  who,  being  duly  fum* 
saoned  and  returned  upon  any  Jury,  (hall  not 
appear  (unlefs  fome  reafonable  Caufe  of  his  or 
their  Abfence  (hall  be  proved,  to.  the  Satisfac-* 
tioft  of  the  faid  Commiffioners  a£ling  in  the 
Fremi({es)  or  (hall  refufe  to  be  fworn  on  the  (aid 
Jury>  or,  being  fworn,  (hall  hot  give  his  or 
their  Verdi<St,  or  fhall  in  any  other  Manner 
wilfully  negledl  his  or  their  Duty  in  the  Pre- 
miffea,  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and  Mean- 
ing of  this  Aft :  Which  Fine  or  Fines,  re- 
fpeftively,  (hall  and  may,  in,  Default  of  Pay- 
ment thereof,  upon  Demand,  be  levied  and 
recovered  by  Warrant  under  the  Hands  and 
Seals  of  the  faid  CommiffionerSy  or  any  nine 
or  more  of  them,  by  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of  the 
Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  Party  or  Parties 
offending,  or  wilfully  making  Default  in  the 
PremifTcs. 

3iniD  be  It  further  enafted,  by  the  Authority  Furchafir- 
aforefaid,  That  all  and  every  Sum  and  Sums  woney  charge 
of  Money,  or  Recompence,  to  be  agreed  for,  ^  ^P^^  '^* 
or  affe(rcd  and  awarded  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo 

the 


the  Qiarges  attending  fuch  Purchafe,  allefli* 
ment  or  Reward,  (hall  be,  and  is  and  are  here^ 
by  charged  upon  the  Tolls  by  this  Ado  grant- 
ed, or  upon  any  Money  to  be  borrowed  upon 
Che  Credit  of  the  faid  Tolls  $  and  (hall  be  paid 
thereout  accordingly  to  the  Pcrfons  refpeftively 
intitled  thereto,  or  to  their  refpe6tive  Agents  i 
and  that,  upon  Payment  or  Tender  thereof  to 
fuch  Perfons,  or  their  Agents,  or^  in  ca£b  of 
their  Refufal  to  accept  the  fame,  upon  leaving 
the  fame  in  the  Hands  of  the  Clerk  to  the  fiud 
Commiffioners,  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Perfons^ 
the  faid  Commiflibners,  and  all  other  Perfons 
Authorized  or  employed  by  them,  (hall  have 
full  Power  and  Authority  to  enter  upon  the  faid 
PremKTes,  and  to  caufe  fuch  Lands,  Tene- 
ments or  Hereditarhents  to  be  cut,  digged^ 
pulled  down,  or  otherwife  made  ufe  of,  for  the 
Purpofcs  of  the  faid  Navigations ;  and  (hall  be^ 
and  arc  hereby,  indemnified  for  fo  doings 
againft  fuch  Pcrfons,  their  Heirs,  Executors^ 
Adminiftrators  or  Affigns. 
Ccmimiffioners  ^nJj  be  it  further  enadted,  by  the  Autho- 
in  ^^afhs^hT" '"5"  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Commi(rioners 
icpaiT!  ^  ^^  ^^'^  ^^^"^  Time  to  Time,  and  at  all  Times 
hereafter,  maintain  and  keep  in  Repair  fuch 
Towing-paths  or  Haling- ways  upon  the  Banks 
of  the  faid  River,  Creek  and  Drain,  as  (hall  be 
made  and  fet  out  as  aforefaid,  except  fuch 
Part  thereof  as  is  a  publick  and  common  High- 
way ;  and  alfo  (hall,  where  wanting,  {et  up, 
and  from  Time  to  Time  maintain  convenient 
Gates,  PalTages  and  Stiles,  in  or  upon  the  Banks 
or  Lands  adjoining  to  the  faid  River,-  Creek 
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and  Drain,  where  any  Towing-paths  or  Ha- 

ling-ways  (hall  be  made  and  fee  out  as  afore- 

faid:  And  alfo,  if  the  faid  CommifTioners,  or  and  ered 

any  Perfon  or  Perfons  authorized  by  them,  as^^^ges.wherc 

aforelafd,  ihall  find  it  ncccffary  to  make  any  ^"^  "®^  ^"^ 

new  Curs  or  Trenches,  by  reafon  whereof  the  p^j.^,  rwidcf 

Owncrsor  Occupiers  6f  any  Lands,  Tenements  ed  dangerous 

or  Hereditaments  may  not  have  fuch  conveni-or  impaffable. 

cot  Accefs  thereto,  or  Paffage  from  thence,  as 

they  before  enjoyed  ;  or  (hall  find  it  neceflary 

to  deepen  the  faid  River  fo  much,  in  any  Part 

thereof,  where  there  are  Fords  or  Highways 

oVer  the  fame,  that  fuch  Fords  or  Highways 

may  be  thereby  rendered   impaffable  or  dan- 

gerous^  then,  and  in  any  of  the  faid  Cafes, 

the  (aid  Commilfioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of 

them,  (ball  firft  caufe  a  fufficient  Bridge  of 

Bridges  to  be  erefted  where  fuch  new  Cuts  or 

Trenches  fhall  be  intended  to  be  made,  and 

where  fuch  Fords  or  Highways  now  are ;  and  ' 

fhall,  fnDm  Time  to  Time,  maintain  and  keep 

the  faid  Bridges  in  Repair,  for  the  Convenience 

and  Accommodation  of  all  Perfons  having  Oc- 

cafion  to  pais  over  the  fame. 

l^^^dlliCll  always,    and  it  is  hereby  fur- Owners  of 
ther  enadted.  That  if  any  Part  of  the  Banks  ^*n<^«  '•^^P*''  . 
of  the  faid  Rivers,  Creek  or  Drains,  which,  J^^/^^^'*"* 
by  this  AA,  are  to  be  kept  in  Repair  by  the  Breach; 
iatd   Commiflioncrs,   (hall   at  any   Time   be 
broke  down,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Owtier  or  Occupier  of  the  Lands,  where  fuch 
Breach  (hall  happen,  to  caufe  the  fame  imme- 
diately to  be  repaired ;  fuch  Owner  or  Occu- 
pier giving  Notice  dircAly  to  fomc  Officer  of 
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the  fald  Commiflioners,  that  fuch  Breach  has 
or  in  cafe  of    happened ;  or  if  anv  Part  of  the  Banks  of  the 
Srifthe^'^^^  Rivers,  Creek  or  Drains  (hall  be  in  Dan- 
CoTmiffiopcrtg^r  of  a  Breach,  and  Notice  of  fuch  Danger 
neglcfttorc  Ihall  be  given,   in  Writing,   to   any  of  the 
pair  them.      Agents  or  Servants  of  the  faid  Commiflioners, 
by  the  Owners  or  Occupiers  of  the  Lands  ly-? 
ing  againft  fuch  Banks,  and  the  Agents  or  Ser- 
vants of  the  faid  Commiflioners  (ball  ncgleft  to 
repair  the  fame  for  the  Space  of  four  Days^ 
that  then  it  (hail  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Owners  or  Occupiers  of  the  Lands  where  Dan- 
ger of  fuch  Breach  (hall  be,  to  caufc  the  laid 
Banks  to  be  repaired ;  and,  in  either  of  thd 
Cafes  aforefaid,  the  Monies  expended  thereon 
fhall,  upon  Demand,  be  reimburfed  to  fuch 
Owner  or  Occupier  out  of  the  Tolls  to  be  col- 
leded  by  Virtue  of  this  A&:. 
Corporation  of     SllO  be  it  funher  enafted,  That  the  Go- 
Bedford  Level  vernor,  Bailiffs  and  Common.ilry  of  the  Com- 
toereft  Ebb-    p^^y  ^f  Confervarors  of  the  faid  Great  Level, 
Load  and  Old  ^^M,  at  their  own  Expence,  caufe  to  be  creft- 
Bcdford  ^        cd  a  Pair  of  Ebb-doors  at  Salters  Load  Sluice^ 

and  alfo  another  Pair  of  Ebb-doors  at  Old  Bed- 

ford  Sluice  aforefaid,   which  refpedtive  Doors 

and  to  keep     (hail  be  fevcn  Feet  three  Inches  high ;  and  that 

Sluices  ii^        the  faid  Doors,   and  alfo   the  faid  Sluices  at 

?*P3i''*  Stand^round^  Salthirn  otherwife  Salters  Load^ 

and  Old  Bedford^  fliall  remain  under  the  Care 
and   Management   of,    and,    from    Time   to 
Time,  be  kept  in  Repair  by,  the  faid  Gover- 
nor, BailifTs  and  Commonalty. 
Commiflioners      P^O  ifllrtl  always.  That  the  faid  Commiffi- 
toeredaPair  oners,  appointed  by  or  in  Purfuance  of  this 
^Jm?o^A    AA,  (hall  caufe  a  Pair  of  Gates  to  be  ercdcd 

PJcl  Bedford ;  ' 
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at  the  Mouth  of  Old  Bedford  River  afore&id, 
in  order  to  the  making  of  a  Pen-fluice  there  j 
and  (hall  alfo  pay  into  the  Hands  of  the  Re- and  pay  forty- 
.Ccivcr  to  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Com-  five  Pounds 
monalty,  the  Sum  of  fifteen  Pounds  annually/"*^"^'^^  '® 
out  of  the  Tolls  to  be  collcaed  at  Old  Bedford'y^^f'^'^' 
Sluice  aforefaid,  and  alfo  the  Sum  of  thirty 
Pounds  annually,  out  of  the  Tolls  to  be  col- 
le&ed  at  Standground  znA.Sallbirn  orherwife 
Sailers  Load  Sluices  aforefaid,  by  Virtue  of  this 
Ji6ky  in  order  to  defray  the  Expences  of  ereft- 
jng,  altering  and  keeping  in  Repair  the  faid 
Ebb-doors  and  Sluices:  And  alfo  that  it  fhall^j^ ' 
be  lawful  for  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  deanfc  tlie  Ri- 
Commonalty,  wuh  the  Money  arifing  from  vers  and  re- 
their  own  Taxes  and  Revenues,  from  Time  to  pair  the  Bank?, 
Time,  to  clcanfe,  deepen  and  fcouc  out  any  tf  ^^^'**°^'* 
Part  or  Parts  of  the  Old  Bedford  River  and  ^^P«"^«- 
the  Forty-foot  Drain,  and   to  flrengrhen  and 
repair  any  Part  or  Parts  of  the  Banks  of  the 
faid  Rivers,  Creekj  and  Drains,  without  any 
/Lett   or    Obftruftion    from    the    Commifii- 
oners  appointed  by  or  in  Purfuance  of  this 
Aft. 

,  ]^jOt)fIiCtla1fo,  That  if  at  any  Time  the  faid  Comj„;fl5on„g 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty  (liall  not  jo  repair  the 
keep  the  faid  Ebb-doors  or  Sluices  in  Repair,  Sluices,  if  the 
artd  ftjall  negleft  to  repair  the  fame  for  the  Corporation 
Space  of  ten  Days  after  Notice,  in  Writing,  JJ^J,^^^;  "P^*^^ 
(hall  have  been  given  by  the  Surveyor,  oppoinc- 
cd  by  the  faid  Commiffioners,  to  the  faid  Go- 
'  vernor.  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty,  or  to  any  of 
the  Keepers  of  the  faid  Sluices,  that  fuch  Re- 
pairs are  necefTary,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the 
&id  Coipmifljoners,  or  any  Perfon  or  Perfons 
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auhorized  by  them  as  aforefaid,  to  caufe  tbi 
ami  t£)  be  rc-  faid  Ei)b- doors  or  Sluice?  (0  be  repaired  ;  and 
imburied.        tht;  Money  expended  in  fuch  Repairs  flh^ll  and 

may  be  dcdufted  ouc  of  the  fefpeftive  annual 
.  Sums,  or  either  of  them,  hereia  before  di- 
rected to  be  paid  by  the  faid  Commiffioneri 
to  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Comrtion- 
airy.  '  -        '  " 

Navigation  to  P?Otl!llCll..airo,  and  it  is  hereby  furthcf 
beujdef  the  enaded^  Thar  the  Improvement  and  Prefcrva* 
foic  i^Gwer  of  fJQp  Qf  ^)^Q  f^\^  Navigations,  and  the  fevcrd 
the  Commifll.  ^y^^j^^  ^^^.    ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  erefted,  and 

Oners  

-  every  other  Matrer  and  Thing  hereby  direfted 
to  be  done !  T  that  Purpofe  (except  as  herein  be- 
for.'  is  Lxapccd)  Ihall  be  wholly  tinder  theMa- 
nntremenr,  DirrcTcivon  and  Contfout  of  the  faid 
Commiffioners,  and  fliall  not  be  under  the  SUr* 
vey  or  Orders,  nor  fubjeft  to  the  Controul,  of 
the  faid  Corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  thfc 
Fens,  except  only  in  ihofc  Gifcs  wherein  the 
fii(i  Corporation  fhall  proceed  by  Prefentmehf, 
and  a  Jury,  as  Ccmmiflioners  of  Sewers  •,  any 
Law  or  Sature  to  the  contrary  in  iny  wife 
noiwithdanding:  And  that  the  Money,  to  be 
railed  by  Virtue  of  this  A(5l,  fhall  be  applied 
and  difpofed  of  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  faid 
Conimiflioncrs  fliail,  from  Time  to  Time, 
order  and  appoint,  and  as  herein  before  is 
direilcd  concerning  the  fame,  and  in  no  other 
Manner  whatfoever. 
Provifo  ccm-  PjO\)ftJCtJ  alfo,  and  be  it  further  enafted, 
ccrnins  the  Thar  the  Drain  called  Marjhhnd  Cut^  or  the 
Tongs  7"^;;'^^  Braitiy  fhall  not  at  any  Time  be  run, 

unlcis  upon  a  Breach  of  Bank,  or  in  cafe  of 
imminent  Danger  thereof,  or  unlefs  the  Wa- 
ter 


ter  \ti  the  faid  Rivers  be  rarred  more  than  one 
Foot  above  the  level  Soil  of  the  loweft  Lands 
in  the  Fens,  nofj  in  any  of  ihe  faij  Cafcs^ 
without  an  Order  in  Wri:ing  figned  by^  ten 
of  the  {*aid  Commiflioners;  where*  f  five  to  be 
Commiflioners  for  the  faid  Corporanon  of  the 
Qreat  Level  of  the  Fens,  or  for  the  Borough 
qf  King^s  Lynn ;  and  the  prher  five  to  be  Com- 
miffioners  for  the  City  of  Peterborough^  or  the 
Places  aforefaid. 

\  3110  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Autho-  y,,y,r^th  not 
rity  aforefaid.  That  where  any   Tunnel  flull  coleIaidabo?c 
be  made  for  taking  Warer  out  of  tl  e  faid  a  cciraia 
Rivers,  Creek  or  Drair.s,  inro-  t!jc  Ftns  or  low  ^^r^^*- 
Grounds,  the  Boitom  of  fuch  Tunnel  Hull  not 
ac  any  Time  be  laid  more  than  two  Feet  lower 
than  the  Surface  of  the  aJjactnc  Lands;  and 
that,  where  any  Tunnel  fiiall  be  hid,  for  ca- 
king any  Water  our  of  the  fiid  Rivers,  Creek  or 
Drains  into  the  high  Lands,  the  Bottom  of  fuch 
Tunnel  (hall  at  all  Times  be  laid  upon  the  fune 
l,evcl  with  thofe  in  the  low  or  Fen  Grounds; 
tcJ  the  end.  that  fuch  a  Qiiantity  of  Water  may  ^ 

at  all  Times  be  kepr  in  the  faiJ  River,  as  the 
Com  miffioners,   or  their  Aaents,  flvill  think 
pfoper;  and  that  the  fame  may  be  ccnflantly 
maintainecl  of  a  fufHcienc  Depih   for  the  Ufe 
of  the  faid  Navigations :   And   if  any  Perfon  ^     ,     ^ 
(hall  offend   in   the   Picmiles    by   laying   diCQ^y^^^if^^ 
Bottom  of  any  Tunnr!  lower  than   iierem  be-  thcidn.. 
fore  is  limited  and  pr'rlcribed^  and  fhall  be  law- 
fully convinced   thereof,  before  any  Jufticc  of 
the   Peace    of    rhe   Couniy    or   Place    where 
fuch  Olfence  flrall  be  conm^i  ted,   he  or  Oic  fo 
offending  dial!  for  every  llich  Oilcncc  forfcir, 
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to  the  Ufe  of  the  Perfon  giving  Information 
thereof,  the  Sum  of  five  Pounds,  to  be  reco- 
vered by  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of  the  Offender's 
Goods  and  Chattels,  by  Warrant  under  the 
Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Juftice,  before  whom  he 
or  (he  (hall  be  coovidted  as  aforefaid. 
/funnels  laid        3^''  t)e  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority 
lower  than  li-  aforefaid.  That  it  Ihall  be  la.wful  for  the  Com- 
mited.tobc     miflioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  af- 
taken  up.       Jembled  as  aforefaid,    to  caufe  any  Tunnel, 

which  is  or  fhall  be  laid  lower  than  herein  be- 
fore is  limited,  to  be  taken  up,  or  othcrwife 
Hopped,  in  fuch   manner  as  ihty  (hall  thint 
^  moll  proper. 

Coftimiflloners      jjjjji  ^^  i^  further  ennfted  by  the  Authority 

derTfor^m"  a^'orciaid.  That  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any 
proving  the  ^^^"^  ^^  more  of  them,  fliall  have  full  Power 
Navlgaiicn%  and  Auihoriiy,  at  any  ot  their  Meetings  as 
and  rcgiiiating  aforefaid,  from  Tmie  to  Time,  to  make  fuch 
Watermen,      Qidcis  and  Deforces  for  iinproving  and  pre- 

fcrving  ihc  laid  Navigations,  in  Purfuancc  of 

this  Adt,  and  for  regula'ing  the  Manner  of 

lulling  upon  the  Banks  of   the   faid   River?^ 

Creek  and  Drains,  and  for  the  well  governing 

ol  the  VVaermen   and  Boatnien  ufing  the  faid 

Navigations,   as  they  the  faid  CommiQioners 

frail  (iiink  proper  and  convenient. 

Oiv^ers  of  ^llB  he  it  tun  her  enacted  by  the  Authority 

Boats,  tf^c.  to  aforefaid,  'I'hac  every  Boatmailcr,'  and  Owner 

lion'fof  d1?'"  ^^  any  Boar,   I/ighter  or  other  VcITcl,   which 

nfaKes,  '^^*'^"  P'*-^^  *'P  ^^  down  the  faid  Rivers,  Creek 

or  Drains,  (hall  be  and  is  hereby  madeanfwer- 
able,  and  ftiall  make  Saiisfaflion,  for  any  Da- 
mage or  Milchicf  which  {hi\\\  be  done  by  his 
cr  her  B  at.  Lighter  or  other  Veflcl,  or  by 

any 
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any  of  the  Crew  thereof,  to  any  of  the  Weirs, 
JUocks,  Dams,  Sluices,  or  other  Works,  eredl- 
ed,  or  to  be  erected  or  maintained,  by  Autho- 
rity of  this  Aft;  and  alfo.for  any  Damage  or 
Trefpafs  which  (hall  be  done  or  committed  by 
his  or  her  Boar,  Lighter  or  other  Vcflcl,  or  by 
his  or  her  Horfes  or  Servants,  to  or  upo/i  any 
Banks,  Lands  or  Tenements  adjoining  to  the 
laid  Rivers,  Creek  or  Drains;  which  Sarisfac- 
lion  (hall  and  may  be  fued  for,  and  recovered, 
with  full  Cofts  of  Suit,  by  A6lion  of  Trefpafs, 
or  on  the  Cafe,  in  any  Court  of  Record. 

3nll,  for  preventing  JDamages,  Mifchicfs  Penalty  on 
and  TrefpafTcs,  which  may  be  done  or  com-  Perfon^caufing 
ttiitted  by  rude  and  diforderly  Perfons,  Be  n  *"y  Annoy- 
further  ena6ted  by  the  Authority  aforeiiid,  ^^^^^^^^j^* 
That  if  any  Warerman,  or  other  Pcrfon,  ha-  or  offending* 
ving  the  Care  and  Management  of  any  Boat  or  agamll  any 
other  VefTcl,  (hall  lay  fuch  Boat  or  VelTel  fo  as  Order  of  (he 

to  obftrud  the  PafTage  of  other  Boars  or  Vef-  ^'''^^'^^' 

ncrs* 
fels,  or  hinder  the  opening  or  (hutting  of  any 

of  the  faid  Locks  or  Sluices,  and  (hall  nor, 
when  required,  immediately  remove  the  fame  i 
or  if  any  Perfon  (hall  thtow  any  Dirt,  Gravel, . 
Soil,  or  other  Annoyance,  into  the  Waters, 
within  the  Limits  of  the  fdid  Navigations  ;  or 
(ball  wilfully  offend  againft  anv  Order  gr  De- 
cree made  by  the  faid  ComhiifTioners,  as  afore- 
faid;  fuch  Waterman,  or  other  Pcrfon,  fo  of* 
fending,  dial!  and  may,  by  the  Authority  of 
this  A61,  and  without  any  other  Warrant,  be 
apprehended  by  the  (  onftable  of  the  Parifh  or 
Place  where  fuch  Offencier  lliall  be  found,  and 
carried  before  any  Juftice  o^  the  Peace  for  rhe 
fame  County  or  Place-,  who,  upon  Proof  of 
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tbe  Complaint,  by  the  Oath  of  onqi  or  more 
credible  Witnefs  or  Witneffcs  (which  Oath  the 
faid  Juftice  is  hereby  impowered  and  required 
to  adminifter)  or  by  the  Confeffion  of   ibc 
Party  accufcd,  (hall  impofefuch  Fine  upon  the 
Offender,  as  the  faid  Juftice  (hall  think  reafoo- 
able,  not  exceeding  five  Pounds  nor  le(s  than 
twenty  Shillings ;  to  be  levied  by  Diftrels  and 
Sale  of  fuch  Boat  or  Ve(rel,  or  of  any  of  the 
Goods  and  Chattels  of  the  Offender^  by  War- 
rant under  the  Hand  a>id  Seal  of  fuch  Juftice-, 
and,  for  want  of  fufficient  Diftrels,  fuch  Of-, 
fender  fliall,  by  like  Warrant,  be  committed 
to  the  Houfc  of  Correftion  $  there  to  be  kept 
to  hard  Labour  for  any  Time  not  exceeding 
three  Months,  nor  Icfs  than  one  Months  a^ 
the  Difcreiion  of  fuch  Juftice. 
^fkvcd  ?  '        P^O^il'f  f  always,  and  be  it  enafted.  That 
Orde!  of  any  '^  ^"y  PerPjn  (hall  think  himfcif  aggrieved  by 
Juftice  toap    the  Order  or  Judgment  of  any  Juftice  of  the 
peal  to  Quar.  Peace,  upon  Account  of  any  OiFence  againft 
tcr-Srfliont:     jhjs  Ad,  fuch  Perfon  (hall  have  Liberty  lo  ap- 
peal to  the  Juftices  at  the  next  General  or 
QtiarccT  Seffion  ro  be  held  for  the  County  or 
Place,  wherein  fuch  Order  or  Judgment  (hall 
have  been  made  or  given  ;  the  Perfon  fo  ap- 
pr-aling  giving  Security,  to  the  Saiisfaftion  pf 
the  faid  Juftice^  to  prolecute  fuch  Appeal  with 
Effcdl,  and  to  pay  the  Cofts,  which  ftiall  be 
afcertained  by  thefiid  General  or  Quarter  Sef- 
iion,  in  c.fe  fuch  Order  or  Judgment  fiiall  be 
affirmed  :  And  the  Juftices  in  the  faid  General 
or  QiKirtcr  Seffion  iire  hereby  authorized  and 
required   to  hear  and  determine  the  faid  Ap 
peal,  and  to  make  fuch  Order  therein,  as  to 

them 
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them  (hall  appear  juft;  which  Order  (hall  be 

final  and  condufive  to aU  Parties;  and  fhall  not  WMr  CMcr 

be  rcojovablc  by  Writ  of  Qriiorari^  or  other- i^  »>  h«  iari* 

wife,  info  any  of  his  Majefty^s  Courts  of  Re-^ 

cord  at  IViftminJler  or  clfcwhere. 

]p|0%lllji£tl  neverthelcfet  That  no  Order  or  Proceedings 
Judgment  of  any  Juftice  of  the  Peace  "(hall  no"obeqaa(h. 

be   quaflicd   or  vacated  for  want  of  Form  Jj,rm. '^"^ 
only. 

4nll  be  it  further  enaded  by  the  Authority  Application  of 
aforcfaid,   That  the  rcfpeftive  Penalties  andj.^*  ^°''" 
Forfeitures  by  this  Ad  inaifted  (the  Applica- ^*^"'*^ 
tion  whereof  is  not  herein  particularly  direfted) 
fhajl  be  paid  into  the  Hands  of  the  Treafurer 
or  Receiver  pf  the  Mooies,  to  be  raifcd  by 
Virtue  of  this  Aft ;  and  (hall  be  applied  and 
difpofcd  of   for  the  Ufe  of  the  faid   Navi- 
gati6ns>  aixl  to  no  other  Ufe  or  Purpofe  what-       n 
*focver, 

3nll  for  preventing  the  breaking  down  or  ciaofc  to  pie- 
damaging  any  of  the  Works,  which  ihall  be  vent  the 
.erc<aed  or  made  in   Purfuance  of  this  Aft,  breakuigdowtt 
Be  itenaded  by  the  Authority  aforefaid.  That  ""^^^  ^*"- 
if  any  Pcrfon  or  Pepfons  (hall  wilfully  and  ma- 
CciouQy  cut,  break  down,  damage  or  dcftroy 
any  Banks,  or  other  Works,  erefted  or  made 
for  the  Purpofes  aforcfaid,    fuch  Perfon   or 
Pcrfons  ftiall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  Felony ; 
and   (hall   be  fubjeft  and  liable  to  the  like 
pains  and  Penalties,  as  in  cafe  of  Felony :  And 
the  Courts,  by  and  before  whom  fuch  Perfon 
or  Perfons  (hall  be  tried,  (hall  have  full  Power 
and  Authority  to  tranfport  fuch  Fclops  for  the 
Space  of  kv^n  Years,  in  like  Manner  as  other 
Jclons  are  diredted  to  ^be  tranfported  by  the 
iJaws  and  Statutes  of  this  Realxn.    • 
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• 

Commiffioners     gnB  bc  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority 
™g^??  1^  aforcfaid.  That  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any 
jj^  y^jj,g''cwenty-five  or  rporc  of  them,   affembted  ac 
£ime  again,  if  their  annual  Meeting  aforefaid,  upon  the  third 
ihqr  think  fir.  Tbur/day  in  Anguji^  (hall  have  full  JPower  and 
Authority  from  Time  to  Time,  to  Icflen  or 
reduce  the  Tolls  by  this  Aft  granted,  if  they 
the  faid  Commiffioners  (hall   think   proper; 
and  alfo  to  raife  and  augment  the  (ame  again, 
as  they  the  faid  Commiffioners,  or  any  twenty- 
five  or  more  of  them,  a(rembted  at  their  an- 
nual Meeting  as  aforelaid,  or  the  major  Part 
of  them  fo  alTembled,  (hall  judge  nccc(raryj 
fo  as  no  greater  Tolls  be,  at  any  Time,  de- 
manded or  taken,  than  are  by  this  Aft  granted 
and  made  payable. 
Trcafarcr  and     SltU  to  the  End  that  the  faid  Commiffioners 
Cfollcaora  to  may,  from  Time  to  Time,  be  enabled  to  de-  ^ 
accoant.         termine  what  Tolls  or  Duties  may  be  neceflfary 
to  be  raifed  for  the  Purpofes  of  this  Aft,  and 
that  the  refpeftive  Sums  of  Money  to  be  col- 
lefted,  levied  and  borrowed,  by  Virtue  there- 
of, may  be  duly  accounted  for.  Be  rt  funher 
enafted   by  the  Authority  aforefaid,  That  the 
Treafurer  or  Receiver  to  be  appointed  as  here- 
in before  is  direfted,  (hall  fairly  (et  down  and 
enter  in  one  or  more  Book  or  Books  to  be  kept 
for  that  Purpofe,  an  Account  of  all  Monies  by 
him  received  and  difburfed,  in  Purfuance  of 
this  Aft -,  (pecifying,  in  the  faid  Account,  the 
Times  when,  and  the  Perlbns  from  and  to 
whom  fuch  Monies  were  received  or  di{burfed, 
and  for  what  Ufes  and  Purpofes;  which  Book 
or  Books,  or  a  true  Copy  thereof,  figned  by 
the  faid  Treafurer  or  Receiver,  (hajl  be  deli- 
vered 
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vered  to  the  faid  Commiflioners,  at  their  annu* 
al  Meeting  aforefaid,  upon  the  third  ^Tmrfday 
in  jitiguft,  and  alfo  at  fuch  oiber  Meetings  as 
the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of 
them,  (ball  require  the  fame ;  and  the  faid 
Treafurer  or  Receiver  (hall  alfo  verify  the  faid 
Book  or  Books,  upon  Oath,  if  thereunto  re-^ 
quired  by  the  faid  Commiflioners,  or  any  nine 
or  more  of  them,  aflfembled  as  aforefaid ;  who 
^re  hereby  impowered  to  adminifterfuch  Oath, 
and  alfo  to  difcharge  fuch  Treafurer  or  Receiver 
of  all  fuch  Monies  as  he  ihall  have  fau*ly  and 
truly  accounted  for,  as  aforefaid :  And  the  faid 
Commiffioners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them, 
ihall  alfo,  at  their  annual  Meeting  as  aforefaid, 
and  at  fuch  other  Meetings  as  they  fhall  think 
proper,  fummon  before  them,  and,  if  they 
think  fit,  examine  upon  Oath  (which  Oath  the 
(aid  Commiffioncrs  are  hereby  impowered  to 
adminiftcr)  the  Colleftor  or  Colicftors,  Clerk, 
Surveyor  or  Surveyors,  and  Perfons  employed 
in  or  entrufted  with  the  Receipt  or  Expendi- 
ture of  all  or  any  of  the  Monies  to  be  raifed  by 
Vinue  of  this  Aft;  which  CoUeftor  or  Col- 
leftors.  Clerk,  Surveyor  or  Surveyors,  and  Per- 
fons employed  or  entrufted  as  aforefaid,  are 
hereby  required  to  render  to  the  faid  Commiffi- 
oners,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them,  aflfembled 
as  aforefaid,  a  true,  exaft  and  perfcft  Account, 
in  Writing,  of  all  and  every  the  Sum  and 
Sums  of  Money  fo  by  them  refpeftivcly  receiv- 
ed or  expended  as  aforefaid :  And  in  cafe  the . 
faid  Treafurer  or  Receiver,  Colleftor  or  Col- 
ieftors.  Clerk,  or  any  other  Officer  or  Pcrfon 
employed  or  entrufted  as  aforefaid,  fliall  be 

found 
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againfl:  him,  or  Judgment  be  given  againft  him, 

upon  a  Demurrer ;  then,  in  any  of  the  faid 

Cafes,  the  Defendant  fhall  recover  treble  Cods,  Treble  Cbfts 

and  have  the  like  Remedy  for  the  fame,  as  any 

Defendant  or  Defendants  hath  or  have  forCofts 

of  Suit,  in  any  other  Cafes,  by  Law, 

PIOWIICJ  always,  and  be  it  cnafted.  That  R.^^^ 
tiorhing  in  this  Adt  contained  Ihall  extend,  or  Corponitioo  of 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  invalidate,  leflen,  fiedfbrd  livd 
diminifh,   alter,    or  take  away,  any  of  thef»vcd. 
Rights,  Powers  or  Authorities  which,  by  an 
Aft  made  in  the  fifteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
ISling  Charles  the  fecond  (intituled,  4^  Alt  for 
feitling  the  draining  of  the  Great  Level  of  the 
Fjens^  called  Bedford  Level)  or  by  any  other 
Aft,  Statute  or  otherwife,  are  veiled  in  the  faid 
Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Commonalty;  except 
fuch 'Rights,  Powers  or  Authorities  as  arc  by 
this  Aft  altered  or  taken  away ;  or  to  invalidate, 
Jeflcn,  diminifh,  alter  or  take  away  any  of  the 
the  Rights,  Powers  or  Authorities  of  the  (aid 
Corporation  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens, 
called  Bedford  Levels  as  Commiflionersof  Sewers, 
afting  by  Prefentment,  and  Trial  by  a  Jury. 

SntI  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority  Pobfidc  Aft: 
aforefaid.  That  this  Aft  fhall  be  taken  and  aU 
lowed  in  all  Courts  within  this  Kingdom  as  a 
Publick  Aft ;  and  (hall  be  judicially  taken  No- 
tice of  as  fuch  by  all  Judges,  Juftices,  and  other. 
FerfonS)  without  fpecially  pleading  the  fame. 


Anno 


Anno  Regni 

G  E  O  R  G  I  I     II. 

REGIS 

Magna  Britanniee,  Francia  ^Hihernttey 
VICESIMO   NONO. 

At  the  Parliament  begun  and  holden 
at  Wejlminjler  the  thirty-firft  Day  of 
May  Anno  Dom.  1754,  in  the 
twenty-feventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord  GEORGE  the 
Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &'c. 

And  from  thence  continued,  by  feveral  Proro- 
gations to,  the  thirteenth  Day  of  Ncvember 
I  y^^y  being  the  third  Seflion  of  this  preient 
Parliament. 
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Anno  vfcefimo  nono 

ORG II  II.  Regis, 


,tk       I  V    it  I-  1i 


Ad  fot  eftablifhirig  a  Fund 
x  Payment  'of  the  Bonds  of 
he  Governor,  BailifFs  and  Com^ 
nonalty  of  the  Company  of 
3onfervators  of  the  Great  Le- 
vd.  of  the  Fens,  called  Bedford 
Level  y  and  for  exchanging  th@ 
prefent  Bonds  of  the  faid  Cor-* 
poration  for  other  Bonds,  pay-^ 
able  out  of  the  Revenues  of 
the  Middle  and  South  Levels, 
Part  of  the  faid  Great  Level ; 
and  for  enabling  the  faid  Cor- 
poration to  borrow  further 
Sums,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  faid 
Great  Level. 

M  la  WHEREAS 
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PrwinMe.  re-  W  -W"  y  H  E  R  E  A  S  by  an  Aft  of 
citing  Ciaufe*  %  A  /  Parliament  made  in  the  fiftecmli, 
il.'iSd^"    VV      Year  of  the    Reign  of    King 

ire  Bedford  ▼    ^        Charles  iM   Second,    intituled, 

Ixvcl.  jin  yfif  for  fettling  the  Draining  of  the  Great 

Level  of  the  Fens^  called  Bedford  Level,  taking 
Notice  that  Francis  Earl  oi  Bedford^  according 
to  a  Law  ot  Sewers,  made  at  Kin^s  Lytm  ia' 
the  fixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Firft,  had  undertaken  the  Draining  of  the- 
laid  Great  Ixvel,  fituate  within  the  Counties 
of  Northampton^  Norfolk^  Suffolk^  Lincoln^ 
Cambridge  and  Huntingdon^  and  the  IQe  of* 
Efy^  and  bounded  as  m  the  faid  A&  is  parti- 
cularly mentioned  and  defcribed ;  and  that  he, 
the  faid  Earl,  was  to  have  for  his  Recompencc 
ninety-five  thoufand  Acres  of  the  Grounds 
within  the  faid  Level,  with  convenient  High- 
ways and  Paffages  to  the  fame  \  and  that  fVil- 
Ham  Earl  of  Bedford^  Son  and  Heir  of  the  faid 
Earl  Francis^  with  divers  of  his  Adventurers 
and  Participants,  had  proceeded  in  the  com- 
plering  and  fini(hing  of  the  faid  Works ;  but 
that  the  fame  could  not  be  preferved  without 
conftant  Care,  great  Charge  and  orderly  Go- 
vernment ;  it  was  therefore,  amongft  other 
Things,  enafted.  That  the  faid  fVilliam  Earl 
oi  Bedford^  and  the  Adventurers  and  Partici- 
pants of  the  faid  Earl  Francis  and  Earl  William^ 
or  either  of  them,  their  Heirs  and  Afligns,  in 
(uch  Manner  as  in  the  faid  A£l  is  contained, 
fbtould  be  a  Body  Politick  and  Corporate,  in 
Deed  and  Name,  and  have  Succeflion  for  ever, 
by  the  Name  of  T^he  Governor^  Bailiffs  and 

Coph 


tonhkimdlty  tf  the  Company  ef  Conferi;aidh  of 
the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens ;  with  Power  td 
lay  Taxes  updn  the  faid  ninety-five  thdufand 
Acres  only  (twelve  ihoufand   Acres  whereof 
had  been  defigrted  and  intertded  for  his  lacd 
Majiefty  King  Charles  the  Firft,  and  had  been 
fetrot^h'and  alfbttdl  by  Bounds  in  Severahy) 
fbr  the  Support,  Ntaintenarice  and  Prefervaciort 
of  the  laid  Great  Level,  and  to  levy  the  fame 
iii^ith  Penalties  for  Kon-payment,  and  to  do  all  ^ 
other  Things  in  order  to  the  Support,  Main- ' 
teiiahce  and   Prefer vation  of  the  faid  Great 
Level  and  Works  made  and  to  be  made,  iri 
fuch  manner  as  in  the*  faid  Aft  Is  mentioned  i 
AifKj  whereas  by  another  A6t  made  in  the 
twentieth  Yeai*  of  the  Reign  of  King  Chdrks 
the  Second,  intituled.  An  AB  for  the  ttixing^^  Cai*.  It 
and  affejing  of  the  •  Lands  of  the  Adventurers  '     / 
within  the   Great  Level  of  the  Fens^  \i  was 
enadred.  That  eighty-three   thoufand  Acres, 
Ru'cel  of  the  faid  ninety- five  thoufand  Acres j 
Ihould,  from  Time  to  Time,  be  taxed  and  af- 
ieiled  by  a  gradual  Acre- tax,  of  different  Sons 
ac^d  Values  of  Lands ;  and  that  the  faid  twelve" 
thoufand  Acres,  Refidue  of  the  faid  ninety- five 
thoufand  Acres,  (hould  be  taxed  at  a  Medium 
of  the  whole  Tax,  to  be  from  Time  to  Time 
afleiTed  upon  the   faid    ninety- five   thoufand 
Acres :  And  to  the  End  that  the  faid  eighty- 
three  thoufand  Acres  might  be  rnore  equally 
taxed  by  a  gradual  Tax,  certain  Perfons  in  the 
fame  Aft  named,  were  appointed  Survey  or  J 
and  Valuers  of  the  faid  eighty-three  thoufand 
Acres  ;  and  were,  within  the  Time  limited  by 
the  Aft, 'to  digcft  the  faid  eighty- three  thou^ 
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Duke  of  Bedford  and  Earl  of  Liftdoln ;  and  for 
enhbUng  the  Proprietors  of  Lands  in  the  Ncrtb 
^Level^  Part  of  the  faid  Great  Levels  to  raife 
Jiiortey  to  difchurge  the  Proportion  of  the  faid 
Nort^  Lewi  in  the  Debts  of  the  faid  Corporation ; 
and  for  afcertaining  and  appropriating  the  Taxes 
^  be  lai^  onfbe  faid  North  Levels  and  for  the 
more  efftSfuijd  draining  and  prefervlng  the  faid 
North  Jjevef^  and  divers  Lands  adjoining  there* 
tOy  in  the  Manor  of  Crowland ;  taking  Nonce 
(amongft  other  Things)  that  at  a  Court  of  the 
feid  Corporation,  held  the  tenth  Day  of 
March  one  rhoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- 
fcveti,  the  faid  Corporation  declared,  that  the 
laid  Great  Level  fhould  be  diftinguifhcd  by  the 
fcveral^  Names  of  the  North  Levels  Middle  Le- 
vel and  South  Level \  and  alfo  taking  Notice 
that  the  fard  Corporation,  in  order  to  fupport 
and  preferve  the  fcveral  Works  for  draining 
the  faid  Great  Level,  had  been  obliged  to  bor- 
Tow  Money,  arid  coniraft  Debts,  anfiounting 
in  the  whole  to  the  Sum  of  forty-nine  thoufand 
one  hundred,  and  fifty- three  Pounds  eleven  Shil- 
lings and  nine  Pence ;  it  was,  amongft  other 
Things, enafted.  That  i  he  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs 
and  Commonalry  of  the  Company  of  Conferva- 
tors  of  the  faid  Great  Level  of  the  Fe;ns,  and  their 
Succeffors  and  all  and  every  the  Lands,  Taxes, 
Rents  and  Rwenues  of  the  faid  Corporation, 
(hould  be  abfolutely  difcharged  from  the  Sum 
of  eighteen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen 
Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  nine  Pence  (Part 
of  the  faid  Debt  of  forty- nine  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  fifty- three  Pounds  eleven  ShiU 

.    M  m  3    -  lings 


'""  '}'  Sun,   of  one 

^'"g  "uhh  ,he  fly 
manner  by  the  raid  Aa 
"'"•/"Pplieci  m  B 
"onoftheCidNorrt. 
fl'l";  -f  rh=  feid  Deb 
find  one  hundred  fifr 
SW  ,„g,  and  „ine  Pen. 

declared,  Tl,a,    ,b^  Tm 
'"■^  of  >h=  faid    A& 
twenrierh  Years  of  Kin, 

fe'W  upon  fo  „,uXh 
■be  Money  »■},  irk  n-Vft 


[  535  ] 

Bailiffs  and  Commonalty,  and  their  Succeflbrs, 
in  and  about  the  (evcral  Banks  and  Works  of 
the  faid  North  Level,  in  the  faid  Aft  particu- 
larly mentioned,  and  to  and  for  no  other  Pur-? 
pofe  whatfoever ;  and  that  th(;  faid  North  Le- 
vel, and  all  and  fmgular  the  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, Rents,  Taxes  and  Revenues  thereof 
fliould  be  freed,  exonerated  and  difcharged  of 
and  from  the  Rcfiduc  of  the  faid  Debt  of 
forty-nine  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  and 
all  Intereft,  payable  for  and  in  Refped  there- 
of; and  that  the  faid  North  Level,  or  the 
Lands,  Tenements,  Rents,  Revenues  and  Taxes 
thereof,  or  of  any  Part  thereof,  (hould  ndt  be 
fubjeft  or  liable  to  the  Payment  of  any  D^bt, 
or  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  which  fhould  at 
any  Time  thereafter  be  contracted,  taken  up 
or  borrowed  by  ;the  faid  Corporation,  for  or 
on  Account  of  the  faid  Middle  or  South  Le- 
vels, or  either  of  them ;  and  alfo  that  the  faid 
Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them, 
or  the  Lands,  Tenements,  Rents,  Revenues 
and  Taxes  of  them,  or  either  of  them,  fhould 
not  be  fubjeft  or  liable  to  the  Payment,  of  any 
Debt,  or  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  whatfoever, 
•which  (hould  at  any  Time  thereafter  be  con- 
trafted,  taken  up  or  borrowed  by  the  faid  Corpo- 
ration, on  Account  of  the  iaid  North  Level : 
And  whereas .  the  faid  Sum  of  one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  Pounds  has  been  raifed  and  ap- 
plied in  Purfuance  of  the  faid  Aft  of  the 
twemy-feventh  Year  of  his  prefent  Majefty's 
Reign  ;  and  the  faid  Corporation  have  alfo, 
fince  the  making  of  the  faid  lad- mentioned  Aft, 
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the  Paymenc  of  the  Deb^  due  to  the  £ud 
Creditors,  may  beoome  deficient:  And  where-- 
^  the  faid  Corporation  may  have  Occafion  to 
borrow  further  Sums  of  Money  for  the  Sup- 
port and  Prefer vation  of  the  (aid  Great  Level; 
^d  it  will  be  necefiary  to  diftinguiih  in  all  fu- 
ture Bonds,  eo  be  entered  into  by  the'  faid  Corpo* 
raiioo,  whether  the  Money  borrowed  upon  mch 
Bonds  be  for  or  on  Account  of  the  faid  Mid- 
dle and  South  Ijevels,  or  for  or  oh  Account  of 
the  iaid  North  Level :  To  the  End  therefore 
that  a  fufficient  Fund  may  be  at  all  Tiroes 
hereafter  ratfed  and  focured  for  Payment  of  the 
fionds  of  the  faid  Corporatbn  ;  and  that  the 
Bonds  given  by  the  faid  Corporation  for  the 
faid  Sum  of  twcnty^-leven  thoufand  four  hundred 
Md  forty  Pounds,  may  be  exchanged  as  afore* 
(aid  I  and  that  the  faid  Corporation  may  be 

enabled  to  borrow  fuch  further  Sums  as  (hall 

I 

be  necefTary  for  the  Support  and  Prefervatioa 
cf  ihe  fiid  Great  LeveU    And  that  diftinft 
Bonds  may  be  given  for  the  Money  which 
ihali  be  ib  borrowed  upon  Account  of  the  faid 
Middle  and  Sou^h  Levels,  and  upon  Account 
of  the  faid  North  Level ;  be  h  ena£ted  by  the 
KJD^s  mod  Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with 
xhe  Advice  and  Confenc  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent 
Parliaunent  afTcmblcd,  and  by  the  Auiboriry 
of  the  (ame.  That  during  fuch  Time  as  any  ^  gggie  Tax 
Debt  or  Sum  of  Money  (hall  be  due  and  ow-  to  be  Itid  opon 
ingfrom  or  upon  Account  of  the  faid  Middle  the  Middle 
.^nd  South  Levels,  all  fuch  Parrs  of  the  (aid  ^^  ^Jjjj,^ 
eighty-three  thoufand  Acres  as  lie  within  the  J^^  *^JJ|2n|, 
fyjA  irfiy^k^  or  either  of  theia,  (hall  yearly  and  ance  of  anj 

every  Debt  thmon*: 


:  5?;]  ; 
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yeriiies.of  the  faid  Middle  and  South  L^vek 
ihall  be,  and  ihcy  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a 
Security  for,  and  (hall  be  charged  and  charge^ 
able  with,  the  Payment  of  the  Sums  mention-^ 
ed  in  fuch  Bonds,  and  all  Incereit  due,  and 
to  become  due  thereupon. 

3nll  to  the  End  that  the  faid  Corporation  Corp^ntioa 
may  be  at  all  Times  enabled  to  raife  fuch  Sums  impowered  to 
pf  Money  as  (hall  be  neceflfary  for  the  Support  borrow  for  the 
and  Prcfervation  of  the  faid  Great  Level,  and  JJ^*  w^^i 
for  defraying  the  other  neceflfary  expences  a^-  no'J'^exceedUie 
tending  the  lame ;  be  it  further  enafted.  That  ^©ool. 
it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Governor,  BailifFa 
and  Confervators,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them, 
whereof  the  faid  Governor,  or  Bailiffs,  or  any 
of  them,  to  be  two,  with  the  Confent  of  the 
Duke  of  Bedford^  his  Heirs  or  AlTigns,  Lord  or 
Liords,  Lady  or  Ladies,  of  the  Manor  ofThorney^ 
and  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln^  his  Heirs  or  Affigns, 
Owner  or  Owners  of  High  and  Low  Borough 
-Fen,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  borrow  upon 
3onds,  under  the  common  Seal  of  the  faid 
Corporation,  fuch  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money  a$ 
|hey,  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confer-        '  ' 

vators,  or  any  feven  or  more  of  them  as  afore- 
faid,  (hall  judge  neceflfary  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
(aid  North  Level,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
the  Sum  of  five  thoufand  Pounds  5  declaring 
in  fuch  Bonds,  that  the  Money  fccured  thereby, 
is  due  and  owing  upon  Account  of  the  faid 
North  Level;  and  alfo  any  Sum  or  Sums  ofandtnySam 
Money  which  they  the  faid  Governor,  Bailiflfs^^^^^Mi^^^^l* 
and  Confervators,   or  any  feven  or  more  of*".    ?"^^^' 
them  as  aforefaid,  (hall  judge  jnece(rary  for  the  whole  Debti 
yf(;  of  the  faid  Middle  and  South  Levels,  or  noc  exceed 

cither  3  2*000 1^ 
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Year  of  hiJ  prefent  Majefty*s  Reign  to  the  cdri- 
trary  thereof  an  any  wife  notwithftanding :  And 
that  all  andfingutaf  the   Rents,  Taxes  and 
Sums  of  Money  to  be  received,  railed  or  levied 
by  the  faid  O)rporation,  from<  upon,  or  up^ 
on  Account  of  fuch  Part  of  the  faid  ninety- 
five  thoufand  Acres  as  lie  Within  the  faid  Mid-* 
.  die  and  South  Levels,  or  either  of  them,  (hall 
be  charged  and  chargeable,  in  the  Brft  Place, 
with  the  Payment'  of  the  aforefaid  Debt  of 
twenty- fcven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty 
Pounds,  and  of  fuch.  other  Sutns  of  Money  asf 
ffaall  be  borrowed  Upon  Account  of  the  faid 
Middle  and  South  Levels^  and  of  the  Intereft 
of  fuch  Debt  and  Sums  of  Money  t  And  the 
Receiver  of  the  faid  Corporatibn  is  hereby  im-* 
powered'  and  required,  out  of'  the  lirft.  Money 
which  Ihall  from  Timfe  to  Tithe  come  to  his 
Hands,  arififng  from  the  Rents,  Taxes  and  Re-* 
venues  of  the'faid  North  Level,  to  pay  the  In- 
tereft of  fuch  Bonds  as  (hall  be  entered  into 
upon  Account  of  the  lard  North  Level,  and 
Bonds  to  be     alfo  the  Principal  Money  due  irpon  fuch  Bonds^ 
paid  off,  upon  upon  fix  Months  Notice  left  for  that  Purpofe 
Not^e"^en  ^^  ^^^  Office  of  the  faid  Corporation  in  Londotii 
ttthcVeni*     '^y  ^^^  Perfon  or  Perfons  pofleffcd  of    fuch 
Office:  Bonds;  and  the  faid  Receiver  is  alfo  hereby 

impowered  and  required,  out  of  the  firft  Mo- 
ney which  (hall  from  Time  to  Time  come  to 
his  Hands,  arifing  from  the  Rents,  Taxes  and 
Revenues  of  the  faid  Middle  and  South  Levels, 
to  pay  the  Intereft  of  fuch  Bonds  as  fhall  be 
entered  into  upon  Account  of  the  faid  Middle 
>nd  South  Levels,  and  alfo  the  Principal  Mo« 

ney 


3tltl  he  it  furtber^Aafte^i  That  aUBaedf Tobetranf. 
to  he  given  by,  the  f^d^iQ)Kpf»^tibFH-ft4H;:te^"'g^^^ 
transferrabfe  or  aflSgnable  bj:  Indorfemeiit  upoft  °"'  tamps. 
the  originat  Bond,  wi^oar  S^mps^    to.^njt'' 
Perfon  or  Perfons^  whpnDfoevcr  •,    and  rfach  Aflignmcnts 
Trapsff r  or  Affignmeint  being  produced  $o  the  ^^  \^^^^ 
Rcgifttr  of  the  laid  Corporation,  and  by  biin^f  |jj^  ^\r^. 
entered  in  a  Book.  U^  ^  kepc  for  that  Porpofc,  ration, 
(which  Entry  the  faid  Regifter  is  hereby  ret 

3 aired  tp  make  upon  Rqqueft,  the  Perf<>n  ptOf^ 
uciDg  fuch  Transfer  or  Affignmenr^  P^yit;^ 
ihe  Sum  of  two  Sbiirmg$:  and  fix  Penqe:  for 
every  (uch  Entry)  (hali  intitle  the  Perf0ii  dt 
Perfons  to  wfaom  iuch  Transfer  or  Adigt^ment 
ihall  be  tnade,   his,  beir  or  their  Execuix)!^ 
Adniiniftrators-or  AfligpSj'.to  the  Money  f^- 
cured  by  foch  Bopd,  and' all  Intereft  du^.orto 
g^ow  due  thereupon :  And  Aich  Afiignefn  or  A£» 
£gnejes  thay,  in  like  Manner,  by  Indorfemenc 
without  Stamp,  affigi)  ^ndt/^nsfer  fqch  Bond.of 
Bonds  (b  afligned  as  aforefaid  s  an^  ^q  Wiesquor 
ties^  aspcpafioij  ^laljk  require;  every  fincbAfr 
fignmem  being  entered  ia  fuch  Booka^aforeTatid,     r    '    -c*\ 
^nft  he  it  tuaMr  cna<fted.  Thai  all  and  fin^Wene^^  ^j{y| 
guUr  the  Rents,  Taxe»  and .  Sums  of  Money  by  tj|^  Corp<»^ 
to  be  received,  railed  or  levied  by  thefaid  Cor- ratiop  «ppii^ 
pora,tion,  from,   upoOj  Qfupon  AccQunt  of  J**^ '^^^^^^J^ 
liich  Part  of  rhe  faid  ;iinery.fi.v«  (hou(an(d  Acres,  J;'"^^^^^ 
asli^  wijchin  the  la^d  North  Level,  ^J -bevels,  how  to* 
charged  and  charge^bl^,  i/i  the  Eri^  Place^  H^ichbe  applied. 
the  Payment  of  fuch  SiKns  pf  Man,ey  a^  Qiott 
at  any  Time  hereafter  jbe  borrowed  by  the 
&id  Corporation   upon  Account  of  the  faid 
I^orth  Level,  ajid  the  Interefl;  of  fuj:h  Sumas 
any  thing  in  the  faid  A£t  of  the  twenty-feventh 

Year 
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dl^fcd  oF  for  the  Ufe  or  upon  K 
iaid  Middle  and  Souch  Lcvd^aJ 
them. 

PubtickAft.       3ntl    be    it  further  enaifhd  ariij 
That  this  Afb  fhatl  be  decmedaodA 
all  Courts  within   this  Kingdom)  it 
lick  Aft  i  and  ftiall  bcjudiciaRj 
'        of  asfuch,   by  all  Judges,  Jufti(»,ii 
Pcrfons,  without  fpeciaily  pleading  di 


[*S4S] 

24  GEO*  z.    C.  23. 

jin  ASi  for  the  regulating  the  Commencemem 
of  the  Tear ;  and  for  cor  re  SI in^,  the  Calendar 
now  in  life* 

AND  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  Authority 
aforefaid,  that  the  feveral  Meetings  of  the  Court 
of.  Seffion,  and  Terms  fixed. for  the  Court  of  Exche- 
q\ier  in  Scotland^  the  April  Meeting  of  the  Gover- 
nor, Bailiffs,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Company  of 
Confervators  of  the  Great  Level  of  the  Fens,  and 
the  holding  and  keeping  of  all  Markets,  Fairs  and 
Marts,  whether  for  the  Sale  of  Goods  or  Cattle,  or 
for  the  Hiring  of  Servants,  or  for  any  other  Purpofe, 
which  are  either  fix'd  to  certain  nominal  Days  of 
the  Month,  or  depending  upoa  the  Beginning,  or 
any  certain  Day  of  any  Month,  and  all  Courts  inci- 
dent or  belonging  to,  or  ufually  holden  or  kept  with 
any  fuch  Fairs  or  Marts,  fixM  to  fuch  certain  Times 
as  aforefaid,  (ball  not  from  and  after  the  faid  fccond 
Pay  of  September^  be  continued  upon,  or  according 
to  the  nominal  Days  of  the  Month,  or  the  Time 
of  the  Beginning  of  any  Month,  to  be  computed 
according  to  the  faid  new  Calendar ;  but  that  from 
^nd  after  the  faid  fecond  Day  of  September^  The,  faid 
Courts   of  Seffion   and  Exchequer,    the  faid  April 
Meeting,  and  all  fuch  Markets,  Fairs  and  Marts  as 
aforefaid,  and  all  Courts  incident  or  belonging  there- 
to, (hall  be  holden  and  kept  upon,  or  according  to 
.  the  fame  natural  Days,  upon  or  according  to  which 
the  lanie  (bould  have  been  fo  kept  or  holden  in  cafe 

^Nn  this 
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INDEX. 


M, 


INDEX   to    Lynn    Law. 

BANKS,  fio  Faflage  to  be  had  thefeotl 
but  for  towing  boats      — —     Page  1 3 
Bedford  Earl  of^  undertakes  draining  in 
fix  Years  *■  8 

*^To  have  95000  A.    exclufive  of  Lakes, 
Meers,    Forelands  ■■  9 

'^To  hatre  it  let  out  withia  three  Months  after 
Survey  "  ■  10 

— «Of  his  Froportion  40000  A.  to  be  charged 
for  pf efervation  of  Works        *  ■        ikiJ* 
i^To  apply  to  the  King  to  be  incorporated 
with  AfTociates         ■  — ~-    iHJ^ 

—To  have  his  proportional  Allotment  when 
.  3O000  A.  drained  together       *-r-^       2  f 
•*^To  make  Drains  and  Cuts^  and  take  Earth 
any  where,  making  Recompence  14 

^^-To  have  new  Rivers,  Guts,  Drains,  Banks, 
and  Forelands^  ■«  13 

C 

Charles  I.  reeotninends  Draining  to  Commit 

fioners  — —  ■  ■    >         5 

««^Releafes  all  benefit  of  Law  19  James  L    t6 

Nn  —To 
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—To  give  Aflenc  to  Lynn  Law  palling  into 
an  A&  gf  Parlianienr^  and  accept  of 
12000A.        — — -  —    Page  16 

Clows  Crofs  Drain  to  be  kept  under  Soil     13 

R 

Dikes  Partition^  to  be  made  by  Land  Ow- 

"  ncrs  ■  ■  ■'  >  "     ■  II 

a 

Grant  and  Glean  Rivers -^Navigation  to  be 
prcferv*d  '  ji 

K 

Hlghimyt  Md  PklSigep  la  bt  ftd  ont  by  Com- 
miflioners  ■'  »■«  11 

:  L. 

l^ymi  IPbn  and  Haven  to  bt  pfeferr^        ss 

M. 

Mtaey  to  be  paid  wfiere  bods  mack  better 
and  no  Allbtnieni  taken        ^  *""""      »5 

N. 

Navigation  to  be  under  Jurimi&ion  oi  Com- 
miffiooerS)  of  whom  V ice-ckaoceUor  of  Ckn^ 
bridge,  Mayors  of  King%  Lyofiy  and  Cam- 
bridge to  be  Arce  *  ■■  "'■»  •  r« 

Nean  River,  Navigation  not  te  bein^w:\l  HiJ^ 

OuzQ  Navigatioffr  not  to  be  w^ii  ihii. 


« ■    » 
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8. 

S^v&eik  Mihttf  fijMlIi  Adtrentursts  itUy  take 
Money  or  lAnd        •*'  "^  ■"%       PagttZ 

Tax  laid  by  CbmmiQioQers  never  paid         6 

Verinuydca  Sir  Cornelius,  Rcdcal  of  bis  cxM^ 

tradt  '••  ■ iJndi 

•*-Dcmands  95,000  A.  for  draining     —    7 

w. 

^elland  Riyer  Navigation  not  to  be  injured  1 21 


Indenture  of  Fourteen  P$rts« 

A. 

Adventurers  ^Famcs  of  OriginaJ,Nuaibett 
of  Sb^es  each  eng^es  fipr,  agree  to  ful^ 
tain  proportiooal  Share  of  the  Clnrge      26 

«>^Ta  have  proportional  Share  of  all  Profit^ 
and  Retnedy  againft  Comtniffiooe^s        29 

-^For  every  Shafe  to  expend  500/.  or  more 
ifn'eceffary  "^    ■  ■    ■■"      3  a 

•^May  affigiv  their  Shares  —  ji 
On  Failure  of  Paymef»(^  alter  ten  days  No- 
tice, to  be.excluded  Benefit        t"^"^-    3^ 

Nna 
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B. 

Bedford  Earl  of^  agrees  that  the  Adventurera 
'  (hall*be  his  Afflgnees  of  Recompence  in  ji^ 

Proportions        -—  »     Pi^e  27 

—To  aflign  as  often  as  any  Quantity  of  Land 

is  drainM  ■     "  ■  ■■■  >         28 

I. 

Indcnttire  of  Foorteen  Parts^-Parties  thereto 

and  Recitals  ■■  ■     ■■■  23 

...  • 

s. 

Shares,  Proportion  of  Lsind  diinded  into  twen> 

■  '  *  ^ 


Charter  of  Incorporation. 

B. 

BAillffs  to  take  oath  of  Ofike        —     79 
Bedford  Earl  of  and  others  made  Body 
CopOrate  and  Politic  72 

Bifhops  and  Ordinaries  to  confecrate  Churches 
and  Chapels  built  by  Corporation  85 

C. 

Churches  and  Chapels  Power  given  to  Corpo- 
ration to  build^  and  endow,  and  prefent  to 
the  fame  *   ■■  ■  84 

Commonalty  to  be  eleded  by  Perfons  not  fei^d 

of 
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of  lefs  than  50  A.,  to  be  removed  on  jod 
Czu&         -*--«•  -~*        Pag^yG 

Confervators  Society  oft  made  a  Body  Corpo- 
rate and  Politic  — ^^-*  72 

Corporation-— their  Title         -^^ ^        iHd* 

^To  have  perpetual  Succeffion,  purchaife  lands 
and  Tenements,  and  do  all  other  Corporate 
Afts  ^  -—  73 

—The  firft  Members  of  it  named  iiid. 

—To  have  a  common  Seal  and  Power  of  air 
.  tering  of  it  ■     >  ■  Hid. 

—To  have  a  common  Hall  there  to  meet, 
and  elcft  Qovcrnor,  Deputy-governor,  and 
Bailiflfa  "       ■  ■'    ^        Hid. 

D. 

Deeds  to  be  r^fter*d  within  three  Months 
after  Date,  Party  negleding  to  forfeit  Fran- 
chifes  and  Liberties  — *  88 

F, 

Fens  their  miferable  Condition         —        71 

^^Draining  thenv  cannot  be  managed  but  by 
a  Corporation        — —        — -«       mj^ 

Fen  Land  Owners  of,  not  to  be  put  on  civil 
Offices  out  of  Precinft        •         8  8 

Fines  and  Amerciaments  granted  to  Corpora- 
tion ■■  81 

Letters  Patent,  Recital  of  former,  which  are 

furrendered  up  69,  70 

*'      To  pafs  without  paying  Fees  90 

N  n  3  6. 


I  sso  3 

Oath  of  Office  to  be  admmtftred  by  Dep^y^ 
^vernor,  Baiiiffi,  &/.         •^     ^^^79 

S. 

3trechatn  a  weekly  Market,  and  two  annual 
Fairs  to  be  held  there  •— —  83 

T. 

fhorney  a  weekly  M4rket»  and  two  anaua} 

Fairs  to  be  bekl  there  -^-~-  82 

T0U3  to  be  t^ken  by  theCorporatioo»fpeci6€d  8  f 

Y. 

Vacancies  ctn  Death  orRetnoval  in  the  Body  to 
be  fiUpd  up     -  ■  .   76 

5t.  Ives  Law  of  Sewers  ajid  Sche* 

dule, 

A. 

A  Llotments,  ]Errors  in  them  re^jikd  1-12 

B. 

Bedford  Earl  of,  adjudged  to  have  drainedFenS| 
95000  A.  decreed  him  with  Water- courfesf, 
(^c,  fubjeft  to  Rent  of  10/.         103,  4,  5 

—To  have  Power  to  make  new  Works     112 

•—Waters,  Pits,  Holes,  (^c.  not  drainable 
vetted  in  him  ■  ^/i. 

— To  apply  with  Commilfioners  for  Ratifica- 
tion of  Decree  — ^ — —  113 

Berwick  ■»  -  183 

Berry 
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Bary     ■■      ■  ■  —      Pageiti 

Byall  Feon  ■     ■■   ■        — — —    163 

Bot&m  ■■■■-  ■  .  — r—        334 

Burwel        — '-■         ^    ■  ■  -  133^ 

Braodon  » ■  —      12/ 


CaldeootE  — —           — -  ■—•     227 

Chartreflfc -'-— —  177 

Cooington  ■'  ■  ■  —            ■           226 

Cottenham  ——             — — *       135 

Covcney  ,«                   ■ '  -  '  ■    -       157 

Crowland  ■'  -   '  ■           — .     237 


Dereham        — ■             ■■  118 

Denton        — ■-  ■             ^'   227 

Denver            —  - ■            — -■■  ■—  115 

Dikes  Pu'titioo,  lo  be  raide  according  to  in- 

tent  of  Lynn  Law            — 1 1 2 

Ditton        — -•'  -            —     ■■■■  134 

Doddingion            —  — "—            ■  183 

Doddington  fmall  fcvenls        >— —  191 

Downham  in  the  Ifle            — —  ■  ■  j^ 

E, 

£wify  Moor              •— «            — ~-  aoo 

£laie                       "            — .  15^ 

Ely        . 144 

Eye              ^— —              — ■  '■■-  234 


Faffet  —— •  — ■     231 

fcltwet              ' ■  •  ■  ■    —    119 

Fordham      ■  — ■  '■  ■■                130 

N  n  4  G. 
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G. 

Glatton       V                   -— ^  Page22f 

Grqnty  Fen           •'^^ — ^  •'— ^    1 65 

H, 

Haddenham            ■    ' '    ■  ■             138 

Helgay        -    "     ■  "    116 

Highways  particularly  fct  out  • — ^      106 

Jiignie             »         " »              -  ■              226 

Hock  wold                     i  I'  ■,  i    '     122 

Horningfey        ■»                    »-  »  ■          134 

I. 

Ifleham        •?— —        ^  ■  .■■.  ■     120 

L. 

Lackingheath         ■.  ■■      ■       123 

X^ckingheath  feverab         «-« — ^  124 

l-adus  Fen        ■  -—       200 

Littleport            it.  .  - ■        ^  i       ■      146 

M. 

Maney         *«-'^!^          ------  ■  mu..    163 

March             >                       ■  183 

Mcpall         ■                     ■  167 

Mcpall  fcverals        •--- — —  ■!    .         169 

Mechwold        f'                   ■  .  119 

Mildenhall           -: — ^  i^fr*-^       12$ 

N. 

Norwold        «!  ■■'  I'  ■         118 


O. 
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o. 

Outwel        *« — ^^        ■■'  Page  2Qi 

Over        '  *  ■••  ^      -■  137 

P. 

Fetcrburrow  Law  of  Sewers,  Recital  therec^ 

96,  7,  8,  9 
«-^-G)mplaincs  againft  it  heard  by  Privy  Coun- 
cil, Proceeding  thereon        — ■•^        i  o  i 
Peterburrpw        — ^ -•         *-^ «-    232 

Qui  ■■■i      <  ■     '  t  ■■ '  13^ 

R. 

Ramfey        »u..  ■«■■■     "^        218 

Ramfey  feverals        ■■     ■>   ■        —1—    221 

Rampcon  ^^   ■ "  -  »         136 

Reach  •*■  •?« 133 

Redmore  Grounds  ■  ■       ■*  15^ 

Rivers  and  Drains,  antient  to  remain  to  right 

Owners  ■  ■  11 

Roxhan^  •— ■#  — »-^    11 

■ 

a 

S^wtrce       -i  -  *-■"•■■  -i-^    226 

Somerfliam            '-                    ■  i^/i. 

Southrey        >           ■           >■■  117 

Sohatn           ■  .1   .  *              'X  .  <     129 

Stanground             »     .    ■■«          ■  197 

Stilton          — —             >..  229 

Stoke        -  ■           •          ■    ■  118 

Stretfaam            '' ■  .  ■■»     142 

§utton  in  Holland                     *■  198 

Suttoo 
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Sutton  in  the  Iflc    —  —  Page  ij% 

Sutton  South  of  Bedfoiti  ■     -       175 

Swaflfham    .     ---r— •  ->-~-           133 

T, 

Thctford              — ^  — '^      14* 

Tboroejr        V"  "'     '  *  ■  197 

W. 

Watcrbeach              ^-^  ,   ••^-•^  135 

Warbois         '■"■■»            - "'  "■■*  a  17 

Welncy     ■■            ,     ■    '^  ■         ■   .  ■■      201 

Weft  more              ■  ■■■  ■»  ^'  "'^  156 

Whittlefey  fcvtrak        *  ■  ,■  f^                195 

Whittlcfey        ■  »■                193 

Wilton                       ■'  "-        122 

Wickin         ""  ■  '    ■■  '■  ■  ■■  ■              IJO 

Wivelingham              ■■>  ^'    "■  136 

Wilburtoa        — *  — ^             241 

Wichford              •~—  — —         165 

Wicham          -'— ^  — — •          ihii. 

Wimblington            "  ■  "  ■^        '  '  ■■■  ■    183 

Wisbech        — *— —  -■■                  198 

Wiftowe            »  IP—     a^iS 

Woodwalton           -^     ■  ■         — —  224 


Pretended  A6t  of  Parliament. 

A. 

ADventurers  to  make  new,  or  enlarge  okl 
Cuts         —      .  .  *-;         247 

—To 
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To  IfiTPt  bee  U^ptb  snd  Regr<&  with  Gam 
«d  Quriages        —  —      Page  248 

•M»Any  five  to<:ollc£b  Arrears  of  Tax  and  let 
new,  and  to  make  Orders,  and  employ 
Workmen,  and  fell  for  Non-payment  of 
Tots        — '  ^^  249, 259 

t^May  adventure  for  20qA,  1000  A.  or 
500  A,  «55 

tt^To  iubfoibe  in  a  Bdok  ivbAt  cbey  adven- 
ture for  «•  —  iiiJt 

«^Tiicir  Sbarcfi  to  contribiic^  co  Maioceoance 
of  Works  •«  •^,         257 

«i«To  meet  and  eiHtr  Nanies  and  Stuui^  /^ 

«^May  plead  General  Iflue,  and  give  a£t  in 
Evidenoe^  on  Actons  int^bc  for  Things 
<)ooe  ia  Eiiecutioo  of  A&        -^        96 1 

B. 

S^ord  Francis  Earl  of.  Recital  of  his  Under- 
taking       —  —  —  245 

t  William  Earl  ofi  Son  and  Heir  of  Earl 
Francis,  declared  Undertaker,  and  to  com^ 
pleat  Draining  within  a  time  limited    Hid. 

Poundaries  of  Lev^        -^  —      242 

CotnmilSoners  of  Sewers  not  to  itifertneddie 

with  Adveatyrers  — -  2.49 

r— Power  of,  given  to  Perfons  feiz'd  of  200  A. 

who  are  to  lay  Taxes,  Gfr.  251,  2 

Commiffiooers  aj^XMnt^  1^.A&  lo  adjudge 

,  when  3000  A,  drained,  tff .        —    iUd. 

To  give  Satisf^QQ  ftx'  Ijaiids  made  ^Oric 

—To 
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-To    adjudge  on  Eamiai, , 
■ — Named  . 


Fcnn  Grounds  to  be  oadc  W«J 
^*-  "hsn  who,^  j,^;  I 

-StS,'«">"i.to.6e .«;;,,  ^ 

■ .  jj| 


Rcaptadcs  not 


R. 


to  «ceed  15000A,      J 


^''l?"!!..-^'''  ^"'"nd,    Exce, 
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w. 

ind  River  not  to  be  intermeddled  with 

Page  248 


mmmmmt^ammmmmmH^''mmmmmmmmmmmtmiitmmammmmmmmi^tmmmmmammmmJt'mm 

I^  'fteenth  of  Charles  the  Second. 

— •> 

A. 

^4  C  T  of  Parliament,  pretended  one  in 

T'X     1649            —  —        269 

^^dventurcrs     to     have  for    Recompcnce 

V''  95000  A.            —  —      268 

»-  B. 

"Sailiffs  CO  have  400  A.  282 

Barons  of  Exchequer,  on  Failure  of  Commifli* 
oners  of  Judkature,  to  determine  Controver* 
JT    lies  in  Great  Level  "  314 

Bodies  Politic,  Owners  of  Land  in  Great  Le- 
vel may  demife  for  2 1  Years        — •     311 


• 


C. 

Complaints  of  Land  Owners  in  the  Great  Le- 
vel recited        ■  — -     293 

CommiOioners  for  determining  Cbmplaints  ap* 
pointed  for  the  fix  Counties        ~*      294 

— Defedts  on  Deaths  how  txf  be  fupplied  295 

~-Seven  or  more  of  them  to  determine  Cbm- 
plaints ■  ■    ■" '    '     ibid. 

-—To  give  Satisfaction  for  Lands,  or  Intereft 
made  worfe  by  Draining  -«        296 

-—To 


-^To  rcftore  Proportions  fet  out  <x}tittiff  tO 
St.  Ives  Law         .  y  Page  297 

•^To  docree  Ai»e«i4mf n^  if  Ns^nrigi^oir.  h 
oitdc  worfe  or  drove  Ways  or  Bridges  areob- 
ftrufted  ■  ■■  299 

— *-On  Refufal  of  Corporation  to  tax  95000  A. 
'  w litre  N AY igac ion  1^  wjw^  aii6P  Noiioe 
given  may  diftrain,  Money  fo  raisM  to  be  ap^ 
plied  to  Navigation       ■     ■  300 

«^lb  afixrtaia  the  .Eoands  of  QooflOOy  &l 

'    .  find. 

•—To  certify  the  fame^into  Chancery        301 

rrTfrla]rTiixo»^9^QQoA.  if  S^n^  A-^  tq^e- 
t  tber  lay  drowned  twelve  Montiu^fpr  dfrn-' 
'  iw  theAme:  -— ^  .  *— -^  ituL 
•»«^To   icquefter    Landa..  for    NfOrpaymenc 

thereof  ■■  /J/^* 

—To  fwear  Witneffc%. .  ■   ■  303 

•^Not  to  aft  till  fworti  ■'Mii<  304 

'^Thcir  Oteilv  Fofo  of  k  "r'f  "'*  go* 
•^Thcir  Judgiwne  i9 1»  6»l  r-'^^  ^^</- 
•^Their  Metuag  Places!  fixed«  ^Kkcr^f  No^ 

tice  to  be  givcni  -^ »  .■■■"'  3^ 

-^Noc  to  Voue  iff  Bwikks  qf  tlie'ir  Counties 

nor  to  have  any  Intereft  in  the  Level  306 
—To  give  Satisfaftioa  for  Lands  made  worfe 

by  ncivf  Worka  ■  >>?  ii^ 

•-^By  View  or  Exatairution  of  Witoiflo^  to 

adjud^  of  DivifioB^  Md  Ijicl(9^foci8i^  ior  (fa« 

Improvement  of  Wajt^  .  ■  vv  « ■■->  308! 
-«Tq  ^rtify  i»K)  Patty-B^Ofto^   -h-i    313 

Corporation  created  ""r "        .  268 

•~To  cofuiaue  till  Whitiiia  Week  16^^  to 

fue  and.  be  ftied;  and  purcbafe^  JUuods  ^70 
—Any  Member  nuy  be  fflmoiv^  ac  a  puhlick 

Meeting       ; "j  ■     »         283 

—Power 
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««o«BcnMr  ghren  t9  detmnd  Accotmtt  frocn 
Officers         — —         — — *      P^agt  283 

*-*May  crefl:  Works  within  or  without  the 
Level  — — ^  ■     • "  ■  ■      281 

•«^To  execute  Eftatts  according  to  Trtift  un^ 
dcr  CoffHnoit  Seal  ■»■  278 

«^Taftand  feixed  for  Snklys^  6f^.  285 

*^To  iafkfy  Parties  dtftnrmed,  where  fuch 
Diftrefs  arifes  from  their  Refufal  to  pay  ac- 
cording to  Determination  of  Comtniflioners 
of  G>mpbinc         ■■  '  '      302,  3 

-•^Ta  be  fuk^efl  to  A6lion  of  Pebt  on  Refnfal 
of  Fiynoent  on  Demand       ^-^—^        303 

-r^To  inakc  Satisfo6kion  for  Lands  cut  through 

«^Not  to  be  cliaiged  for  Brcadies  by  inevita- 
ble Acddmis        --.—  ——I    315 

«^Not  to  be  Kable  to  Satisfedion  for  Damage 
done  hf  making  Banks         ■  ■     '        Uni. 

Conmonaky  to  have  100  A.        ^    283 

Gonlcrvator  to  have  200  A.       — ~-      Uni. 

Conveyances  to  be  entered,  and  none  (rf*  Force 
but  ffom^  Entry  ■■■»"■    ■  27;$ 

D^ 

Divifions  oiriy  to  (bbjed^  Bounds  to  Eoclefi* 
aftical  JurifdiAion  »    ■  j  1 7 

Doufdale  Bank,  King  and  Queen's  Majefty 
to  continue  Pofleffion  thereof  fcM*  Avoidance 
of  Water  into  South  Bau  310 

E. 

EleAiom  of  Body  to  be  naade  on  Wednesday 
m  Whitfun-Wedc        282 

•--^Lefieea^  of  Kkig's  idooo  A,  and  A^ns  to 
vote  in  *■    '   ■■-  — -*    314 

Ex- 
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l^changes  to  be  rctakeniand  enteml  d^ 

Grounds  feveral  if  cut  b^  CorporatioD,  Satif^ 

fadbion  to  be  made  ■^'  "■■■  ■-«  28 1 

Governor  to  take  Oath  of  Office,  and  to  have 

.    400 A.        ■ ■  ■       ■>    28a 

t. 

Indenture  of  fourteen  Farts  recited  268 

Judicature  eredted  to  confift  of  two  Chief  Ju(» 
tices.  Chief  Baron  and  Juftices  of  Common 
Pleas,  to  determine  Difference^  botween  Ad« 
venturers,  their  Affignees  and  Truftees,  and 
Claimants  under  pretended  A£t  '  ^^  .288 
—To  have  the  fame  Power  as  Court  of  Chan- 
cery ■  ■  ■  "  ■  "■■  289 
~-To  have  refpedt  to  Monies  expended  and 
to   abate   Profits    received    ^tid    Intereft 

289, 90 
—To  direft  who  (ball  pay  Taxes  —  29a 
InclofureSjDifturbers  thereof  to  forfeit  20/.  317 

King  to  have  fam^  Title   to  any  Part  of 
83000  A.  as  Ferfons  attainted  had       ^84 

L. 

Letters  Patent  of  Incorporation*   Recital  of 

268 

Lands  83000  A.  vetted  in  Corporation  to  be 

held  in  Socage  ■    v  273,4 

•^locQoA.  vetted  in  the  King,  fubjed  to 

Taxes  ■  ■  ;    ■    '  ■     274 

Leafes 


%i  for  fcven  Years  or  under,  not  to  be 

|5f*d  ■  —      PagezyS 

,  great  Boundaries  thereof     •—        266 

^oners  Fcnn,  Remedy  for  thofc  who  de- 

c  an  Intereft  under  the  Drainers  thereof 

»■  ■        *  '         *^  .        309 

M. 
rakes  of  the  Counties  and  Parifhes  fupply'd 

nors,  Lx)rds  of,  their  Rights  prefcrvy  312 
vfay  inclofc  and  divide  Waftes  within 
heir  Manors        -  ■■     "■        — —     307 

N. 
ivigation,  not  to  be  prejudic'd      *^    293 

fficers  to  be  fworn  ■  ■■  282 

'wners'of  Wafte  may  improve     ■     ■<'     307 
^flfley  Mr.  may  fue  >    >■     »         315 

R. 

lent,  Arrears  to  be  recovered  as  if  pretended 
Aft  had  been  good  ■■     ■■  283 

S. 

Sewers,  Commiffioncrs  appointed,  to  confift 
of  Governor,  Bailiffs  and  Confervators  274. 

*— To  ufe  their  Power  within  or  without  the 
Level  ■  -  ■  ■  ■  275 

—To  proceed  by  one  Jury,  whom  they  may 
award  Precept  to  fummons,  and  try  all 
Matters  within  Jurifdidion  of  Sewers  ibid. 

Oo  —To 
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^-^To  proceed  according  to  Laws  of  Roitiney 
Marfli  ■  Page  276 

-—Not  to  be  intermedled  with  by  any  other 
Commiffioners  of  Sewers         ■■  ■  277 

Shipwith's  Grounds  excepted       ■  268 

Suit  conimenced  for  any  Thing  done  in  Per- 
formance of  the  A£t,  Defendant  may  plead 
General  Ifluc  '  '  284 

Sutton  Meadlands,  Owners  may  fue  for  Con^- 
tribution         "  ■  ■    ■        308 

T. 

Taxes  may  be  laid  by  Corporation,  Penalty 
not  to  exceed  one  third  '       ■  271 

— The  King's  locoo  A.  fubjeft  thereto     274 

—Portland  Earl  of,  his  2000  A.  fubjedt 
thereto  ■     ■  ■  ■  273 

~In  arrear  to  be  rais'd  by  Sale  in  Whiifun 

Week,  and  Purchafor  thereof  under  Seal 

of  Corporation,    to    be  lawful   Purchafor 

— —  ■  278,  9 

*^By  colour  of  Sale  for  Non-payment  of,  no 
Tenant  to  be  removed  till  he  hath  taken 
his  Crop  ■  *■      280 

»— To  be  in  Arrear  four  Months  before  Lands 
fold,  and  no  more  to  be  fold  than  what  will 
raife  Tax  and  Penalty  ■■     ■       ibid. 

'^In  Arreat  on  Lands  in  difpute  to  be  deter-- 
mined  by  Judicatory  —         292 

—Not  to  exceed  2s.  on  King's  1 0000  A.  or 
Earl  Portland's  2000  A.         ■  318 

—On  King's,  and  Earl  of  Portland's  not  to 
conclude  Corporation  to  tax  by  Acre  Tax 

319 
— Ar- 
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^Kfti  ^fot!ce  to  be  given  thereof  at  Shircs' 
Hv  in  Ely  before  Sale  for  Non-pay- 
K  Page  iSo 

^  W. 

V8  dsftroyed,  to  pay  treble  Damages  281 

nfialiciouily,  Felony ■        ii/id. 

lerfcy  Ait  to  continue  in  Force  313 


V^htitth  of  Ckarles  the  Sdcood. 

C. 

>OrporatIon  Seal  to  be  afiixed  to  ^reftpts 

-/  328 

immiflioncrs  appointed  to  furvey  and  value 
adventure  Land,  and  make  return  of  Sche- 
dule to  Fenn  Office  -'  '  ihid. 
-Their  Oath  •  ■  329 
-Their  Return  to  be  fet  up  in  Fenn  OSice 
.      ^     i— — ^    Hid. 

—Parties  aggrieved  by  them  to  appeal  to  Cor- 
poration, atid  farther  Application  given  to 
Commidioners  of  Appeal         ■■-    -       ihid. 

Culpepper  Lord,  Psris  of  adventure  Land 
not  conveyed  to  his  Truftees  to  be  con- 
vey'd  «-  . 337 

I     ,  S. 

Sales  for  Non-payment  of  Taxes  to  be  ac  Ely 

on  Wedncfday,  Thurfday,  Friday  after  the 

firft  Sunday  in  April         -— ■  327 

O  o  2  Sandys 
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Sandys  Sir  Miles,  ^c.  Provifion  relative  m 
their  Shares  adventured  for    —     Pagt  332 

Serjeant  at  Mace  to  deliver  Poffeflion  by  Pre- 
cept of  Lands  fold  for  Non-payment  of 
Taxes         -  —         327 

Schedule  returned  into  the  Fenh  Office     341 

T. 

•Tax  Acre,  proceeding  by  it.  Damage  to  Ad- 
venturers        '  '  324 

—•To  be  graduait  of  different  Sorts  and  De- 
grees, according  to  Value  — .     ^25 

—Proportion  astos  fettled  between  83000  A. 
and  1 2000  A.  ■  326 

'—Not  to  be  fet  but  on  Wednefday,  Thurfday, 
Friday  after  firft  Sunday  in  April  327 

-*-Not  to  be  fet  otherwife  than  by  Schedule 

"  333 


Firft  of  James  the  Second. 

C. 

COmmoris,  Taking  and  Cutting  into  fmaft 
Pieces  prejudicial  — — —       $8q 

T. 

Inclofures  already  made  and  certified,  to  be  en- 
joy'd  by  Owners  ;■ '  381 

^-Decrees 
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•?^ Decrees  for.  them  already  made^  notreturn- 
V    cd,  if  returned  in  Time  to  be  good,  other- 
wife  void  ■  Page  38^2 

M.  ; 

Manors  Lords  of.  Power  given  to  inclofe  and 

divide  by  1 5  Car.  2.  taken  away,  and  CUnfc 

•.    repe^tled  ■>■  >  381 

S. 

Stint  of  Cattle,  Agreements  for  confirmed  by 

Chancery,  ratified  381 


Tv/cnty-feventh   of  George    the 

Second. 

North  Level  Aft, 

A. 

Accounts  to  be  kept  of  AffeflTments,  Re- 
ceipts  and  Expenditures      454 

—Copies   thereof  to  be  delivered  at  yearly 

Meeting,  Committee  to  examine  them,   to 

be  entered  in  two  Sets  of  Books  455 

Aft,  made  a  publick  one  ■  477 

Aftions,  Limitation  of.  General  Iflfue,  Dou* 

ble  Cofts        -—  -..  '    '  ■■  476 

Annuities  deem*d   Perfonal   Eftate,  may    be 

alfigned,    Fee    for    entering    Aflignmenr, 

O  o  3  Af. 


Boob  ,0  be  provided  ft 
rowed  ____ 

Commiffioners  ,o  bare  y< 

and  tax  lands 
—To  apply  Money  rais'< 

—To  be  allowed  no  more 
one  Meeting 

^BeOdc  Genctjil  Kate  m7 
fcveral  Diftrifts  Zj 

"~,^r'p,<'™=fayth„reof 

tobefa:IedatQi,arter.S 
-Mayadjo„r„M^i,„g3   1 

be  given, nNews-p^e, 
-To  g.ve  Order,  fory;" 
t">ke  Contra&,  (Vf™  ""8 

-Newtobeeleftedon-Dea, 
-°'"'"°^_l^n  before  ,h, 

;eST:d|r-«'-''°'^' 

{.lows  Crofs,  Sloie,  »„J  ol 
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Colledor  to  pay  over  Money  to  Treafurer,  re^ 
fufing  to  account  and  pay  over,  to  be  com- 
mitted      ■  — ^     Page  457 

Confervators  of  Great  Level  not  to  cxcrciic 
Power  over  Commiflioncrs  Works     ,  463 

—-Their  Rights  referv'd  ■  477 

Counter  Prain  from  Scverals  in  Stanground  co 
be  cleaned  at  Proprietors  Charge  429 

^  D. 

Devonfhire  Duke  of.  Recital  of  his  Norch 
Level  Agreement  ■  393 

—Declared  void  ' 406 

Plftria,  firft  Drains  thereof  dcfcribed,  and 
CommiflTioners  named  —  414, 419 
—■r— Second  ditto  and  ditto  — —  415,419 
'^ — ^Third  ditto  and  ditto  — — —  416,  419 
■    ■  -Fourth  ditto  and  ditto      —     417,  420 

Fifth  ditto  and  ditto      ■  ibid. 

•^— Three  laft  Commiflioners  of,  may  order 
Banks.1  2d  Drains  co  be  repaired  — r  434 
— -Firft,  fecond,  fourth,  Owners  and  Occupi- 
ers of  Lands  to  keep  Divifion  Dikes  of  fuf- 
ficierit  Depth,  or  Commiflioners  in^y  do  it 
at  their  Expence  ■     ■  436 

•—Third,  Duke  of  Bedford  to  fupport  Works 

—  — •  437 

-^Fifth,  Mr.  Hunter  to  fupport  Works     ibid^ 
—Waters  of  each  to  be  carried  through  Drains 
allotted  *  ■     ■  ■  439 

•p— Firft,  fecond,  fourth,  Meetings  and  Ad- 
journments of  Commiflioners  for  their  Ac- 
(:ounts  to  bp  audited,  and  Orders  made  for 

O  0  4  Ap- 
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Application  of  additional  Taxes,  and  Offi- 
cers to  be  appoinred      •—     Page  458, 459 
•^For  the  firft  perpetual  and  annual  eleftive 
Commiffioners  ■  4^6 

—     -For  Second  ditto  *  ■  468 

For  Third  ditto         *■  469 

■  For  Fourth  ditto  ■  470 

-For  Fifth  ditto  ■  -  471 


Dowfdale  Bank,  Commiffioners  Power  over  li- 
mited '  '  464 

Dunton  Hall,  Bridge  if  t^ken  down  Commif- 
fioners to  build  another  — —        429 

H. 

Hunter,  Executors  of  Sir  Charles  and  Thomas 

Orby  difcharged  from  Agreement  of  1697 

*  •'    ■-■  >*        407^  8 

L. 

Lands  exempted  from  Taxes        ■  42 1 

•~Not  to  be  excluded  from  ufe  of  publick 

Drains  • — —  ■  435 

Levels,    firft  Divifion    into   North,   Middle, 

South         ■  ■     -  ■> — •      392 

M. 

Manors,  Lords  of.  Rights  referv*d  476 

Money,  Sum  of  14000/,  to  be  rais*d  on  An- 
nuities '  ■  445 

"*— Or  may  be  borrowed  at  Intereft  not  exceed- 
ing 5 />^r  C^«/.         ■  447 

»— At  borrowing,  forty  Commiffioners  to  con- 

fent  ^    ■  -  ■ — 451 

—Rais'd 
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— Rais'd  by  Sale  of  caxablc  Lands,  to  dif- 
chargc  Debt  ^    "  ^^^^410 

N. 
Ncne  Commiflioners,  Power  over  South-weft 

Bank  thereof  linnited 465 

North  Level,   difcharg'd  from   Payment  of 

Debt         ■  — — —         412 

•—Not  to  be  liable  to  Debts  of  Middle  or  South 

Level;  this  reciprocal  413 

' — Members  for  Lands  lying  there  not  to  vote 

for  Money  in  the  other  Levels  414 

O. 

Officers,  to  be  appbinted  by  Conimiffioners, 
with  Salaries,  ^c.  ■  454 

P. 

Place  of  Profit,  any  hcjlding  fuch  difqualified 
from  voting  < 474 

Qualification  to  vote  in  Eleftion  of  Commifli- 
oners -  ■"  472 

Rivers  and  Banks,  which  are  to  be  firft  re- 
paired and  cleaned  *"-     -  ■■  248 
—Or  Drains  flopping  up  100/.  Penalty  461 

c 

Shire  Drain,  Commiflioners  to  maintain  Banks 
of  >■    '*•  *•     ■■  401 

—If 
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«-^Jf  Banks  there  broke,  or  overflown.  Flood- 
gates at  Clows  Crois  to  be  (hut      Pagre  462 

^— No  other  Power  to  be  exercis'd  by  Cora-, 
miilioners,  than  Confcrvators  of  Great  Le- 
vel have        '  '  iiij. 

South  Eau,  Cotnmiffioners  Power  limited  o- 

ver  fuch  P^rc  as  lies  in  the  third  Piftri6l: 

— ^  , — -„         .,^— ^         ^6^ 

T. 

Taxable  l^nds  in  North  Level,  Proprie« 
tors  may  purchafe  off  Taxes  410 

Quantity  to  be  given  in  on  Oath  by  Proprie- 
tors wt  "  "  .-?*  423 

On  Negled^  or  Refufal,  to  be  furvey'd, 
charged.  Proprietors  to  pay  Expence    424 

Taxes  chargeable  by  15  Car,  2.  to  conti- 
nue on  Refidue  of  Lands  and  to  be  apr 
plied  to  Works  defer ibed  ~         411 

To  be  paid  by  Tenants  if  at  Rack-rent, 
who  may  deduft  ■  449,441 

Not  to  be  dedufted  by  Tenants  under  Bi^ 
(hops  Leafes  ■■  441 

May  be  levied  by  Diftrefs  and  Sale,  Di- 
ftrcfs  may  be  fold  in  five  Days  442 

Lands  may  remain  for  a  Security,  if  un- 
tenanted, and  no  Diftrefs  thereon  444 

To  be  applied  in  firft  Place  in  Plfcharge  of 
Annuities,  Mortgages,  Intereft  448 

May  be  reduced  when  Annuities  fhall  be  de- 
termined ;  ;  45 1 

w, 
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w. 

Wryde  Old,  Dam  te  be  made  there  not  to  be 
remov*d        «  — —        ^^^^429 

Works,  dcftroying  malidoufly.  Felony  withr 
put  Benefit  of  Clergy  ■  459 


Twenty-feveuth   of  George   the 

Second. 

'  «  *    .    • 

A, 

ACT  Public        - — f  -r— ^       525 

Accounts  to  be  kept  >'  '  '  501 
Adion  Limicacion  of.    General  IfTue  to  be 

pleaded,  treble  Cofts         ■  525 

Appeal    to    Quarter- Seffions,     where  Parties 

aggrievM  by  order  of  one  Juftice,  whofc 

order  to  be  final         — ^  520,521 

Ashlines  Gravel,  Sluice  not  to  be  rais'd  higher 

there  than  at  prefent  •  504 

Affignments  to  be  regiftcred,  with  Clerk,  or 

Treafurer        ■  — — .        455 

B. 

Banks,  or  Breach,  or  Danger,  Comniiflioners 

neglefting,  0\yncrs  nuay  repair  513 

-e—Brcaking  down  or  dcftroying.  Felony    521 

Bed- 
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Bedford    Level    Corporation,    Rights   faved 

P^g^  5^5 

i— To  ercft  Ebb  Doors  at  Salisers  Load,  and 

'    Old  Bedford,  to  repair  Sluices  514 

Boatmafter  to  make  Sacisfafkion  for  Damages, 
V    fe?r.  '  --_^         gig 

Bodies  Politick  and  Truftees  impower'd  to  fell 
Land  to  Commiffioners         ■    ■  506 

C. 

Colleftors  not  to  be  Sluice  Keepers  496 

s— To  demand  Account  of  Goods,  Ji^enalty  on 

Refufal  ■  ■       497 

G)mmiffioners  appointed •       483 

—For  Peterborough  and  feveral  Towns  to  be 

chofe  annually  ■    ■  484 

—To  be  certified  by  Churchwardens  ibid. 
—Choice  of.  Form  of  Certificate  —  486 
i^— Of  feveral  Towns,  to  be  appointed  by  other 

Commiffioners,  if  Inhabitants  do  not  chooie 

them  — -^  ;^/^^ 

—New  to  be  chofe  in  cafe  of  Vacancy  487 
— Their  Qualification  -■■■  '  488 

— To  meet  in  Rotation  at  March,  Downham, 

Peterborough       ■  — — -         489 

♦■^To  adjourn  de  die  in  diem,  and  bear  their 

own  Expences         *— .    490 

ri— To    have   General    Meeting   annually    at 

March  '  ^    ■  ■  -       491 

—Notice  to  be  given  of  all  their  Meetings  in 

News- papers  •  — ..-~  jl?id. 

' — Not  to  meet  at  certain  Times  —  ibid, 
*•— To  appoint  CoUeftors,  £s?f.  who  are  to  give 

Security  ; 494,  5,  6 

—To 
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— To  borrow  Money  on  Aflignments  of  Tolls 
'  -''■■"         Page  ^^S 

•—Twenty-five  to  borrow  Money,  orckr  ncy 
Works,  odicrwife  nine  ^  Qoorum         502 

>—• To  contradt  with  Pcrfons  for  inrproving 
Navigation 503 

—Nine  n!)iy-recejve  Pi-opofab  for  Works  to 
be  done,  but  not  contraft      *  — —      504 

— To  purchafe  Land  for  ufe  of  Navigation 

'  ■  *  go6 

-•—To  fummbn,  cjcamme  Witnetfes,  to  fini 
Sheriff,  6?^.  negledling  Duty  510,  11 

— To  keep  towing  Path  in  Repair,  ereft 
Bfidges  over  new  Cuts  or  fords  made  dati- 
gerous         ■  ■■  512, 13 

—To  ereft  <3ates  at  Old  Bedford,  pay  45-/. 
annually  to  Corporation,  who  may  dear  Ri- 
vers and  repair  Banks  ^t  their  own  Expence 

— To  repair  Sluices  if  Corporation  negledt  on 
Notice,  and  to  be  reimbuYs'd       —      415 

—•To  make  Orders  for  Improvement  of  Na- 
vigation and  Regulation  of  Watermen  518 

^— Totcffen  Tolls,  and  raife  thc^fame  if  mceC- 
fary  ■  >  522 

Corporation  of  Bedford  Level  Commiffioners 
— —  ■  483 

H. 

Haling  Ways  defcrib'd            ^'    '-  '    •.  50QJ. 

Horfey  Bridge,  Pen  Sluice  to  be  made  there 

■    ■    ■                '     ■            ■  ibid. 


I. 
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J'ary  to  be  fumcnoned)  aflels  Recoinpence  whtfi 
Parties  refufe  to  agree  for  Sale  of  Lands 

—^-i-  Page  508,  5^ 

J^uftice  if  any  aggrieved  by  order  of.  Appeal  cd 

Quarter-Sefllons^   where    Judgment    final 

-* — '"^  ^ — "^  52O5  21 

M. 

Money  to  be  rais'd,  Applieation  of  500 

N. 

I^avigation  to  be  under  fole  t^ower  of  Com* 
miilioners  516 

*— If  annoy'd.  Party  on  ConviiSlion,  6fr.  by 
one  Juftiee  to  be  fin*d  not  exceeding  five 
Pounds  ■•  ■  519 

Kene^  Navigation  through  it  to  Lynn      48 1 

Purchafe  Money  of  Land  fold  to  Commifiioners 

charg'd  on  Tolls         '  >     ■-    511 

penalties  and  Forfeitures  Application  of    52  i 

S. 

Securities  transferable  by  tndorfement        499 

Sluices  not  to  be  ereded  in  certain  Places  de- 

fcrib'd  ■  — —         504 

♦^Keepers  of  to  be  paid  by  Corporation    497 

•  T. 

Toils  fettled        -^^-^  — —      493 

—Plea- 
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^Pleafure  Boats  and  Manure  exempted  frbm 
it        ■  ■  Page  494 

Tunnels  not  to  be  laid  lower  than  two  Foot, 
if  lowef  to  be  taken  up      ■  ■    '       517,18 

Tongs  Drain  when  to  run  ■  516 

Trealurers  and  Collectors  to  account    *-^  522 


i^Mtta 


Twenty -ninth    of    George     the 

Second. 

The  Bond  Ad. 


A 


A. 

CT  Public        ~     544 

Accounts  diftinfl:  to  be  kept  of  the  Re* 
venues  of  the  rcTpeftivc  Levels    543 


B. 

Bonds  new  to  be  given  in  Lieu  of  the  Bonds 
for  the  prefent  Debt  *     ■'    ■         538 

-—To  be  numbered,  none  to  be  given  for  more 
than  100/.         ■  '  540 

—To  be  transferable  without  Stamps        541 

— Affignmenis  of,  to  be  enter'd  by  Rcgifter 

—To  be  paid  off  on  fix  Months  Notice  given 

at  the  Fenn  Office     *  — ^^     54a 

—If  not  paid  off,  Revenues  of  Corporation  to 

veft 


3 

vefjk  io  i^jifi^tkOion  of  the  Bond  Owners, 
tillPifnicnt    — — •        -^-^     ^^.ff^  543 


Corporation  may  borrow  any  Sum  for  North 
Level  not  exceeding  5000/.    .  •^      539 

—For  Middle  and  South  Level,  fo  as  the 
whole  Debt  do  not  exceed  32000/.       ibid. 

I       M. 
Money  borrowed  for  North  I^yel,  not  to  be 

chargeable  on  Middle  and  South  Level  546 
—Application  of  that  rais'd  by  Corporation 

on  taxable  Lands  in  refpedive  Levels   541 

T. 

Tax  to  be  laid  on  Middle  and  South  Levels 

whilft  any  Debt  thereon  ■        537 

-^Farther  may  be  laid  if  necefliry  538 


Stile  Ad. 

A   Pril  Meeting,  Time  of  holding  it      545 

*-Rule  for  finding  it,  according  to  the  New 

Stile  * -*  ■    ■ •     54.-6 

FINIS. 
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